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BOOK OF PSALMS. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Book ofPmlms is a collection of sacred Hymns^ 
most of which were composed by King David. In 
this Book there are some Psalms of praise and ado^ 
ration^ which display the mctjesty^ power, goodness, 
and other attributes of the Divine Being ; others 
are songs of thanksgiving, blessing God for mer^ 
cies vouchsafed, either to the Israelites in general, 
or to some particular persons ; others again of the 
Psalms are prayers, in which David, or some other 
Prophet, the Author of them, implores the mercy 
of God, the pardon of sins, or deliverance from 
dangers and afflictions ; some of the Psalms are 
historical, composed with a design to preserve the 
remembrance of the most considerable events which 
bejel the Jewish nation. Lastly, Some of them 
are prophetical, presenting us with several predict 
tions relating to our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
times of the Gospel, It is evident from this view, 
that the reading and meditating on this divine 
Book may be attended with very great advantage ; 
and therefore, that it ought to be of general and 
common use among Christians, 

PSALM I. 

In this first Psalm David represents the happiness 
of good men, and the miseries of the ungodly. 
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2 PSALMS. [psalm II. 

Reflections after reading the Psalm. 

In this Psalm we are taught, I. That one mark 
of a good man is, that he shuns all intercourse with 
the wicked and ungodly ; that he observes none of 
their false maxims, imitates none of their disorders; 
and that he makes his chief pleasure consist in me- 
ditating upon, and keeping the law of God. II. That 
the righteous are perfectly happy ; that the Lord 
knows and blesses mem, and makes them prosper. 
III. That the wicked will not escape his vengeance; 
and that, sooner or later, they will fall into the ut- 
most miseries. 

PSALM IL 

I. In this Psalm David expresses his firm confi- 
dence, that the designs of his enemies, of the kings 
and people who opposed him, would be in vain ; and 
that, notwithstanding their endeavours, God, who 
hadannointed him king, would establish his kingdom. 
II. He exhorts them to submit to the will of God, 
and to serve him, lest they should expose themselves 
to his vengeance. This Psalm is prophetical, and 
relates to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Re/lections, 

The confidence which David manifests in this 
Psalms shows, in general, that attempts against the 
designs of God are vain : that what he has decreed 
will always come to pass ; and that nothing can hurt 
those whom he loves, and has promised to bless. 
But the application which the Apostle makes to our 
Lord of these words, Tfwu art my son^ this day have 
I begotten thee, engages us more especially to con- 
sider this Psalm as it relates to the kingdom of Jesus 
Christy the Son of God, which has been established 
in the world, in spite of all opposition from kings, 
and the great men of tlie eartn, and will subsist for 
ever. And since this kingdom is established among 
us, and w^ have the happiness to be Christ's sub* 
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jects, let us submit ourselves to this glorious king ; 
let us serve him with humility and joy ; let us dread 
exposing ourselves to his wrath, and let us place all 
our trust and confidence in his favour and protec- 
tion. 

PSALM III. 

This is a prayer that David made when he was 
persecuted by Absalom his son ; in which he com- 
plains of the great number of his enemies, implores 
the divine assistance, and expresses his entire trust 
in the protection of the Almighty. 

Reflections* 

David's firm confidence in God, when pursued by 
his son Absalom, teaches us, that a man who fears 
God may be reduced to great extremities ; but that 
whatever condition he is in, he is easy and fiill of 
trust ; that he fears not men, having God on his 
side ; that he rises up and lies down with confi- 
dence, and always depends upon the divine assist- 
ance, even in the greatest dangers. 

PSALM IV. 

L David implores God's assistance ag^ainst his 
enemies, and exhorts them to lay aside their designs, 
and submit to the will of God, who had appointed 
him king. II. He declares that he trusted in God 
alone, and that the assurance he had of his favour 
rendered him more happy than worldly men are in 
their greatest prosperity. 

MeflectioTis. 

We learn from this Psalm, I. That s^ood men al- 
ways apply to God in their distress. 11. That the 
enterprises formed against those whom God favours 
are in vain, and without effect. III. That worldly 
men seek after nothing but the advantages of this 
life, but that the righteous aspire after the favour of 
God ; diat his favour is all their happiness, and all 
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4 PSALMS. [psalm V. 

their security : and fills their hearts with more joy, 
even under the greatest afflictions, than worldly 
men feel in their greatest plenty and prosperity. 

PSALM V. 

I. King David^ being afflicted and persecuted, 
prays the Lord to assist him ; assuring himself that 
God, who hates cruel and deceitful men, would con- 
found \\& cruel and unjust persecutors, and grant 
him the favour to go and worship him in his taber- 
nacle. IL He prays God to guide and defend him 
from the snares and malice of the wicked, ' that he, 
and all righteous men, may have reason to praise 
him, and always to trust in his protection. 

Reflections. 

These four things are remarkable in this Psalm. 
L The fervency and confidence with which good 
men call upon the Lord in their necessities. II. 
Their zeal for his service, and the joy and reverence 
with which they adore him, in places set apart for 
public worship. III. God's abhorrence and detes- 
tation of sin, and especially of pride and deceit; and 
the punishment reserved for the proud and unjust. 
And lastly. His favourable protection of all those 
that fear him and trust in him. 

PSALM VI. 

In this prayer, David^ being afflicted, represents 
the greatness of his sufferings, and intreats God not 
to punish him in his wrath ; but to pardon his sins, 
ana to deliver him. He makes this prayer with a 
firm assurance that God will hear him, and that his 
enemies should be confounded. 

Rejlectians. 

I. The first words of this Psalm, O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot 
displeasure J express tk^ humility of those, who with a 
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lively sense of their sins, and of the need they stand 
in of the divine assistance, implore God's mercy. 
When we use this prayer, we should do it, not only 
with a desire to be delivered from the evils and 
afflictions of this life, but chiefly in order to obtain 
pardon for our sins, and deliverance from the punish- 
ments of the life to come. DavicTs expression of 
confidence in this Psalm, wherein he manifests his 
repentance and humiliation, proves, that, when we 
have recourse to God with humility and faith, we 
may be sure he will hear our request, and grant us 
that assistance we stand in need of, whatever dan- 
gers we may be exposed to. 

PSALM VIL 

I. David prays the Lord to defend him from his 
enemies, and calls him to witness his innocence. H. 
He assures himself that God will hear him, and turn 
the enterprises of his enemies against him to their 
own destruction, if they persisted in their designs. 

Reflections, 

In this Psalm we ai*e taught to have recourse to 
God in our afflictions, as David had when he was 
persecuted by his enemies. But we are here like- 
wise taught that, if we would have God hear us, 
there should' be no iniquity found in us; that God 
searches the heart and the reins, and favours those 
who walk in sincerity and uprightness of heart. As 
for the ungodly, David declares in this Psalm, that 
their wickedness shall come to an end; that God lets 
them alone, and bears with them for a time ; but that 
if they persist in their wickedness, he prepares for 
them the punishments they deserve, and will make 
the evil wnich they design for others fall upon their 
own heads. These are powerful motives to induce 
us to adore the justice of God; to improve by his 
forbearance and long-suffering ; and to avoid every 
thing that may expose us to his vengeance. 
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6 PSALMS. [psalm VIII. 

PSALM Vlli. 

David celebrates die power and majesty of God, 
which so evidently appear in the works of the crear- 
don ; and praises nim in particular for creating man 
after his image, and giving him dominion over other 
creatures. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm engines our attention to the marks of 
God's infinite power, which we discover in the hea- 
vens, in the stars, and in the wonders we meet with 
by land and water. The use we ought to make of 
this meditation is to adore the majesty of the Lord, 
and from the due consideration of his greatness, and 
our own meanness, to say, Lord^ what is man^ that 
thou art mindful of him ; or the son ofman^ that thou 
visitest him ? And since God has created us in his 
own image, enduing us with reason and understand- 
ing^, that we may know and praise him, and has made 
other creatures subject to us, we ought gratefully to 
improve these advantages to his glory, and continu- 
ally praise our Creator and Benemctor; saying, with 
David, O Lord our governor^ how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth ! 

PSALM IX. 

I. David, in this Psalm of thanksgiving for the 
victories he had obtained over his enemies, exhorts 
the righteous to join with him in praising the power, 
wisdom, and justice of the Lord, who delivers those 
that trust in him, and confounds the malice and de- 
vices of the wicked. IL He beseeches God to pro- 
tect always those that fear him, against the violence 
of their enemies. 

Reflections* 
In this Song David shows forth his piety, joy, and 
ffratitude, on account of the victories he had gained by 
the divine assistance; which should likewisestir us up 
to praise God with all our heart, for the deliverances 
he grants us, and for all his &vours to« us. Not 
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content with praising him ourselves, we should, like 
David, publish abroad his kindness to us, and by 
that means engage others to join with us in blessing 
God, and in fearing him. Moreover, the Psalmist 
here teaches us, that God is, and ever will be, the 
king and judge of the world ; that he will render to 
the wicked according to their works ; that he searches 
out the wickedness of men ; that all those who offend 
him shall perish ; and that he will not suffer the 
wicked to prevail for ever. Lastly, David assures 
us, that those who fear .^he Lord may rely upon 
him : that he forgets not the cry of the humble in 
affliction : that he never forsakes those that seek 
him; and that the expectation of the righteous 
shall not be in vain. These are truths that we 
ought always to retain, as they tend very much to fill 
us with trust in God, and strongly engage us to 
depart from iniquity. 

PSALM X. 

I* The prophethere describes the violence, cruelty, 
and artifices, which the wicked make use of against 
the innocent IL He beseeches God to be the pro- 
tector of the righteous, and hopes that his prayer 
will be heiurd. 

' jRefiectiom* 

The complaints which the faithful makes in this 
Psalm, teach us not to be surprised if we see the 
righteous sometimes oppressed, and the wicked suc- 
ceed in their unjust and cruel designs. We see 
here, that wicked men often employ both deceit and 
force to destroy, the good ; that God suffers inno- 
cence to be oppressed for a time ; and that then the 
wicked think they have nothing to fear, £tnd that 
God will not take notice of their sins. But this 
Psalm teaches us likewise, that God does not always 
suffer the proud and unjust to prevail, but takes 
vengeance on their crimes; and as for the meek and 
humble, that he beholds their afflictions, hears their 
cries, and never forsakes them. 

B 4 
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PSALM XL 

David^heins persecuted by his enemies, declared 
that he. put his trust in the Lord; and that he was 
persuaded, God, who is a righteous judge, would 
support good men, and pour down his judgments 
upon the wicked. 

Reflections, 

I, This Psalm furnishes us with an example of the 
confidence which the righteous have in the Lord 
their God, who is their sure refuge, even when they 
are in the most deplorable condition, and know not 
what will become of them. IL King David teaches 
us, that God has his throne in the heavens ; that he 
sees and knows both the good and the wicked; 
that his soul hates those that love unrighteousness; 
that he will cause the fire of his vengeance to fall 
upon them : and that, as he is perfectly just himself, 
he loves justice above all things, and always favours 
the upright. 

PSALM XIL 

I. In this, which is a Psalm of Prayer, David 
complains how few were upright and sincere, and 
that the people of his time were treacherous and 
full of mischief. II. He prays God that he would, 
according to his promises, protect the innocent, and 
restrain the injustice and violence of those who en- 
deavoured to oppress them. 

Reflections. 

I. David! s complaint of the small number of good 
people, in his time, and his prayer to God upon that 
occasion, teach us, that when we see iniquity abound, 
and how little there remains of honesty and since- 
rity amon^ men, we ought to pray to God, that he 
would deliver us from Uie snares and malice of the 
wicked, and especially from imitating them. II: 
God promises, in this Psalm, that he will root out 
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all flattery and deceitful tongues, and that he will 
rise up to revenue afflicted innocence. This should 
teach us to avoid all deceit and injustice : and con- 
vince us, that, if we walk in uprightness, God will 
always be our protector and defender. 

PSALM XIII. 

David^ in the bitterness of his soul, complains that 
God had forsaken hiin, and prays him to comfort 
him, and deliver him from his terrors ; in the midst 
of which he is nevertheless encouraged by a holy 
confidence, which induces him to praise the LonL 

This Psalm is very proper for persons in afflic- 
tion, and especially for those that labour under their 
sins, and are deprived of the sense of God's love. 
Such as are in this sad condition should not de- 
spair, but rather have recourse to God with confi- 
dence, implore his compassion, and beseech him to 
comfort them, and enlighten them with his grace, 
lest they sink under the load of their affliction ; and, 
when God has delivered them, it is their duty to 
celebrate his mercy, and praise him for all his good- 
ness. 

PSALM XIV. 

I. David^ in this Psalm, describes the great and 
general corruption of the men of his i^e, their 
wickedness and impiety. II. He threatens the 
wicked with the judgments of God, and promises 
the righteous his assistance and deliverance. 

Reflections, 

David's description of the men of his time agrees, 
in many respects, with what we see among Christians ; 
among whom so ifew seek God sincerely, and so many 
live as if they believed there was no God. Therefore 
we oughtseriously to meditate upon what is said in this 
Psalm, that we may be preserved from such corrup- 
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lion ; to which end we oug'ht to consider, as David 
here teaches, that if the wickedness and depravation 
of men are great, God will take vengeance ; and that 
in the worst of times there are always some faithful 
and righteous men that fear God, who partake of 
his love and protection. 

PSALM XV. 

In this Psalm, which is doctrinal, David teaches 
us who are worthy to serve God in his tabernacle, 
and to enjoy his presence, and by what marks they 
are distinguished. 

Rejections, 

This very instructive Psalm teaches us, that God 
will not admi# all men into his presence, nor esteem 
them true members of his Church, but only those 
who walk in uprightness, who are faithful and sincere 
in their discourse and all their behaviour ; who avoid 
slander, injustice, and extortion; who love good men, 
and religiously keep their promises and engagements. 
Such is the clmracter of a virtuous man, and one that 
fears God, and such is the glorious recompence that 
is promised to him ; and smce none but these can 
enjoy the effects of God's love in this world, or the 
next, we ought to apply ourselves with great earnest- 
ness to all these duties, and live in innocence and in- 
tegrity, and then shall we experience the truth of 
the promise made in this Psalm, He that doth these 
things shaU never be moved, 

PSALM XVL 

L In this prayer, David intreats God to defend 
him, seeing he trusted in him ; and declares, that he 
loved those that feared the Lord and abhorred 
idolatry. II. He seems, from a sense of the divine 
ftivour, to be full of joV) and testifies that he does 
not fear even death itself, and hopes to be for ever 
happy in communion with God. 
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jRe/hctiont. 

We are here to observe the sentiments of the chil- 
dren of God, and their happiness. As to their senti- 
ments, David teaches us, by his example, that they 
always trust in God ; that tney love and esteem the 
pious and virtuous ; above all, that they avoid the 
company and errors of the wicked, and adhere iur 
violably to the pure service of God. As to their 
happiness, this Psalm teaches us that it is very great; 
that God himself is their portion and inheritance ; 
that he is on their right hand, that they may never 
be moved ; and that the sense of their happiness 
makes them rejoice and praise God continually ; and 
that they are even convinced that God will not 
abandon them to the power of death. Lastly, 
though what has been said in this Psalm may suit 
David, and all the faithful, yet it is to be observed, 
that these words, TTiou wilt not leave my sovl in hell, 
neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corrupt 
tion, were completely fulfilled only in Jesus Christ; 
who, as St Peter takes notice. Acts ii. being the 
Holy One of God, did not remain in the grave, nor 
see corruption ; but was raised the third day, and 
exalted to heaven, where he reigneth over all tilings, 
and has prepared, for all true believer^, joys that 
never shall expire. 

PSALM XVIL 

David, in his prayer, instructs the Lord to con- 
sider his innocence, to restrain the malice of his per- 
secutors, and to defend the righteous fn»n the vio- 
lence of the wicked. He deckles, moreover, that he 
did not seek for happiness in the things of this world, 
but sought it only m the divine presence and favour. 

Reflections, 

I. The confidence with which David calls upon 
the Lord in this Psalm, and his firm assurance tliat 
God, who knew the uprightness of his heart, would 
protect his innocence, show the great advantage of an 
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honest and sincere heart; since in all conditions good 
men can apply to God with assurance, knowing that 
God will always be their protector; That he pre^ 
serves them as the apple of his eye^ and keeps them 
under the shadow of his wings. 11. On the other 
hand we here learn, that God knows the ways of 
the ungodly ; and let their power be ever so great, 
he will not fail to restrain their wickedness and pride, 
and support the righteous. III. From David we 
learn, not to seek happiness in the things of the 
world, as carnal and worldly men are wont to do ; 
and to pray to God to secure us from their malice ; 
and, above all, to keep us from being like them ; 
saying, with the prophet, O Lord^ deliver me by thy 
hand from the men of the worlds which have their 
portion in this life^ and whose bellies thou JUlest with 
thy hid treasure. Finally, The last words of this 
Psalm, As for me^ I will behold thy fojce in righteous- 
ness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy like^ 
ness ; should raise our thoughts to the desire and 
expectation of eternal happiness, which the righteous 
shall enjoy after the resurrection. 

PSALM XVIII. 

This is a Psalm of Thanksgiving, in which David, 
seeing himself delivered from his enemies, vows to 
love God, and to praise him for ever. In this Psalm 
he describes the great dangers he had been exposed 
to, his wonderful deliverances, and the victories he 
had gained over his enemies by the divine assist- 
ance ; extolling the power, justice, and goodness, 
that God had snown in delivering him. 

Rejlections. 

I. From the first words of this Son^ we learn, that 
the divine favours and deliverances should inspire us 
with the most tender and sincere affection, and lead us 
to praise God continually. II. Davids account of 
the extreme dangers he had been exposed to, and the 
wonderful power of God displayed in his deliverance, 
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shows, that whatever extremities we fall into, we 
should never despair of God's assistance, if we fear 
him ; that his power is greater than man's, and that 
he never wants means to deliver those who hope in 
him. III. When David says, that God had re- 
warded him according to his righteousness, it cannot 
mean, that he thought himself innocent before God; 
but he thus speaks, first, to signify that God had 
maintained the justice of his cause against Saul^ and 
all those who had persecuted him unjustly, or would 
not own him for king ; and secondly, to show that 
God had approved of his never forsaking the pure 
religion, and the worship of the pure God. The 
reflection we are to make on this particular, may be 
expressed in the words of David : With the upright 
maUi thou wilt show thyself upright ; with the pure, 
thou wilt show thyself pure ; and with the froward^ 
thou wilt show thyself froward. IV. We observe in 
this Psalm, the unhappy state of the wicked ; since, 
as David says, when they are in distress, there is 
none to deliver them, and when they cry to the 
Lord, he will not hear them. The consideration of 
so melancholy a condition ought to be a powerful 
motive to deter us from sin. Lastly, David's zeal, 
expressed in the last verses of this Psalm, proves 
that it is not sufficient to praise God in private for 
his mercies, but that we ought to proclaim his praises 
and loving-kindness to the utmost of our power, 
that his holy name may be glorified by us, and by 
all men. 

PSALM XIX. 

This Psalm has two parts. In the first, David 
celebrates the glory of God, which appears in the 
order of nature, and particularly in the heavens and 
the sun. In the second, He speaks of the excellency 
of the law of God; prays God to pardon his sins, to 
keep him from offending him, and to sanctify his 
thoughts, his words, and all his behaviour. 
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Reflections, 

King David here mentions the two principal means 
by which God has made himself known to us, which 
are the works of nature, and his word. Let us 
therefore make a good use of both these means ; 
meditating upon the marvellous works of God» which 
afford us such proofs of his power and wisdom; but 
particularly let us apply ourselves to the reading 
and meditating on his word. DavitTs hig^h enco- 
miums on G(^'s word inform us, that it is a sure, 
evident, and unerring rule of faith and practice ; 
that it is of infinitely more value than the most ex- 
cellent things of this world ; that it was given to 
enliffhten and sanctify us, to rejoice and comfort 
the heart ; that the fear of the Lord procures per- 
fect happiness to those who are possessed with it, 
and that there is great reward in the keeping of his 
holy commandments. To these reflections let us 
add our bumble and hearty prayers to God, with 
David, that he would imprint these truths in our 
hearts ; that he would pardon all our sins ; that he 
would preserve us above all from the sins of pre- 
sumption, and that he would so sanctify our thoughts, 
woros, and actions, that they may be always accept- 
able in his sight. 

PSALM XX. 

The people of Israel pray to God, that he would 
preserve Kmg David, and make him victorious; 
and express their firm confidence that God will 
grant their requests. 

Reflections, , 

It appears from this Psalm, that the people are in 
duty bound to pray for kings and princes, wnom God 
has set over them. That this is the duty oif Christians, 
as it was of the Jews, appears from these words of St. 
Paul, wherein he exhorts. That prayers and suppli-^ 
cations be made for kings, and all that are in authority* 
The Z^aeZzYe^ beseech God, in this Psalm, to hear the 
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desires of their king, and to erant him the victory 
over his enemies. Christians, m like manner, should 
beg of God to support and defend their princes in 
just and necessary wars, and all their lawful under- 
takings; but the chief subject of their prayers should 
be, that they may lead a quiet, peaceable, and godly 
life under those who have the rule over them. Lastly, 
We here find, that the glory and security of kings 
and states depend on the divine favour and protection, 
to which they are accountable for all their victories 
and success; and therefore, that kings and their 
subjects ought to labour above all things to render 
God propitious. 

PSALM XXL 

The subject of this Psalm is the same as of the 
foregoing. Here the Israelites Join with David in 
praising God for the victories he had vouchsafed 
him ; and doubt not but he will continue his pro- 
tection and assistance. 

Reflections. 

In this Psalm we observe, I. That as it is the peo- 
ple's duty to pray for their kings, so ought they to 
rejoice when God blesses them and their lawful de- 
signs, and heartily thank him. II. That God loves, 
and in a very extraordinary manner defends, just 
and pious kings, who call upon him, and trust in him. 
HI. That he brings low and destroys unrighteous 
princes, and especially such as oppose the establish- 
ment of his kingdom, and the designs of his provi- 
dence. 

PSALM XXIL 

I. David complains that God had abandoned him 
to the violence of his afflictions, and to the fury of his 
enemies ; he describes the wretched state he was re- 
duced to, and beseeches God to come to his assistance. 
II. However, he expresses a firm confidence in God, 
and even praises him for the deliverance he expected 
from his goodness, and exhorts all the faithful to join 
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with him in praising the Lord. It must be observed 
that this Psalm is prophetical, and relates more e^e-- 
cially to the sufferings and kingdom of the Messiah. 

Reflections. 

To improve by the reading of this Psalm, we must 
consider it as it relates to David^ and as it refers to 
JesiLS Christ If we consider it in the first respect, 
we learn by David's complaints, that those whom 
God loves sometimes fall into so deplorable a condi- 
tion, as to believe God has forsaken them. But the 
faith which David testifies in this Psalm, shows us 
likewise that we should never be discouraged under 
afflictions; because the Lord will deliver his children 
out of all their troubles, and give them cause to cele- 
brate his goodness. II. This Psalm contains a very 
plain description of our Lord's sufferings and pro- 
found humiliation. Here we read those words which 
he uttered at his crucifixion ; My Gody my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ? Here we see how the Jews 
insulted him when he hung upon the cross, his hands 
and his feet pierced, his garments divided by lot, 
and the principal circumstances of his passion and 
death. God was pleased all these things should be 
foretold by David^ that when they happened to our 
Lord we might not be so much surprised, and might 
acknowledge him to be the Messiah. We should 
therefore deplore the blindness of the Jews^ who are 
scandalized at the sufferings and cross of Christ, 
which ought rather to convince them that he is the 
Messiah whom God had promised. These consi- 
derations ought to strengthen our faith in Jesus the 
Saviour of the world ; as this Psalm sets before us 
the glory to which God has exalted him after his 
sufferings, and which he now enjoys at the ri^ht 
hand of his Father, and his kingdom is established 
throughout all the earth. 

PSALM XXIII. 
David represents the Lord's paternal care of him, 
under the similitude of a shepherd, conducting, feed- 
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ing, and defending his sheep ; and he describes the 
favours which he hoped always to enjoy in commu- 
nion with God. 

Reflections. 

The happy condition of the faithful, who live in 
full assurance of God's love, and under his protec* 
tion, is here in a most affecting manner set before 
us. David shows, by his own example, that they 
never want ; that God protects, comforts, and sup- 
ports them in every condition ; that he is with them 
even in death, and confers his graces and favours 
upon them in the highest degree, causing them to 
live in a blessed communion with him. Tnis Psalm 
is full of consolation to true believers ; and the 
desire of partaking in these precious advantages, 
should teach us all zealously to apply ourselves to 
the study of piety. 

PSALM XXIV. 
I. King David acknowledges God to be the Crea- 
tor of the world, and that he reigns over all things, 
and particularly over the Church. II. He shows wdjo 
are the true members of the Church, and by what 
marks they are distinguished. Lastly, He celebrates 
the strength and glory of the Almighty King. 

Reflections. 
This Hymn contains two lessons of instruction. 
I. That God, who created the world in the begin- 
ning, is the Supreme and Almighty King, whose 
flory and power ought to be celebrated for ever. 
I. This Psalm teaches us who they are whom God 
looks upon as his children, and will admit into his 
glorious presence. None will be admitted there, but 
men of pure hands and a clean heart, who are sincere 
and faithful in their words and all their behaviour ; 
who avoid fraud and deceit, and call upon the Lord, 
and seek his face with their whole heart. If, there- 
fore, we desire to be partakers of God's love, we 
should examine whether we find in ourselves these 
characters and sentiments ; endeavouring to produce 
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them in ourselves, if we have them not; and if we 
have, improving them continually. 

PSALM XXV. 

In this Psalm David implores the favour of God 
with great fervency of devotion; beseeches him, 
above all things, to teach him to walk in his ways 
and to fear him, to pardon his sins, and to deliver 
him from his afflictions. He here, likewise, g^ves 
us a beautiful description of true piety, and of the 
happiness it procures. In this Psalm there are 
many very excellent instructions, and exalted 
strains of devotion. 

Me/lections* 

The use we are to make of this Psalm is, to take 
particular notice, I. With what confidence they who 
trust in God apply to him, and implore his assistance 
in all their necessities. 11. That what we ought 
most earnestly to pray for is, that we may be fiCed 
with the knowledge of God; that he would teach us 
to walk in his way, and grant us pardon for all the 
sins we have committed. III. We here learn, how 
valuable it is to fear God, and the advantages it pro- 
cures us. King David has told us, that God makes 
known his ways to the meek and humble ; that he 
shows them that fear him the way that they should 
choose ; that to them he reveals nis secrets and his 
covenant; that he blesses them and their posterity 
exceedingly; and when they are in affliction, he 
protects them, and delivers them out of all their dis- 
tress. These are instructions of the greatest use and 
importance ; and carefully reading and meditating 
on these things, and frequently offering up to God 
the excellent prayers contained in this Psalm, is one 
of the best things we can do to strengthen us more 
and more in the fear of the Lord, and secure our 
eternal welfiEure. 

PSALM XXVI. 

David prajrs the Lord to support his innocence ; he 
says, he always avoided the company of the wicked ; 



XXVI. XXVII.] PSALMS. 19 

and that his greatest pleasure was, to serve God in 
his tabernacle; and with these dispositions, he hopes 
that God will not give him up to his enemies. 

Reflections* 

I. The first instruction this Psalm furnishes us 
with is, that God chiefly regards our integrity and 
sincerity ; that he searches and tries the heart ; and 
therefore, Uiat the only means of obtaining God's 
fsivour, is to approve ourselves in his sight, to live 
in innocency, to walk in truth, and to hate vice, and 
the company of the wicked. II. David's earnest 
desire to serve God in the tabernacle, should stir us 
up to discharge the duties of religion with the same 
fervency, and to take the greatest delight in going to 
the house of God, there to praise him, and to medi- 
tate on the wonders of his love. But the care this 
pious king took to purify himself before he went 
mto the altar of God, should convince us, that in 
order to appear in the presence of God, we should 
be pure and live a holy life.t Lastly, We should 
join with David in the prayer which he offers up to 
God at the end of this rsalm, and beseech him to 
preserve us from being like the wicked, lest we share 
with them in the punishments that are prepared for 
them. 

PSALM XXVIL 

I. King David testifies his entire confidence in 
God in the greatest dangers; his zeid and firm ad- 
herence to the true worship of the Supreme Being. 
II. He begs of God to grant him tokens of his 
fiivour, and seems fully persuaded that God would 
never forsake him. In this Psalm there are many 
noble strains of devotion, faith, and piety. 

Reflections, 

In this Psalm we are to remark, I. That those 
who fear God and trust in him, are never afraid of 
men ; but are calm and unshaken, even when perse- 
cuted and reduced to the most deplorable condition. 
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II. That the most inestimable advantage, and the 
greatest consolation we can enjoy in this world is, to 
meet often in the house of God, there to pradse and 
adore him, and to receive the testimonies of his fa- 
vour. III. That when God does incline our hearts 
to seek his face, we should improve the mercy, and 
not slight the gracious invitation. Lastly, David^s 
assurance shows, that should we be forsaken by all 
the world, yet God will never forsake us, if we fear 
him and depend upon him ; that nothing but our 
trust in him, and hope in his promises, can support 
us in the midst of the troubles of this life ; ana that 
the expectation of those who seek their happiness 
in God alone, should never be in vain. 

PSALM XXVIII. 

King David prays God to defend him from the 
malice and artince of his enemies, and from the 
judgments that should fall upon them. He praises 
aim likewise for the care he took of him, trusts in 
his assistance, and prays for the prosperity of the 
IsrcLelites. 

Reflections. 

What we are to gather from this Psalm is, I. In 
all our wants to call upon the Lord, lifting up our 
hands and hearts to him, to implore his assistance, 
beseeching him not to suffer us to be exposed to the 
miseries of the ungodly. II. That God renders to 
the wicked according to their works ; and particu- 
larly destroys the double-minded and deceitful men, 
who speak peace to their neighbours, while their 
hearts are full of rancour and hatred. III. That 
what brings men to misery and destruction is their 
not taking heed to the works of the Lord, that they 
may learn from thence to fear him. IV. The praises 
which David adds to his prayers, show that good 
men call upon the Lord, entirely relying upon his 
goodness ; that God hears those who ceJI upon him, 
and will always be the shield and strength of the 
righteous, and the protector of his people. 
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PSALM XXIX. 

This is an exhortation to acknowledge the ma- 
jesty of God, as it appears in all his works ; and 
particularly in thunder and lightning. The prophet 
speaks likewise of the protection which God vouch* 
safed to his people IsraeL ' 

Reflections. 
The reading of this Psalm engages us to adore 
with reverence and fear the majesty of God, which 
he gives so many proofs of in his works. This 
Psalm teaches us in particular, that God by his 
power produces the thunder which is heard in the 
air, and its surprising effects ; that he presides over 
all such events, and that his providence makes use 
of them to exercise his judgments, and to make 
known his greatness to mankfnd. Thus should we 
take occasion from the works of nature to fear God, 
and to put our whole trust in him, remembering that 
he is the Lord and judge of the world, and exerts 
his power to punish those who offend him, as he 
employs it at other times for the good of his people 
and of all his children. 

PSALM XXX. 

In this Psalm, David returns solemn thanks to 
God that he had delivered him, and made his wrath 
give way to his mercy. He acknowledges that he 
had in prosperity forgot himself, and therefore God 
had chastened him, to bring him s^ain to a sense of 
his duty, and to induce him to call upon him with 
greater fervency ; and he vows he will praise God 
for ever, because he had heard him. It is tliought 
this Psalm relates to what David did when he re- 
turned to Jerusalem after the conspiracy of Absalom^ 
to purge his house which had been defiled by that 
unnatural son. 

Reflections. 

This religious song of thanksgiving is particularly 
adapted to persons that have escaped some great dan- 
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ger. Those whom God has thus delivered, ought, in 
imitation of David^ to celebrate his goodness, and 
to invite all men to celebrate it with them ; acknow- 
ledging that his anger endureth hut a moment^ and 
thai in his favour is life. But above all, we ought 
to take notice of the instructions here given us con- 
cerning the usefulness of affliction. David observes, 
TTiat when he was in prosperity^ he said^ he should 
never be moved; but as soon as God had hid his 
Jace^ he urns troubled; and that he cried to the Lord 
and was heard by him. Let this convince us of the 
use and necessity of afflictions. Even the best of 
men sometimes forget themselves in prosperity ; but 
God makes use of adversity to inspire them with a 
holy fear, to bring them to a sense of their dutVy and 
to oblige them to have recourse to him ; and then 
he is reconciled and hears their cry, changing their 
sorrow into ioy, and their complaints into songs of 
praise. This is a doctrine of general use, and de- 
serves our most serious meditation, that if God grants 
us rest, we may not abuse it ; and if he sends us ad- 
versity, it may serve to humble us, and draw us more 
eiFectually unto him. 

PSALM XXXL 

King David prays God, that as he trusted in him, 
he would be pleased to defend him against the evils 
he endured irom his enemies, and even from his 
nearest friends; and being persuaded that his prayer 
should be heard, he rejoices in the deliverance which 
he expected from the goodness of the Lord. 

Me/lections. 

I. The confidence which David in this Psalm 
seems to be inspired with, and the prayers which he 
here addresses to his Almighty Protector, show, that 
the children of God> full of confidence in the divine 
goodness, draw nigh to him in all their wants, and 
are never disappointed in their hofpes. Let us imi- 
tate David in nis piety and confidence in God, re^ 
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commend ourselves continually to his protection, 
and always have this prayer in our hearts, Ijito thy 
hand I commit my spirit ; for thou hast redeemed me^ 
O Lord thou God of truth. II. The evils and persecu- 
tions which David suffered, even from his nearest 
relations, and the manner in which he submitted to 
these severe trials, prove, that if we are exposed to 
sufferings, we ought to bear them patiently, without 
entertaining any malice or hatred in our hearts against 
those who injure us, not resenting the evils they do 
us, but waiting with resignation for the divine as- 
sistance. Observe, lastly, in this Psalm, how David 
is transported with sense of God's favour towards 
those that fear him, and of the greatness of those 
good things he lays up in store For them. Let all 
Qiat fear God consider this for their comfort ; and 
let this consideration encourage them more and more 
to obey and please him. The exhortation which 
concludes this hymn, naturally tends to produce this 
effect ; O love the Lord^ all ye saintsj for the Lord 
preserves the faithful ; be of good courage^ and he 
shall strengthen your hearty all ye that hope in the 
Lord, 

PSALM XXXII. 

I. This doctrinal Psalm teaches us, that man's 
true happiness consists in the pardon of his sins, and 
in the purity of his conscience ; and that this favour 
is obtained by a sincere confession of sin, and by 
truly returning to God. II. David exhorts men to 
make a good use of this doctrine, and to take heed 
not to harden their hearts ; threatening the wicked 
with the greatest miseries, and promising complete 
happiness to the righteous. 

Reflections. 

I. We must make the same reflection upon the 
first words of this Psalm, as St. Paid does in the 
fourth chapter of the epistle to the Momans ; which 
is, that the happiness of man, and his justification 
before God, consist in the pardon of sins, in peac^ 
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of conscience, and a sense of God's mercy. II. King 
David teaches us, that if we desire to attain this happy- 
condition, we must have a clean heart, and a pure 
conscience ; that the remission of sins is the effect 
of God's mercy ; that in order to obtain it, we must 
sincerely confess and forsake our sins, which, as soon 
as we confess and forsake them, are blotted out, and 
God restores us to a sense of his grace and favour. 
III. It appears from this Psalm, that a true penitent, 
when he has received pardon for sins, does not only 
praise God for his own happiness, but endeavours, 
as much as in him lies, to bring other men to repent- 
ance and conversion. This is the direct tendency of 
these exhortations and instructions we read at the 
end of this Psalm, wherein David warns us not to 
harden our hearts, as sinners do; and assures us, 
That many sorrmos shall be to the wicked ; but he 
that trusteth in the Ltord, mercy shall encompass him 
about; and that those who are righteous^ shall rejoice 
and be glad in the Lord ; and all that are upright of 
heart shaU slioutjbrjoy, 

PSALM XXXIII. 

I. David exhorts the righteous to praise God with 
heart and voice, from the consideration of his good- 
ness, righteousness, and power, which appear m the 
works of creation and providence. II. He represents 
God, as seeing all things, examining the actions of 
men, and displaying his mercy towards those that 
fear him, and trust in him. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm engages us to make these five reflec- 
tions. I. That it is a duty highly reasonable as well 
as delightful to praise God : but that none but up- 
right men can oischarge it in a becoming manner ; 
and that the praise of God is only proper in their 
mouths. II. That we ought to praise God, because he 
has created the world by his almighty power, and be- 
cause he governs it wisely and j ustly by his providence. 
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III. That if it was a OTeat advantage to the Israelites^ 
to be the people whom God had chosen for his in- 
heritance, and who were in a peculiar manner pro- 
tected by him ; the fevour whicn God has vouchsafed 
us, in amnitting us into his church, and entering into 
covenant with us, is a still more glorious privUege. 

IV. That God has a perfect knowledge of all that 
passes in the world, and in particular that he sees all 
the actions and thoughts of men, which is expressed 
in these words. The Lord looketk from heaven^ he 
beholdeth all the sons of men ; from the place of his 
habitation, he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 
earth, and considereth all their works. This thought 
should continually possess our souls, that the consi- 
deration of the presence of God, and of his infinite 
knowledge, may engage vA to walk before him in 
holiness and righteousness. Laistly, Since David 
has told us, That the eyes of the Lord are upon 
those that fear him, and upon them that hope in his 
mercy ; let us observe from thence, that the true way 
to have God our friend is to trust in him, to fear him, 
without ceasing to apply to him for mercy ; and to this 
end, to pray continually in the words of the prophet, 
Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee. 

PSALM XXXIV. 

I. In this Psalm of thanksgiving, which is like- 
wise doctrinal, David prsiises God for delivering him, 
when he was discovered by the Philistines in the city 
of Gath. II. He represents God's care and protection 
of his children, the advantages which the fear of God 
procures them, and the fatal lot of the wicked* The 
whole is expressed in this Psalm with particular 
strength and oeauty. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm is deservedly esteemed one of the 
noblest and most edifying. iLmgDavid^ere informs 
us by bis instructions and example, I. That when 
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God grants us any deliverance, or any other favour, 
we ought to express our gratitude, not only by our 
own tbinkfulnessybut by inviting others likewise to 
praise him with us. II. That tne Lord never fails 
to hear and deliver the righteous who call upon him 
in their distress, and ^nploys even angels for their 
defence. III. David in mis Psalm seems thoroughly 
affected with a sense of God's goodness, and the 
happiness which those experience who are partakers 
of Ins love; and describes, in a beautiful msmner, the 
nature of pietV) exhorting the saints to live always 
in the fear of tne Lord, to be sincere in their words 
and actions, to fly from evil, do good, and seek peace. 
Lastly, The Psalmist sets before us, the inestunable 
benents and advanta^ of holiness, since they that 
fear the Lord can lack nothing; his eyes being always 
over the righteous, his ears open to their cries, and 
if they are exposed to many misfortunes, he delivers 
them from them all at the last ; whereas he sets his 
face against the wicked for their destruction. Nothing 
can be of greater use, than continually to call to mind 
these divine and excellent lessons, to have them con- 
tinually before our eyes and in our hearts ; to which 
end we must frequently read this admirable Psalm, 
and make a constant use of it for our edification and 
comfort. 

PSALM XXXV. 

David implores the divine assistance against his 
enemies, whose malice, injustice, ingratitude, and 
cruelty, he describes. He mentions nis own inno- 
cence, and the manner in which he behaved him- 
self towards them : he threatens their ruin ; and 
blesses God beforehand for the deliverance he ex* 
pected from his power and goodness. 

Me/lecti&ns. 

We may collect in general from this Psalm, that 
God defends good men ; that the wicked, and such as 
persecute the faithful, are exposed to his vengeance; 
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and that it is the duty of the righteous to rejoice in 
God, when his glory is promoted by their deliver- 
ance. But we must not conclude from what David 
says here, airainst his enemies, that we are allowed to 
A evU tothose who injure ^ or rejoice when any 
evil happens to them. We are to remember, that 
the enemies of David were enemies to God himself; 
and that David^ as a prophet, and one who had an 
express promise of the aivine assistance, might de- 
nounce destruction against those who opposed him. 
However, in reality, he was so far from wishing them 
any evil, that he was even afflicted at the evil which 
did befall them, as he himself testifies in this Psalm, 
wherein he declares he had behaved towards them 
as if they had been his friends and his brethren. 
These sentiments suit still better with Christians, 
who know that the Laws of the Gospel oblige them 
to love all men, even those who hate them, to do 
them good, and pray for them, in conformity to the 
precepts and examples of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

PSALM XXXVL 

David does two things in this Psalm, L He de- 
scribes the impiety and malice of the wicked. IL He 
celebrates' the goodness of God towards his creatures 
in general, anif particularly the excellence of those 
good things he bestows upon them that fear him. 

Reflections, 

I. In this Psalm we have a description of the sen- 
timents and behaviour of the wicked and ungodly, 
who have no fear of God before their eyes, but 
flatter themselves, and are confirmed more and 
more in their wickedness, and without any dread 
of evil seek only to hurt others. II. David here 
observes, that the righteous have very different 
sentiments; that they adore the power and justice 
of God, manifested m his works and all his judg- 
ments ; but they are transported with the consider- 
ation of his immense goodness, and the favours he 
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bestoivs on those who love him and put their trust 
in him. The reading of this Psalm teaches us to 
avoid all impiety, and to cleave sted&stly to God by 
a sincere love and holy fear, that we may rejoice in 
him with righteousness, and say with Davzc/, O God, 
how preciotis is thy goodness I the children of men 
hide ^themselves under the shadow of thy wings. We 
shall be satisfied with the fatness of thy house, and 
thou shcdtffive us drink of the rivers of thy pleasures. 

PSALM XXXVII. 

The design of this instructive Psalm is, to show 
that we should not be surprised if the wicked are 
sometimes happy in this life, and if good men are in 
afflictions. David proves, that sooner or later God 
fails not to deliver good men, and to reward their 
piety, and to make wicked men feel the eiSects of 
nis wrath. This Psalm contains admirable instruc- 
tions, and such as are very powerful to engage us to 
fear God, and to turn us away from evil ; wherefore 
we ought to read and meditate upon it with great 
attention. 

Reflections* 

The sum of the doctrine contained in this Psalm 
is, that we ought not to envy the happii^ess which 
the wicked enjoy in this world, nor be offended at 
the afflictions of good men. We are to observe here, 
that injustice, hatred, and malice against the righte- 
ous, self-conceit, pride, violence, and impiety, make 
up the character of the wicked; that, on the con- 
trary, good men trust in the Lord, and are conti- 
nually doing good, place their whole happiness in 
liim, are always quiet, meek, and humble, love to 
give, and to exercise charity, and their discourse is 
lull of wisdom and edification. David assures us 
that such men are blessed and protected of God ; 
that true happiness is their lot; that the divine fa- 
vour extends to them and their posterity ; that if 
they are sometimes in affliction, in their trials they 
experience the divine assistance, and have a happy 
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issue out of all their troubles. It is not so with the 
ungodly ; their prosperity is only imi^nary, and of 
short duration ; God confounds their unjust designs, 
and his anger, in a very sensible manner, falls upon 
them, and all that belongs to them. Every day's 
experience verifies what this Psalm teaches ; and 
therefore the effect which the reading of it should 
produce, is, to convince us, that our whole happi- 
ness depends on our perseverance in piety, which is 
attended with such sure and glorious rewards. 

PSALM XXXVIII. 

In this devout prayer David beseeches the Lord 
not to correct him in his anger. He complains of 
the punishments he suffered for his sins, and of his 
being forsaken by his friends, and persecuted by his 
enemies, and gives proofs of his humility, piety, ani 
trust in God. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm offers to our consideration these four 
things : I. It represents to us the sentiments of a 
penitent sinner, humbled imder the load of his sins, 
and a sense of the divine displeasure : these senti- 
ments are expressed in this prayer ; O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thy lorath^ nor chasten me in thy hot dis^ 
pleasure, ll. What is said in this Psahn is very 
proper for the instruction and consolation of those 
who are afflicted with pains and diseases, or in any 
other manner : David teaches them by his own ex- 
ample to look upon the evils that befall them, how 
severe soever they be, as a just correction for their 
sins, and to ask God pardon for them. III. If they 
suffer by the malice and injustice of men, they 
should imitate David in his hmnility, patience, and 
;neekness, and wait with resignation till God, who 
never foraakes the innocent, is pleased to deliver 
them. IV. We learn from David's complaints of 
the cruelty and injustice of his enemies, that those 
who afflict the innocent, rejoice in other men's mis- 
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fortunes, and return evil for good, shall not escape 
the just judgment of God. 

PSALM XXXIX. 

I. David declares m this Psalm, that he had made 
a firm resolution not to murmur at the prosperity of 
the wicked, nor his own sufferings. II. He ob- 
serves, that he had overcome this temptation by con- 
sidering the shortness of this life, and the vanity of 
the ^ood things of this world. III. He beseeches 
Goa to pardon his sins, and deliver him from his 
afflictions, and humbly submits to the chastisements 
that God had sent him. 

Reflections. 

I. This' Psalm contains an excellent doctrine; 
which is, that the way never to iaU into murmuring, 
nor to suffer ourselves to be tempted or offended 
when we see the temporal prosperity of the wicked, 
is, to represent to ourselves the shortness of our 
lives, the insignificancy of the good thingps of this 
word, and the vanity of men's labours for earthly 
things. II. David teaches us, that God can put an 
end to our lives when he pleases, and deprive us of 
all our advantafipes ; that we are only strangers and 
sojourners here below; and that the only remedy 
for the miseries and vanity of human life is, to put 
all our hope in the Lord, to ask his assistance, and 
pardon of our sins, and to submit with resignation to 
nis holy will; saying, when he afflicts us, / became 
dumbi and opened not my mouthy becattse thou didst it. 
With such thoughts as these, we are sure to be easy 
and happy; we may rely upon God, and praise 
him, ana rejoice in him, both in prosperity and ad- 
versity. 

PSALM XL. 

I. The prophet David praises God for the deliver- 
ances and &vours he had received from his goodness, 
devotes himself to his service, and acknowledges, that 
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by submission to the will of God, rather than by sa- 
crifices, he hoped to be accepted. II. He makes a 
vow to praise God in the most public manner, and 
beseedies him to assist him in his afflictions and dan- 
gers ; and, above all, to deliver him from his sins. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm contains extraordinary strains of piety 
and gratitude. We here observe the sentiments of a 
heart full of confidence, and affected with a lively sense 
of God's mercies, widi a profound humility, and an 
ardent desire to be entirely devoted to him. Therefore 
the instructions we here meet with are these : I. Hiat 
in our afflictions we ought to wait patiently for the 
Lord, whO) though he delay for a time, will come at 
last to the assistance of those that hope in him. 11. 
That the true happiness of man consists in choosing 
the Lord for his refuge, without seeking for it in men, 
or in the things of the world. HI. Tliat the mercies 
of God towards us are so many in number, that we 
cannot reckon them, nor celebrate them as they de- 
serve. IV. That what God chiefly requires of us is, 
that we should submit ourselves to him without re- 
serve ; saying, ZrO, I come to do thy will, O God ; thy 
law is tvithin my heart : and that we should publlsn 
his praises and nis truth before all the world. We 
see in this Psalm, that this is the only service that is 
pleasing to God ; and that when we are in this condi- 
tion, we may call upon him with a full assurance of his 
assistance. Lastly, We must consider that David 
speaks In this Psalm, as the type of Jesus Christy when 
he says, Sacri/ice and offering thou didst not desire^ 
but mine ears hast thou opened* Then said /, Lo^ I 
come to do thy vnU^ O my God* St Paul applies these 
words to our Lord in the Epistle to the Hebrews^ and 
remarks, that by Jesus Chrisfs oblation and sacrifice 
of himself, we are sanctified and dedicated to God. 
This affords a powerful motive to celebrate the infi- 
nite love of our Redeemer, to devote ourselves to the 
Lord, and conform in all things to his will. 

c4 
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PSALM XLI. 

David promises particular blessings to those who 
behave themselves charitably towards the afilicted, 
and complains of the cruelty of his enemies^ and even 
of his friends, who, instead of compassionating his 
miseries, wished for his death, and said, that God 
punished him 'for his sins. 

R^lections. 

In this Psalm, the blessing of God is promised to 
those who have compassion on the afflicted, who 
ju^e charitably of them, and comfort them in their 
sunerings. David assures the kind and charitable, 
that God will deliver them in their calamities, that 
he will heal them when they are sick and languish- 
ing, and that he wiUpreserve them, and make them 
happy in this life. Tnese promises ought to inspire 
us with sentiments of charity and compassion for 
the imfortunate, and engage us to comfort them, and 
contribute to their ease as far as we are able. On the 
the hand, what David says of the proceedings of 
his enemies, shows us that it is a great sin to insult 
the miserable, to wish evil, or to desire the death 
of any one, and to judge that all those whom God 
afflicts are punished because of their sins. This 
should teach us to avoid hard-heartedness and rash 
judgments, and to think always favourably of people 
in affliction, and especially of those who are remark- 
able for piety, and the fear of the Lord. 

PSALM XLIL 

The prophet expresses, with great strength and 
energy, his unfeigned sorrow to see himself banished 
from the house of God, by the persecution of his 
enemies, and his hearty desire to return to it again, 
that he might serve God among the faithful; he 
likewise describes his alarms, and the conflict he had 
within himself, which he had overcome by confidence 
in the divine assistance. 
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Re/lections* 

In the earnest desire of the prophetic author of 
this Psalm, who was probably David^ to come again 
to the house of God, which he was kept from, we 
see what sentiments true devotion and smcere piety- 
inspire men with. The faithful desire nothing more 
sincerely, than to appear before God, and particu- 
larly, to worship in the assemblies of the saints, and 
to be edified by the company and good examples of 
godly men. In like manner, there is nothing grieves 
them more than to be deprived of that coinfort, and 
to see the wicked impiously insult God, and scoff at 
the just man's trust in him. Observe next, that the 
author of this Psalm had been in exceeding great 
distress, and as it were sinking under the afflicting 
hand of God ; in which condition his soul was dis- 
tracted, and almost destitute of comfort ; but that, 
nevertheless, his hixk had raised and comforted 
him. This example ought to strengthen the righte- 
ous in their afflictions, comfort them in their greatest 
bitterness of soul, and make them say with David, 
Why art thou cast down, O my soulf And why art 
thou disquieted within me ? Hope in God, for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God, 

PSALM XLIII. 

In this Psalm, as well as the foregoing, the Psalm- 
ist, persecuted and driven from the tabernacle, begs 
God to deliver him from his enemies, and restore 
him the valuable blessing of serving and praising 
God in public, and comforts himself with the pros- 
pect of his assistance. 

Reflections. 

The reading of this Psalm shows, that if the pro- 
phet begged of God to deliver him from the malice 
of his enemies, it was chiefly with a view to return 
to the tabernacle, that he might praise God, and ex- 

c5 
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press his ioy, love, and gratitude. This the children 
of God desire above all things, and this it is that 
supports and comforts them most effectually in all 
their trials and afflictions. Lastly, the complaints 
and sighs of the prophet, in this and the foregoing 
Psalms, because he could not come into the house 
of God, should engage those who have the liberty 
to serve God in the religious assemblies, gladly to 
improve so inestimable a blessing. 

PSALM XLIV. 

This Psalm was composed ata time when the peo* 

Sle of Israel were under affliction and persecution, 
^'he prophet here makes mention of the wonders 
God nad wrought in bringing their forefathers into 
the land of Cancum^ from whence he hopes that God 
would again display his power in behalf of the af- 
flicted Israelites^ and deliver them. He describes the 
sad condition they were in at that time, and the 
severe persecutions to which they were exposed. 

Reflections* 

I. The Israelites in their afflictions call to remem- 
brance the many signal blessings which God had for- 
merly conferred upon that nation. Thus should we, 
in our afflictions, comfort ourselves with the consider- 
ation of the goodness of the Lord, and the evident 
? roofs he has in all ages given of his power and mercy. 
I. As the Jews acbiowledged that their fathers had 
become masters of the land of Canaan^ not by their 
own strength, but by the power of God; we should 
likewise give God the glory of all the privileges and 
blessings we enjoy, and confess that his favour is the 
happiness and security of nations, and particularly of 
the Church. III. The complaints the Jews make of 
their deplorable condition, show, that in all times the 
Church has been afflicted; and that God often per- 
mits his people to be delivered into the hands of the 
wicked, and the feithful to be cruelly persecuted. 
This is St. PauVs reflection, in the eighth chapter 
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of the Epistle to the Romans, where he applies to 
Christians these words of this Psalm ; For thy sake we 
are killed all the day long, we are accounted as sheep for 
the sUmghier, God permits it so to be for the glory 
of his name, and to try and purify his churcL 
Lastly, We see here, that the faithful, though God 
afflicts them, do not forget him, nor forsake his cove- 
nant; and therefore he is always ready to come to 
their assistance, and to hear them when they call 
upon him in time of need. 

PSALM XLV. 

This Psalm is a nuptial song upon the marria^ 
of king Solomon, and contains a description of the 
glory of that prince and his consort; it is likewise a 
prophetical Psalm, and relates to our Lord Jesw 
Christ. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm is to be considered in two lights, 1. 
As a hymn designed to procure the divine blessing 
upon the marriage of Solomon, and upon his king- 
dom. II. As it properly relates to Jesus Christ, the 
husband and king of the Church. In this Psalm there 
is express mention made of his divinity, of his anoint^ 
ing, of his power, of the glory and duration of his 
kingdom. This St. Paul teaches us in the first 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, where he 
applies to our Lord the words of this Psalm : TTiy 
throne, O God, is for ever amd ever: a sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom : God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows. These words can pro- 
perly suit no other but Christ Jesus ; and as they 
describe his infinite power and glory, they engage us 
to reverence and adore him, and in all things to sub- 
mit to him, that we may share in the blessings he 
pours upoil his Church, and upon all those who iiave 
the happiness to live under his dominion. 

c6 
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PSALM XLVI. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving, for the assist- 
ance God had granted his people, at a time when 
they had been attacked by several nations. 

Reflections. 

We are to learn from hence, that God is the pro- 
tector of his Church, and that even when kings and 
nations, who are represented in this Psalm by floods 
and torrents, are confederate against it, God renders 
all their efforts vain, and powerfully delivers it The 
Christian Church has still greater share in these 
promises and the divine protection than the ancient 
people had, since this is for ever to subsist. This 
the Church has always experienced ; this the faith- 
ful should consider for their comfort, and the con- 
firmation of their fidth. 

PSALM XLVIL 

The prophet exhorts all the inhabitants of the 
earth to praise God, to adore his majesty and power, 
and acknowledge that the Lord, who had made a 
covenant with the children oi Israel, was the king of 
the world, and that all the people ought to submit 
themselves to him. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm should excite us to praise God, and 
to celebrate his glory with holy transports, as he is 
the king of the whole earth, and deserves the ado- 
ration of all men; but above all, because he has 
chosen us to be his people and his inheritance. 
What we read in this Psalm is particularly applica- 
ble to the times of the Gospel, and especially to our 
Lord's triumphant ascension to the glory of his 
kingdom, and to the happiness which the several 
nations of the earth now enjoy in being accounted 
the people of God. 
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PSALM XLVIIL 

In this Psalm, which was composed upon occasion 
of some deliverance that God had granted the city 
of Jerusalem^ the prophet praises God for defeating 
the counsels and attemps of the kings who had as- 
saulted that city ; and he describes the strength of 
Jerusalem^ and God's protection of his people. 

The reflection we are to make upon this Psalm is, 
that the Church has often been attacked by the kings 
and nations of the world, who had conspired toge- 
ther to destroy it ; but that God has always watched 
over it, and rendered all the conspiracies of its ene- 
mies vain, and turned them to their own confusion. 
This Psalm assures us very expressly, that the 
Church is the dearest thin^ to God upon earth; that 
he dwells in the midst of it ; that he encompasses it 
with his protection ; and that he will always support 
it. These promises are still better suited to the 
Christian than to the Jewish Church, and ought to 
convince us of our happiness, in beine members of 
Christ's Church, and fill all sincere Christians with 
stedfast hope and confidence in God, 

PSALM XLIX. 

In this Psalm, which is doctrinal and instructive, 
the prophet proves, by several considerations, that 
the nappiness of man does not consist in the riches 
.and honours of the world; that those who place their 
glory and their happiness in them, are fools and 
madmen; and therefore, that we ought not to set 
our hearts upon these things, neither fearing nor 
envying such as possess them ; but that we should 
put our trust in God alone, who can render happy, 
even after death, those who fear him, and put their 
whole trust in him. 

Reflections* 
There are many very important reflections to be 
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made on this Psalm. It teaches us, that such as trust 
in their goods and riches, or that are puffed up with 
their honours and credit, are fools and blind. We 
have here represented the vanity and folly of the pro- 
jects and schemes laid by worlaly men for their own 
advancement, and the glory of their families. The 
prophet remarks, that God makes all their schemes 
abortive ; that death robs them of all their glory ; 
that they become a prey to the grave; and that their 
riches cannot redeem their soub, nor secure them 
from death and the judgment of God. Lastly, This 
Psalm teaches us, tnat it is not so with those that put 
their trust in God, since they are sure that he will 
redeem them, even from death, and will take them to 
himself to all eternity. High and low ought to attend 
to and meditate on these instructions, as the prophet 
exhorts them ; those who are rich, or in an exalted 
station, should remember them, lest they foi^et God, 
and fall into pride; and people of mean rank, should 
learn from hence never to envy the glory, riches, and 
prosperity, which fall to the lot of others; and all in 
general are here taught to wean their affections 
from the world, and to seek their happiness wholly 
in the favour and love of God. 

PSALM L. 

The design of this Psalm is, to reprove the hy- 
pocris jr of the Israelites^ who placed their confidence 
m sacrifices and ceremonial observances, whilst they 
neglected to observe the most essential duties of 
religion. I. God here speaks to his people, and 
declares, that he regarded not sacrifices and ex- 
ternal worship, but that the service he requires con- 
sists in praising and calling upon him with sincerity. 
II. He severely reproves hypocrites, who profess 
to live in covenant with him, and to serve him, and 
y^ give themselves up to sin ; he denounces his 
jiJvments against them, and exhorts them to true 
re^ntance. 
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Reflections. 

This Psalm, which is very instructive, teaches us, 
that the service of God does not consist in outward 
duties, such as were the ancient sacrifices, and such 
as now are acts of public worship, ceremonies, and 
the outward profession of religion. Indeed, these du- 
ties are indispensable, and ou^ht not to be neglect- 
ed, since God has appointed t£em, and that they are 
agreeable to him, wnen discharged as they ought to 
be. However, the true worship which Goa requires, 
is to serve him in spirit and in truth, to praise him, 
to call upon him, and to do his will. As for those 
who profess to serve God, to take his covenant in 
their mouths, and who, nevertheless, abandon them- 
selves to sin, and particularly to injustice, impurity, 
deceit, and slander; we see here, that God cannot 
endure their hypocrisy, and that if he does not 
punish them immediately, they must not ima^ne 
they shall escape his judgment. Sinners and mlse 
Christians should carefiuly improve to their ad- 
vantage what is said in this Psalm ; and all of us 
ought seriously to reflect upon it, that we may not 
oTOnd God by an hypocritical worship, but calling 
upon him witn sincerity, and studying, above aH 
things, to do what he commandeth, may render to 
him such service as sliall be acceptable in his sight, 
and procure his favour towards us. 

PSALM LI. 

This is king DavitTs penitential Psalm, wherein 
he implores the mercy of God with great zeal and 
humibty ; makes confession of his sin ; and prays to 
God to renew him by his Spirit, and to restore to 
him peace of conscience ; that, having recovered his 
favour, he may praise him, and become an e^^ample 
to sinners. He hopes God will approve his repent- 
ance, and offers up prayers for the welfare of JerU" 
8akm and prosperity ol the Israelites, 
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JReflectionSm 

This Psalm is one of those that are of the most 
general use, and in which we may best observe the 
motions and characters of true repentance. Herein 
we discover, I. The lively sense David had of his 
sin, his humble and public confession of it before 
God and man, and his recourse to the mercy of God. 
II. We here observe, that David does not only pray 
God to pardon his sins, but likewise to deliver him 
from them, and ^rant him his Spirit to purify and 
renew him. IIL We here see the promises he 
makes to return to the ways of godliness, and by his 
example and instructions to convert sinners. IV. 
David expresses his hope and confidence that God 
will not reject his repentance. Lastly, After he had 
prayed for himself, he entreats God to continue his 
blessing upon Jerusalem^ and his whole kingdom. 
It appears from this Psalm that it is the duty of 
sinners, and particularly those that have fallen into 

treat sins, to be sensiole of the greatness of them, 
umbly to acknowledge and confess them, and even 
publichr before men, when it is necessary ; earnestly 
to implore the mercy of God with true contrition, 
and to beg of him a sincere conversion, and the 
assistance of his Spirit, that they may never more 
fall into sin. Lastly, A penitent sinner, that is truly 
humbled for his sins, finds himself indispensably 
obliged to repair the scandal he has given, and con- 
tribute his utmost towards the conversion of otiier 
sinners, and the edification of all, by his example, 
by his exhortations, and by his prayers. This is 
the only way to obtain pardon for the sins we have 
committed, and to procure peace of conscience, and 
the renewal of the grace of God. 

PSALM LII. 

David denounces the judgments of God against 
one of SauVs counsellors, named Doeg^ who, by his 
slanders, had exasperated Savl against him, and had 
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occasioned the death of a g^eat number of the priests, 
who were cruelly slain by Said. For the right 
understanding of this Psalm, it is convenient to read 
the history related in the twenty-second chapter of 
the First Book of SamueL 

Reflections, 

We may gather from this Psalm, I. That the 
wicked, and particularly cruel men and slanderers, 
such as Doeg was, receive from God the punishment 
they deserve ; and that God abhors lying and ca- 
lumny. II. That those who trust in their riches, or 
in their address, become examples of the just judg- 
ment of God ; whilst he bestows his fevour on those 
that put their trust in him, and walk in his ways. 

PSALM LIII. 

I. The prophet describes the extreme impiety 
and general corruption of the time in which he Uvea. 
II. He threatens the wicked with divine vengeance, 
and promises the righteous help and deliverance 
from the Almighty. 

Reflections. 

I. What David says at the beginning of this 
Psalm, The fool hath said in his hearty There is no 
Godi does not imply, that all sinners actually believe 
there is no God ; out the meaning of these words, 
as the prophet himself explains them, is, that their 
impiety was so great and so general, that wicked 
men lived as if they denied the being of a God. The 
complaint which David here makes of the impiety of 
the men of his age, may be applied to a great num- 
ber of Christians, who profess to know God, but in 
works deny him, giving themselves up to all manner 
of impiety. II. It appears, however, from tlie evils 
which David says me righteous axe exposed to by 
means of the ungodly, and from the promises made 
to the godly in afflictions, and when the corruption 
is most general, God has always some true worship- 
pers, who lament this corruption, endeavour to keep 
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themselves free from the infection, and in the midst 
of the disorders that prevail, always look up to God, 
and put their trust m him. . III. This Fsalm en- 
sages us to consider further, that God beholds from 
heaven the sins which are committed ; that he will 
punish them; and that those who dread not his 

f»ower, shall one day have terror and consternation 
or their portion. Lastly, It should be remarked, 
that St. Paul, in the third chapter of his Epistle to 
the Romans^ quotes this Psalin, to prove that the 
Jews were sinners as well as the heathen ; that, con- 
sequently, they could not be Justified by the law of 
Mosesj but only by fiaith in tjems Christ, 

PSALM LIV. 

King Saul being informed by the men of Ziph, 
that David was retired into their country, and ffoing 
thither to take him, David prays God to defend him 
from those that sought his death, and he promises to 
praise and bless him when he granted ms request. 
The event which gave occasion to this prayer, is 
recorded in the twenty-third and twenty-sixth 
chapters of the First Book of Samuel. 

Reflections. 

In this Psalm David does three things. I. He 
implores the divine assistance in the &nger that 
threatened him. II. He expresses a firm reliance 
upon God. HI. He promises to praise him for ever. 
The Royal Prophet teaches us by his example, that 
prayer should always be our refuge in the time of 
danger; that even when men have conspired our 
ruin, if we call upon the Lord with a pure heart, he 
will protect us ; and that when he has heard us, we 
ought to bless him with all our heart, and make 
grateful acknowledgments. 

PSALM LV. 

Davidf fearing he should fall into the hands of his 
enemies, caUs upon the Lord, and represents the ex- 

8 
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treme danger he was in. He complams, that he had 
been betrayed and slandered by those very men 
whom he had shown the greatest friendship to, and 
had confided most in. l£>wever, he comforts him- 
self with hopes that God would not forsake him, but 
would destroy those that sought his ruin. 

Reflections. 

The example of David shows, I. That the faith- 
ful may be persecuted by wicked men, and even 
sometimes hated by those whose assistance they had 
reason to expect. II. That in this condition they 
apply themselves to God with confidence, and are 
assured he will support them, and restrain the malice 
of those who unjustly persecute them. However, 
we must take care not to make an ill use of this 
Psalm, and some others of the like nature, by ap-* 
plying: what David says asfainst his persecutors to 
&e .^om which we may have oif complaining 
against others, for any uneasiness or displeasure 
\diich we may be exposed to by them. The of- 
fences we receive are, generally speaking, trifling : 
and if not, a Christian is bound to fori^ve all, and 
to hate no man ; and should be so far from making 
imprecations against any, that he ought to pray for 
those who do nim the greatest injury, herein con- 
forming to the laws of the Gospel, and to that pat- 
tern of patience and meekness which our Lord has 
given us in his life and death. 

PSALM LVI. 

David having been taken by the Philistines in the 
city of Gaih^ as we read in the twenty-first chapter 
of the First Book of Samuel^ prays the Lord to have 
pity on him in that pressing danger; and to his 
prayer joins praises and thanksgivings, which show 
the great trust he put in God. 

Me/lectians* 
By the example of David we are here taught, that 
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whatever extremity the children of God are in, and 
when even force and artifice are employed against 
them, they are not moved : that their trust in God 
is so firm, that they do not fear what man can do 
unto them ; and that even before their deliveranoe 
they rejoice in the Lord, and pay him their vows and 
thanksgivings. David assures us likewise, that the 
sufferings of the righteous are precious in the sight 
of God, that he sees their troubles and afflictions, 
and that he puts their tears into his bottle. This is 
an inestimable blessing which piety procures for us, 
and is the greatest comfort in our adversities. 

PSALM LVIL 

David fljring before SauU and being hid in a cave, 
where he was surprised by SauU as we read in the 
twenty-fourth chapter of the First Book of Samuel^ 
offers up this prayer to God, in which he calls upon 
him for his help, and shows the firm confidence he 
had in his protection. 

Reflections. 

We find in this, as in the preceding Psalms, that 
David, animated by his piety, and supported by his 
faith, always applied to God for deliverance in the 
dangers tliat threatened liim. Though we are not 
exposed to dangers like those of David formerly, 
and therefore cannot apply to ourselves all we read 
in this Psalm, we may nevertheless from hence con- 
clude in general, that in our necessities we should 
draw nign to God, and hide ourselves imder the 
shadow of his wings ; being fiilly persuaded, that he 
will not fail to send us help from heaven, and to de- 
liver us. But that we may thus trust in him, we 
must always adhere stedfastly to our duty, and never 
make use of any imworthv means to extricate our- 
selves from any pressing (difficulties ; herein imitat- 
ing David, who when he had it in his power to take 
away Savts life, when tliat king came into the cave 
where he was, would not do it. Lastly, As David, 
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at the end of the Psahn praises the Lord with 
holy transports of joy ; so it is our duty, after 
we have experienced the divine assistance, to thank 
and praise his holy name, and every where publish 
his goodness towards us. * 

PSALM LVIIL 

I. This is a complaint of David ^^ainst wicked 
judges, whose impiety and obstinacy to do evil he 
ere describes. II. He likewise foretells, that the 
divine vengeance should quickly overtake and en- 
tirely destroy them. It is probable David here 
speaks of the counsellors of Said. 

Refkctions, 

This is a Psalm which those in public offices 
ought to take good notice of, because it teaches 
them, that if they do not administer strict justice, if 
they oppress the innocent with artifice or violence, 
the vengeance of God will overtake them. And in 

general, we see here, that all those who harden 
lemselves in their evil ways, without hearkening to 
the voice of God, are likewise threatened with his 
vengeance. Lastly, we learn from this Psalm, that 
Providence governs all things righteously; and 
though the wicked prosper, and good men are af- 
flicted for a while, yet they will always have reason 
to acknowle4ge. That there is a reward for the right" 
e<ms, and that there is a God who judges in the 
earth. 

PSALM LIX. 

David, in danger of being taken by some persons 
whom Sard had sent to his house for that purpose, 
represents to the Lord the great danger he was id ; 
not doubting but God womd deliver him from his 
enemies, restrain their malice, and make them ex- 
amples to all the world. The history which gave 
occasion to this Psalm is contained in the nineteenth 
chapter of the First Book of SamueL 
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Me/lections* 

That we may improve by the reading of this 
Psahn, it is proper to make these two reflections. I. 
That David's prayers were heard, and that Prori- 
dence furnished him with means of escaping the fiiry 
of Satdy who sought his life ; from whence we learn, 
that the prayers of the fiaithifiil, and their confidence 
in God, are never in vain. 11. It is to be observed, 
that what David says in this Psalm against his ene- 
mies, was not spoken out of a principle of hatred or 
revenge, but being persecuted unjustly, and his cause 
being that of God, he might, as a prophet, denounce 
the mvine judgments against them. However, it is 
not lawful for any private person to make the like 
prayers. All we are allowed to do when men treat 
us with malice and injustice, is to keep within the 
bounds of that meekness prescribed in the Gospel, 
to r^tora good for evil, and wait with patience for the 
divine assistance. 

PSALM LX. 

King David describes in this Psalm, the wars and 
calamities to which the Israelites had been exposed, 
and the victories and deliverances that God had 

granted them. In the eighth chapter of the Second 
ook of Samuel, we learn what was the occasion 
of this Psalm. 

Ite/lectians, 

I. The first thing we observe in this Psahn is, that 
king David lays before God the miseries which had 
beffulen the Israelites : which teaches us, that when 
nations are exposed to war, and other public calami- 
ties, God is tne dispenser of them, to chastise and 
humble them. 11. Z)am^ celebrates the power and 
goodness of God, who had assisted his people, and 

SVen them the victory over their enemies. Thus is 
od reconciled with men, after he has afflicted them ; 
and in particular disappoints the plots and con- 
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tri vances of the enemies of his ChurcL Lastly, This 
Psalm teaches us, that the strength and assistance of 
man is but vanity, and that there is none but the 
Lord who can help and deliver us in our distress, 
and in whom we may safely and perfectly confide. 

PSALM LXL 

This is a Psalm of prayer, and full of comfort. 
In it David prays the Lord to take him into his 
protection ; and expresses the greatest joy and gra- 
titude under the sense of God's favour, and the 
hope of his assistance. 

Me/lections* 

In this Psalm we seeJ)avid groaning and calling 
upon the Lord for help ; but at the same time we see 
him full of joy and confidence. Such are the dispo- 
sitions of all those that fear God: they implore nis 
assistance when any dangers threaten them, and 
make him their secure refuge. But at the same time 
their confidence in him is unshaken and constant, and 
they rejoice in full assurance of his favour, and a 
sense of his goodness ; saying with the prophet, 
whatever their condition be, O Gocf, thou hast heard 
my desires ; thou ha^t given me the heritage of those 
thai fear thy name; wherefore I will sing praise unto 
thy nmnefor ever^ and will daily perform my vows. 

PSALM LXIL 

I. David testifies, that his confidence in God 
made him perfectly easy. 11. He shows, that we 
ought not to trust in men, nor in worldly goods, but 
in God alone, who is die Lord of all things, and the 
judge of all men. 

Reflections, 

David teaches us, by his example, I. That the 
true and only way to enjoy uninterrupted peace and 
tranquillity of mmd, is to trust in God alone : and 
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that when we depend upon him, we fear nothing that 
men can do to us. IL That it is great blindness to 
trust in men, who are vanity itself; to set our heart 
upon the good things of this world, or become proud 
and haughty when we abound in them. Lastly, He 
declares very expressly in this Song, that in the Al- 
mighty alone we ought to place our confidence, since 
he is the Lord and Judge of the world, and will ren- 
der to every one according to his works. These 
three instructions, contained in this Psalm, are of the 
greatest use to secure our happiness and tranquillity. 

PSALM LXm. 
King David, being persecuted, and flying into 
the wilderness of Judah, as we read in the twenty- 
third chapter of the First Book of Samuelj offers up 
to God the prayer contained in this Psahn, wherein 
he declares, that he desired nothing so earnestly as 
to be in the house of the Lord, and that the sense of 
God's goodness filled him with unspeakable joy, and 
a confidence not to be shaken by all the attempts of 
his enemies. 

Re/lectians. 

I. The ardent zeal with which David^when a fugi- 
tive, and persecuted, desired to enjoy the presence of 
the Lord m his holy tabernacle, shows, that whilst 
we are strangers and sojourners in this world, there 
is nothing we ought more earnestly to desire, than to 
serve G<^ to praise him in his house, and to behold 
his face one day in heaven. IL The comfort, joy, 
and confidence, which David gives such extraorm- 
nary proofs of in this Psalm, most evidently show, 
that the sense of the grace and love of God produces 
unspeakable joy and satisfaction in the hearts of the 
faithful, even when they are most afflicted ; that they 
fear no evil whilst they are under his protection; and 
that nothing can disturb or rob them of their peace* 
If therefore we desire to attain true happiness, we 
must seek it in God alone, that he may oe our com- 
fort and joy. 
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PSALM LXIV. 

The Psalmist entreats God to defend him from 
the subtilty and cruelty of his enemies, and foretells 
their ruin, which he says will be manifest to all. 

Reflections. 

We see here, how the wicked often make use of 
artifices and deceit to succeed in their designs, and 
to destroy the innocent; but that God preserves 
those tliat call upon him, and trust in him, from the 
snares that are laid for them, and turns the devices 
of their enemies to their own confusion. This is a 
doctrine which ought to fill the righteous with joy 
and confidence, and en^ge us to adore the gooa- 
ness, wisdom, and justice of the Lord, in his pro- 
ceedings both with good and bad men. 

PSALM LXV. 

This Psalm has two parts. In the first, David 
speaks of the spiritual blessings which God granted 
to those that worshipped hiip in Sion; and in the 
second, of the temporal blessings which God be- 
stowed upon the children of Israel; and particularly 
of the fruitfulness of the land of Canaan. 

Reflections. 

The two parts of this Psalm contain chiefly these 
two instructions : I. That as God was formerly wor- 
shipped in Sion^ and there hearkened to the prayers 
that were offered up to him, he now dwells in his 
Church, and receives favourably the desires of all 
those that call upon him, pardons their sins, and. 
poureth his benefits upon them. This should con- 
vince us how happy we are in being members of the 
Church of God, and in the number of those whom 
he has chosen, and for whom he has prepared those 
comforts of infinite price, which rerresn the soul, 
and produce that fulness of joy which David here 
expresses. IL The next instruction is, that God 
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governs the world by his power ; and particularly, 
that he provides men with the necessaries of tlus 
life, by making the land fruitful, and causing it to 
produce bread for our sustenance. These reflections 
should convince us of our obligation to celebrate and 
praise his name, and to thank him, as the author of 
all the good things we enjoy, and gratefully employ 
them to his glory. 

PSALM LXVL . 

This is an exhortation to celebrate the divine 
power, and the deliverances God had granted his 
people, in bringing them out of Eayptj and upon 
several other occasions. The prophet prabes God 
afterwards for the favours he had received from him^ 
and calls upon all good men to join their praises vdth 
his, and to learn by his example, to trust in God, 
and to fear him more and more. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm engages us, I. To celebrate the power 
and glory of Goo, which appear particularly m the 
woncfers he has done iir all ages for his Church, both 
under the Old and New Testament. II. We learn 
here, that God, to try the &ithful, delivers them up 
sometimes to the power of the wicked, and causes 
them to pass through fire and water; that is, ex- 
poses them to trials and dangers ; that he proceeds 
thus with them to prove them, and to purify them ;. 
but that af last he delivers them, and grants them 
rest. III. The example of the prophet teaches us,, 
that when God has delivered us from any danger, 
we should thank him for it, declare his goodness^ 
and stir up our neighbours to praise him with us ; 
but above all, that we should faithfully discharge 
the vows and promises we made to him in our dis- 
tress. IV. We ought to take great notice of these 
words of the Psalmist ; If I regard iniquity in my 
hearty the Lord will not hear me. They teach us, 
that God does not receive the prayers of the wicked ; 
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and that if we desire he should hear us, our heart 
ought to be upright and sincere before him ; and that 
we should sincerely and inviolably adhere to his 
worship, and the promoting his glory. 

PSALM LXVIL 

The people of Israel pray God to bless them, 
and to grant that all the people in the world may 
ptaise and adore him. 

Reflections* 

This Psalm en^ges us to these two duties : I. We 
are to look upon flie blessings of God as the source 
of all temporal and spiritusu good things that may 
contribute to our happiness, and to pray continually 
to him in the words of the prophet, saying, God he 
mercifid unto us, cmd bless us, and cause his Jhtce to 
ahine upon us. II. We must oflFer up this prayer, 
not only for ourselves, but for all people, that God 
would make himself known to them, and that his 
nsone may be praised by all nations. This prayer 
suits us sdll better than it did the Jews, since under 
the Gospel Dispensation the nations of the earth 
were to be enlightened with the knowledge of God, 
and enriched with his blessing, through Christ Jesus. 

PSALM LXVIII. 

David celebrates the power of the Lord, which 
he had been pleased to give proofs of, by destroy- 
ing the enemies of his people, by leading them m 
the wilderness, and by bringing them into the land 
of Canaan, where that people enjoyed perfect pros- 
perity under the divine protection. This Psalm, 
whicn was sung when the ark of the covenant was 
removed to Jerusalem, is partly prophetical, and con- 
tsuns several things that relate to Christ Jesus and 
his kingdom. 
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ReAections. 
We learn in general from this Psalm, that God 
has in all times displayed his power in &vour of his 
people, by protectmff them against their enemies, 
and by showering £)wn his mercies upon them. 
This he has done for the Christian Church, as well 
as for the children of Israel : And what is said in 
this Psalm of the protection God vouchsafed to 
mount Sion^ against the assaults of the neighbour- 
ing nations, should convince us that the Church 
shall always subsist, in spite of all the attempts of 
the world and the devil. There are two remarkable 
prophecies in this Psalm: the first is this. Thou hast 
ascended on high^ thou hast led captivity captive^ 
thou hast received gifts for men. In the other, the 
Holy Ghost foretells, that kings, and the most dis- 
tant people, should come and worship the true God. 
The first of these prophecies was accomplished, 
when our Lord ascended into heaven ; as St Paul 
shows in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesiansy where he quotes this prophecy, and ap- 
plies it to the ascension of Jesus Christy and to the 
gifts he bestowed on his Church by his word and 
Spirit. And the second was fulfilled when several 
nations were converted by the preaching of the Gos- 
pel ; but it will be accomplished after a more per- 
fect manner in the latter days : and this ought to 
be the subject of our prayers, our hopes, and our 
thanksgivings. 

PSALM LXIX. 

King David, being overwhelmed with the vio- 
lence of his afflictions, does three things in this 
Psalm: I. He prays the Lord to have compassion on 
him, and to come to his assistance ; and describes 
the extremity he was reduced to, by the hatred and 
malice of his enemies. II. He denounces the judg- 
ments of God against them. III. He concludes 
this Psalm with praises and thanksgivings. 
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David seems here in very great affliction, and in a 
condition almost past remedy. This example teaches 
us, that the chiloren of God may sometimes be re- 
duced to a very deplorable state ; and in particular, 
be exposed to the hatred and contempt of the world, 
because of their zeal for the glory of God. But the 
prayers and thanksgivings which David \om& to his 
complaints, show, £at the faithful, in the midst of 
their greatest distress, still hope in God ; that they 
call upon him for aid and assistance with fervency, 
humility, and confidence ; and that not only after, 
but even before he delivers them, they praise him, 
and give him thanks for the help they expect to re- 
ceive from his goodness. If David expresses him- 
self as if he seemed to desire the punishment of his 
enemies, we must consider that they are not properly 
imprecations against them ; they are rather predic- 
tions than wishes ; and therefore what he says will 
by no means justify us in wishing evil to any person 
whatsoever; or to intercede with God to take ven- 
geance on those who injure us. Lastly? We are to 
observe that David speaks in this Psalm as a type 
of Jesus Christ: here we see the Lord's zeal for the 
glory of God ; the contempt to which he was ex- 
posed; the gsdl and vinegar that was offered to him 
on the cross ; the fatal end of Jvudas: and the obsti- 
nacy and rejection of the Jevos. This appears from 
the application which the apostles make in the New 
Testament of several passages in this Psahn. 

PSALM LXX. 

Davidj being pursued by his enemies, prays the 
Lord to come to his assistance. 

Mefkctions. 

This Psalm teaches us, that God comes to the 
help of such as are unjustly persecuted; that the ex- 
pectation of the righteous in their afflictions is never 

d3 



n 



54 PSALMS. [psalm 

vain; and that the deliverances he vouchsafes them, 
^ve them and all good men reason to rejoice, and 
celebrate his goodness. 

PSALM LXXL 

King David composed this Psalm in his old age, 
and probably at the time of the rebellion of his son 
Absalom, He beseeches God to deliver him, and to 
let him again experience the same goodness which he 
had felt the effects of from his youth. He complains 
of the insults and cruelty of his enemies; and, m full 
assurance that God will protect him, he is filled with 
a holy joy, and vows to bless him for ever. 

Re/lections. 

We may learn from hence, I. That those who trust 
in God are never confounded; and that they may be- 
take themselves to him under all their wants, with a 
perfect assurance of his help ; but that this confi- 
dence cannot be well-grounded, unless they have the 
same pious sentiments as David discovers in this 
Psalm. II. As this prince, for'his comfort, and en- 
couragement to praise God, called to mind the fa- 
vours he had received from him in time past, so 
should we preserve the remembrance of the mercies 
God had vouchsafed us from our youth, and through 
the whole course of our lives. In this meditation we 
meet with occasions of joy and gratitude, andmotives 
of comfort and confidence for the time to come; 
which is more especially the duty of those persons, 
who, like Davidy are in an advanced age. III. It is 
the duty of those who have been exposed to great 
afflictions, and whom God has happily delivered, to 
join with his holy prophet in admu*ing and celebrat- 
ing the goodness of the Lord towards tnem, saying, O 
Oodf who is like unto thee f TJhou which hast shewed 
me great and sore troubles^ hast quickened me affain^ 
and brought me again from the depths of the earth. 
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Thus ought we, who enjoy so many mercies, and 
especially spiritual graces, to bless his holy name 
in all things, and never cease to publish the won- 
ders of his lore. 

PSALM LXXII. 

This Psalm was composed when Solomon was 
made king. In it David prays God to give his son 
Solomon uie wisdom and righteousness which was 
necessary for him, to enable him to govern his 
people. We have here likewise a description of the 
fi^lory^ and extent of Solomon's kingdom, and of the 
Eappiness his subjects would enjoy under him. 

Reflections. 

There are two things to be considered in this 
Psalm : I. The prayers that David made for the pros- 
perity of SolomoUj teach us, that kings and people 
ought to desire of God, as a thing of the greatest 
consequence, that he would grant to those that rule 
over kingdoms, justice, wisdom, clemency, and all 
other virtues that are necessary for them ; and that, 
in order to secure the happiness and good govern* 
ment of a people, it is not sufficient that they have a 
powerful prince, and live in plenty, but justice shoidd 
DC administered among them, the wicked should be 

funished, and the rig^hteous and innocent protected. 
I. It is to be observed, that most of the things men-* 
tioned in this Psalm, agree more perfectly to the 
kingdom of our Lord than to that of Solomon ; since 
Jesus Christ was to^be that glorious King, who was to 
bring the most distant people into subjection, whose 
iungdom was to last to the end of the world, and un- 
der whose government men were to enjoy complete 
happiness, and be filled with the choicest blessings 
of heaven. We have therefore in this Psalm the de- 
scription of our own happiness, which should put into 
our mouths the praises with which David concludes 
this song : Blessed be the Lord God, the God oflsra^U 
who only doth wondrotis things. And blessed be his 
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ghriaus name for ever : And let the tahole edrth be 
JUled with hU glory ; Amen and Amen. 

This concludes the Second Booh of Psalms. 

PSALM LXXIIL 

Asaph represents in this Psalm, that seeing the 
prosperity of the wicked, and the* sad condition of 
good men, he had been very much^ staggered by the 
temptation ; but that, 'after he had considered the 
ways of the Lord, he discovered that the prosperity 
of the wicked leads them to eternal misery ; from 
whence he concludes, that all his happiness consists 
in cleaving to the Lord only. This Psalm oUght 
to be carefully considered for the instructions and 
pious'sentiments contained in it. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm teaches ns how we are to judee of the 
prosperity of the wicked and afflictions of the righ- 
teous. We ought never to believe tliat wicked men, 
who live in mirth and plenty in this world, and who 
enjoy all their wishes, are truly, happy, or that the 
righteous, because they are amicted, serve God in 
vain. Asaph has taught us, that to resist this temp-* 
tation, which is a very dangerous one, we must me- 
ditate upon the word of God and the ways of Pro- 
vidence ; that then we shall find, that the felidty of 
worldly men is vain and of short duration ; and mat 
they are set in slippery places, from whence tiiey 
fall suddenly. If we add to these considerations 
what the Gospel has revealed concerning the con- 
dition of good and bad men after this life, we shall 
never be staggered either at the prosperous flourish- 
ing state of the ungodly, or the sufferings of the 
righteous, and instead of being tempted to forsake 
the fear of the Lord, we shall cleave to him more 
and more, by a lively faith, and by such sentiments 
of love and confidence, as Asaph expresses when he 
says, / am continually with thee ; thou hast holden 



LXXIII. LXXIV.] PSALMS. 57 

me by my right hand; thou shalt guide me hy thy 
counsel^ and afterwards receive me to glory. Whom 
have I in heaven hut thee ? And there is none upon 
earth thai I desire besides thee. It is good fir me to 
drauf near to God. 

PSALM LXXIV. 

In this Psalm^ which was composed upon occasion 
of the destruction of the temple of Jerusalemj the 
Church of the jSws does twortnings : I. It speaks of 
the destruction and burning of the temple, and the 
melancholy state which it was reduced to in its cap- 
tivitVj being deprived of the tokens of the covenant 
of God, and of his favour. II. That Church im- 
plores the assistance of the Almig^hty, and is com- 
forted with the consideration of the deliverances he 
had formerly panted to his people, and the proofs 
he eives of his omnipotence, in the order of the 
wond, and the general course of nature. 

Refleciions. 

This Psalm engages us to make these four prin- 
cipal reflections : I. That the Church has been, in all 
ages, exposed to persecution; and therefore we ought 
not to wonder,, if the Christian Church has been, and 
still is, sometimes persecuted. II. That as God, to 
punish the Jews for their abuse of his service, had 
suffered their temple to be burnt, and them to be 
led into captivity by idolaters ; for the same reasons 
he has often delivered his Church into the hands of 
persecutors, and deprived nations of the benefit of 
his word, and removed their candlestick ; but when 
he thus afflicts his Church, his design is to chastise 
it, to try it, and to purify it. III. The third reflec- 
tion is, that when God appears the most provoked 
with his people, he does not quite forsake them, but 
always remembers his covenant, and delivers them 
at last by his power and goodness. Thus it has 
always happened, as the Jews particularly experi- 
enced, when God delivered them from the Baby-- 
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bmish captivity) and they rebuilt the temple of Je^ 
rusalem, the destruction of which is lamented in this 
Psalm. Lastly, As the prophet was grieved for 
the desolation of the temple, and the calamities of 
the Jews^ and most devoutly prayed for their resto- 
ration, so Christians ou^ht to be sensibly affected 
with the misfortunes of the Church, and to pray con- 
tinually for its deliverance and prosperity. 

PSALM LXXV. 

The author of this Psalm, which is probably 
David, praises God, that after divers troubles he 
had estaoUshed him in his kingdom ; and he vows to 

fovern it righteously, and to suppress the wicked : 
e shows likewise, that it is God who disposes all 
things, who raises some, and abases others ; and 
who, as judge of the world, punishes the wicked, 
and protects good men. 

Me/kctians. 

The instructions we meet with in this Psalm are, 
I. That it is God who establishes and strengthens 
kings, and gives peace to their dominions. IL That 
it is the duty of kings and princes, and in general of 
all magistrates, to exercise justice, to restrain the 
. wicked and the proud, and to protect the innocent. 
HL That we must not be lifted up in prosperity, nor 
make an ill use of power. IV. That the exaltation 
and abasement of men proceed from God, who by 
his Providence governs the world with wisdom and 
justice. And lastly, that God reserves a just and 
severe punishment for the wicked, but that he 
always gives proofs of his favour to good men. 

PSALM LXXVL 

This is a song of thanksgiving for some great 
victory that God had vouchsafed bis people ; and 
an exhortation to acknowledge the power and 
majesty of God. 
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Me/lectians. 

In this Psalm we have a magnificent description 
of the power which God displayed in behalf of his 
people Israelj when they were assaulted by powerful 
and formidable enemies. From whence we may con- 
clude, that as God is always the same, he will do for 
his Church as he has always done ; and therefore, 
that we need not fear either the wrath or power of 
men. All true believers may have the same con- 
fidence in the divine love and protection ; which 
should engage us to pay our vows and services to 
the great God, and to revere his infinite power, as 
the prophet does here exhort us. 

PSALM LXXVIL 

I. The Psahnist here describes the greatness of 
his afflictions, and the conflicts he had endured in 
himself, bein^ even afraid that God had rejected him 
for ever. IL He represents likewise, how he was 
comforted in that condition by meditating upon the 
mercy of the Lord, upon his promises, and upon the 
wonders he had formerly wrought for the people of 
IsraeL 

Rejlectiom. 

There are two things to be considered in this 
Psalm, which are particularly adi^ted to persons in 
affliction. I. The sighs ana complaints of the pro- 
phet show, that persons who are otherwise accept- 
able to God are sometimes in extreme anguish, and 
have great conflicts' in themselves, and are deprived 
of the actual sense of God's grace to such a degree, 
that God seems to have forsaken them, and with- 
drawn his love from them. II. Those who pass 
through such trials, may learn from hence, that the 
way not to sink under their grief, is to meditate on 
God's infinite mercy, the firmness of his covenant, 
and the marks he has given, at divers times, of his love 
and protection to his people, and to all his feithful 
servants. But Christians have still greater motives 
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of comfort, when they reflect upon God's love mani- 
fested in Christ Jestis^ and all that our great Re- 
deemer has suffered in body and soul for our redemp- 
tion, and to bring about our reconciliation with God. 

PSALM LXXVill. 

This historical Psalm is an abridgment of the 
history of the children of Israel, and of the favours 
which God had granted to that people ; of their 
various sins, and of the punishments inflicted upon 
them by God; and in particular, of what befel them 
when they were conquered, and the ark of the cove- 
nant was taken by the Philistines in the name of EH 
the high-priest. This history begins at the depar- 
ture out of Egypt, and reaches to the reign of king 
David; at which time the ark, which had been' 
before at Shiloh, and then at KiTJaffi-jearim, was 
brought to Jerusalem, where the service of God was 
afterwards established. 

Refiections. 
There are foiu* things especially to be remarked 
in the history of the Israelites, which we here have 
an abridgment of. I. God's kindness to that nation, 
and the miracles he had wrought for them in Egypt, 
in the wilderness, and in the land of Canaan. II. 
The ingratitude of the Iraelites, their frequent mur- 
murings against God, and their insensibility under 
his chastisements and long-suffering. III. The 
punishment which God inflicted on uiem for their 
rebellion and infidelity, giving them up into the 
hands of their enemies ; and in particular, of the . 
Philistines, who conquered them and took the ark 
of the covenant. I V. The deliverance which God 
vouchsafed the Israelites ; punishing the Philistines, 
bringing the ark back into the land of Israel, and 
some time after settling David on the throne. This 
Psalm, which was written for the instruction of the 
Israelites, should likewise serve for ours, and may 
teach us, 1. That we ought carefully to preserve the 
remembrance of God's mercies ; and diat it is the 
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duty of parents to teach them to their children and 
their posterity* 2. That the mercies of God engine 
OS to love and fear him ; and that if the Jews be- 
came guilty before God, by their sins and frequent 
^ebeUionSy our ingratitude would be still more hein- 
ous, if, after all tmit God has done for us, we should 
prove feithless. 3, The judgments which fell upon 
the Jews^ inform us, that God cannot leave those 
sins unpunished, which are committed by persons 
who have received great favours from him ; and that 
if we imitate the Jews in their rebellion, we have 
reason to expect the most dreadful effects of God's 
wrath and vengeance. Lastly, ihe judgments of 
God upon the enemies of his people, and the favours 
he bestowed on ihem, after he nad afflicted them, 
should convince us, that God cannot neglect to pro- 
mote his own glory, and will for ever be the support 
and defender of his Church. 

PSALM LXXIX. 

The Jews complain in this Psalm, that the idola- 
ters had destroyed the city and temple of Jerusalem ; 
and beseech God to be reconciled with his people, 
and to punish the blasphemies and cruelties of their 
enemies. 

Reflections, 

We are here to consider, L The deplorable state 
the Jews were reduced to, when God delivered their 
. city and teiQple to the fury of the Babylonians. This 
afflicted people acknowleoge, that their sins had pro- 
voked the wrath of God. To the same cause we 
may ascribe the evils and calamities, with which God 
visits men, and particularly his Church ; and we have 
here a memoraole instance to prove tliat God does 
not spare those who are received into covenant with 
him, when they break it ; and that he punishes them 
sometimes with great severity. II. Tins Psalm 
teaches us likewise, that when the Church is perse- 
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cuted, we should implore the mercy of God in its be- 
half, and endeavour to turn his wrath by our repent- 
ance* III. As the Jews hoped God would take 
vengeance for his servants' blood, and would deliver 
them for the glory of his name, lest the idolaters 
should insult and blaspheme, we ought firmly to be- 
lieve, that God is engaged by his own glory to set 
bounds to the malice of his persecutors, and in gene- 
ral to restrain the malice of the ungodly, and those 
who provoke him. 

PSALM LXXX. 

The Israelites represent the extreme desolation 
they were reduced to ; they intreat the Lord to come 
to their deliverance, and to remember the covenant 
he had made with his people ; that they promise to 
turn unto him, and to bless his holy name. 

Reflections, 

There are these three thin^ to be observed in 
this Psalm, I. The first is, that if the Israelites^ who 
were the people of God, the sheep of his pasture, 
and the vineyard which he himself had planted, and 
cultivated with particular care, was exposed to so 
terrible a desolation as is here described^ the suffer- 
ings of the Christian Church should not surprise us, 
especially since Jesiis Christ has foretold it should be 
persecuted. II. The next reflection is, that in a 
time of calamity and suffering we must apply to God 
to be restored to his favour ; and that the true way 
to put a stop to his wrath is, to be converted, and 
never more to depart from him. Lastly, what is 
said in this Psalm, may be applied to the havoc 
which wickedness and impiety usually make in the 
Church, when it enjoys peace and temporal prospe* 
rity ; and believers have not less reason to beseech 
God to sanctify and defend it against its spiritual 
enemies, than to pray that he wouU secure it against 
persecutors, who seek to destroy it. 
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PSALM LXXXL 

This Psalm was designed as a Psalm of praise to 
God in the feasts which the Jews kept, the first day 
of every month. God speaks to his people and re- 
proaches them, that notwithstanding he nad blessed 
them, and given them his law, they were fallen into 
rebellion. The Lord testifies his earnest desire that 
his people should obey him ; to the end that he 
might shower down his blessings upon them. 

Reflections, 

* 

I. This Psalm should excite us to prsdse God, and 
to pay him our homage in a most zealous and solemn 
manner. This duty does not less concern Christians 
than the Jews ; and if God bestowed considerable 
favours on the Jews^ by bringing them out of Egypt^ 
and giving them his law, he has done incomparably 
greater tmngs for us, in redeeming us by Jesus 
Christ his Son, and givin? us the knowledge of his 
Gospel. XL God here declares, in the most clear 
and express manner, that he is always disposed to 
load men with his favours ; that he offers them his 
grace ; that he desires nothing but their welfare and 
salvation ; and that if men are miserable, it is only 
because they will not hear his voice, but wilfully 
harden their hearts. Wliat God says in this Psalm, 
teaches us likewise, that when men refuse to hearken 
to him, and choose to follow their own inclinations 
rather than obey him, he gives them up to their 
own hardness, and deprives them of the effects of 
his love. 

PSALM LXXXn. 

This is a grave remonstrance, addressed to magi- 
strates and judges. The prophet represents to them, 
diat God was in the midst of them, and exhorts them 
to exercise justice with uprightness, and teUs them, 
that though they were in authority, they were but 
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mortal men ; and that God who was the judge of 
the world, would jud^^e them, and render to them 
according to their wo^. 

Reflections. 

Judges, magistrates, and all that are in authority, 
ought to improve by the subject of this Psalm ; and 
remember, that God, having established them for 
the administration of justice, is present at their judg- 
ments ; that it is therefore their duty to do right to 
every one, without respect of persons ; and above 
aU, to protect the weak and innocent when oppressed. 
For which reason, they ought. to remember, that 
although they are set above others, yet they must 
die one day like all the rest of mankind, and that 
then they shall appear before the Supreme Judge, 
to give an account of their actions. 

PSALM LXXXIII. 

Several of the neighbouring nations being ga- 
thered together to make war against the Israelites^ 
the prophet entreats the Lord to destroy thos^ 
nations, as he had formerly destroyed the kings that 
assaulted the children of israeL 

Reflections. 

The contents of this Psalm engage us to consider, 
I. That as God formerly permitted the people bor- 
dering upon the Israelites to unite themselves against 
them, he suffers also, for wise and Just reasons, that 
his Church at some times should be exposed to the 
assaults of a great number of powerful and formid- 
able enemies ; and that the just should be exposed 
to the contradiction and malice of the world. II. 
That God, by his infinite power, has always defeated 
the contrivances of those who seek the ruin of his 
Church ; and that all the united strength of men can 

Erevail nothing against it, nor against those whom 
e loves, and ravours with his protection. 
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PSALM LXXXIV. 

The prophet being removed from the tabernacle, 
fervently desires to come near it ; he celebrates with 
devout transports the happiness of those that could 
go into it aU times, and declares he would prefer 
that happiness before all the advantages of the world. 
It is probable king David offered up this prayer to 
God when his son Absalom's rebellion obliged him 
to depart from Jerusalem. 

Me/lections. 

What is chiefly to be considered here is, the ten- 
der and sincere regard* which the faithful bear to the 
service of God. The fervent regard that David here 
expresses for the tabernacle, and for the altar of 
God, teaches us, that there is nothing we ought to 
wish with so much earnestness, as to serve God, and 
to praise him ; that this is the greatest happiness 
and comfort we can enjoy in this life ; that it is an 
advantage preferable to all the riches and glories of 
the world, since the Lord will give gra/^e and glory ; 
and mil withhold no good thing from them that walk 
uprightly. Lastly, we are to make this reflection 
on this Psalm ; that if the children of God thus 
desire to praise him, and to serve him in this world, 
they aspire with still greater ardour, to see his &ce 
in heaven, and to praise him for ever in the assem- 
bly. 

PSALM LXXXV. 

The Israelites^ having been delivered from some 
great calamity, return thanks to God for being re- 
conciled to them, pray him to complete their restora- 
tion, promise inviolable fidelity, and hope that he 
will shower down his blessii^gs upon them. 

Reflections. 

In this Psalm we have two principal instructions, 
I. That God makes men, and sometimes his own 
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people and his Churcli, feel the effects of his wrath 
for the punishment of their sins ; and that the end, 
which he proposes by it is, to recover men from their 
errors. II. That when he sees men humbled, he is 
reconciled with them, and is always ready to deliver 
them that fear him, and to bestow on them his 
choicest blessings, both temporal and spiritual* 

PSALM LXXXVL 

Davidf in great affliction, with fervent zeal and 
firm confidence, calls upon the Lord; be^s of him, 
above all things, grace to know and fear him, and to 
walk in his ways ; and beseeches him to deliver him 
from his enemies, according to his mercy and pro- 
mises. 

Reflections. 

This prayer, and the example of king David^ 
should excite and encourage those who are in affli(>- 
tion and distress to call upon God for help, with 
profound humility, and firm confidence in his mercy 
and power; beseeching him, not only to deliver them 
from the evils which press sore upon them, but 
above all, to ^ve them grace to please and obey him, 
as*^ David did in this prayer : Teach me thy wajfj 
O Lord : I will walk in thy truth : Unite my heart 
to fear thy name. We ought likewise, in our trou- 
bles, to meditate upon God's infinite goodness, and 
consider, that he is full of compassion^ and gracious^ 
long-^suffering^ and plenteous in mercy and truths and 
always ready to give tokens of his favour to those 
that serve him. This will support us under all our 
trials, fill us with joy and consolation, and afford us, 
even in the midst of trouble, reason to praise and 
bless him, 

PSALM LXXXVIL 

The prophet describes the glory of Jerusalem^ 
and of Sion, and foretells, that aU the nations should 
admire the happiness of that city, and of the people 
of God, and desire to be partakers of it. 
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Reflections. 

This Psalm, which describes the glory of the 
Israelites^ is still better suited to the uhristian 
church. The Holy Ghost foretells therein, that the 
Pi^ns, and the most distant nations, should be one 
day admitted into the divine covenant, and num- 
bered among the worshippers of the true God. This 
is our happiness, through the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and for this we ought to return con- 
tinual thanks to God, 

PSALM LXXXVIIL 

The prophet, who composed this Psalm, seems to 
be in the deepest affliction, and almost deprived of all 
consolation. He represents therein the violence 
and the continuance of his suffering and the terrors 
which discomposed his mind; and complains, that 
God did not hear him, though he callea upon him 
with great fervency. 

Reflections. 

The reading and meditating on this Psalm is very 
proper for the comfort and instruction of those that 
are overwhelmed with deep sorrow. The condition 
of the prophet, who speaks here, may convince them 
that the saints have undergone the like trials ; that 
they have been, as it were, forsaken and deprived of 
all comfort, so that for a considerable time, God 
seemed to pursue them in his wrath, and scourge 
them severely. Wherefore, those that fear God 
should not lose courage w^heu they are exposed to 
outward afflictions, and even inwardly troubled for 
want of comfort, and by the terrors they feel in their 
soul. But they ought tq represent to God their sad 
condition, wait with patience for his consolation, and 
remember likewise, that anguish of spirit does not 
hinder God from beholding Siem in his mercy. This 
we are more certainly assured of, by the terrors 
which our Lord felt in his soul at the time of his 
passion, than by the example of the prophet, who 
speaks in this rsalm. 
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PSALM LXXXIX. 

This Psalm was composed at a time when the 
people of God were in affliction and calamity. The 
prophet here describes the majesty, power, and 

goodness of the Lord; which appeared in delivering' 
le children of Israel, when he brought them out of 
Egypt ; and in the covenant he made with Davidy 
.promising to establish his throne to himself and lus 
posterity. He next represents, that, notwithstanding 
these promises, the kmgdom of Judah was at that 
time in great desolation, being despoiled of its glory, 
and delivered into the hands of its enemies; and im- 
plores the compassion of the Lord. 

Refkctiom. 

L The reading of this Psalm should animate us 
with an holy zeal to declare the loving kindness of 
the Lord, his power and faithinkiess, which appear 
in the creation and government of the world, and in 
the wonders he has done, not only for the children 
o{ Israel, but also in behalf of the Christian Church. 
II. We are to observe in this Psalm, that nations are 
perfectly happy when God favours them with his 
wholesome presence, and is himself their buckler, 
their strengtn, and their glory. III. What is here 
said of the promises made to David and his posterity, 
and the deplorable condition which the descendants 
of that prince were reduced to, shows, that God pro- 
tects kings and nations whilst they continue faith- 
ful to hun; but when they break his covenant, h^ 
withdraws his protection from them; that, never- 
theless he does not forsake them entirely, and chas- 
tises them only for their conversion, and to bring 
them to himself. IV. We must remember, that the 
covenant, which God had made with David, and 
the promises, with which he had engaged to esta- 
blish his throne and his posterity for ever, related 
to the Messiah; and that it was verified in the 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, which will subsist 
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to all eternity. Lastly, Under all our afflictions, 
whether general or particular, we ought, with the 
prophet, humbly to entreat the Lord to assist us, to 
remember his covenant, and to consider our unwor- 
thiness, since we are only weak and mortal creatures 
before him, and have nothing to expect but from his 
power and goodness. 

Here ends the Third Book of Psalms. 

PSALM XC. 

For the right understanding of this Psalm, it is 
necessary to observe, that wen the children of 
Israel were in the wilderness, God provoked with 
their murmuring and infidelity, declared, that all 
those who came out of Egypt above the age of 
twenty years, should die in the wilderness within the 
space of forty years, and should not enter into the 
land of Canaan^ as appears in the fourteenth chapter 
of Numbers, It was upon that occasion, and at the 
time when abundance of the people died, that Moses 
made his prayer to God. In it he describes the 
vanity and miseries of human life; acknowledges^ 
that the sins of the Israelites had kindled the wrath 
of God against them, and made their days be so 
much shortened, and was the reason why those who 
came out of Egypt in their full strength, waxed not 
old. He beseeches God to give his people grace 
to make a good use of his corrections, and seriously 
consider the vanities of this life. Lastly, he begs 
God to return with his favour, and prays him to be 
reconciled with his people. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm presents us with several very whole- 
same instructions. L We* here learn, that God, who 
is the creator of the world, and has given men life, 
makes them, when he pleases, return to dust ; that 
life is short, and is soon passed away, and is more- 
over attended with many troubles and afflictions. 
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II. We are to consider, that as the rebellion of the 
Israelites exposed them to the ivrath of God, and to . 
death in the wilderness, so the miseries of this life, 
and death itself, are the consequences of sin ; but, 
to the children of God, death is an effect of his lore, 
and a means which he makes use of to procure their 
happiness. III. Moses teaches us, that the use we 
ougnt to make of our knowledge of the shortness of 
this life, is to learn from thence to become wise, and 
fear God, and by prayer to apply to him, that whilst 
we remain in this world, he woiud be pleased always 
to grant us his ffrace, and make us at all times feel 
the effects of his bounty, that we may pass this life 
in peace and happiness. Lastly, The consideration 
of the vanities of the present me, should raise our 
thoughts to the expectation of a better, and make us 
aspire after that unmortality which is prepared for 
us in the heavens, and has been purchased for us by 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

PSALM XCL 

This Psahn is an excellent description of the pro- 
tection with which God favours those who fear him, 
and trust in him, and of the blessings which he be- 
stows upon them. 

Reflections* 

We may see in this Psalm how happy those are that 
trust in God, and draw near to him. The prophet 
assures us, that God covers them with his protection : 
that being near God, they are in safety, and in time 
of trouble fear no evil. God commands his angels 
to keep them from all dangers ; he loves them ten- 
derly; he preserves them from every thine that might 
hurt them, delivers them when they c2l upon him 
in their distress, and heaps upon them all kinds of 
blessings. These glorious privileges and excellent 
promises are very proper to comfort and encoura^ 
all such as fear God, and to fill them with unspeaS:- 
aUe joy, and unshaken confidence. They likewise 



XCI. XCII.] PSALMS. 71 

teach us, that if we desire to enjoy real and solid 
happiness, we must wean ourselves from the world, 
seek all our happiness in God alone, and study only, 
and above all tmngs, to please him. 

PSALM XCII. 

This Psalm was to be recited upon the sabbath- 
day. The prophet herein celebrates, with great 
zeal and holy joy, the marvellous works of God; 
above all, he admires the wise conduct of Provi- 
dence towards the wicked, and towards g^ood men. 
He shows, that if the wicked prosper wt a while, 
they are rooted out at the last ; whereas God crowns 
the righteous with all manner of blessings. 

Mefkctions, 

Since we learn, from the first words of this Psalm, 
that it is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord^ 
and to declare his goodness and faithfulness day and 
night ; we ought aU of us to be animated with a holy 
zeal, to the dnigent, cheerful, and earnest discharge 
of a duty so just and so agreeable. This we shall 
hav^ a powerful motive to, if we apply ourselves to 
the consideration of the works of God, which are 
great and marvellous ; and, above all, if we attend to 
the ways of Providence, and the conduct of the Al- 
mighty towards good and bad men. It sometimes 
happens that wicked and worldly men flourish, and 
are nappy, but their posterity passeth away like the 
grass ; God destroys them, ana roots them out ut- 
terly. On the contrary, he blesses the righteous, 
secures their happiness, and makes them prosper 
and flourish and bear fruit, even unto their old age, 
and to be in this world examples of his mercy and 
faithfulness. This doctrine, which is of the greatest 
importance, affords us extraordinary motives to praise 
the wise providence of God, and to celebrate his jus* 
tipe, and addict ourselves continually to purity and 
innocence; that we may partake of those excellent 
blessings, with which Goa promises to reward the 
piety of those who fear him, and trust in him. 

6 
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PSALM XCIII. 

In this Psalm the prophet celebrates the greatness 
of God, and the sovereign power by which he rules 
over all things, and particularly over his people. 

Reflections* 

This Psalm teaches us, that God rules with glory 
and ma^ificence over all the world ; that his throne 
is established in righteousness ; that his power in- 
finitely exceeds that of all created beings: from 
whence we are to conclude, that he will reign for 
ever, for the good and advantage of his people, and 
of all those who serve him, and submit themselves 
to him. 

PSALM XCIV. 

I. In this prayer, the children of Israel represent 
to God the sad condition they were reduced to by the 
cruelty of their enemies, whose insolence, impiety, 
and blasphemies they describe. II. The prophet 
nevertheless adores the wisdom and goodness of 
God, in the corrections wherewith he visits men ; 
and foretells the deliverance of the righteous, and the 
destruction of the wicked. 

Reflections, 

What here commands our attention is, I. The de- 
scription he gives of the wicked and ungodly. He 
represents them as cruel and unjust ; and at the samte 
time, as impious wretches, who insult the Deity with 
their blasphemies, saying, at the very time they are 
committing their crimes, that God does not see them, 
nor will punish them. This is the highest pitch of wick- 
edness, toaddimpiety to sin, and not to fear God when 
we oflfend him. II. We learn from this Psalm, that 

food men abhor these impious sentiments, and are 
rmly persuaded that God, who hasformedand created 
men, knows all their actions, all their words, and 
all their thoughts, and that he will be their judge. 
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III. Another instructiovi we here receive, regards 
the usefulness of God's corrections, which is ex- 
pressed in these words : Blessed is the man whom 
t/um chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of thy 
law. The last reflection is, that God will never for- 
sake his people, and his inheritance; that he is the 
defender of the feithful ; that he is the joy of their 
souls in the midst of their troubles ; and that he sup- 
ports them against those who persecute them, and 
seek to destroy them, 

PSALM XCV, 

This Psalm has two parts. In the first, the Psalm- 
ist invites the Israelites to praise God, and to adore 
his majesty. In the second he exhorts them to obey 
the voice of God, and not to imitate the hardness of 
their fathers, whose rebellions in the wilderness were 
the cause of their being excluded from the land of 
Canaan* 

Reflections, 

This Psalm engages us to two duties. The first 
is, to render to God, with an holy joy and fervency, 
the adorations and praises which belong to him, on 
account of his power and majesty ; but above all, be- 
cause he is our God, and we have the happiness to 
be his people. The second duty is, To improve the 
exhortations which David addresses to the Israelites^ 
not to harden their hearts as their fathers had done. 
These words, To^-day, if you wiU hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts : and those, / have sworn in 
my wrath that they shall not enter into my rest ; do 
concern Christians as well as the Jews ; as the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in the third and fourth 
chapters, observes, where he bids us take heed, lest 
by hardness of heart, and rebellion against the 
Gospel, we should be deprived of eternal rest, as 
the rebellious Israelites were excluded from the 
land of Canaan for their incredulity. 

VOL. II. E * 
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PSALM XCVL 

This Psalm invites the Israelites^ and all people, 
to bless the Lord, to call upon him, and worship 
him, as the only true God ; to celebrate his power^ 
and submit witn joy to his government 

Reflections. 

I. When the prophet, in this Psalm, exhorted all 
the nations of the earth to sing praises unto God, 
and to come and worship in his temple ; they were 
not in a condition to discharge this duty, because 
they were engaged in ignorance and idolatry. There^ 
fore these exhortations are peculiarly applicable to 
the times of the Gospel, and describe the zeal which 
should inspire us, and the joy which good men 
should express, when they reflect, that the several 
nations of the earth are enlightened with the know- 
ledge of the true God, and of his son Jesus Christ 
These great privileges, which we ^re partakers of, 
engage us to praise the Lord without ceasing, and 
publish abroad the deliverance he has vouchsafed 
us, and the marvellous things he has done for our 
sakes ; to worship him with fear, humility, and joy; 
and, above all, to present him the oblation he re- 
quires of us, which is to offer him our heart, and 
snow by our obedience that the Lord does truly 
reign over us; and that we make all our happiness, 
and all our glory, consist in belonging to him. 

PSALM XCVIL 

The subject of this Psalm is the same as of the 
foregoing. It is an exhortation to celebrate the ma- 

I'esty and omnipotence of God, and the glory of his 
:ingdom, and to rejoice in the advantages which the 
establishment of this kingdom procures to those who 
submit to it. 

Reflection&, 

This Psalm is not so much a description of God's 
dominion over the Jews^m a prophecy of .the estab- 
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lishment of the kingdom oijesm Christ over all na- 
tions, and the destruction of idolatry and impiety. 
The^ Holy Spirit here describes the effects which the 
coming of that kingdom would produce, and the joy 
which the faithful would feel when it should be ma- 
nifested ; wherefore it principally concerns us to im- 
prove those affections of zeal and devotion which are 
manifest in this divine song. We here learn that the 
best way of praising God, and the true character of 
his worshippers, is to love him, to hate evU, and to 
rejoice in him continually. Lastly, We here see, that 
God crowns with glory and happiness those that fear 
him, which is contained in these excellent promises ; 
The Lord preserveth the souls of his saints^ and de- 
livers them out of the hand of the wicked : Light is 
sown for the righteous^ and gladness for the upright in 
heart : Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous, and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness, 

PSALM XCVIIL 

This is an exhortation to praise God for the re- 
demption he was to send his people, and to rejoice 
in the coming of his kingdom. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm regards Christians rather than the 
Jews; as it is only since the coming of Jesus Christy 
that we can properly say, that God has fulfilled his 
promises, and hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth; and that all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. It is now, therefore, that men 
should sing unto the Lord a new song : Now ought 
his glory to be celebcated by all nations and in all 
places of the world, with holy transports of joy. 
Now, since we live in these happy times, when God 
reigns over us, and know that he is to judge the 
world in righteousness, we ought to submit to him 
with humility and obedience, and answer the valuable 
favour he has bestowed on us, in delivering us from 
the power of darkness, and translating us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son. 

£2 



76 PSALMS. [psalm XCIX. £• 

PSALM XCIX, 

This Psalm was designed to celebrate the majesty 
of God, and the glory of his kingdom. It likewise 
mentions the mercies God had shown the Israelites 
in the time of Moses, Aarm, and Samuel, and upon 
divers other occasions. 

Reflections, 

I. Here we learn, that it is the duty of those who 
have the happiness to know God, and to be the sub- 
jects of his Kingdom, to fear him, to reverence his 
majesty, to worship him with the profoundest humi- 
lity, and without ceasing, to celebrate his name, which 
is great, terrible, and hmy. II. We see in this Psalm, 
that God did formerly deliver the Israelites, when 
Moses, Aaron, and Samuel called upon him; and 
that he also took vengeance on them for their sins, 
when they offended him. This shows, that as God 
is always good, he is also just, and has sometimes 
made them feel the marks of his mercy, and some- 
times of his wrath, to engage them to love and fear 
him. 

PSALM C. 

All people are here eidiorted to worship God, to 
praise him as their Creator, and to celebrate his good- 
ness and truth. 

Reflections. 

There are three reflections to be made on this 
Psahn : I. That we ought to pray, that all nations of 
the world may worship the Lord, and glorify his 
name ; and that to this end God would make himself 
known unto them, and give them the knowledge of 
his Son Jems Christ. 11. That if we desire to serve 
God in an acceptable manner, we must not do it by 
restraint, or with our lips only, but heartily, and with 
a holy joy. III. That in order to excite us to this 
duty, we must consider, that God is our Creator ; 
that we are his people, and th^ sheep of his pasture; 
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and that He Heaps his favours upon us, not only of 
nature, but especially of grace, and g^ves his Church 
tokens of his goodness and mercy. 

PSALM CI. • 

David makes a vow to govern his people ri^hte-* 
ously, and chiefly to punish and drive me wicked 
from him, and to show favour to good men. 

Reflections* 

In this Psalm we see what are the duties and sen- 
timents of good princes and good magistrates, and 
how they ought to conduct themselves m the govern- 
ment of their states. I. They ought to walk in up- 
rightness, to abhor evil, and to apply themselves to 
govern their people with justice. II. It is their duty 
to punish the wicked and the ungodly ; to drive from 
them proud men, slanderers, deceivers, and flatterers; 
and, on the contrary, to make much of upright and 
sincere men, protecting them, and employing them 
in their service. Persons in authority ought to me- 
ditate upon this Psalm for their instruction : and we 
ought all of us to pray to God that he would inspire 
those who govern the people with these sentiments; 
since upon that depends the happiness and tranquil- 
lity of me public, and the promoting of the glory of 
God. 

PSALM CII. 

This is a prayer of the captive Jews^ in which they 
represent to God the desolation of Jerusalem^ ana 
their deplorable state, and beseech him to restore 
them. They likewise here express their trust in 
God, and their hope that he, who is always the 
same, and unchangeable in his promises as well as in 
his essence, would reinstate them in such a manner, 
that all nations should admire the happiness an4 
glory of Sion ; and that the posterity of the Jews 
mignt bless the Lord for ever. 

£ 3 
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Re/kctians. 

There are two tilings chiefly to be considered in 
this Psahn : First, The sad condition of the captive 
Jews, and their extreme affliction ; and secondly, 
their hope in God, Therefore the reading of this 
Psalm furnishes us with these two instructions : I. 
That the children of God have a tender affection for 
the Church, and that there is nothing which more 
deeply concerns them than to see it exposed to suf- 
ferings. But if the faithftd are afflicted when the 
Church is persecuted, they are not less afflicted to 
see the deplorable state it is often reduced to when 
it enjoys peace and prosperity. II. As the ancient 
Jews firmly trusted that God would arise and take 
pity upon Sion, and restore it to its glorious state ; 
and that he would, by delivering the Jews from their 
captivity, manifest his glory to all the kings and na- 
tions of the earth ; we ougnt not to doubt but God 
will do the same thing, and even after a more illus- 
trious manner, in favour of the Christian Church ; and 
that the time is coming, wherein his fflorj^- and his 
kingdom will appear in splendour. This happy" re- 
storation is what true Christians desire above all 
things, and what they ask of God in most fervent 
prayers. This too wiU undoubtedly be brought to 
pass by the infinite power of Jesus Christ, since he 
IS Lord of the world, and is over all, God blessed 
for ever. This St. Paul teaches in the first chapter 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, where he applies to 
the Son of God what is said of the creation of the 
world at the end of this Psalm. 

PSALM CIIL 

This is a Psalm of praise, in which, I. David 
blesses the Lord for all the favours he had granted 
him, and for what he had done for the people of 
Israel. II. He celebrates here particularly the great 
goodness of God towards men; the mercy he shows 
in pardoning their sins, and his tender and constant 
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love to those that fear him. Lastly, He here invites 
all creatures to join with him in praising the name 
of the Lord. 

Reflections* 

This is one of the most excellent songs of thanks- 
giving in the whole Book of Psalms. David here 
seems affected with the highest strains of devotion, 
and the most lively sense of gratitude. He here 
teaches us by his example to bless God, not only 
with our mouth, but with our whole heart, and witn 
all the powers of our soul ; to cherish the remem- 
brance of all his mercies, ^nd to take delight in re- 
hearsing them, and praising him continually. The 
prophet here celebrates particularly the infinite 
mercy of God, who, knowing that we are but dust, 
bears with us, and does not render to us what our 
sins deserve ; and entertains the same compassion 
and kindness as a fether does for his children. But 
he teaches us, at the same time, that the divine 

Soodness is displayed only in behalf of those that fear 
im and reverence him; and that his mercy extends 
only to them that keep his covenant^ and remember 
his commandrnents to do them. Lastly, It appears 
from this Psalm, that, in order to praise God wor- 
thily, we must not only praise him ourselves, but 
must earnestly desire, with David^ that he may be 
praised by men and angels, and by all creatures. 
With such sentiments as these, of zeal, love, and 
gratitude, we should say continually. Bless the Lord^ 
all his works, in all places of his dominion : Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, 

PSALM CIV. 

I. David adores and celebrates the majesty of 
God, which appears in the works of creation and 
providence. II. He describes the power, wisdom, 
and goodness, by which God preserves and governs 
the many creatures which the world contains. 
Lastly, He wishes that God may be praised and 
blessed for ever. 

£4 
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Beflectiang, 

The design of this Psalm is, to teach ns to praise 
God for his marvellous works ; and to this end to 
consider with great attention, the wonders which 
the world presents to our view; the many different 
creatures it contains, and which we see in the hea- 
vens, in the air, upon the earth, and in the waters; 
the regular and wonderful order that reigns among 
them ; the manner in which God preserves and go- 
verns them ; and the care which his adorable provi- 
dence takes of plants and animals, and particularly, 
in providing for the necessities of man; since all 
creatures serve to the various uses and conveniences 
of our life. These reflections lead us to acknow- 
ledge, that God is the author of all these things ; 
that by him alone they subsist; that as he has 
created them by his power, he can also destroy them 
by his will alone. Above all, we should remember, 
that if all these creatures were made for man, man 
was made for God, and that God has placed us in 
this world, and has made us capable of seeing so 
many wonders, and of enjojring so many different 
blessings, that we may know our Creator, and love 
him, and thank him for all his kindnesses. These 
sentiments of admiration, love, and gratitude, which 
this meditation produces in us, are in this Psalm ex- 
pressed by these words : O Lord^ how manifold are 
thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made them all; The 
earth is fall of thy riches* The glory of the Lord 
shall endure for ever : The Lord shall ryoice in his 
works. Bless the Lord, O my sold. Praise the 
Lord, 

PSALM CV. 

I. The prophet exhorts the Israelites to praise 
God, and to celebrate his power, goodness, and 
faithftilness. II. He relates what God has done 
for their fathers, in consequence of the covenant he 
bad made with Abraham. III. He recites what 
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had happened to the posterity of that patriarch, 
and particularly to Joseph; the arrival of Jacob in 
Egypt; the persecution which the people of Israel 
underwent in that country ; the plagues with which 
God smote the Egyptians ; their sojourninfi^ in the 
wilderness ; and lastly, their settlement in tne land 
of Canaan. 

Ite/lectioTis* 

I. In this Psalm we see the prophet break forth into 
joy, and express that holy zeal which animates the 
faithful to praise God, and makes his mercies known 
to all. II. We have here a brief history of God's 
favours to the Israelites^ which proves, that God has 
always taken care of his own people; that in all 
times he has wrought great wonders in their favour ; 
and that he is faithful and constant in his covenant, 
and in his promises, which ought to fill us with con- 
fidence, and convince us that God will be for ever 
the protector of his Church, and his children. III. 
This hymn was designed to perpetuate among the 
Israelites the remembrance of God's mercies, and to 
excite their gratitude. Though these events do not 
directly regard Christians, yet they ouffht to pre- 
serve the remembrance of them, as afTording matter 
for the most edifying and instructive mecStations. 
But it is our duty, above all, to take occasion, from 
what is contained in this Psalm, to raise our thoughts 
to the consideration of those signal mercies and spi- 
ritual blessings which God has communicated to us, 
by making with us a new coveftant in Jesus Christ; 
by delivering us from the captivity of sin, of the devil, 
and of death, and by receiving us into his church. 
IV. We see in the last words of this Psalm, that 
God showed all these mercies to the Jews^ that they 
might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. This 
is God's design in doing good to men. His mercies 
naturally tend to engage us to love and fear him, 
and keep his commandments, which is the best way 
of expressing our gratitude. 

£ 5 
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PSALM CVI. 

As the former Psalm gives an account of the mer- 
cies of God to the children of Israel; this is a rela- 
tion and confession of the murmurings, and of the 
sins they fell into after their departure out of Egypt^ 
both in the wilderness and in the land of Canaan. 
We see likewise here the several chastisements with 
which God visited this people, and the marks he gave 
them of his goodness in supporting and delivering 
them on many occasions. 

Reflections. 

To improve this Psalm to our edification, we must 
observe chiefly these three thin^. I. The confes- 
sion which the Jews made of their sins and rebellion, 
and murmurings and ingratitude, and the idolatry 
they had several times been guilty of. From hence 
we may learn, on one hand, not to imitate the ingra- 
titude and infidelity of that people, since God has 
conferred infinitely greater mercies on us than on 
them ; and, on the other to acknowledge and con- 
fess our sins before God, when we have oiFended 
him. 11. We here see, that whenever the /5ra«Z«V«5, 
fell into disobedience, they felt the effects of God's 
wrath. God does not suffer the disobedience of men 
to go unpunished, but punishes the sins of those 
whom he has received into his covenant, and who 
abuse his favours, which he does, in order to recover 
them to their duty. Therefore, when God visits us, 
either with general Calamities, or particular afflictions, 
instead of murmuring, we ought to acknowledge the 
justice of his chastisements, make a righteous use of 
them, and be afraid to draw new ones upon ourselves 
by the hardness of our hearts. III. It is said in this 
Psalm, that God in his great goodness had borne with 
thejews^ taken pity on them, and even delivered them 
upon several occasions. These are proofs of God's 
great mercy ; that he is full of compassion and long- 
suffering to men, even to those who have offended 
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him, and is always ready to pardon men, as soon as 
they grow better by ms correction, and to make 
them happy. 

PSALM CVII. 

The design of this Psalm is to show that the Pro^ 
vidence of God exposes men to various trials and 
dangers, to engage them to have recourse to him, to 
fear him, and to celebrate his goodness. This the 
prophet proves by the examples of those who wan- 
der in strange countries, or are in prison, or visited 
with sickness, and of those that are exposed to storms 
and tempests upon the sea. He makes mention like- 
wise of famine, of drought, of the humbling of great 
men, and exalting them of low degree ; and shows, 
that God does all this with wisdom and justice, and 
for the good of mankind. 

Reflections. 

This very instructing Psalm serves to teach us, 
that God does wisely dispense all that happens to 
men ; and that when they are fugitives, and dis- 
persed, captives, sick, and in danger of perishing, 
afflicted with famine, or in some other manner, it is 
God that makes them pass through all those trials, 
that he may engage them to call upon him, and have 
recourse to his power and goodness. This Psalm, 
therefore, shows us, that it is the duty of persons in 
affliction to apply themselves to God by humble and 
fervent prayer for deliverance out of all their mis- 
fortunes ; tnat when men cry to God in their dis- 
tress, and turn to him, he takes pity on them, and 
delivers them from all their troubles ; and that it is 
the duty of those, who, by the help of God, have 
escaped any great sickness, danger of death, or other 
afflictions, to show their gratitude to him all their 
lives, and to celebrate his loving-kindness before all. 
Those who have been in affliction should take par- 
ticular notice of these things. It is very common 
with men, to fly to God in their sufferings ; but when 
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the danger is over, they generally foi^et the divine 
tavours and fall into ingratitude. YfoBt is said in 
this Psalm is very instructiye, and engages us seri- 
ously to reflect upon what hs^pens in the world, and 
especially to ourselves; that we may learn from thence 
to fear God. This is the use we ought to make of 
this Psalm, as we are directed in the last verse in 
these words ; Whoso is wise^ and will observe these 
things : Even they shall understand the loving kind" 
ness of the Lord. 

PSALM CVIIL 

David praises God with great zeal, and implores 
his assistance ; he likewise assures himself, that by 
the divine aid he should reign over the whole land 
of Israel, and should be victorious over the Moabites, 
Eddmitesj and all those who opposed him. 

Reflections. 

I. This Psalm should inspire us with great devo- 
tion and ardent zeal to praise God, and to celebrate 
his mercy and truth. II. It should fiU the saints 
with a firm trust in the divine assistance, and con- 
vince them that those whom God loveil will always 
be delivered. III. David teaches us, that all our 
strength and all. our happiness depends on God; 
that human assistance is but vanity ; and that there- 
fore we ought to fix our hope in God alone. 

PSALM CIX. 

In this Psalm David describes the malice and in- 
justice of his enemies, and threatens them with the 
curse of God. 

Reflections. 

We may learn in general from this Psalm, that as 
God protects good men, His curse does usually 
pursue the wicked, and chiefly those who oppress 
the innocent, who are cruel and h^urd-heartea, and 
injure others; that this curse* doth even cleave to 
their posterity ; and that the evil which they have 
done or wished to others, often falls upon them- 
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selves. But care must be taken not to peirert this 
Psalm in a criminal and impious manner, by ima- 
gining we are at any time allowed to wish that the 
vengeance of God may fall upon those who hate us 
and do us hurt. David here speaks in quality of a 
king chosen by Ood, and of a prophet. He rather 
foretold than desired the destruction of his enemies ; 
he even returned them good for evil, as he himself 
says, and love for hatred. Besides, what is here said, 
regards only the enemies of God, and certain great 
sinnere, such as Jtidas, to whom some of the words 
of this Psalm are applied in the New Testament. 
But above all, let us remember that a Christian 
should hate no man, and that the character we bear 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, obliges us to love all 
men, even our greatctst enemies, to pray for them 
with all our heart, and to wish and to do to them 
all the good in our power, 

PSALM ex. 

The Holy Spirit, in this Psalm, foretells that the 
Messiah should be exalted to the riffht hand of 
God ; that he should be the king and high-priest of 
the Church ; that he should gloriously establish his 
kingdom, and triumph over all his enemies. 

Reflections. 

Jesus Christ himself and the apostles teach us, in 
the New Testament, that this Psalm relates to the 
Messiah. We here learn the divine dignity of his 
person ; the nature of his kingdom, which was to be 
spiritual and heavenly ; the supreme glory to which 
God would exalt him, by settin? him at his right 
hand ; and the power by which he would establish 
his empire, by the destruction of his enemies. The 
Holy Spirit here likewise foretells, that the Messiah 
should be not only a powerful king, but also our 
high-priest, who should atone for our sins ; as St. 
Patd proves, in the seveVith chapter of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. This Psalm teaches us further, that 

6 
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those who are the subjects of this glorious king^, 
idiould be a willing people, and that they would sub- 
mit without restraint, willingly and joyfully obey- 
infi^ him. This Psalm, therefore, instructs us in our 
privileges and our duty. Lastly, what is here said, 
, suffers us not to doubt but Jesus Christ will for ever 
reign over the faithful, and that he will one day 
tread under his feet all his and our enemies ; which 
will be especially accomplished, when he shall de-* 
stroy deatn, our last enemy, by a happy resurrection, 
as St. Paid remarks in the fifteentn chapter of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

PSALM CXL 

The Psalmist praises God on account of his won- 
derful works, ana above all, for the temporal and 
spiritual mercies he had bestowed on the people of 
Israel. 

Reflections. 

We ought to join our praises to those which are 
offered to God in this song ; we have even more 
reason than the faithful of old had, to confess that 
the works of God are great and wonderful ; that he 
is merciful, righteous, and full of compassion ; that 
he has remembered his covenant, and sent salva- 
tion and redemption to his people. These inesti- 
mable blessings should excite us to praise God con- 
tinually for sul these things with our whole heart, 
and declare his goodness and marvellous works 
before men, and particularly in the assembly of the 
faithful. David gives us at the end of this Psalm, 
a very useful and important lesson, while he tells us^ 
that the fear of the luord is the beginning of wisdom : 
and that all they have a good understanding that do 
his commandments. This teaches us, that the fear 
of God is the way to attain to true wisdom and 
solid happiness, and therefore, that this ought to be 
our chief study. 
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PSALM CXIL 

This Psalm contains a description of true holi«* 
ness, and of the happiness of the godly. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm teaches us, what are the distingruish- 
iiig characters of true piety, and how great the hap* 
piness of those is who are possessed with it. I. Tne 
character which the Psalmist gives of good men is, 
that they fear the Lord; that they tsuke great de- 
light in his commandments ; that tney are just and 
sincere ; that they conduct all their arairs with up- 
rightness ; that they are kind and full of compassion, 
and love to give alms to the poor. IL The prophet 
teaches us next, that those who live thus are per- 
fectly happy ; that God blesses them in their per- 
sons, in tneir posterity, and in their possessions; that 
they enjoy peace of conscience ; that they fear no 
evil, always trusting in the Lord; and that their 
righteousness and Sieir memory shall remain for 
ever. These are very important instructions, which 
should powerfully encourage us to the study and 
practice of piety. 

PSALM CXIIL 

This is a Psalm of praise, and an exhortation to 
acknowledge and declare the glory of God, and his 
infinite power, which appear in the works of his 
Providence, and especially in his exalting and 
blessing those whom he delights in. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm should excite us to praise the name 
of the Lord, and continue to publish nis glory, which 
appears everywhere with so much lustre; and to cele- 
brate that adorable Providence with which he governs 
all things here below, and by which he exalteth and 
humbleth men as he pleases. These considerations 
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are powerful motives to engage us to fear God, to 
depend entirely upon him, and to put our whole 
trust in his mercy. 

PSALM CXIV. 

We have here a noble description of the power 
which God displayed when the Israelites came out 
of Egypt, when they passed the Red Sea, and when 
the river of Jordan was dried up at their entrance 
into the land of Canaan. 

Reflections^ 

These two reflections are to be made upon this 
Psalm : I. That the miracles which God formerly 
wrought in behalf of his people, at their coming out 
of Egypt, and when they passed through the Red 
Sea, and over the river Jordan, are incontestible 
proofs of the power, greatness, and majesty of God ; 
and that therefore we ought to celebrate that infinite 
power, and to fear that great God, whom nothing 
can resist IL The next reflection is, that since 
the wonders mentioned in this Psalm are not so 
considerable as those which God has wrought for us 
in the work of our redemption, we have more reason 
than the Jews to exalt ^tne power and goodness of 
our God, and to bless him for ever. 

PSALM CXV. 

This Psalm has three parts. In the first, which 
is a prayer, the Israelites beg of God to deliver them 
for tne glory of his name. The second describes the 
vanity of idols, and the folly of idolaters. In the 
third, the Psalmist represents the happiness of those 
who serve and fear God, and put their trust in him. 

ReflsctioTis. 

This Psalm teaches us three things: I. That 
when God does good to men, he is led to do it, not 
by any merit in them, but by his own pure mercy ; 
which ought to be the foundation of our trust, when 
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we direct our prayer to him. II. What is here said 
of the folly and stupidity of idolaters, who worship 
dead idols, and the works of men's hands, tended to 
dissuade the Israelites from the worship of false 
g^ods, and the more effectually to prevent their for-» 
saking the worship of the true God. This too en« 
gages us to bless the Lord for delivering us from 
iddlatry, by making himself known to us; and should 
teach us to serve hnn with purity, zeal, and fidelity. 
III. We here see how happy those are who worship 
God and fear him; since me Psalmist assures us, that 
God is the help and buckler of all those that trust 
in him ; that they are blessed of the Lord, who has 
made the heavens and the earth ; and that his fa- 
vours are extended to them and their posterity. 
These glorious promises should prevail on us more 
effectusQly to fear God, and to expect all our hap- 
piness from his blessing alone. 

PSALM CXVI. 

David g^ves thanks to God with holy transports 
of zeal, joy, and love, for the deliverances he had 
granted him, and for all the good things he had re- 
ceived from him. 

Me/lections. 

In this Psalm the devotion and zeal of king David 
appear with most extraordinary lustre. We should 
particularly here observe, with what sentiments of 
joy and gratitude he celebrates the wonderful de- 
liverances, which God had vouchsafed him in the 
great dangers he had been exposed to ; with what 
zeal he praises him, and vows to love and obey him. 
From this pious prince we learn, that when God has 
bestowed any particular favour on us, and especially 
when he has delivered us from any great danger, it 
is our duty to love him, to bless his holy name, to 
•perform our vows, and praise him in the presence of 
all his people ; and, above all, to walk before him all 
the days of our life ; and to testify oiir gratitude to 
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him^ not only by our words, but by all our actions* 
This is what we are in an especial manner to do for 
the spiritual favours he bestows upon us, when he 
pardons our sins, and delivers us from condemnation 
and death, and receives us into the number of his 
children and servants. The si?ht and sense of such 
inestimable blessings should fill all those who par- 
take of them with joy and consolation, and niake 
them say with the r^mist : Return unto thy rest, 
O my soul^ fir the^Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. What shall I render unto the Lord fir all his 
benefits towards me? I will take the cup of salva" 
tion, and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay 
my vows unto the Lord^ in the presence of all his 
people* Praise the Lord. 

PSALM CXVII. 

The Psalmist invites all the nations of the earth 
to praise God because of his goodness and mercy. 

Reflections, 

This Psa^m invites us to one of the most im- 
portant duties of religion, which is to praise God 
continually for his goodness, and confess that his 
loving-kindness is very great towards us, and en- 
dureth for ever. 

PSALM CXVIIL 

David exhorts all the Israelites to celebrate the 
fi^oodness of God. He blesses him, with great zeal, 
for making him triumph over his enemies. The 
people answer his invitations by blessing the Lord, 
and prayingfor the prosperity of David. The last 
part of this JPsalm relates to our Lord Jesiis Christ* 

Reflections. 

This Psalm, as many others do, invites us to praise 
God, and to celebrate his goodness and mercy. 
Davidf beinff delivered from 3l the dangers he had 
been exposea to, returns most hearty thanks to God, 
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and invites the priests, the rulers of the people, and 
all the Israelites to join with him. We snould all be 
animated with the same zeal ; and persons of every 
order, rank, and condition, should unite in the dig* 
charge of ^is duty, and acknowledj^e that God is 
ffoodf and that his mercy endureth for ever. This 
Psalm, which the Jews sung at their feasts, should 
be made use of by Christians in gpving thanks to 
God, not only for the favours and deliverances, whe- 
ther public or private, which he CTants them ; but, 
above all, for tne coming of our Lord Jestis Christ. 
The Spirit of God signifies in this Psalm, that the 
Messiah should be rejected by the chief of the Jews ; 
and that notwithstanding, he should become the 
King and Head of the Church ; which was fulfilled 
when Jesus Christ was crucified, and, when, after his 
resurrection, he ascended into heaven, and his king- 
dom was established in the world. Let us, there- 
fore, celebrate the power and goodness of God, 
which have appeared in this wonderful work ; and 
let the consideration of these salutary events lead us 
to say with David the st&ne which the tmilders refused 
is become the head-'Stone of the comer. This is the 
Lord^s doififfj it is marveiloiis in our eyes. Blessed 
be he that cometh in the name of the Ijord, O give 
thanks unto the Lordy for he is good : for his mercy 
endureth for ever, 

PSALM CXIX. 

The 119th Psalm is an admirable description of 
the excellence of the law of God, and of the happi- 
ness of those that keep it. This Psalm is full of the 
most fervent and affecting devotion, interspersed 
with many beautiful prayers, with various strains of 
piety, ana with a great number of excellent rules for 
the conduct of life ; therefore the reading of it may 
be attended with great advantage, provided it be 
read with suitable attention and devotion. 
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PSALM CXIX. 1—32. 

At the entrance of this Psalm, king David repre- 
sents the happiness of those who keep the command- 
ments of GocL He testifies that his intention and 
desire is, to apply himself entirely to it, and he begs 
of God, with great zeal, that he would ?iye him 
grace to understand his holy law, and to observe it 
continually. 

Re/lectians^ 

From the first part of this Psalm, we learn, that 
man's greatest happiness consiste in walking njv- 
rightly, in keepmg the law of the Lord, and in seek- 
ing his testimonies with his whole heart ; that by his 
divine law, young people, and all men in general, 
ought to regulate their behaviour; and that they 
who do so wul never fall into shame or misery. These 
considerations engage us to choose, as David did, 
the commandments of God for our portion, to keep 
them in our heart, to make them the subject of our 
conversation, tt> take pleasure in them, and rejoice in 
the observation o£ them, more than if we had all the 
riches in the world. To secure this happiness to 
ourselves, let us beg of God to teach us his statutes, 
and open our eyes that we may see the wonders of 
his law ; to keep us from lying and wickedness, and 
to make us know the way of his holy commandments, 
that we may walk in them with faith and perseve- 
rance to the end of our lives. 

PSALM CXIX. 33—72. 

Davidj several times, beseeches God to give him 
grace rightly to understand and keep his laws. He 
prays him to support him, by that means, under all 
nis trials ; he declares, that the word of God had 
strengthened and comforted him under all his misfor- 
tunes. He confesses, that it was good for him to have 
been afflicted, that he might learn tokeep the statutes 
of the Lord ; he protests that he will apply himself to 
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them more and more ; that he had chosen the law of 
God for his inheritance ; and that he valued it above 
all the goods and advantages of the world. 

Reflections. 

The use to be made of the reading this part of the 
119th Psalm, is to entertain the same pious senti- 
ments which are here expressed, and to beg of Ood, 
with Davidj to teach us the way of his statutes ; to 
give us understanding to know and keep them ; to 
mcline our hearts to obedience, and to turn them 
away from vanity, covetousness, and every evil way ; 
to make us always sensible of the effects of his mercy, 
by supporting us in all dangers ; and above all, that 
he would never deprive us of his word and erace. 
David next teaches us, that good men make an 
open and public profession of tne fear of God, and 
are never tired with speaking of him and his holy laws. 
When they see wicked men, that blaspheme God 
and insult the righteous, they abhor their impiety, 
and dread the judgments that threaten them; they 
strengthen themselves more and more in the love of 
God's law ; they take it for their portion and inherit- 
ance ; they meditate upon it day and night, and seek 
the company of those that fear God and keep his 
commandments. Lastly, From what David here 
says, we learn the usefulness of afflictions, and are 
led to adore the wisdom and goodness of God, who 
afflicts and chastises men, that they may learn to 
observe his word. This was the advantage David 
made of his troubles, and this taught him to prefer 
that divine word before all riches, and every thing 
in the world that is esteemed most valuable. 

PSALM CXIX. 73—104. 

David continues to show his zeal and love for the 
law of God, and begs him to enlighten and comfort 
him. He declares, that the law of God had been his 
hope in all his troubles ; that he had adhered to it 
more and more ; that he considered it as the most 
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perfect thing in the world ; that he loved it above 
all things ; tnat it afforded him all the understand- 
ing, ana all the wisdom which he stood in need of; 
and that he found an unspeakable pleasure and 
sweetness in the practice of it. 

Reflections. 

This part of the 119th Psalm, sets before us the 
great benefits which arise from the knowledge and 
observation of the law of God. David's manner of 
speaking shows, that those who ^ive themselv^ up 
to it, are never confounded ; ancfthat in their afflic- 
tions they always meet with that help and comfort 
which is needful for them. He teaches us, that the 
evils which the righteous suffer, are so far from 
making them forsake the law of God, that they en- 
gage them to adhere to it more firmly ; and that this 
IS their support under all their trials. Z)av2<f assures 
us, that this law is the most perfect, and most ex- 
cellent thing in the world ; tnat those who are en- 
lightened by this divine light, surpass the most pru- 
dent in wisdom and understanding; and that all 
earthly pleasures and delights are not comparable 
to the pleasure and sweetness we taste in the know- 
ledge and love of the divine law. These are the 
sentiments which we oughtallto entertain, and which 
we should beg God to confirm us in more and more. 

PSALM CXIX. 105—144. 

David still insists upon the usefulness of the law 
of God, and vows to observe it all the days of his 
life. He shows that God confounds the wicked, 
and all those that depart from the right way, but he 
is the support of those that fear him; that the 
righteous nave nothing to apprehend from the 
wicked, and that no harm can happen to them. He 
then resumes his description of the excellence of the 
law of God ; expresses his sincere concern to see it 
broken ; protests he will always love it, and apply 
himself to it more and more ; and beseeches the Lord 
to increase his knowledge of it. 
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Reflections, 

The reflections which this portion of Scripture 
present us with, are, I. That the word of God is a 
lamp to our feety and a light to our paths ; and that 
those who are enlightened by this divine light, and 
walk in the way which it prescribes, cannot err, II. 
It appears from hence, that the faithful are sincerely 
attacned to that part of God's word which prescribes 
their duty, and contains the holy laws which he has 
given us for the conduct of our lives. They esteem it 
their perpetual inheritance, and make it the joy of 
their heart. They vow to love and obey God; say- 
ing with David^ I have swom^ and I will perform it^ 
that I tcill keep thy righteous judgments ; and they 
beseech God that he would give them grace to 
perform their vow. When they consider the impiety 
which reiens in the world, and the judgments of 
God which overtake those who fors£uke nim, they 
are sincerely grieved, and full of terror and amaze- 
ment; when they see others forsake God's law, 
they more firmly adhere to it : and whatever condi- 
tion they are in, whether it be affliction or pros- 
perity, tnat divine law is all their pleasure, and all 
their consolation. 

PSALM CXIX. 145—176. 

David calls God to his assistance, prays him to look 
upon his affliction, and to defend his cause against 
the great ones that persecuted him. He declares 
that all his desire is to keep the law of his God, to 
praise him and glorify him during his whole life. 

Reflections, 

The instructions which this last part of the 1 19th 
Psalm suggests to us, are the following ; I. That in 
all our troubles we should apply ourselves to God, 
to ask of him, not only the deliverances we stand in 
need of, but above all things, grace to please and 
obey him. II. That the law of God should be our 
greatest delight, and to meditate on his divine word 
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the i^eneral employment of our lives. III. That 
God sees the sufferings of his people, and hears 
their prayers ; but that he is far from the wicked, 
and will not deliver them. IV. That God has an- 
nexed a glorious reward, and perfect happiness to 
the observation of his law. This David assures us, 
when he says, that there is great peace to those who 
love his law, and that noSiing shall offend them. 
The last reflection is, That we ought to dedicate our 
whole lives to God, desire to employ them in his 
service, and to the glory of his name; and beseech 
him to grant us all necessary assistance to this pur* 
pose. This is David's earnest prayer at the end of 
this Psalm, where he says, Lord, let my soul live, that 
it may praise thee, I have gone astray like a lost 
sheep ; seek thy servant, and I will not forget thy 
commandmeTits, 

General Reflections on Psalm cxix. 

That this Psalm may be read with improvement, 
it will be convenient to add to the particular reflec- 
tions already made, these three principal reflections; 
I. That the law of God is most excellent, and its 
effects most wonderful. David teaches us, that this 
divine law is the most perfect; that it is a heavenly 
light which enlightens us ; that it gives us under- 
standing; that it purifies and rejoices the heart; 
that it supports us in afflictions ; that it gives us 
unspeakable peace of conscience ; and that it is in- 
finitely better than all the treasures and riches of 
this world. II. In this Psalm we learn to distinguish 
good men. They are sincere and upright in their 
ways ; they do that which is right ; they walk in the 
law of the Lord, and meditate on it day and night; 
they love God and his word with all their heart; 
they abstain from evil, and from the company of the 
wiclced ; they join themselves to the righteous; they 
are struck with terror at the sight of God's judg- 
ments ; they trust in him, and are calm and patient 
under afflictions. III. Lastly, This Psalm is full of 
many excellent prayers, which should be continually 
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in our mouths and in our hearts, begging God to en- 
lighten our minds, to teach us his mw, to incline our 
hearts to obey him; that he would take care of us, 
and guide us always by his Providence and his Holy 
Spirit These are the instructions which this Psalm 
furnishes us with ; for which purpose we ought to 
read and meditate upon it very frequently. 

PSALM CXX. 

The prophet begs of God to defend him from the 
deceits and calumnies of the wicked ; and complains 
that he is forced to live among them. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm teaches, I. That good men may be 
exposed to calumny, and the malice of men, but that 
God protects and delivers them. II. That it is a 
g^eat affliction to good men to live among the wicked 
and ungodly. Lastly, That it is the character o 
the righteous to love peace, as it is of the wicked to 
be addicted to confusion and trouble. 

PSALM CXXI. 

The author of this Psalm testifies, that he firmly 
relied on the divine assistance; and that he was fully 
persuaded that God would always watch for the 
safety of his people, and of all the faithful. 

Reflections. 

The substance of this Psalm is, that our help 
Cometh froin God alone ; that he watches over his 
Church, and over all the righteous ; that he preserves 
them in all dangers, and Uiat he will never forsake 
them. This doctrine should fill the faithful with 
sure confidence in God, and confirm them more and 
more in his fear and love. 
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PSALM CXXII. 

David expresses the zeal and love he had for the 
house of God, and for the city of Jerusalem ; he 
prays for the prosperity of that city, and vows to 
promote with all his power the glory of God, and 
the good of the people of Israel, 

Be/lectiana. 

DavuTs fftest zeal for the temple and city ofje^ 
msalem, and for the tribes of Israel, and the vows he 
made upon that occasion, instruct princes and ma- 
gistrates, and all the true members of the Church, 
to concern themselves for the public tranquillity, 
and for the eood of civil society ; but, above all, for 
reliffion, and for the service of God; to pray conti- 
nually for the peace of the Churcb^ and join their 
labours to their prayers, by doing all that is in their 
power for its good and edification. 

PSALM CXXIII. 

The children of Israel being oppressed and per- 
secuted by their enemies, implore the divine assist- 
ance. 

Me/lectioTis. 

Those who are exposed to the contempt, perse- 
cution, and cruelty of the wicked, should learn from 
this Psalm, to look up continually to God, that he 
would have compassion on them ; and to place all 
their trust in his nelp; believing that God will never 
forsake those who serve him futhfully and suffer for 
his sake. 

PSALM CXXIV. 

In this Psalm the Israelites acknowledge that 
God had delivered them on many occasions ; and 
that without his protection they should have been 
destroyed long before. 



CXXIV, CXXV.] PSALMS. 99 

Reflections. 

This Psalm is still better suited to the Christian 
than to the Jewish Church. What is here said, en- 
^iges us to reflect upon the different conditions the 
Church of Christ has been in ; and to consider, that 
notwithstanding the attempts which Satan and the 
world have made against it, ever since its birtli, it. 
still subsists. From whence we may conclude, that 
God will always be its strength and support, and 
will never permit it to be destroyed. Thus it is with 
all true believers, since it is impossible God should 
forsake them, or cease to love them, and take care 
of them. 

PSALM CXXV. 

I. David describes the stedfastness of those that 
trust in God, and his protection of Jerusalem^ and 
of the children of Israel II. He says, that if good 
men are afflicted, it is not for ever ; whereas uiose 
that forsake God perish at last in a miserable manner. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm represents to us in a few words the 
happy condition of those who fear God, and put their 
trust in him. The Psalmist teaches us, that nothing 
can move them ; that God is always ready for their 
defence ; that if he suffers them to be afflicted, he 
has regard to their weakness ; and that he softens 
and shortens their troubles. He likewise assures 
us, that God always does good to the righteous, and 
to those that are upright in heart ; whereas those 
who wander out of the right way, fall at last into 
destruction. This meditation furnishes believers 
with powerful motives to be for ever calm and se- 
rene, to put their whole confidence in God, and to 
be more strictly attached to their duty. 
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PSALM CXXVI. 

This is a song of thanksgiving, in which the Jews 
rejoice at the wonderful deliverance which God had 
granted them in brii^ging them out of captivity; and 
mey pray him to finish their restoration. 

ReflectioTis* 

This Psalm enga^^es us to reflect on the wonderful 
things which God nas done in all times for his 
people, by delivering them, contrary to all appear- 
ance, from the power of their enemies. This Psahn 
assures us, moreover, that if the Church, or the 
righteous, are in affliction and tears, God gives them 
at last occasion to rejoice ; and, in general, when 
men have been tried and humbled by affliction, he 
makes gladness succeed to sorrow ; so that, as the 
Jews here express it, they that sow in tears, shaU 
reap in joy. 

PSALM CXXVIL 

This Psalm declares, that all the care that is taken 
for the prosperity of cities and families is unprofit- 
able witnout the divine protection ; and that he in 
mercy gives children to those whom he designs to 
bless. 

Re/lections, 

Here we learn, I. That it is not so much the care 
which men take, as the blessing of God, that makes 
states, cities, and families subsist; and therefore that 
magistrates and heads of families ought to labour to 
brin^ this blessing upon them. II. That God gives 
chilcuren, and that we ought to esteem them a parti- 
cular blessing ; since if we bring them up in virtue 
and godliness they will be the joy and glory of their 
parents not only m this world, but in that which is 
to come. 
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PSALM CXXVIII. 

This Psalm speaks of the happiness of the godly, 
and of the temporal blessings bestowed upon them 
by God, in prospering their labours, and in giving 
them children and a happy posterity. 

Meflectians, 

This Psalm assures us, that God blesses the la- 
bour and the families of those that fear him and walk 
in his ways. Though the temporal blessings which 
were formerly promised to the JewSf are not the 
chief things which Christians ought to aspire after; 
yet they are to be considered as a reward of piety, 
and to be received with thankfulness. Godliness 
has the promise of the life that now is ; God always 
blesses tnose families where piety prevails, and does 
particularly shower down upon them spiritual bless- 
ings; and at last exalts them who live in innocence 
to the supreme happiness which he has prepared for 
them in heaven. 

PSALM CXXIX. 

The prophet exhorts the Church to acknowledge, 
that though they had been often persecuted, G^d 
had not forsaken them ; and he foretells, that all the 
enemies of the Church should be destroyed. 

Meflections, 

What is said in this Psalm engages us to consi- 
der, that the Church has been often assaulted, both 
under the Old Testament and under the New; but 
that God has always preserved it, and that its ene- 
mies have never been able to destroy it This ought 
to confirm us in our belief, that the Church and all 
its true members will for ever subsist; and that all 
those who set themselves against them, shall have 
nothing but shame and confusion for their portion. 
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PSALM CXXX. 

David here implores the mercy of God, ^nd the 
pardon of his sins; and likewise expresses his eon- 
iiderice in the divine goodness. 

Reflections* 

The Psalmist hei'e gives us three lessons of in- 
struQtion. I. That if God should examine us in the 
rigour of his justice, none would be found righteous 
before him : wherefore we ought all to have recourse 
to his mercy, and say with the deepest humility, If 
thoUy Lordi skoutdest mark iniquitiea^ O Lordywho 
shall stand ? II. That if G^ is inclined to pardon 
men, it is to engage them to fear him; and that with- 
out this fear there is no pardon to be expected from 
him. This is ezpressedln these .rords, there Ufor- 
Qwemss with thee, that thou mayest befeated. III. 
That God has/ always been, &nd ever will be, the 
defender oi hb Church and of all true believers. 



PSALM CXXXL 

David protests solemnly in this Psalm, that he 
had not entertained proud and haughty thoughts of 
himself, but had always studied to uve in innocence 
and humility. 

Reflections. 

This Psalm expresses the sentiments which all the 
children of God ought to entertain : They are to be 
humble, not aiming at high things, but resembling 
little children in innocence and simplicity. What 
David teaches us on this head, is the same with what 
our Lord more fully recommends in the Gospel, 
when he tells us, that if we become not as little cMl- 
dren he will not acknowledge us for his disciples, 
nor shall we enter into the kmgdom of heaven. 
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PSALM CXXXII. 

I. Th£ author of this Psalm, which is probably 
Jiavidj here mentions the vow which that prince had 
made, to take no rest till the ark of the covenant was 
brought to Jenisalem^ and divine service established ; 
and he praises God that his vow had been accom- 
plished. II. He hopes that God, according to his 
promises, would bless his posterity ; and he prays for 
the priests, for the Levites, and for all the people. 

Re/lectiang. 

I, The vow mentioned in this Psalm, which David 
made to establish divine service, is a mark of his 
piety. From hence great men, ma^trates, and all 
men in general, ought to learn, that uie glory of God, 
and his true worship, is what they should desire with 
the greatest fervency, and procure to the utmost of 
their power. II. The favour God showed David, in 
enabhng him to execute his pious design, shows us, 
that God blesses those undertEikings that are formed 
with a good intention. III. The choice which God 
had mme of Sian for the place of his worship ; and 
the promises with which he had engaged to dwell 
there for ever to bless and prosper it, are to be ap- 
plied to the Christian Churchy m which he dwells 
in a more particular manner, and wherein he is to 
be worshipped and adored unto the end of the world. 
Lastly, We ought all of us, in imitation of the Psalm- 
ist, continually to pray for the preservation of the 
Churd), for a blessmg on its ministers, and for pros- 
perity to all its members. 

PSALM CXXXIIL 

This Psabn represents the happiness of those that 
live in unity and peace, and the blessings which God 
bestowsri^n them. 
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The instruction which we receive from this Psahn 
is, that nothing is more agreeable to God than peace 
and unity; and that his most valuable blessings are 
bestowed on those who live in good harmony with 
each other ; which should be of great weight to in- 
cline us to live together in Christian and brotherly 
love, 

PSALM CXXXIV. 

This Psalm is an exhortation addressed to the 
ministers of the old temple, in which they are in- 
vited to praise God. 

Me/lectians. 

The ministers of God should learn from this 
Psalm, that as the priests and Levites were by their 
office called to praise God day and night in his tem- 
ple, and to pray for the people of Israel; so are the 
ministers of the Christian Church, by their office, in 
a particular manner, called to bless and praise con- 
tinually God's holy name, and to pray without 
ceasing for the prosperity of the Church. 

PSALM CXXXV. 

I. The prophet exhorts the Levites to praise 
God, to proclaim the infinite power by which he 
created all things ; and, above all, to celebrate the 
wonders which he formerly wrought for his people, 
in delivering them out of Egypt^ and putting them 
in possession of the land of Canaan. IL He de-* 
scribes the vanity of idols, and the folly of idolaters. 

Reflections* 

This Psalm engages us, no less than the Israelites^ 
to bless God, and to celebrate his power, wisdom, 
and goodness, which appear in the creation and go- 
vernment of the world : and chiefly to itcknowleoge 
his mercy in choosing us to be his people. If he 
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delivered the children of Israel from Egyptian bon- 
dage, and destroyed the kings of Canaan to settle 
them in that country, Jesus Christ has done for us 
much greater wonders of power and love : he has de- 
stroyed the idolatry whicn reigned in the world ; he 
has delivered us from condemnation and death, and 
admitted us into his Church. It is therefore meet 
and right that this Almighty and All-gracious God 
should be for ever praised ; and tliat all those who 
fear him, especially his ministers and servants, should 
join together in praising him, and saying. Blessed be 
the Lord who dwelleth in Sion. Praise the Lord. 

PSALM CXXXVL 

In this Psalm of praise the Israelites celebrate the 
goodness and mercy of God, as they appear in the 
works of the creation, and in the miracles he had 
wrought for them, when their fathers came out of 
Egypt^ and entered into the land of Canaan. It 
must be observed, that throughout this whole Psalm 
the Levites and the people answered alternately, and 
in every verse praise God with these words, For his 
mercy endureth for ever. This form of praise was 
made use of at that time, and consecrated in a par- 
ticular manner to praise God in the temple. 

Reflections. 

We are to make two reflections upon this Psalm : 
I. The first is, that we have as great reason to bless 
God as the Jews had, when we contemplate the won- 
ders of creation and providence, the miracles which 
God formerly wrought in behalf of his people : but 
above all we are to praise the infinite mercy and divine 
power manifested in the work of our redemption. II. 
The next reflection relates to these words, repeated 
in every verse of this Psalm, For his mercy endureth 
for ever ; which was a form consecrated by custom to 
the use of divine worship. These words teach us, that 
the goodness of God appears in all his works, and is 
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the souroe §(^ all the blessings we enjdy ; aod therefore 
that we^ug^t likewise to celebrate it with coutmyal 
prauMasy with great gratitude, and with aU the zeal 
ao4 i^ryenQy we are able. 

PSALM CXXXVII. 

J. In this Psahn the Jewsy in captivity at Babylon^ 
express their great affliction to see themselves in an 
exiled condition, and their zeal for Jermalem, II. 
The prophet foretells the destruction of the EdxH 
mites, who had rejoiced to see the city laid waste; he 
foretells likewise the destruction of tne B&bylonians. 

Reflections. 

The sentiments of the captive Jews in this Psalm 
are the same with those of all true believers. I. They 
have a ffreat zeal for Jhe Church ; they cannot rejoice 
when they see it exposed to sufferings ; and would 
rather forget themselves, and their own concerns, 
than forget the interest of God's glory. II. The 
destruction of the Edomites and Babylonians, fore- 
told in this Psalm, which happened a few years after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, teaches us, that God 
revenues the evils done to his Church ; and that he 
severely punishes persecutors, and those who join 
with them, as well as those who insult the miserable, 
and rejoice at the evil which befalls them. 

PSALM cxxxvm. 

I. David, inspired with a holy zeal, declares that 
he wiU praise God publicly for all his favours, and 
invites all kings aria nations to praise the Lord with 
him. II. He entreats God to continue to bless and 
protect him, and testifies his entire confidence in his 
assistance and promises. 

Reflections, 

In this hymn, the fervent zeal which animates 
true believers appears in a strong light ; it inclines 
them to rejoice m God, to worship him, to sing his 
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praises, and declare his loving-kindness before all 
men, even before the great men of the earth, that 
they may learn to fear God, and show forth his glory. 
II. We see in this Psalm that the great God, who 
dwells in the heavens, knoies all that is done here 
below; that he does not disdain to take care of men ; 
but espedsdly, that his eyes are open upon his chil- 
dren; that he is with them in adversity ; so that all 
those who fear him may say, with an entire confi- 
dence. The Lord mU perfect that which cancemeth 
me : Thy mercy ^ O Lard^ endurethjbr ever : forsake 
not the works of thine own hiands^ 

PSALM CXXXIX. 

I. David solemnly acknowledges in this Psalm that 
God is present every where ; and that all, even the 
most secret thin^, are perfectly known to him. II. 
He praises the mfinite wisdom of God, which ap- 
pears in a particular manner in the formation of man ; 
and bein^ sensibly affected with the wonderful works 
of God, he declares, that the contemplation of them 
will always excite him to bless and fear him, and re- 
joice in him. Lastly, He says, that his confidence 
in the divine goodness and power would support 
him against all the assaults oi his enemies, that he 
will never fear them, nor ever have any familiarity 
with them. 

Reflections. 

We ought to consider this Psalm with great at- 
tention. This is one of those places of Scripture, 
which speak most clearly of the divine presence and 
knowledge. David teaches us very expressly, that 
God is every where : that his knowledge is infinite, 
as well as his power; that nothing is hid from his 
all-seeing eye : and that wherever we are, he is witr 
ness not only of our words and actions, but even of 
our most secret thoughts. These truths should make 
a deep impression upon us, as they did upon David, 
and engage us to live always as in God's sight, and 
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to fear that ep'eat God, who is present every where^ 
and, as nothing can be hid from him, will judge us 
according to our works. To this reflection, which 
is the principal, we must add these three particular 
considerations: I. That the wonderM manner in 
which God has given us life, affords us abundant 
motives to acknowledge his power and goodness, 
and to employ both our souls and bodies in his ser- 
vice. II. That the power and goodness of God 
ought to fill the righteous with great confidence, and 
secure them against all fear of men. The last re- 
flection is, that if we love God, we shall hate every 
thing that God hates, we shall shun vice, and the 
company of the wicked, but without hating them 
personally ; herein imitating our heavenly Father, 
who hates unrighteousness, but bears with sinners, 
doing them good continually, and using great pa- 
tience towards them, to bring them to repentance. 

PSALM CXL. 

David entreats God to defend him from the wiles 
and malice of those that sought his ruin, and threatens 
them with the divine vengeance. 

Reflections, 

We are to observe, that God defends the righteous 
from the violence of the wicked ; that his vengeance 
pursues cruel and unjust men, and those who slander 
and deceive their neighbours ; that how formidable 
soever their power may appear, he defeats all their 
designs ; and if he suffers the innocent to be op-> 
pressed for a while, he shows at last that he is their 
protector ; and gives them occasion to own and cele- 
brate his power, justice, and goodness. In this view, 
and with such a spirit as this, and not with a spirit 
of resentment and revenge against them that have 
offended as, ought we to read and meditate on thi* 
Psalm. 
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PSALM CXLI. 

I. Davidy exposed to the injustiee and calumny of 
several who persecuted him, beseeches the Lord 
graciously to receive his prayers. II. He begs of 
God grace, that he may not sin with his tongue by 
giving way to murmuring, and that he may not be 
seduced by sinners, but ne desires to be reproved 
and corrected by the righteous; he confides in 
God's help, and is persuaded, that he would deliver 
him'from them that sought his ruin. 

Reflections, 

The use we are to make of this Psalm is, I. To 
join with king David in the prayers which are here 
offered up to God, humbly beseeching him, favour- 
ably to receive our requests, and that our prayers 
may ascend into his presence ; that he would pre*- 
serve us from offending him, either by rash words or 
evil thoughts; and that he would not suffer us to be 
drawn away by the wicked, which is the design of 
this excellent prayer : Set a watchy O Lord, before 
my mouth : keep the door of my lips. Incline not 
my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works 
with men that work iniquity : and let me not eat of 
their dainties. II. David teaches us to receive with 
pleasiu*e and thankfulness the warnings and correc- 
tions of good men ; saying with David, as all pious 
men should do, Let the righteous smite me, it shall 
be a kindness : and let him reprove me, it shall be an 
excellent oil. Lastly, We find by this Psalm, that 
though the condition of the righteous is sometimes 
miserable, yet God always preserves them, and gives 
them not over to the will of those who seek to de- 
stroy them. 

PSALM CXLII. 

David, being hid in the cave oiAdullam, and sur- 
rounded by SauVs army, prays God to assist him in 
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that imminent danger, and vows to return him thanks 
and praise for so great a mercy. The history which 
occasioned this Psdhn may be read in the twenty- 
fourth chapter of the First Book of SamueL 

Reflections. 

This prayer, which David oflFered up to God when 
he was m danger of falling immediately into the 
hands of Savl^ teaches us, that to the Lord we must 
i^ply for the help we stand in need of; and the de- 
liverance which God vouchsafed him in this extre- 
mity, shows, that the confidence of the faithful is 
never in vain ; that God never wants means to deli- 
ver them from danger, and to change their sorrow 
into joy and thanksgivings. 

PSALM CXLIIL 

King David humbles himself before God, by con- 
fessing his sins; prays him to have regard to his 
deplorable condition, £Eivourablv to hear his prayer, 
to guide faim by hiis Spirit, ana to deliver him from 
the dai^r he was iii. 

Reflections, 

I. The prayer which king David makes at the 
beginning of this Psalm, in these words, Enter not 
into judgment with thy servant ; for in thy sight shatl 
no man living be justifled; is of such general use, 
that there is no man who has not reason to make it 
with humility and fervency. IL jDamcf^ application 
to God in the time of trouble, teaches us, that what- 
ever danger we are in, we ought to seek for security 
and comfort in prayer, and trust in God ; and to this 
end we should meditate upon his works, and the 
many proofs he has given m all ages of his loving- 
kindness towards those that fear him. But whether 
we are in affliction, or in any other state, we ought, 
above all things, to beg of God grace to fear him, 
that we may feel the effects of his love and be 
guided by his good Spirit; offering up continually 
to him this prayer: Cause me to hear thy loving^ 
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kindness in ilie morning ; for in thee do I trust 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shovM walk ; 
for I lift up my soul unto thee. Teach me to do thy 
vnll ; for thou art my God : thy spirit is good, lead 
me into the land of upriahtness. Lastly, when we 
observe with what warmui Davidj in this and many 
other Psahns, beseeches God to deliver him from 
those who hated him; we must imagine, we have not 
the same reasons to make that prayer as this king 
had; but if we have not the same reason as he hao, 
we ought heartily to implore the divine assistance 
linst the enemies of our salvation, since we are 
[ways liable to be assaulted by them, and they are 
infinitely more to be feared than our temporal ene- 
mies. 

PSALM CXLIV. 

This is a song of thanksgiving for the victories 
and deliverances which God had granted to David, 
and a prayer for the prosperity of the people of 
Israel. It is thought David composed this song 
after he had slaia Goliad. 

Reflections. 

I. David's thanksgivings to God for the victories 
he had obtained, teach us to give glory to God for 
all the good things that befall us; .and that it is he 
who protects pious kings, and, in general, all that 
fear nim, and who. delivers them from the greatest 
dangers. II. When God grants us any favour, we 
ought to add to our praises an humble acknowledg- 
ment of our own unworthiness, and say, with the 
most profound sentiments of humility, Lord, what 
is man, that thou takest knowledge of him ? Or the 
son of man, that thou makest account of him ? III. 
This Psalm teaches us, that plenty, peace, and tem- 
poral prosperity, are the eflFects of the goodness of 
God and his providence ; and that we ought to receive 
lliese blessings with thankfulness, and to make a right 
use of them. But let us remembei^ that these tempo- 
ral blessings which the Jews asked of God, and which 
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were promised by the covenant made with them, are 
not the good things which Christians should chiefly 
look after : let us De still more sensible of the spin- 
tual blessings which God grants us in the Church, 
and which secure us the enjoyment of never-ceasing 
happiness. A prospect of such blessings as these, 
gives us greater reason than the Jews to say, Happy 
IS that people whose God is the Lord* 

PSALM CXLV. 

I. David here praises God in a manner full of 
zeal and love, adores his majesty and his wondrous 
works, but especially his goodness towards all men, 
and his love to those who fear and call upon him. 
This Psalm may be read with the greatest advantage 
and edification. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm is very proper to inflame our zeal, and 
to encourage us to praise God with a fervent devo- 
tion. David expresses, in the most affecting terms, 
the ravishing joys and holy zeal with which the 
saints meditate upon the wonderful works of the Lord, 
and celebrate his power, majesty, truth, and justice, 
and above all his goodness and mercy, which are 
over all his works. David teaches us in this Psalm, 
that as by the Lord all things were made, so by him 
all things subsist; that his providence extends even 
to the Deasts: but his fatherly care he represents 
chiefly over those that fear him ; assuring us that 
God is always near them to defend them; that he 
hears them when they cry unto him ; that he deli- 
vers them in their distress, and grants them their 
heart's desire. The consideration of all these things 
ought to fill us with great love for so good a GckI, 
lem us to imitate his goodness, inspire us with a 
sincere attachment to piety, which procures these 
precious advantages; and animate us with ardent 
zeal to bless him, to declare his. praises, and to glo- 
rify him for ever. 
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PSALM CXLVI. 

The prophet vows he will praise God all the days 
of his life ; and teaches us to trust in God alone, 
who is the governor of the world, and takes a par- 
ticular care of the righteous. 

Rejleciions, 

We may learn from this Psalm, L That the best 
use we can make of our lives, is to employ them 
wholly in praising and glorifying God's holy name. 
II. Tnat it is a great folly to put our trust in princes, 
or in any man, since they are mortal, and therefore 
are mere weakness, and even as nothing ; but to 
enjoy true happiness, we must confide alone in God, 
who is the Creator of the world, who loves truth and 
equity, does right to those that are oppressed, and 
delivers them ; and who will reign for ever for the 
defence of his people and children. 

PSALM CXLVII. 

The Israelites are exhorted to praise God on 
account of the works of the creation, and for the 
&vours he had done for their nation in particular. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm presents us with two grand motives to 
induce us to love and praise God. I. The first, which 
is common to us with the Jews, and with all men, is 
taken from the power and wonderful wisdom b^ 
which he governs the world. We here see that it is 
God who preserves all things, who sends snow and 
rain, who causes the earth to brin^ forth its fruit, 
and who gives plenty and peace; and that therefore, 
all those temporal blessings ought to be ascribed to 
his bounty, and improved to his glory. II. Another 
cause for praising God, mentioned in this Psalm, is 
taken from the blessings God bestowed on ikeJews; 
and particularly, in granting them, together with 
his protection, the peace and plenty which they 
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enjoyed in the land of Canoum^ and giving them his 
holy word and his law. In this respect we have still 
stronger motives to praise the Lord, in consideration 
of the spiritual blessings vouchsafed to us ; among 
which uiA most valuable privileg^e of all is, to be 
enlightened by the Gospel, and by the knowledge 
of his wilL This is a favour which he has not 
vouchsafed to all people ; and therefore we ou^ht 
to acknowledge the worth of it, possessing it with 
thankfulness, and using it to the honour of his holy 
name, and to our own salvation. 

PSALM CXLVIIL 

Damdy in the transports of his zeal, invites all the 
creatures of heaven and earth to praise the Lord> 
but chiefly mankind, and the Israelites in particular. 
There is a great deal of beauty and siibliinity in this 
Psalm. 

Me/lections, 

In this Psalm, as well as in many others, we learn, 
I. That it is God who created, who preserves, and 
governs all the creatures that are in heaven, or upcm 
me earth; the angels, the sun, the moon, and all the 
stars ; that by his will, fire, hail, snow, winds, moun- 
tains, trees, and the grass, subsist in a regular order, 
and produce the several effects which we daily ob- 
serve. 11. Let us consider, that as all these crea- 
tures^ except the angels, are destitute cf reason, 
they are said to praise the Lord only as they afford 
us motives to praise him, by the wonders ^fhich 
they set before us ; and, therefore, that it is man's 
4nty to bless God, as he alone is capable of know<- 
ing him by his works. III. We see in this Psalm, 
that all sorts of persons, are obliged to discharge 
this duty ; that great and small, men and women, 
young and 4:>ld, oii^ht ell of them to praise the 
name of the Lord. All in generad, w'ho have the 
ha|)fpines6 to live in the pale of the church, ought 
to signalize their zeal, and join in giving glory to 
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the Creatoor of all diings z^and it should be our mosl; 
ardent desire, that the niime of the Lord our God 
may be blessed and j^raised by us, and by all crea«> 
tures both n<yw and for ever. 

PSALM CXLIX. 

This is a Psalm of praise and thanksgiving, for 
the victories which the people of Israd had gained 
over several kings, by the divine assistance. 

Reflections, 

This Psalm should stir up all the true members of 
the Church, to sing and publish the praises of God, 
and to rejoice in him continually. And as the IsrajeU 
ites sung hymns of joy, because God had made them 
triumph over their enemies, and the kings that 
waged war with them ; we ought likewise to praise 
him for the care he has taken of his Church, and for 
all the favours we have received from him; but 
chiefly, for subduing our spiritual enemies, and put- 
ting^ it in our power to triumph over them ourselves, 
ana to be in all things ^' more than conquerors 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

PSALM CL. 

The Psalmist exhorts all men to praise God, be» 
cause of his glorious majesty and his wonderful 
works, and to make use of holy instruments for that 
purpose. This concludes the whole Book of Psalms. 

Mefl£ctions, 

This Psalm, which is the last of all, should inspire 
all of us with a holy zeal to praise, without ceasmg, 
the majesty of God, his infinite power, and all his 
adorable perfections. This ought all of us to do, 
not only with our lips and voice, but chiefly with the 
heart ; remembering, that if the Jews in their wor- 
ship made use of musical instruments, and many 
other ceremonies, God requires us to praise him and 
worship him, under the Gospel, chiefly with the 
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heart, and with all possible zeal and affection. 
Let us, all our lives, discharge so just and pleasing 
a duty ; and let us, to iins end, make a good use of 
the many noble exhortations and divine patterns of 
devotion contained in the Book of Psalms ; that after 
we have praised and glorified God upon earth, we 
may glonfy him etem^y in the heavens with all the 
blessed spuits. Amen. 



The end of the Book of Psalms. 
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PROVERBS OF SOLOMON. 



ARGUMENT. 

This Book of Proverbs^ which has king Solomon for 
its author J consists of two parts : I. JTie nine first 
chapters^ which is ttie first part^ contain the exhor^ 
tationsj instnictions^ and advices^ which Wisdom 
dictates to mankind. II. The other part, which 
begins at the tenth chapter ^ is a collection of Pro^ 
verbs and moral Sentences^ upon all manner of 
subjects. It appears that Solomon wrote the first 
twenty-four chapters : The sentences of that prince^ 
contained in the succeeding chapters, were collected 
together about 280 gears after^ in the time of king 
Hezekiah, The two last chapters seem to have 
some other author. The sentences of this Book 
are short, their style figurative, after the manner of 
the Eastern Writers ; but their meaning is of the 
greatest importance, as they furnish us with excel-' 
lent instructions upon every kind of duty, and suited 
to all persons and conditions. 

CHAPTER I. 

The first chapter contains three parts : I. A preface, 
which shows the design of this Book, with an exhor- 
tation to acquire wisdom. II. A warning to shun 
wicked men, and not to suffer ourselves to be seduced 
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by them. III. An invitatioii whicli Wisdom addresses 
to sumers, in order to their conversion, with severe 
threatenings lu^ainst those that harden their hearts, 
and refuse to be converted. 

Reflections. 

There are three things in this first chapter, which 
demand our particular attention. I. We are to ob- 
serve, that the chief design of this Book, is to teach 
men prudence and understanding, and enable them 
to attain true wisdom, which consists in the fear of 
the Lord; that this is what all yoimg people espe- 
cially ought chiefly to apply themselves to ; and uiat 
this heavenly wisdom is attended with every blessing 
and advantage. These considerations should dis- 
pose us to improve by the instructions contained in 
this Book. II. Solomon teaches us, that in order to 
arrive at true wisdom, we should shun wicked men, 
and those who seek the hurt of their neighbours, lest 
they should draw us into evil by their Solicitations, 
and by their examples, and we should be involved in 
the miseries that threaten them. III. We ought to 
hearken seriously to that wise and grave remon- 
strance which Wisdom, at the end of this chapter, ad- 
dresses to sinners, who, Uke fools, err from the right 
way. We here see very plainly, that God seeks sm- 
ners, and makes them hear his voice : that he omits 
nothing to withdraw them from evil ; and that he is 
ready to give them his grace and Holy Spirit ; that 
he dpes not forsake them till after they have despised 
his counsels, and abused his patience ; after which it 
is no longer time for them to have recourse to his 
mercy. This sets the goodness and justice of God 
in a clear light, and shows that men may be happy 
if they will ; and that if they are not, their perdition 
proceeds from themselves ; and therefore, that they 
ought to hearken to the voice of God, and to the 
whidesome instructions he gives them, and make 
good use of his long-suffering, and proffers of mercy, 
before it be too late. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Sohmon exhorts us, above all things, to labour for 
the attainment of true wisdom. I. He shows, that 
it is the most valuable thing in the world, and that 
God gives it to those who seek it smeerely. II. He 
teaches us, that they who seek after wisdom, and 
attain it, are filled with good, and are secured from 
temptation ; but that they who depart from it to fol- 
low evil, and particularly such as give themselves 
up to impurity, hurry themselves into the greatest 
miseries. 

Re/lections, 

The instructions which Solomon here gives us are, 
I. To hearken to the words of wisdom, ta be atten- 
tive to its counsels, to seek it with all our heart; that, 
in order to attain it, we are to beg it of God, .who is 
the author and fountain of it ; that it is not hard to 
attain, and that God gives it to all who sincerely de- 
sire it. II. This chapter sets before us the advantages 
which accrue from the possession of this divine wis- 
dom ; it communicates die knowledge and prudence 
we stand in need of, procures peace and tranquillity, 
preserves from all evil, and particularly from the evil 
of temptation. By wisdom we may avoid the snares 
of the wicked, need not fear the enects of their ma- 
Uce, nor are we in danger of perishing with th<«n. 
Lastly, Solomon teaches us, that one of the advan- 
tages which wisdom procures to mankind is, that it 
prevents them particularly £rom falling into unclean- 
ness, and preserves them from those miseries which 
men who follow sensuality, and the inordinate desires 
of the flesh, are exposed to. 

CHAPTER III. 

I. Solomon exhorts men to follow the instructions 
of wisdom, to fear God, to trust in him, to honour 
him, and to submit to his corrections. II. That prinfce 
next describes the excellence of wisdom, and the great 

6 
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happiness it procures. Lastly, he exhorts us to do 
good to all, to hurt nobody, and to walk uprightly. 

Reflections. 

On this chapter, we are to consider, in general, 
the grave and affecting exhortations which Solomon 
here addresses to mankind, and his description of the 
happiness of those who give themselves up to the 
guioance and direction of wisdom. On this head he 
informs us, that he who fears God, and departs from 
iniquity, is more happy than if he possessed all the 
treasures, and every thing that the world esteems at 
the highest rate ; that wisdom makes men enjoy the 
most exalted pleasures, gives length of days, and is a 
spring of life and blessing ; that with it we need fear 
no evil, but may walk securely, rising up and lying 
down without terror, having God always for our pro- 
tector. Besides this, Solomon here recommends many 
particular duties : such are, I. To trust in God, and 
not in our own wisdom. II. To look up to God in all 
our ways, to fear him, and to depart from evil. III. 
To honour God by a holy and religious use of our 
substance, and of all the temporal advantages he con- 
fers on us. IV. To submit to his corrections, remem- 
bering, that whom the Lord loveth^ he correcteth ; 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. V. 
Never to do an unjust action, or injure your neigh- 
boHr, or to go to law with him without reason or ne- 
cessity ; but, on the contrary, to delight in doing him 
good, never deferring our assistance when we Imve it 
m our power. The last duty is, not to envy the 
wicked ; and to remember, that they who waUc not 
uprightly are an abomination to the Lord, and that 
this curse is in their houses ; whereas God always 
blesses them that live in uprightness. 

CHAPTER IV. 

I. Solomon continues to exhort men to the study 
of wisdom, and to show that it brings true glory and 
happiness to those who apply themselves to it XL He 



IV. V.} PROVERBS. 121 

warns men to shun the company of the wicked, and 
their evil examples, and to follow constantly the 
rules of piety and justice. 

Rejkctions, 

All, especially young people, find in this chapter 
very wholesome lessons, and powerful motives to 
lay hold of the instructions which are here ffiven 
them, to form in them a habit of piety and virtue. 
Solomon exhorts us to esteem and love wisdom, and 
to labour above all things to acquire and keep it, 
assuring us that this makes men happy, and raises 
them to the highest pitch of glory. He teaches us 
moreover, that, in order to attain true wisdom, it is 
highly necessary that we avoid the company and 
allurements of the wicked, since the ways they take 
lead to death. Lastly, He charges us to attend to 
the divine instructions of wisdom, to have them al- 
ways before our eyes, to keep our heart from every 
thing that may corrupt or seduce it, and so to order 
our actions, our discourses, and all our ways, that 
we may never turn away from the right path. 

CHAPTER V. 

This chapter contains exhortations to shun the 
irregular desires of the flesh, and to abstain from 
uncleanness. 

Reflections. 

On this chapter it must be remarked, that, among 
other wholesome advice given unto men, wisdom 
recommends in a very particular manner, to abhor 
uncleanness, and to shun persons who live in de- 
bauchery. Solomon speaks of the strange woman, 
because as the nations Dordering on the land oi Israel 
lived very dissolute lives, the Israelites were in great 
danger of being seduced by women coming from 
those countries. He exhorts men very strenuously, 
and young men particularly, to avoid all such per- 
sons : He sets before them the foUy.and stupidity of 
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those who suffer themselves to be seduced by sen- 
sual pleasures, the miseries they are exposed to; 
and the injuries they do themselves; reminding 
them, above all, that the actions of men are all ex- 
posed to God's view ; and that he examines all their 
steps. These considerations, added to the many 
other motives which the Gospel furnishes us with, 
ought to inspire us with the greatest abhorrence of 
impurity. They teach us that wisdom and piety 
cannot dwell in a heart enslaved by this passion ; 
that we ought with all possible care to avoid the 
temptations, opportimities, and objects, which might 
raise loose desires ; and endeavour to be pure and 
chaste, both in body and spirit. 

CHAPTER VL 

I. Solomon advises not to be too hasty to enter 
into suretyship for any one with a stranger. II. He 
exhorts us to avoid idleness, of which he represents 
the fatal consequences : and to abhor malice, pride, 
cruelty, and lying. III. He charges u^ to abstain 
from uncleanness, and to abhor those sins which it 
draws men into. 

Reflections. 

On this chapter we are to consider, I. That the 
advice which Solomon gives, not to become surety 
for another, does not mean, that we should never 
be bound for any person whatever; but this prudent 
maxim means only, that no one should rashly engage 
for another ; and that the Israelites^ in particuw, 
were to beware of beine bound for others with 
strangers. This was founded upon God's command, 
that the Israelites should not have any particular 
dealings with the neighbouring nations, ana because 
such suretyship occasioned several inconveniences. 
II. We ought to remember well what the Wise Man 
saith of idleness, and of the great mischiefis that 
attend it ; and above all we ought to avoid it, be- 
cause it corrupte the mind and the heart, and leads 
us into temptation and into sin. III. Solomon has 
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taaght us, that God hates the proud and haughty, 
deceitful, and cruel men ; those who contrive mis- 
chief, who bear false witness, and sow division by 
Qvil reports. Since these who are guilty of those sins 
are an abomination to the Lord, we ought utterly to 
abhor them, and remember that they would be much 
more abominable in us than they were in the Jin0& 
IV. Young men are here exhorted to follow the good 
instructions of their fathers and mothers, and never 
to forget them. Lastiy, The curses denounced in 
this and the following chapter, against adulterers and 
unclean persons, prove, that the divine vengeance 
pursues them in a particular manner, and experience 
confirms the truth of these threatenings ; but what 
the Gospel says of these odious sins should affect 
us still more, as it leaves not the least room tQ doubt 
but God will very severely punish those who give 
way to them. 

CHAPTER VII. 

This chapter contains exhortations to follow tiie 
rules and maxims of wisdom; and, particularly, to 
study to be chaste, and not to suffer ourselves to be 
seduced by impure and immodest persons. 

Reflections^ 

The frequent warnings of the Wise Man, from 
the beginning of this Book, to guard men a^nst 
impurity, show, that this sin is utterly inconsistent 
witii wisdom and the fear of God; and that none, 
but those who are destitute of prudence and piety, 
can give any way to it; but that persons truly wise 
^oid the snares of sensuality. We find in this chap- 
ter, tiiat the impure and unclean are luxurious and 
impudent, dissolute in their lives, and fond of plea- 
sures and finery. Solomon shows, that we cannot too 
studiously avoid persons of this character ; and that 
those who are drawn away by the lusts of the flesh, 
are like brute beasts which have no understanding, 
and hasten to their own destruction. These wam- 
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ings will have still greater force, if we consider, 
tliat besides the miseries which uncleanness exposes 
men to in this life, it hurries them into a state most 
fatal to the soul, and to their eternal welfare ; and 
we should attentively weiffh the declarations of the 
Gospel on this head, whidi are still more egress 
than those of Solomon. 

* 

CHAPTER VIIL 

I. The Divine Wisdom invites men to receive her 
instructions, and lay hold of the advantages which 
she offers to them. 11.* She declares that she was 
with God from the beginning ; and by her he finished 
all his works, and governs the world; that she greatly 
blesses those who follow her instructions ; and that 
those who reject her make themselves miserable. 

Reflections. 

We here see, I. God's great goodness and parti- 
cular care in calling all men, without exception, even 
sinners, to receive instruction, in withdrawing them 
from the follies and errors of the world, and com- 
municating to them true wisdom. By thus prevent- 
ing them, and doing every thing that is necessary to 
mSke them happy, God shows, that if they do not 
arrive at wUdom and happiness, it wiU be wholly 
their own fault. II. In this chapter we learn, that 
Divine Wisdom is the most excellent thing in the 
world; that she has always been with God ; that the 
world was made by her ; and that by her all things 
subsist in the order wherein we see them ; that she 
sets up kings, and gives them the prudence they 
stand m need of; and that this wisdom, which was 
with God before the creation, has been made mani- 
fest to render men happy. This was in an especial 
manner fulfilled when tne Son of God came into the 
world, and declared to men the doctrine of salva- 
tion : and this ought to induce us the more to make 
a good use of the instructions that are g^ven us in 
the Gospel. Lastly, Solomon teaches us, that this 
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heavenly wisdom is communicated only to those that 
love her, and desire to receive her; that in order to 
find her, we need only to desire and seek her; that 
she cannot dwell with pride and disorderly passions; 
that diose who hearken to her are perfectly happy; 
but that such as reject her wrong their own souls, 
and wilfully engage in the ways of death. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Wisdom proposes, under the similitude of a feast, 
the good things she bestows upon men ; exhorts them 
to receive her instructions, and warns them to avoid 
the temptations by which the foolish and abandoned 
woman draws away silly men. 

Reflections. 

There are three reflections to be made on this 
chapter : I. That since wisdom invites men, with so 
much earnestness and tenderness, to the enjoyment 
of her ffood things, we ought to improve her gracious 
invitation, renouncing the errors of the age, and sin- 
cerely applying ourselves to the study of true wis- 
dom, which consists in the fear of God, and which 
will bring us to an eternity of happiness and glory. 
II. It must be observed, that these wholesome coun- 
sels of wisdom are not received by all alike ; that 
wise men hearken to them with pleasure, and im- 
prove them ; but that worldly and pro&ne men make 
a mock at them, and only take occasion from them to 
grow wicked. III. This chsroter shows us, that it is 
one of the greatest follies and most dangerous errors 
to suffer ourselves to be allured by the charms of 
voluptuousness; and that we cannot stand too much 
upon our guard against this temptation, since it is so 
fatal in its consequences to those who give way to it. 
This king Solomon himself is a melancholy example 
of, who was by women led into idolatry in his old 
age. 

g3 
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CHAPTER X. 

Here the Proverbs, or wise sentences of Sohmonj 
begin. Those contained in this chapter relate to the 
duty of children ; to ill-gotten gooos ; to' the happi- 
ness of the righteous, and the unhappiness of the 
wicked ; to charity, and the love of peace ; to wis- 
dom in discourse; to the advantage of corrections ; 
to slandering; to the &ult of speaking too much; 
to the benent of conversing with wise men ; to the 
destruction of the wicked, and to the firm and cer- 
tain condition of the righteous. 

Reflections. 

The reflections to be made on this chapter, are 
the following : That the greatest happiness of j&- 
thers and mothers is, to have wise children; that 
goods gotten by injustice, fraud, or extortion, never 
kst long ; that the blessing of God, which aJone is 
true riches, always rests upon the upright ; that he 
who walks in integrity, walks securely, but that they 
that depart from the right way shall never prosper; 
that we should avoid quarrels; and that charity 
covers other men's faults. Besides this, we learn in 
this chapter, that we ought to be very prudent and 
discreet in discourse ; that it is a great fault to talk 
too much; that great talkers seldom fail of falling 
into lying, slandering, and other sins: Solomon 
tells us likewise, that what the wicked fear, befals 
them ; that at last they come to ruin ; but that God 
grants the righteous what they desire ; that the fear 
of the Lord prolongs life, and renders it happy ; that 
the hope of the righteous shall be gladness, and that 
they shall never be moved. These are most certain 
truths, and maxims of very great use, which we 
ought to have continually before our eyes. 

CHAPTER XL 

The subjects treated of in this chapter, are injus- 
tice and deceit, pride, integrity, the vanity of riches, 



XII.] PROVERBS. 127 

the death of the wicked, the evils they occasion in 
the world, and the good which upright men do in it ; 
sincerity and discretion ; the fruits of righteousness ; 
the punishment of the wicked; the woman without 
virtue; covetousness, usury, and the folly of those 
that trust in their riches ; and, lastly, what befals 
good and bad men in this world. 

Reflections. 

What we learn in this chapter is as follows : 1. 
That God abhors deceit and injustice, and that we 
ought inviolably to adhere to integrity and upright- 
ness, both in our words and actions. 11. That pride 
is attended with shame, whereas humility leads to 

glory. III. That the wicked do much mischief in 
le world, and when they die their hopes perish ; 
but that the righteous procure great happiness to 
cities and states, and that their happiness is always 
immoveable. IV. That wise men avoid slander and 
tale-bearing, and are prudent in their discourses ; 
but that great evils happen both to public and pri- 
vate persons, for want of prudence and good coun- 
sel. V. That sooner or later the wicked will be 
punished. VI. That a virtuous woman ought to be 
esteemodi but a woman without virtue deserves 
contempt. VII. That it is a great folly to love 
riches, and to put our trust in them ; and particu- 
larly, that those who rejoice in times of scarcity and 
dearth, and take advantage from it to enrich them- 
selves, shall be accursed. And lastly, that if even 
the righteous man is exposed to afflictions in this 
world, the sinner shall not escape divine vengeance, 
but shall infallibly receive what he has deserved. 

CHAPTER XIL 

This chapter contains sentences concerning correc- 
tion, and the usefulness of it ; the divine blessing on 
good men, and the punishment of the wicked ; con* 
ceminff virtuous women, prudence, modesty, huma- 
nity, sloth, sincerity, the prosperity of the righteous, 
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and the happiness of those that give themselves up 
to fraud and injustice. 

Re/lections. 

We are to learn from hence, I. To love instruction 
and correction ; and always to follow that which is 
right, since that procures the divine favour. II. What 
is here said of the worth of prudent and virtuous wo- 
men, warns Christian women of their duty. III. jSo- 
lomon charges us to live modestly, and not to affect 
grandeur and show ; to avoid cruelty and inhuma- 
nity ; to be diligent and industrious ; to abhor fraud 
and deceit, and never to wrong anv one ; to be pru- 
dent and sincere in our words ; to love peace and to 
procure it ; and constantly to follow justice and the 
fear of God, that being the way that leads to life. 
These are maxims of the greatest importance, which 
we ought to practise, not only because they may 
contribute to our happiness in this life, but chiefly 
because they are in themselves right, and in keeping 
them we do what is acceptable to God, and procure 
his &vour. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

The lessons of instruction in this chapter regard 
prudent children, sincerity and caution in our words 
and actions, diligence and labour, modesty, pride, 
goods unjustly gotten, the advantage of hearing the 
instructions of the wise, good and bad company, 
the necessity of correcting children, and the bless- 
ing that attends good men. 

Reactions. 

This chapter contains divers sentences; the chief 
of which tend to inform us, how profitable it is to 
young people to be reproved and instructed ; how im- 
portant it IS to be sincere, and at the same time pru- 
dent and reservedinour words ; the great advantages 
of dilig^ence and humility ; and, on the contrary, the 
evils that proceed from sloth^ negligence, and pride ; 
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the curse that follows goods unjustly gotten ; the ad- 
vantage we reap from the company of persons fear- 
ing God, and the danger of frequenting the company 
of the wicked. Lastly, Solomon teaches us, that God 
blesses the substance and posterity of the upidght ; 
and those who love their children ought to chastise 
them betimes ; that the righteous sludl see the ac- 
complishment of their wishes, and enjoy solid peace ; 
but that misery will be the portion of sinners who 
depart from their duty. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

This chapter treats about virtuous women, up- 
rightness, prudence, false witness, wisdom, and tne 
blindness of men in judging of themselves; of false 
joy, credulity, wrath, liars; of imprudence ; despising 
the poor, and respect paid to the rich ; of compassion 
towards the miserable ; of sincerity, the effects of 
the fear of God, of meekness, and of what occasions 
the happiness or unhappiness of kingdoms. 

Reflections, 

Among the reflections which this chapter sug- 
gests, these particularly deserve our attention. Here 
we learn, that women do much good or much harm in 
families ; that the mark of a man who fears God, is 
to walk in uprightness; that we ought always to speak 
ia truth, and with prudence, and to avoid insincerity, 
lying, and imprudence, in our discourse; that men are 
apt to be deceived, and to think themselves in the 
right ^y^ when they are in the road to destruction; 
tlmt the joy of the wicked ends in sorrow and misery; 
that credulity, as well as wrath and envy, make 
men fall into many faults ; and that it is great wisdom 
to be meek and moderate ; that rich men aire usually 
honoured, but that poor and mean men are neglected 
and despised ; that it is affronting God to despise the 
poor, but he that has compassion on them honours 
the LfOrd ; that where the fear of God is, there is a/ 
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spring of life, a firm assurance, and a preservative 
against tlie snares of death. Lastly, That justice 
and uprightness are the true glory of kings, and the 
greatest security of states ; but, on the contrary, in- 
justice becomes their shame and misery. 

CHAPTER XV, 

' The Wise Man makes mention of meekness and 
prudence in our words ; of the knowledge God has of 
the behaviour of all men ; of the prayers of the righ- 
teous, and those of the wicked ; of the manner in 
which the wise and the foolish receive corrections ; 
of joy and contentment of mind ; of a mean estate ; 
of wrath ; of idleness ; of wise children ; of the de- 
struction of the proud and unjust ; and of the happi- 
ness of men of integrity and humility. 

Reflections. 

From this chapter we may gather, that meekness 
and discretion in words produce much ^ood; that 
God knows and examines the conduct ana the hearts 
of all, both good and bad men ; that instructions and 
corrections are very useful ; tJiat wise men receive 
them willingly ; but that it is a sure mark of folly and 
blindness not to be able to endure Aem ; that God 
blesses tiie righteous and hears their prayers, but 
rejects those of the wicked; that joy and content is 
the greatest blessing of our li\'es, when joined with 
piety ; that a little, with the fear of God, and. with 
peace, is better than riches that bring trouble and 
wickedness along' with them ; that anger and idleness 
are attended with fetal consequences ; that wise chil- 
dren are a comfit to their parents ; that God de- 
stroys the impious and the proud ; that the family of 
those who love dishonest gain shall come to ruin ; 
but that God prospers those that fear him, and do 
righteously, and walk humbly before him. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Solomon shows, that God knows and directs the 
actions and thoughts of men; that in him we ought 
to put our trust; that he does every thing with wis- 
dom ; that he forgives sins ; and that those who turn 
to him and fear him, obtain his favour ; that we 
ought to possess nothing unjustly ; and that God 
hates pride and injustice : he treats likewise of the 
power and duty of kings, of the worth of wisdom, of 
pride and humiuity, of prudence, of labour, of evil 
speaking, of an honourable old age, of moderation, 
and of casting of lots. 

JReflectioTis* . 

The lessons of instruction which the Wise Man 
here gives us, are, I. That God knows the hearts of 
men ; and in him alone we ought to place omr trust; 
that he disposes all things with profound wisdom and 
perfect justice ; and that the miseries and calamities 
of the wicked are an effect of his justice. II. That 
from God We may obtain pardon of sin, and arecon* 
ciliation, provided we have recourse to him by re- 
pentance, and fear him, and depart from eviL III. 
That since a little with riffhteoustiess is better than 
great revenue without right 4 fmi, pride aoeth before 
destruction ; we cannot too studiously avoid inj ustice, 
deceit, and haughtiness. IV. Solomon exhorts those 
that are exalted above others, to hate injustice, to love 
virtue, and upright men, and to make a good use of 
their authority, y. He exhorts us to apply ourselves 
to the study of true wisdom, and of the fear of God, 
since that is more worth than all the riches in the 
world; to be prudent, meek, moderate in our dis« 
course and actions ; and to abstain from slander, ma- 
lice and wrath. VI. He teaches us, that a virtuous 
okl age is very honourable, and that this blessing is 
usually bestowed by God on the godly. Lastly, 
He declares that God presides over the lot, which 
plainly proves that he knows every thini^ ; that he 
directs all things by his providence; and that nothing 
happens in the world but by his will. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The sentences in this cliapter relate to concord,, 
the fidelity of servants, the knowledge God has of 
men's hearts, the contempt of the poor, the blessing 
of families, the aversion that judges ought to have to 
lying, to taking bribes, and to injustice ; others relate 
to reproofs, to folly, ingratitude, and quarrels; others 
speak of the excellence of friendship, of the misfor- 
tune of having; wicked children, of joy and sorrow, 
of discretion m speaking, and of silence. 

Reflections, 

We may learn from this chapter, I. That there 
are three things necessslry in order to make any far 
mily happy ; namely, peace, faithful servants, and 
children brought up in virtue. II. That God searches 
and examines the hearts of men, which is a powerful 
motive to godliness. III. That to despise the poor, 
and to rejoice at the evils which befal other men, is a 
sin against God, and exposes us to his wrath. IV. 
That magistrates and judges ou^ht to have a strong 
aversion against lying ana deceit, against bribes and 
unrighteous judgments. V. That tale-bearers sow 
division ; but that seasonable reproofs are very useful. 
VI. That ungrateful persons, and those that return 
evil for goo^ shall never be blessed. VII. That 
' quarrels ought to be carefully avoided. VIII. That 
one of the greatest blessings we. can enjoy in this 
world is to find true friends. IX. That since joy 
makes life happy, and sorrow and vexation render it 
irksome, we ought to apply ourselves to the fear of 
God, which alone can give true contentment and sa- 
tisfaction. Lastly, That one of the chief effects of 
wisdom is to speak with discretion, and to know when 
to hold our tongues. Every one of us, according to 
our condition and circumstances, should meditate 
upon these precepts, and conform our actions to 
them. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Solomon speaks of people's interfering with things 
which do not concern them ; of prudent and grave 
discourse; of respect of persons in judgment; and 
of taking bribes. He talks likewise o^ quarrels, and 
the Xssne which ought to be taken to put an end to 
them ; of idleness and flattery, and of trust in God ; 
of pride, and the destruction that attends it; of rash 
speaking and judging ; of the desire of the wise to 
receive mstruction ; of law-Suits ; of the good and 
evil occasioned by the tongue ; of virtuous women ; 
of pride on account of riches ; and of the care which 
ought to be taken to preserve true friends. 

Me/lections. 

In this chapter king Solomon teaches us to use a 
great deal of prudence in our words and actions ; to 
seek the conversation of wise men, and improve by 
their instructions ; to exercise justice ; to put an end 
to disputes, and procure peace with all possible 
care; not to hearken to flatterers, nor take plea- 
sure in their discourse ; and to shun idleness. The 
Wise Man informs us likewise, that the name of 
the Lord is a sure refuge for the righteous ; when 
men are puffed up with pride, their ruin is not far 
ojDT; that very great mischiefs are occasioned by rash 
words ; and, m general, that much good and evil pro* 
ceed from the tongue. This diapter warns judges in 
particular not to respect persons, not to take bribes, 
and to judge righteous judgment. Here we see^ 
lastly, that a prudent woman is one of the greatest 
blessings God can grant in this life ; and that we 
cannot set too great a value upon faithful and vir- 
tuous friends. When we read these several sentences 
of Solomon, we should not consider them barely as 

Erudent rules and maxims, which tend to make men 
appy in this life, and prevent many temporal incon- 
veniences; but we ought to look upon them as 
means of pleasing God, and procuring his love and 
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approbation: And this ouffht to be our principal 
view in the observation of tnem. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

The sentences of this chapter relate to the judg- 
ment which wise men form of others, on account of 
their poverty and riches, and the notions which the 
generality of mankind conceive of them on the same 
account : Other sentences relate to imprudence, to 
false witnesses, to the exaltation of unworthy per- 
sons, to the care which> ought to be taken in sup- 
pressing anger, and to the wrath of kings : Others 
represent the good and evil that is occasioned by 
women, and by children : the reward of charitable 
persons ; the duty of correcting children ; the evils 
arising from anger, idleness, and being without the 
fear of God; the advantages of piety; the punish- 
ment and miseries which wicked men draw upon 
themselves. 

JRe/kctiom^ 

The reflections we should here make are, I. That 
a poor man, who walks in his integrity, is more valu- 
able than a rich man without virtue ; and therefore 
that we ought not to esteem men because they are 
rich, nor despise others for the meanness of their 
condition, ll. It is of ^eat importance to behave 
with prudence in all thmgs. III. That false wit- 
nesses will not escape impunished. IV. That it is a 
great misfortune when mean and unworthy persons 
are put in authority. V. That to know how to par- 
don injuries, and to moderate our anger, is the.enect 
of great wisdom. VI. That women arid children 
c<mtribute much to the happiness or misery of £ami- 
lies; and that we must correct our children betimes, 
without being withholden by a false tenderness. 
This chapter teaches us likewise, that he toko gives 
to the poor^ lendeth to the Ijordf and Ood will pey 
him ctgain; that wrath and idleness are the occasion 
of many evils; that the true way to be happy to the 
end of our lives, is to keep the commands of Qod, 
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and to fear him ; and lastly, that the advantages ot 
correction are great; that we ought to submit to it 
willingly ; and that those who reject it, and laugh 
at instruction, lay up for themselves the greatest 
miseries. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Some of the maxims contained in this chapter re- 
late to excess in wine, to kings and their wrath, to law- 
suits and sloth ; others represent the praises given to 
virtue, the happiness which the posterity of me righ- 
teous enjoy, the corruption of men, God's aversion 
to injustice, the naturcu disposition of children, and 
the price of wisdom ; others speak of slanderers, of 
rebellious children, of revenge, of goods unjustly 
gotten, of sacrilege, of breaking vows, of the security 
of states, and the true glory of young and old. 

Me/lections* 

Solomon here recommends to us to avoid drmiken- 
ness and intemperance, lest we fall into quarrels and 
other disorders, which are the consequences of it ; to 
reverence kings; to abstain from law-suits; not to give 
way to sloth, nor to content ourselves with praising 
virtue, but to practise it also. He teaches us, more- 
over, that the posterity of good men are happy and 
blessed; that nobody can boast that he is altogether 
pure and free from sm ; that false weights, false mea- 
sures, and all sorts of fraud, are an abomination to the 
Lord. He shows us too^ that the good or bad dispo- 
sition of men is discovered from their most tender 
age; and that therefore we ought to take a particular 
care of the education of children fit»n the very begin* 
ning; that indulging ourselves in too much sleep is not 
oonsistentwith virtue; that true wisdom is but seldom 
to be found; that we should avoid the company of 
slanderers and tale-bearers ; that a curse attends diso^ 
bedient children, as well as ill-gotten riches;- and that 
we ought never to return evil for evil. Lastly, W« 
may gather.from hence, that it is a great sin to oem- 
mit sacrilege, and not to perform our vows ; that a 
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righteous government is the happiness of a nation ; 
that young people ought to maKe a good use of the 
strength and vigour of their age ; and that old age is 
honourable, when it is accompanied with virtue. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

We see in this chapter, that the hearts of kings, 
and of all men, are in the hands of God ; and that 
nothing is more pleasing to him than uprightness. 
Solomon speaks here of pride, of riches acquired by 
injustice, of quarrelsome women, of hardness of 
heart towards the miserable, of presents, of the 

f)leasure which good men take in doing good, of the 
overs of wine and good cheer, of the fruits of piety 
and wisdom, of slothful persons, of the covetous, of 
the worship which the wicked pay to God, of false 
witnesses, and of the infinite power of the Lord. 

Reflections, 

This chapter ei^ages us to make the following 
reflections : That the hearts of kings, and of all are 
in the hands of God, and that he is the judge of all 
their thoughts; that to do that which is right and just, 
is more acceptable to God than any sacrifice ; that he 
severely punishes the proud ; that those who get 
riches by evil means, labour for their- own destruc-^ 
tion; that women should avoid wrangling and dis-' 
putes, and put on a spirit of meekness; and that he 
who is hard-hearted to the poor, shall not be heard in 
the day of his calamity. We may moreover from hence 
observe, that the rignteous discharge their duty with 
pleasure, but that it is very painful to the wicked ; that 
It 18 dangerous to love wine and good cheer; that he 
who addicts himself to piety, and ue study of wisdom, 
finds life and glory ; that covetous and slothful men 
torment themselves with vain wishes ; but that the 
righteous live contented, and love to give ; that the 
prayers of the wicked are an abomination; and. 
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lastlvy that there is neither wisdom nor counsel that 
is aole to resist God ; and that he is the protector 
and deliverer of those that trust in him. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

The sentences we are now going to read are con- 
cerning a good reputation, the providence of God, 
meekness, piety, the education of children, and the 
necessity of correctinff them betimes; charity, the 
destruction of the widted, sloth, the oppression of 
the poor, the care we should take to improve by 
instructions, the duty of princes and magistrates, 
anger, land-marks, and diligence. 

Reflections, 

From this chapter we may draw the following in- 
structions: That a eood reputation is a blessing 
which we ought by aU means to endeavour to acquire 
and to preserve; particularly, that we may edify 
others by it ; that God is equally the maker of the 
rich and poor ; and that he has made a difference 
in the conditions of men, for the good of society; but 
that he will judge them all ; that meekness, and the 
fear of God, compose the whole happiness of man ; 
that it is extremely important to give children a 
good education, the fruits of which appear through 
ueir whole lives, and to correct them early ; that 
God blesses those who help the poor ; that he takes 
in hand the cause of the oppressed, and makes those 
who trample upon them fall into misery ; that it is a 
very advantageous and agreeable thing, to hear and 
follow the counsels of wisdom, and altogether worthy 
of those who govern the people; that we should 
shun the company of angry people, and take care to 
do nothing dishonest ; and that labour and diligence 
procure great advantages to men. These rules are 
of very great use in order to^ make men live happily 
in this world; but, above all, remember, they are the 
indispensable duties which religion and conscience 
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tequire of us, which should be our chief motiye to 
make them the rule of our conduct 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

In this chapter the Wise Man teaches us to be 
sober, not to desire riches, nor accept a present from 
an envious or covetous man; to be prudent in our 
discourses, and just in all our actions, particularly to 
the poor and mtherless; to correct our children; 
not to envy the wicked; to fly from drunkards and 
debauchees; to honour our father and mother; to 
search after wisdom and truth ; and to avoid impu- 
rity and intemperance. 

Me/lectians. 

The principal instructions we meet with in this 
chapter, are, to be sober, and not dainty, in eating 
and drinking; not to desire riches, but consider 
that they are perishing and transitory ; to receive 
nothing from the covetous, or of those that give with 
an evil heart ; to be cii;cumspect in words ; not to 
remove the bounds of men's possessions, nor to do 
any injury to the poor, remembering that they have 
a Frotector in heaven who will plead their cause. 
The Wise Man next recommends the chastising of 
children, and not being too indulgent to them; never 
to envy the prosperity of the wicked, but to give 
ourselves to tne fear of the Lord ; to avoid the com- 
pany of dnmkards and intemperate persons, lest we 
&11 into the same misery with them. Children ought 
to learn particularly from hence always to honour 
their parents, and not to despise them when the^ 
are old. Solomon again reminds us, that there is 
nothing we ought to attain or preserve with greater 
care than truth and wisdom. L.astly, What we read 
at the end of this chapter should, in the most power- 
ful manner, dissuade us from drunkenness and im- 
purity, not only for fear of the miseries which 
these sins expose men to in this world; but espe- 
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dally on account of the evil of so doing,* and the 
punishment which these sins will meet with from 
God in the life to come. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

This chapter contains sentences concemuig envy; 
the care of getting wisdom and prudence ; the obli- 
gation we are under to defend them who are op- 
pressed ; the fear of God's judgments : The divine 
protection of good men in affliction is likewise here 
treated of, together with the love of our enemies, 
the end of the ungodly, and the little reason we have 
to envy them ; the fear of God ; the honour due to 
kings; impartiality in judgments; economy, revenge, 
and sloth. 

Reflections. 

The effect which the reading of this chapter 
ought to produce in us, is to teach us never to envy 
the wicked, nor join ourselves to them ; to make it 
our chief care to get wisdom ; to comfort and defend 
the afflicted ; ana to fear the judgment which God 
has threatened against those who have no pity on 
ihem. The Wise Man next teaches us, that if the 
righteous often fall into affliction, the Lord delivers 
them ; which is the meaning of this sentence, A just 
man faUeth seven times, and riseth up again : For 
Solomon did not mean, that the most righteous man 
falls seven times a day into sin, as several do falsely 
complain it. It appears from this chapter, that a wise 
man, and one that fears God, never rejoices at the 
^evii that befids his enemies^ nor is jealous at the 
prosperity of the wicked. He fears God, and ho- 
nours his superiors; he lives peaceably, without 
meddling in tilings that do not concern him ; he has 
no respect to men in the exercise of justice, and ren- 
ders to every one exactly what is his due ; he never 
returns evil for evil, and abstains from revenge ; he 
is prudent and industrious, and guards against idle- 
ness and sloth, not only because they are attended 
with poverty and many evils, but, above all, because 
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they are an obstacle to virtue, and corrupt the 
heart. The Gospel prescribes the same rules and 
in a more perfect manner, which lays us under a still 
greater obligation not to depart from them. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

The Wise Man makes several remarks on the 
greatness and duty of kings ; on humility, quarrels, 
secrecy, words spoken in season, and reproofs. He 
proposes rules concerning liberality, meekness, tem- 
perance; the correspondence we ought to maintain 
with our neighbours; the care we should take to 
comfort the £mB[icted ; the love of enemies, and the 
way to restrain slanderers. Lastly, He speaks of 
quarrelsome women, of the ill effects produced by 
anger, and by the righteous falling into sin. 

Rejkctions. 

That which is said of the greatness of kings, at 
the beginning of this chapter, uiows, that they ought 
to be honoured ; and, if they would be happy, they 
should remove evil men from them. Solomon next 
t^eaches us, not to seek after vain-glory, but to be 
humble; to avoid disputes; to keep secrets; to 
submit to ireproof witli cheerfulness ; not to boast of 
any thing, especially of what we have not ; by mild 
speeches to appease those who are enragea; and 
to be sober ana temperate. He advises us not to 
engage ourselves too far in the affairs of the world, 
but to live in a religious retirement; and to behave 
ourselves charitably and prudently towards the af- 
flicted. He exhorts us to return good for evil, in 
those words which St. Pavl quotes, Rom. xii. If 
thy enemy he hungry^ give him bread to eat ; and if 
he be thirsty ^ give him water to drink ; for thou shaU 
heap coals of Jire upon his head; that is, by this 
means we shall gain our enemies, and deliver them 
from a great evu, and shall do a good work which 
God will reward ; or if they still continue to hate 
us, they will be utterly inexcusable. Towards the 
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end of this chapter, the Wise Man teaches ns, that 
the way to silence slanderers is to discourage them, 
and to let them know we take no delight in hearing 
them. He observes, that' the fall of the righteous 
occasions great evil, and is a dangerous example ; 
and the wicked think, though very unreasonably, 
that this gives them authority to sm. Lastly, He 
says it is a token of great weakness, not to be master 
of our own temper, nor to be able to resist anger. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

The sentences in this chapter are upon the follow- 
ing subjects : The advancement of wicked men, rash 
curses, the evils that proceed from folly, and the way 
of replying to fools, that is, to such as want wisdom 
and virtue ; their obstinacy in sin, their good opi- 
nion of themselves ; idleness, contention, the faith- 
lessness of those who deceive their friends, quarrels, 
back-biting, dissimulation and flattery. 

Reflections. 

The reflections this chapter affords us are as fol- 
low: That honour and preferment are not fit for 
people without merit and without virtue ; that curses 
pronounced against any one, only harm the person 
that utters them; that those who are void of wisdom 
fall into contempt and misery, and occasion many 
evils to others ; that we ought to behave ourselves 
discreetly towards such persons, and to answer them, 
or be silent, as prudence shall require. We may 
farther learn from hence, that the greatest folly, and 
that which we are seldom cured of, is to have too 
high an opinion of ourselves ; that idleness is a vice 
that makes a man incapable of doing any good, or 
of hearkening to any advice ; that it is a great im- 
prudence to concern ourselves in the quarrels of 
others ; that if there were no tale-bearers tnere would 
be no animosities, and that they are the authors of 
many evils ; that it is great perfidiousness to deceive 
one's friend, and to pretend friendship, whilst the 
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heart is filled with hatred and ill designs, and that 
flattery should be banished from our conversation. 
Christians should abhor all these vices, as utterly 
unworthy of our Christian calling ; stodyine^ meek* 
ness, charity, humility, and sincerity, in their words 
and actions. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

This chapter treats of the uncertainty of life and 
of all events; of the praises men give themselves, of 
jealousy, of reproo£s, of the excellence and the duties 
of true friendship, of bad women, of the effects of 
praise and flattery, of incorrigible persons, and of 
economy. 

ReflecHom, 

This sentence of Solomon, Boast not thyself of 
to-morrowj for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth, warns us of the vanity of life, and the 
imcertainty of events, and therefore that it is great 
folly to depend upon the friture. The Wise Man 
observes next, that to praise one's self is not con- 
sistent with prudence or humility ; that we ought 
studiously to avoid anger and passion; that those 
who reprove us with sincerity are our best friends ; 
that, on the contrary, those, who are flattering and 
insincere, are our enemies ; that true friends are a 
very great treasure, and that we ought never to for- 
sake tnem. Women are taught in this chapter to 
avoid a sharp and Quarrelsome, and to be clothed 
with a peaceable and quiet spirit We likewise learn 
here, that there are some people so incorrkrible, that 
neither warnings nor corrections can alter them. 
Lastly, The rules about industry and economy, which 
Solomon here gives us, should be well observed, not 
only because industry is profitable to this life, but 
chiefly because application to some lawfril business 
is a means of living innocently ; and a plain and in- 
dustrious life is a help to piety, and an instrument 
of salvation. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

This chapter contains excellent sentences upon 
th^ state of a good and bad conscience ; about go- 
veminent, oppression, and integrity : Upon children 
who apply themselves to piety and virtue, or depart 
from tnem; on iustice, usury, and the observation of 
God*s commands ; on the exaltation of good men, 
the fear of God, tyranny, diligence, sincerity, and 
respect of persons ; on we miseries which envious 
ana covetous men are exposed to ; on reproof, and 
the sin of children robbing their parents ; and laBtly, 
on presumption, and charity to the poor. 

Reflections, 

This sentence. The wicked flee when no man ptn^^ , 
sueth ; and the righteous are hold a^ a liorij deserves 
to be well considered, as it shows, that an evil con- 
science is generally in fear, whereas a good man is 
always calm and steady. This chapter teaches us far- 
ther, that God sometimes punishes a people by their 
governors, therefore that good princes and magis- 
trates are a peculiar blessing: to a state ; that a poor 
and honest iLi is more wo^y of ^teem, than a rich 
man without virtue; that wise children are a glory 
to families, but wicked children a disgrace ; that he 
who increases his goods by injustice and extortion^ 
}ieaps up riches for others ; that the Lord rejects the 

aers of those who transgress his law ; tmtt every 
J ought to be g^lad when the righteous are ex- 
alted, but that it IS a great mbfortune when the 
wicked bear rule. This sentence deserves, our par* 
ticular attention : He tiuxi covereth his sinsy shaJi not 
prospers but whoso confesseth and Jbrsaketh them^ 
shall have mercy : And this other ; Happy is the 
man thatfeareth alioay* These words teach us, that 
without confession of sins, there is no forgiveness to 
be obtained, and that the fear of God is a fountain 
of true happiness. In this. chapter we learn also, 
that idleness produces misery ; that justice is to be 
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exercised without partiality ; that envy and avarice 
only make men miserable ; that those who reprove 
us are most deserving of our love ; that it is a ^eat 
sin in children to steal from their parents ; t£at a 
good opinion of one's self is a sign of extreme folly ; 
and lastly, that those who five to the poor will never 
want, while the uncharitable are accursed. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

The Wise Man speaks of those that love not to 
be reproved ; of the advancement of the righteous, 
and of the wicked ; of the impiu-e ; of kings and go* 
vemors, and of flatterers ; of the good that wise men 
do to others, and of the evil occasioned by the 
wicked ; of the care which every one should take^to 
procure peace, and command his temper; of the 
punishment it is to any people to be deprived of 
God's word ; of the necessity of correcting servants ; 
of men that are hasty and rash in their words and 
actions; and lastly, of anger, pride, and injustice. 

Reflections* 

What we are to gather from this chapter is, that 
those who will not bear reproof are then* own ene- 
mies ; that the impure are exposed to great miseries ; 
that a nation governed by good princes is very 
happy, but no less miserable when its rulers and 
magistrates are lovers of bribes, and have under 
them men without virtue ; that flatterv is a snare 
which every wise man should shun ; tnat wise and 
pious men are very useful in the world, but that 
wicked men do much mischief in it, and are enemies 
to the righteous. This chapter teaches us also, that 
it is wise and prudent to shun disputes, to calm 
our passions and refrain anger; that we ought to 
undertake to defend good men ; that children, duly 
corrected, are a joy to their parents; that people 
without instruction and the fear of God, are cor- 
rupted and deserve our pity; that we ought to behave 
with prudence towards our servants ; that we ought 
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never to engage ourselves in the society of wicked 
men : and tnat those who partake with them, and 
make advantage of their injustice, become partners 
of their crimes. Lastly, Solomon teaches us, that 
anger hurries men to the commission of many sins ; 
that pride brings men low, while humility exalts 
them; and that the surest way to be always m a set* 
tied condition, is to trust in God, and , to walk up- 
rightly. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

In this chapter jiaar confesses man's meanness 
and the majesty of God, and prays him to ffive him 
neither poverty nor riches. ^ ^ ^ 

Me/kcHons. 

We are chiefly to observe from this chapter these 
two things : I. Tnat what is here said of man's mean- 
ness and God's omnipotence, should produce in us a 
lively sense of our own weakness ; of the Divine 
Majesty, and our dependance on God. II. That a 
middling station in life is the most happy and desir- 
able; wiich Affar has expressed in this beautiful 
prayer: Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 
me with food convenient for me. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

This chapter may be divided into two parts; the 
first of whicn contains instructions, which the mo- 
ther of king Lemuel (supposed to be Solomon) gave 
him to restrain him from sensuality, from unjust wars, 
and from drunkenness ; and to engage him to pro- 
tect the weak and to govern justly. And the second 
part contains the praises of a virtuous woman. 

Reflection's. 

The instructions, which are contained in the first 
part of this chapter, relate chiefly to kings and gover- 
nors, and tend to restrain them from impurity, from 
unjust wars, and from intemperance ; and to inspire 
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them with sentimftiitft of equity and justice ; yet there 
is no one who is iK>t bound to follow these good in** 
strnctionsy «nd to study diastity, sobriety, and the 
love o£ peace and justfce. The second part of this 
cluster teaches us, Aat the qualities which render 
women ptaise^worthy, are (migence and industry, 
rood] housewifery, lore of dieir husbands »id chil- 
dren, charity to the poor, discretion and wisdom in 
their discourse, and above all, the fear of God. 
Here we learn, that the life of the women in those 
times, even of those that were rich, was plain 
and industrious ; and that they laboured with their 
hands to supply the necessities of their families. 
However, we must not suppose, that what is said in 
this chapter remrds only the maxims and duties of 
economy. Religion requires of women the same 
duties and qualities which S<^wnon praises in per<- 
sons o£ that sex, and which recommend them in the 
sight of God. Tlus St. Paid shows, when he praises 
women who take care of their children, who stay at 
home and guide the house, who exercise charity, 
and who practise with care all manner of good 
works; and when he blames, on the other hand, 
those that are idle tatlers, and busy-bodies^ wander- 
ing about from house to house. Wherefore Christ- 
ian women ought to give particular attention to 
what is said in this place. 



Tht end of the Book pf Proverbs. 
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BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES. 



ARGUMENT. 

The design of king Solomon in this book, is to expose 
the vanity of the worlds and of human life ; and to 
show J thai the only way to be happy is to fear God^ 
and to keep his commandments. 

CHAPTER I. 

I, Solomon teaches, that every thing in this world is 
vain and uncertain; and particularly, that the know* 
ledge of things here below, and the labours of men, 
cannot give them content of mind. II. He confirms 
this by his own experience. 

Reflections after reading the Chapter. 

Th£ whole book of Ecclesiastesj and particularly 
this chapter, tends to instruct us in the vanity and 
inconstancy of the world, and of our own lives ; and 
to teach us, that every thing here is in a continual 
change, and that the pains which men take for the 
things below cannot make them happy. This truth 
we ought not to be less convinced of than Solomon 
was ; nay, the vanity of the world shoidd even more 
evidently appear to those who enjoy the light of the 
Gospel. Wisdom therefore, and our duty, require 
us continually to remember that all is vanity; which 
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will be an effectual remedy against the love of the 
world, and a subjection to our passions. This medi- 
tation should likewise engage us to bless God, that 
we have in the knowledge and fear of him a remedy 
against this vanity, to which all things are subject. 
And since the pains which men take to get posses- 
sion of the advantages of this life, and to acquire the 
wisdom of this world, is nothing but trouble and folly; 
prudence requires us to apply ourselves to a more 
useful and necessary task, and labour to get true wis- 
dom, which consists in the fear of God, and which 
can only impart to us solid content and perfect happi- 
ness in the course of this life, and even afiber death. 

CHAPTER II. 

I. Solomon shows, by his own experience, the va- 
nity of those thiiigs which men most highly esteem 
in this world. lie says, that after he Tiad endea- 
voured to satisfy himself with pleasures, with build- 
ings, riches, ana magnificence, he found that all was 
nothing but vanity. II. He adds, that he had made 
the same judgment of the conduct of men, and of 
their labour in acquiring worldly wisdom and pru- 
dence, or in heaping up riches. 

Me/lections. 

We ought to take great notice of whatis said in this 
chapter. We here find a great king, after he had 
lived in pleasures, magnificence, and plenty, acknow- 
ledging that all is nothing but vanity. The example 
of Solomon should make us own the worthlessness of 
riches, pleasures, honours, and all that men pursue 
upon earth, and the folly of setting our hearts upon 
them. Butwhat Jesus Christinthe Gospel says upon 
this occasion, shoidd yet more strongly convince you 
of this truth. Solomon's reflections on the trifling ad- 
vantages attending that wisdom, which is confined to 
the things of this life, deserve to be well weighed ; and 
so do his remarks on the folly of those persons, who 
weary themselves in heaping up riches ; and, when they 
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die, leave them to others, and sometimes to persons 
they do not know. These considerations should lead 
us to seek true wisdom, and teach us to moderate our 
desires after the good things of this world, and direct 
us what use to make of them; and to avoid that at* 
tachment of heart, and those excessive cares, that 
render a man miserable in this life, and rob him of 
peace of mind here, and of the happiness of the 
life to come. 

CHAPTER III. 

I. Solomon shows, that all things in this world have 
their season, and are liable to change ; and concludes 
from hence that it is the best thing to be content, and 
to apply ourselves to well-doing. II. He speaks of 
the unrk^hteous judgments pronounced by magis- 
trates. Lastly, He observes, that all men are mor- 
tal; and that upon this account there is no difference, 
widi respect to the body, between them and the 
brute beasts. 

Rejlectiom. 

I. What Solomon teaches us concerning the incon«* 
stancy, and the continual change of worldly thing^s, 
and of the life of man, should convince us that soTid 
happiness is not to be found in things fleeting and 
transitory. II. This should excite us to act wisely 
to make a good use of time and of the opportunities 
that offer of procuring this happiness. III. Since 
God presides over the changes which things here be- 
low are subject, to, and manifests in them his wisdom, 
justice, and goodness; it is our duty as well as hap- 
piness to submit in all things to his providence, and 
to events, as he is pleased to dispense them. IV. 
This chapter likewise teaches us, that whatever 
confusion and disorder we discover in the world, 
God knows every thin^ that is done in it ; that he 
examines particularly tne behaviour of judges; and 
that if they commit any injustice, he will call them 
to account for it. Lastly, It is to be considered, 
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that if Solomon says men die as the beasts do, he 
only says it in relation to the death of the body, for 
he teaches us in this very chapter, that God skcM 
iudge the riyihteous and the widted; and Aat ffiere is 
a time appointed for every purpose^ and for every 
work : And he says expressly, at the end of this 
Book, that when the dust returns to the earth as it 
was J the spirit shall return to God whoyave it; and 
that God shall briny every work into judyment, with 
every secret thiny, whether it be yood, or whether it 
he evil. The consequence therefore to be drawn 
from this chapter is, that we ou^ht to use the things 
of this present life with thankfuuiessand moderation, 
but apply oiurselves, above all things, to fear and 
please God. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Solomon describes the innocent under oppression ; 
the envy that one man bears to another; the idleness 
of some, and the pains which others take to get riches, 
the advantages of society, and the inconveniences of 
being frienmess and alone ; and lastly, he speaks of 
men exalted to rule over others. 

Beflections. 

I. The TVise Man's observations in this chapter, 
that the innocent are often oppressed, and comfort* 
less, is a proof of the vanity of the world; but it 
proves that there is a Goa, who will render to 
every one according to his works; and therefore, 
that we must not judge men to be happy or misera- 
ble by what befalls them in this world. IL The envy 
of one man against another is a farther proof of the 
vanity of this life; but this passion ought to be 
banished from the heart, since it only serves to tor- 
ment us unprofitably, and besides is inconsistent 
with charity to our neighbour, and with the sub- 
mission we owe to the will of God. HI. Solomon 
teaches us, that it is a great folly to harass and 
torment ourselves in getting riches together, since we 
do not know oftentimes into whose hands they will fisdl. 
IV. He observes, that it is veryadvantageous, and very 
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s^eeable^ to be united in Henddiip^ provided it be 
with virtuoua p9T9ona. V. We aere learn, that 
wigdem is preferable to all worldly ffoods ; and that 
a poor and wi^e mm is more excellent than kings 
that want wisdom. Lastly, Solomon observes, tlutt 
men 8vre attached only to those firoin whom they hope 
to reqeive ; and that they forsake great men when 
they bave no more to expect of them. This shows, 
that there is much vanity in the judgments of men, 
and in worldly greatness, and therefore we are not 
tQ depend upon happiness fWun these things. 

CHAPTER V- 

Solomon here ffives advice, I. Concerning rash- 
ness, and hypocrisy in divine service, vow9 and un- 
righteous judgments. 11. He represents the folly of 
covetous men, and the vanity of ricbes ; and, lastly, 
he directs vs what use to make of tbe good things 
which God hath given us. 

Meflections. 

Let us learn from this chapter, I. To present our- 
selves before God with great respect, especially when 
we enter into places set apart for religious worship, 
and to take heed to our thoughts and words, when we 
appear before Him* II* Tlmt it is an indispensable 
duty exactly to perform the vows we make ; and that 
it is much better never to make than to break them. 
III. That if princes and magistrates do not exercise 
justice, we must believe that there is a God in heaven 
that sees it, and will judge them for it. IV. That a 
fondness for riches and pomp will neither prolong life, 
nor make a man more nappy ; that, on the contrary, 
they produce more troid>le and anxiety ; that men who 
get their living by labour, enjoy more sweetness and 
repose than those who possess great estates ; that the 
more men have, the more their cares increase ; that the 
rich cannot enjoy their own riches, that they die like 
otber men, without enjoying any solid satisfaction ; 
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and that they know not what will become of their 
estates after their death. Lastly, We must remember 
that when Solomon says, It is good and comely for a 
man to eat^ and to drink, and to' enjoy what he hath .* 
his meaning is not that we should give way to sensua- 
lity and pleasures. We cannot ascribe such a thought 
to him, if we consider what is said in this chapter, 
of the reverence with which we ought to present our- 
selyes before God, of vows, of the judgment which 
God will pass on diose who judge others, and of the 
joy which He sheds abroad in the hearts of good 
men. His meaning is only this, that when God 
grants us wealth, we ought to be content with it, to 
receive it^ and possess it as his gracious gift, and 
use it with sobriety andgratitude, out never to place 
our happiness in it Inese are SolomorCs real sen- 
timents : and these are particularly the sentiments 
which the Gospel inspires. 

CHAPTER VI. 

r 

This chapter represents the vanity and misery of 
those, who, having received riches from God^ know 
not how to make a good use of them, and are never 
easy nor contented. 

Reflections, 

The reflections which Solomon makes in this chap- 
ter are very proper to moderate the heat of men's 
Ijursuits auer earthly goods. The vanity of their 
abours appears, not only in their not knowing how 
to enjoy the good things which they so eagerly pur- 
sue ; out chiefly in this, that they are deprived of the 
greatest blessing of life, which is ease and a content- 
ed spirit, and cannot secure themselves any thing 
for the future. The Gospel gives us still clearer 
directions on this head, when we are told, that they 
that will be richj Jail into temptation and a snare^ 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts. Thai the 
love of money is the root of all evil: and that godli-- 
ness with content is great gain* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

L This chapter treats of meditating on death : of 
reproof, and the use that should be made of it; of 

Eatienee, of the worth of wisdom, of the manner of 
ehaving in prosperity and adversity ; of what hap- 
pens to the righteous and wicked in this world ; of 
the inconveniences which men bring upon themselves 
by want of moderation and equity, ana by presuming 
upon themselves; and of the advantages attending 
the fear of God. II. Solomon adds, that all men are 
liable to sin, and that we must not busily inquire 
what people say of us, nor make ourselves uneasy 
about it. Xastly, He speaks of women void of virtue, 
of the evils occasioned by them, and of the state in 
which God created man at the beginning. 

lUJlections. 

In this chapter we have several excellent instruc- 
tions; I. That it is very necessary to think upon 
death ; and that it is more useful to mourn than to 
give ourselves up to mirth. II. That wise men hearken 
with pleasure to those that reprove them, and are 
mild and gentle in their discom-se and in their whole 
behaviour. III. That riches are a blessing, only 
when they are attended with wisdom and virtue. I V . 
That God does all thin^ with perfect justice, that 
it is he who visits men with prosperity and adversity, 
and that we should make a good use of both. 
V, That we ought not to be staggered or offended, 
if we see the wicked live happy and long, nor if the 
righteous suffer. These words. Be not riffhteous 
over-mtich, neither make thyself over^wise^ must not 
be imderstood as a caution not to be too good or too 
wise, since we can never be wise and good enough, 
nor use too many endeavours to become so ; but oo- 
lonum speaks this against those, who, when insisting 
upon their own right, or passing judgment upon 
others, proceed with the utmost rigour and severity, 
|iot observing the rules of moderation and equity, 
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and are so presumptuous and conceited, that they 
want to direct every thing, and busily meddle witJh 
what no ways concerns diem. The Wise Man 
teaches us likewise, that all men are liable to hil into 
some hxAtj and therefore they ought to bear one 
with another. He advises us not to be inquisitive, 
nor make ourselves uneasy about any thing that 
others may say of us ; as this would be apt to rob ns 
of our peace and tranquillity, and tempt us to resent- 
ment aiid rash judCTients. What is said of women 
towards the end of this chapter, should be well un- 
derstood. As the Scripture often speaks of women 
illustrious for their virtues, and Solomon himself 
praises such, Prov, xii. 4. — xviii. 23. — xxxi, 10. he 
could not mean, that a virtuous woman was no where 
to be found : There is, in this respect, no difference 
between the two sexes. But SolomovCs meaniner is, 
that having searched out the reason of all the wick- 
edness that passes in the world, ver. 25, he had 
found, that tnere was nothing more wicked and dan- 
gerous than a disorderly woman, such as he describes, 
ver. 26, that her malice and artifice are scarce to be 
conceived; nor can they who have suffered themr- 
selves to be surprised oy her, without llie utmost 
difficulty escape ner snares. Solomon therefore does 
not speak of women in general, but of such as he had 
been describing;. One reason, no doubt, which made 
this king talk tnus, was his being himself seduced by 
women. See 1 Kings xL Lastly, Solomon teaches 
us, that God has made man uprignt, but that he has 
wilfully corrupted himself; from whence it follows, 
that we ought not to ascribe man's depravity to God, 
since it is wholly owing to himself. 

CHAPTER VIIL 

The instructions contained in this chapter relate 
to the excellence of wisdom, to the respect due to 
kings, to prudence, to the uncertainty of events, and 
the certamty of death; others represent the abuse 
men make of God's patience, the present condition 
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of ffood and bad men, and the use we ought to make 
of me advantages of life. 

Re/lections. 

Thp principal instructions which the Wise Man 
g^ves us in this chapter, are ; that wisdom is man's 
true happiness and pleasure ; that we should pay to 
kings the reverence that is due to them ; that one of 
the chief duties of wisdom is, to make a right use 
of time and opportunity in all things, the neglect of 
which exposes men to many evils ; that men know 
not what is to happen to them; that events, and even 
our own lives, are not in our power ; but that death 
is unavoidable, both by the wicked and the good, 
which is a powerful motive to patience and godlmess. 
We are moreover taught in this chapter, that sinners 
usually harden themselves, because God bears with 
them, and defers their punishment ; but, that never- 
theless, they will receive, sooner or later, what they 
have deserved ; that if the righteous are unhappy in 
this world, and wicked men happy, this is an ar- 

Siment of the vanity of things here below ; but that 
od will have it so to try good men, and to invite 
the wicked to repentance ; and that at last he will 
render to both according to their works. Lastly, 
We must take notice, that when Solomon says, he 
had valued pleasure above all things^ he speaks of 
reasonable pleasures, which proceed from a lawful 
and moderate use of the goods that God has given 
us, which have nothing in them irreg^ar and con- 
trary to piety. 

CHAPTER IX. 

We learn from this chapter, I. That good and 
bad men are subject to the same accidents ; that the 
dead have no share in what parses upon the earth, 
nor can they any longer enjoy the good things of this 
life, and therefore we ought to use them while we 
may. II. That men are not the disposers pf events. 
Lastly, That wisdom is of a v^ry great price, though 
wise men are often despised. 
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Reflections, 

We may observe upon this chapter, I. That 
though good and bad events are common to all men, 
as Solomon acquaints us ; yet just men, and their ac- 
tions are, nevertheless, in the hands of God, who will 
judge both the righteous and the wicked. II. When 
we are told by Solomonj " That the dead have no 
longer any share in what passes in this world, and 
that their love and hatred are both at an end; and 
therefore, that we ought to eat our bread widi joy 
all the days of our life;^ his design is, that we should 
improve the advantages of life, and make a wise use 
of what we have in possession ; but let us not abuse 
this notion, and imagine we are at fiill liberty to give 
ourselves up to worldly joys and pleasures, and to 
say with the ungodly. Let us eat and drink, for to^ 
morrow we die. III. Solomon teaches us, that wis- 
dom and strength are profitable upon many occa- 
sions ; but that, however, we are not the masters of 
contingencies ; and that we often fall into misfor- 
tunes, without being able to foresee or prevent them. 
This teaches us never to rely upon our own strength, 
prudence, and address, and to remember always that 
we depend upon Providence. IV. We may here 
observe, that tnough wisdom is very advantageous, 
and worthy the highest esteem, yet it is often de- 
spbed, especially m poor men; but that this is a 
very partial judgment ; and that we ought to esteem 
wise and virtuous people, without having respect to 
their appearance. 

CHAPTER X. 

This chapter treats of the feults committed by 
wise men ; of the benefits of wisdom, and the evils 
occasioned by folly ; of the exaltation of unworthy 
persons, and of the miseries attending nations, where 
the governors are unfit to govern, being young, and 
addicted to pleasures and intemperance. Hereis like- 
wise mention made of prudence and rashness in dis- 



X. IX.] £CCL£SIAST£S« 157 

course, of sloth, and of the respect that is due to 
great men* 

Reflections. 

There are four principal observations to be made 
on this chapter : I. That the faults committed by 
those who pass for wise men are of great importance, 
because they are a bad example, and give scandal to 
religion. This should teach virtuous persons to take 
heed to their behaviour, but does not authorize any 
body to imitate them in the &ults they commit II. 
That in all things men should behave with prudence, 
and neither do nor say any thing rashly and out of 
time. By this means we may avoid many inconve«« 
niences, and many sins, which men fall into for want 
of reflecting on their words and actions. III. That 
when people of mean extraction, and at the same 
time destitute of wisdom and virtue, are exalted to 
honours, they generally occasion many evils. IV, 
Solomon has taught us, that people; and states are 
very much to be pitied, when their princes and ma- 
gistrates have not that wisdom and understanding 
which is necessary ; when they are young and with- 
out experience ; or if they are addicted to drunken- 
ness, gluttony, and fond of pleasures ; but, on the 
contrary, that aland is happy which is governed by 
persons that are wise, sober, and worthy to com- 
mand. Upon which we must observe, that the faults 
of men in authority should not hinder us from re- 
specting them; but that pious kings and upright 
magistrates are worthy of double honour. 

CHAPTER XL 

The Wise Man makes several reflections with re- 
gard to the use we ought to make of worldly goods.' 
He shows, that we shoidd follow the order which 
God has established, to procure the necessaries of 
life ; remembering, however, that all things depend 
upon the providence of God, and that the things of 
this life are vain and transitory. 
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Mefleetions. 

We are to learn from this chapter, I. To conform 
to the appointed rules of Providence in providing^ 
the necessaries of life, and in our use of tmngs tem- 
poral. II. That the works of God are wonderful^ 
and above our comprehension ; but that it becomes 
us to rely upon that adorable Providence which pro- 
vides for ally and in the mean time enjoy all the bless- 
ings it affords us without placing our happiness in 
them. 

CHAPTER XII. 

This chapter has three parts : I. Sdoman exhorts 
young people to fear God, before old age surprises 
them, and death takes them out of the world. II. 
He describes the infirmities of old age, and savs, that 
it ends in death. Lastly, He concludes this book 
with showing, that the design of all he had here said, 
is to teach men to acknowledge the vanity of this 
w<N:ld, and to fear God. 

Reflections, 

Young people ought to make a good use of the 

Save and pressinjg exhortations, which the Wise 
an gives them in this chapter ; and learn from 
thence* I. That it is of the spreatest importance to 
shun tne desires of youth, and especially luxury and 
pleasures; to remember their Creator woilst they are 
young, and to fear his judgment, before they are de- 

{>rived of the opportunity of discharging these duties ; 
est, if they follow the inclinations of Uieir heart, and 
SVe themselves up to the pleasures of the world, 
ey discover their mistake when it is too late to find 
a remedy. II. The description Solomon here givei? us 
of the infirmities of old age, exposes the vanity of 
this life ; but it ^uld lead us chiefly to observe, 
that since man decays in such a maimer, and his 
body is weakened and consumed by old age, age must 
be no very fit time to glorify God in, or work out our 
salvation when we wve neglected to. do it before ; 
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and that therefore we ouffht to labour therein before 
our end approaches, and whilst we have time and 
strength for the work. III. These words, TTien shall 
the dust return to the earth as it was^ and the spirit 
shall returnunto God who gave it, are a clear proof that 
the soul is immortal and dies not with the body ; and 
therefore they deserve to be read with peculiar at- 
tention. The conclusion of this Book of Ecclesias^ 
tes is likewise very remarkable, wherein Solomon de- 
clares that the conclusion of the whole matter, and 
the design of all he has said is, to fear God, and keep 
his commandments ; for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into judgmeTd, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. These last words 
may serve to explain all that we read in this book ; 
as they are in truth the end and the sum of all re- 
ligion, and of all the lessons we meet with in the 
sacred books. 



T/ie end of the Book of Ecclesiastes. 



THE 

SONG OF SOLOMON. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Author of the Song ofSangi is Solomon. What 
we read in this Booh, taken literally, seems to he a 
description of the love which Solomon and his queen 
had for each other, Bui this Song must he under' 
stood in a spiritual and mystical sense ; and so in- 
deed have all the ancient doctors, both Jews and 
Christians, understood it. In this Book is repre- 
sented, in figurative and allegorical expressions, 
the mutual love of Christ and his Church, which is 
called in Scripture his spouse, and the sentiments 
which, this love produces in the hearts of all true 
believers : in this light we must consider what is 
contained in this Book, 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



ISAIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Prophet Isaiah lived about 800 years before the 
coming of our Saviour ; and prophesied about sixty 
years in the kingdom of Judea, There is great 
strength and majesty in his exhortations, in his re- 

~ proofs, and in his threatenings. In this Book 
there are several predictions relating to the Jews, 
and other neighbouring nations; and it is to be 
observed, that of all the prophets, Isaiah has spoke 
the most clearly of Jesus Christ, ofhissijMsrings, of 
his kingdom, and of the calling of the Gentiles, 

CHAPTER I. 

I. 7S^//i-H' reproaches the Jews for their ingra- 
titude, and extreme corruption, which would shortly 
<)ecasion their utter ruin, II. He reproves them for 
their hypocrisy, and vain confidence m sacrifices and 
external worsfiip. III. He exhorts them to repent- 
ance, and declares, that if they would be converted, 
God would pardon and bless them ; but if they con- 
tinued in their disobedience, they wouldbe destroyed. 
Lastly, He complains of the corruption of the city of 
Jerusalem; and particularly, that the magistrates 
and rulers were given to injustice ; and declares^ that 
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God would soon take vengeance on them for all these 
sins ; and that the Jews should be deprived of all 
the privileges they enjoyed. 

Reflections afier reading the chapter, 

I. Whex ve read the prophet's reproaches of the 
Jews ioft their ingratitude, we are led to consider, 
that God, in admitting us into the bosom of his 
church, and adopting us for his children, has con- 
ferred greater favours on us than on his ancient 
people : and therefore we shall be infinitely more 
guilty, and expose ourselves to more heavy chastise- 
ments, if we ungratefully rebel against him. II. God 
declares in this chapter, that it is in vain to worship 
him in public, and attend on him in the religious 
aasembhes, and practise the most solemn acts of d»* 
votion, wlulst we live in sin, and that God abhors 
such worship. III. This chapter teases us, that 
the only way to avoid the wratn of Godj is to purify 
our hearts by repentance, to cease from doing evil, 
and learo to do well ; that God is always ready gra- 
ciously to receive sinners that are converted; out 
that the disobedient and hardened shall perish in 
their impenitency. IV. It must be observed, that 
Isaiah particularly complained of the depravity of 
the judges and magistrates oi Jerusalem^ saying, that 
they were companions of thieves, that they loved 
gifts, and followed after rewards^ These censures 
and the threatenings denounced against wicked ma-* 
gistrates, prove, that sins committed by persons of a 
public character are usually attended with a general 
corruption, and with the most severe judgments of 
God : and that, on the contrary, it is a great bless- 
ing on cities and states, when God sets over them 
just and upright rulers. 

CHAPTER 11. 

The prophet foretells in this chapter, I. That all 
nations should be called to the knowledge and ser- 
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vice of the trae God. II. That God would reject 
the Jew$^ because of their idolatry and other sins. 
III. That he would destroy, by his almighty power^ 
those that set themselves against him : ana that he 
would abolish idolatry. 

^flections. 

This chapter contains three prophecies ; the first 
of which foretold the calling of the Gentiles ; the 
second the rejection of the Jews; and the third tlie 
destruction ox the wicked, who are the enemies of 
God. We see the completion of these prophecies. 
The several nations of the world have been called to 
the knowledge of the true God by the Gospel, and 
are come into the church, and made partakers of the 
covenant of God; the Jews have been rejected, by 
reason of their sins, and their incredulity ; and God 
has in all times confounded the pride and power of 
the ungodly, and the enemies of nis kingdom. The 
use then we should make of reading this chapter is, 
to be very sensible of the great advantage we enjoy 
in being m the number ofthose whom God has aa<- 
mitted Sito his clmrch ; and to excess our gratitude 
by a sincere endeavour to know his will, by serving 
him with purity and zeal, and by walking in his way. 
We should improve, by the ex;ample of the Jew?*, 
and by the judgments which are denounced against 
those who oppose God, lest by our rebellion we ex- 
pose ourselves to those dreadful judgments, which 
ne will pour upon the wicked, and on all those who 
do not reverence his power. 

CHAPTER III. 

Isaiah foretells the utter destruction of the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem^ and of the kingdom of Judah ; 
which, he says, would come upon them for their sins ; 
and chiefly for the injustice which the rulers of the 
people openly committed, and the luxury and immo* 
desty of the women of Jerusalem. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The prophet foretells in this chapter, that in those 
troublesome times the Jewish nation should be ex- 
tremely diminished ; but that God would restore the 
remnant of that people, sanctify, and protect them; 

Reflections an chapters iii. and iv. 

These chapters teach us, I. That God withdraws 
his protection from nations that provoke him by their 
sins; and that he punishes them, particularly, by 
setting over them rulers that know not how to govern 
weU. IL That when men, instead of concealing 
their sins, proclaim them openly ; and, instead of 
being ashamed of them, commit them without re- 
serve, there is reason to believe the Judgments of 
God are not far off. III. That among the sins which 
provoke the wrath of God, he is, above all, offended 
with the injustice committed by persons of a public 
character, and with luxury and pride. The descrip- 
tion is very remarkable which Isaiah here gives of 
the luxury and vanity of the maidens and women of 
Jerusalem, their various ornaments, their wanton at- 
tire, their immodesty, their pride, their soft and dis- 
solute lives. We here see, that idleness and luxury 
were introduced into Jerusalem, with other sins; 
and the prophet expressly declares that this would 
be one cause of the ruin of the Jews, and of the mi- 
series that were going to fall upon them. This 
leaves no room to doubt but luxury is very odious in 
the sight of God, and still more odious in Christians 
than in the Jews, and that when immodesty, idle- 
ness, vanity, effeminacy, and love of pleasures 
generally prevail, they are a sure mark of great 
corruption, and forerunners of the divine judgments. 
Lastly, God gives here tokens of his goodness, 
in promising that after the Jews had been chas- 
tised, he would restore and sanctify them. This 
he did, when he delivered them from their ene- 
mies, who were shortly to attack them ; when he 
recovered them from ^the Babylonish captivity; 
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and chiefly, by sending his Son into the world, to 
bless them, and to redeem them from their sins. 

CHAPTER V. 

I. Isaiah represents, by the similitude of a well 
cultivated but barren vine, the care diat God had 
taken of the Jews^ the ingratitude of that people, 
and the judgments that were shortly to iall upon 
them. II. He particularizes the chief sins of that 
nation, which were covetousness, injustice, drunken- 
ness, love of pleasures, contempt of God's judg- 
ments, profaneness, and the inimiity of judges m 
taking bribes to corrupt them. III. The prophet 
foretells, that the Jews should be punished for all 
these sins, and that distant nations, as the Assyrians 
and Chaldeans, should come against Jerusalem. 

Reflections. 

The complaints which God makes of the ingrati- 
tude and disobedience of the Jews, which he repre- 
sents by the similitude of a barren vine, plainly teach 
us, that God does all that is necessary for the good 
of men ; that he makes use of the most proper means 
to engage them to love and fear him ; that therefore 
he is not the author of their ruin ; and that if they 
perish, it is wholly owing to their own fault. This 
comparison teaches us, likewise, that when men 
abuse the methods that God takes to render men 
happy, he deprives them of them, and forsakes them. 
Besides this, it appears from this chapter, that there 
are some sins which in a particular manner expose 
men to the divine vengeance ; as covetousness, and 
an immoderate desire of riches ; dnmkenness, the 
love of mirth, feastings, and pleasures ; security, and 
a contempt of the divine threatenings, impious opi- 
nions and discourses, and the injustice committed by 
judges and magistrates. The Jews were delivered 
into the hands of the Chaldeans for these sins ; and 
we may see by their example, that when men jjive 
themselves up to work wickedness, they are infalnbly 
exposed to God's wrath. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The prophet relates a vision, in which God ap- 
peared to him in his glory, and commanded hhn to 
speak to the Jews in his name, and to declare to 
them, that since their obstinacy was past remedy, 
their cities should be laid waste ; but that neverthe- 
less their ruin should not be past recovery. 

Re/lections. 

There are two things in this chapter whidi chiefly 
demand our serious attention. I. The magnificent 
vbion which the prophet Isaiah had^ wfaerem he saw 
the Lord seated upon his throne, and surrounded 
by his holy angels, who celebrated his holiness and 
infinite majesty. By this remarkable vision, which 
filled the prophet with fear and trembling, God de- 
signed to confirm him in his calling as a prc^het, and 
prepare him to say and do whatever he should com- 
mand. The account given us of this vision should 
inspire us with a great reverence and dread of the 
majesty of God, and stir us up to praise and adore 
him continually with the angels, saying, with pro- 
found humility: jSoly, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts, the V)hole earth is Jwl of his glory. 11. We 
must observe, that what is here said of the blindness 
and obstinacy of die Jems, b not to be understood as 
if God bad blinded them, and hardened their hearts. 
God only informs die prophet what would be the 
success of his ministry, and foretells that the Je^vs 
would harden themselves wilfully. We oii^t never 
to attribute to God the sin ana obstinacy ksS. men, 
since he is so £ar from blinding and hardening them, 
that he does all that is necessary to enl^ten them, 
to convert and save them : and if they oontinne in 
their sins, and perish in them, it is wholly owing to 
their own wickedness, and because they would have 
it so« 

6 
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CHAPTER Vir. 

Ahazy king of Judah, being attacked "by Rezin 
king of Syria, and Pekah, kin^ of Israel, God sends 
Isaiah to him, to assure him Uiat he would defend 
Jerusalem, and that the kingdoms of Syria and 
Israel should be soon destroyed. II. The prophety 
to give Ahaz the stronger assurance that the King- 
dom of Jvdah should not be delivered into the hands 
of the enemies that attacked him, foretells the extra- 
ordinary birth of a child. III. He declares, that 
the kingdom of Israel should be ravaged by the 
Egyptians and Assyrians. 

Reflections. 
The care which God took to send Isaiah to Ahaz, 
who was a wicked and idolatrous king, to promise 
him protection against the kings oi Syria and Israel, 
who made war upon him, is an mstance of the good- 
ness of God towards men, even those that offend 
him, and of his love to his people. Isaiah exhorts 
Ahaz and his subjects not to fear those two smok- 
ing fire-brands, as he in contempt calls the kings of 
Syria and Israel; and, in fact, these two kings, who 
intended to invade the kingdom of Judah, were 
themselves destroyed soon after, with their kingdoms. 
There is, in this chapter, a remarkable prediction ; 
the prophet says, that within threescore and Jive 
years, Ephraim, that is, the Israelites of the ten 
tribes, should be broken, that it be no more a people. 
This came to pass at the end of that term, wnen 
Esarhaddon, kin^ of Assyria, sent strangers to dwell 
in Ae land of £rael, in the room of tne Israelites, 
who had remained there pretty numerous after Sal" 
maneser, king of Assyria, had destroyed the king- 
dom of the ten tribes. The behaviour of Ahaz, 
who rejected the promises and offers that Isaiah 
made him from God, shows us, tliat if it be tempting 
God to expect what he has not promised, it is no 
less offending him not to believe nis promises, nor 
Ho receive the offers of his favour. However, we 
here find, that God, notwithstanding Mxt£s refusal, 



166 ISAIAH. [chap. 

told Urn by Isaiah^ that in a very short time, and 
before a young son of that prophet had any know- 
ledge, Jenuakm should be delivered from Doth the 
kings who made war against it But what is most 
remarkable is, that Isamh then foretold that a virgin 
should bring forth a son. This prophecy relates to 
Jesm Christy and is applied to him in the Gospel, as 
he alone was born of a virgin ; and to him alone can 
be ascribed what Isaiah saith of this extraordinary 
child, and the august titles given him in this and the 
following chapters. Farther, as the Messiah, whose 
birth is liere predicted, was to be of the family of 
king Davidj this prophecy tended to assure the Jews^ 
that God would* not suffer that family, and the 
kingdom of Judah^ who were then attacked, to be 
destroyed by their enemies. 

CHAPTER VIIL 
I. Isaiah continues to prophesy, that the attempts 
of the kings of Syria and Israel against Jertisalem 
woidd be m vain ; and that before a son who was 
born to him should be of an age to understand, the 
Assyrians should come against those two kingdoms, 
and pass on even to the lungdom of Judah, II. He 
exhorts the Jews to put their trust in God, and fear 
hone but him ; to cleave to his word, and not to have 
recourse to sorcerers nor idols. He speaks, lastly, 
of the desolation that should at that time befal those 
Jews which dwelt in Galilee, 

Reflections. 
The repeated assurances which Isaiah gave king 
Ahaz and the Jews^ tliat they should be delivered 
from the kings of Syria and tsrael, show, that God 
defeats the attempts which the enemies of his church 
form against it, and that he renders their contriv- 
ances vain and ineffectual; and therefore that in 
God alone we ought to place our fear and our 
trust. The event answered the prediction : Tiff- 
lathpileser, king of the Assyrians^ came to Aha£s 
assistance, took the city ot Damasctts, which was 
the capital of the kingdom of Syria, slew Rezin 
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their kinj^, and in him put an end to that king- 
dom. Tiglath-pileser took also part of the kingdom 
of Israel^ and carried the people captive into Assyria ; 
but made Ahaz king of Judah tributary. iSome time 
after, Salmaneser^ who succeeded Tiglath-pileserj 
totally destroyed the kingdom of Israel : and at the 
end of eight years, Sennacherih^ another king of 
Assyria^ made war upon the kingdom of Judahj 
under the reign of Hezekiah^ son of Afiaz : He even 
besieged Jerusalem, but in vain, since God protected 
and miraculously delivered that city. Thus all that 
Isaiah had foretold was fulfilled. In the second 
part of this chapter, the prophet very strongly con- 
demns those, who, in the danger the Jews were then 
in, instead of applying to God and his word, had 
recourse to sorcerers, and to the dead. From whence 
it appears, that it is a great crime, and extreme 
impiety, to consult sorcerers, and those who pretend 
to foretell things to come ; and that those who give cre- 
dit to such persons, and make use of such damnable 
methods, forsake God. This teaches us likewise, 
that we ought to have no other support of our trust, 
or rule of our faith, than God's word. Lastly, It is 
to be observed, that if Galilee, where the tnbes of 
Zebultm and Naphtali were situated, was the first 
that was laid waste by tlie Assyrians, that country 
had afterwards the happiness to be the first that was 
enlightened by the Gospel ; Jesus Chrises most usual 
abode being in Galilee, as we are taught by St. Mat" 
thew, in the fourth chapter of his Gospel, where he 
applies to the inhabitants of Galilee the last words of 
this, and the first words of the following chapter. 

CHAPTER IX. 

This chapter has two parts. I. Isaiah foretells, 
that God would deliver Jerusalem, and the kingdom 
of Judah, and establish an everlasting kingdom in 
the family of David, by a son which should be born 
to him. II. He prophesies, that the kingdom of 
Israel, which at that time made war against that of 

VOL. II. I 
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Juiahi sliould be humbled by the Syrians and i%t- 
listinesy and by the king of Auyria. 

MeflecH&M* 

We read in the beginning (tf this diapter, fhepeo^ 
pkthat walked in darhneu hatje seen a ffreat Iwkt; 
which words were fulfilled, not only in the deliver- 
ance Tpfhich God formerly vouchsafed the Jews when 
he ^defended them against their enemies, hut cdiiefly 
in the £ivour granted to that people, and afterwarcis 
to other nations, in causing the light of his 6oiq>el 
to shine upon them, when they were in the darkness 
of sin, and of death. This happy diange was 
wrought by the coming of Jesus Christ the Son of 
God, whose glory, divinity, and eternal kins^dom, 
are here described in terms so clear and remaikable, 
and which can be applied to no other. II. We are 
next to observe what Isaiah prophesied, that God 
would display divers judgments upon the IsraeHtesy 
by 'means of the SynoTK^and their other neighbours^ 
and thait because they would not turn to him that 
smote them, but even soothed themselves in their 
sins, he would send them new and greater calamities, 
a^ that Ms anger shotM not be turned axoay^ but 
his hoTid still stretched out against them. This teaches 
us, that God afflicts men to bring them to him ; diat 
when they harden themselves, he doubles the strdce 
of 'Ins vod : and therefore, that the only way to turn 
away his wrath, is to profit by his chastisements, to 
be (converted and bumbled. 

CHAPTER X. 

I. This chaptercontains threatenines against tJhose 
who oppress otdiers by violence and injustice ; and 
particularly against tne Assyrians^ whom the pro- 
phet foretells God would make use of to punish the 
Kingdom of Israel; and that they should iMok to 
become- masters even of Jerusalem^ as they had com- 

Siered Caino, and some other cities here mentioned, 
ut the prophet adds, that after they had executed 
the designs of the Almighty, 'he would *punish them 
for their injustice and pride. II. Me comf<»iH8 the 
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iaiiahitaats oijeamaalem against thenar of the king 
of AssyriOf by prcumising them that God would re- 
deem the remnant of his people. 

Mefkctions. 

We may gather in general from this chapter, that 
violent, proud and unjust men, are threatened with 
the eurse of God. But what we are chiefly to ob- 
serve here is, that God thought fit to make use of 
the l^ing of J^syria to punish tjie Israelkes; that 
this :prince was to accomplish the designs of God 
without knowing it ; that he would boast of his suc- 
cess, and even threaten to reduce Jerusalem ! but 
^hat afterwards God would destroy him, because he 
had unjustly attacked the Israelites, and out of a 
principle of pride, and because he had attributed 
his victories to his own wisdom and strength. In 
this chapter, which is very remarkable, we see plainly 
that although God lets the wicked alone, and em- 
ploys them to chastise men, and to execute his de- 
signs, he nevertheless punishes them justly for 
doing it ; since their actions are voluntary and free, 
and the end they propose is only to gratify their own 
dons, and not to fulfil the designs of ^Providence, 
'his should teach us to adore the ways of God's 
providence, and to confess, ithat he presides over all 
things, even over the criminal and unjust actions of 
the wicked ; but that, however, he is by no means 
the author of the sins which men commit : that he 
has a right to punish them, and that he will infallibly 
do it. These considerations, which perfectly vindi^- 
eate the ways of God's providence, teach us not to 
fear the power and malice of men, and to trust always 
jn him. Isaiah says, in this chapter, That a rern^ 
mantoflsfrfael^iciU return ; which describes not only 
.what happened to those who were delivered from the 
•king of Assyria J or from the Babylonish captivity, but 
this relates in eeneral to those Jews who were saved 
hy believing m Jesus Christ, while the rest were 
^ected. This is St. PauTs application of the words 

i2 
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of Isaiah, in the Epistle to the Romans : Though the 
number of the children of Israel he a^ the sand of the 
sea, a remnant shall be saved. 

CHAPTER XL 

I. The prophet in this chapter foretells, that al- 
though the kingdom and family of Damd" were to be 
brought low, and reduced to a very abject condition 
by their enemies; yet God would preserve that 
family, and raise up a great king, and put his spirit 
upon him. II. He represents, in figurative expres- 
sions, the kingdom of the Messiah, under whom the 
whole earth should be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord. III. He promises that God would again 
display in behalf of his people, to recover them from 
the several countries where they should be dispersed) 
the same power which he had displayed when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt^ 

Reflections, 
What is said in this .chapter may be applied to 
that which God did in behalf of the family of kin^ 
David and of the Jews, under the reign of good 
king Hezekiah, when he preserved them from the 
enemies which then attacked them ; and when he 
afterwards brought back the remnant of that people 
&om the several countries where they had been dis- 
persed. But the true sense of the prophecy is that 
the Messiah was to spring from the posterity of 
David: that the spirit of God shoula rest upon 
him, with his most extraordinary gifts ; that his 
kingdom was to be a spiritual and heavenly kingdom ; 
and that the design of this kingdom would be to re- 
concile all men, to make them live in peace, and to 
fill the whole earth with the knowledge of the Lord. 
These are so many signs which prove that Jesns is 
the Messiah who was to come ; these are powerful 
motives to engage us to submit to his kingdom, tQ live 
in peace and unity, and by leading a holy life, to ac- 
knowledge God's mercy to usj in giving us the know- 
ledge of himself, and redeeming us by Jesus Christ^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

In this chapter the prophet adds a son? of thanks- 
giving for the great salvation with whidi God was 
to visit his people. 

Reflections. 

We have in this chapter a pattern of the praises 
and thanksgivings which Christians ought to render 
to God condnuauy, for that great deliverance which 
he has vouchsafed unto them, in redeeming them by 
his son Jesus Christ. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

The contents of the preceding chapters relate to 
the state of the Jews^ when they were attacked by 
their enemies, in the reign of Ahaz^ and foretells 
what would beiall them, as well as the kingdom of 
Israel* The thirteenth and following chapters con- 
tain prophecies against the nations and kingdoms 
who should afflict the people of God. In this chap- 
ter he foretells, that the Bahylonians would be sub- 
dued by the MedeszxiA. Persians. 

Reflections, 

This general reflection is to be made on this and 
the following chapters to the twenty-fourth, and 
upon severed other parts of this Book ; that the 
predictions oi Isaiah did not only relate to the Jews^ 
but that God commanded him likewise to prophesy 
aeainst other nations, even the most powerful em- 
pires, such as was at that time the Babylonish ; and 
to commit his prophecies to writing. God was pleased 
thus to order it, for the instruction and consolation 
of the Jews, and to convince all men, in ages to come, 
that he is the Almighty God, the Lord of kings and 
nations. This is a mark of maiesty and greatness, 
which should be well observed m these prophecies : 
and is the more remarkable, as all the threatenings 
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denounced therein against the several nations were 
at in execution. On this thirteenth chapter it must 
observed) that as tke Babyhnieni were to take 
Jerusakmf bum the temple, and carry iHoie people 
into captivity, God, to ^ve the JgW9 a r^ht sense 
of this great event, ana for their consolation, was 
pleased to declare long before hand, that the empire 
of the BabylonioMB should be destroryed* This^ pre- 
diction is very wonderful: Isaiah exptes^ declares^ 
that BcbgUm should be taken at a. time, and kr n 
manner, which the Babyionians ooaid n^ have fbre^ 
seen ; that it should be utterly destroyed, and never 
recover from its ruins, but become a retreat for wild 
beasts. Isaiah Ibretells this two* hundred years be- 
fore, when the Babylonish empire was in the most 
flourishing condition ; at the end of whick time Ba* 
bylon was taken by the Medes and Persiansj as we 
learn from the filth chapter of DaanUl, and from 
profene history. This prophecy affords us the 
clearest conviction of the divine authority of the 
Sacred Writiaigs : it proves, that God was the direc- 
tor of all these great events. We here remark the 
divine justice against the Babylonians^ who had so 
unjustiy oppressed the Jews ; and lastiy, we see that 
God graciously protects his church. These predic- 
tions, which, when they were pronoimced, had a 
natural tendency to comfort the Jews, should make 
still greater impression upon us, as they have been 
since so exactly fulfilled ; and they furnish us with 
tiie most convmcing proofs of the (fivinity of the 
prophecies contained m this Book, 

CHAPTER XIV. 

I. Isaiah foretells the deliverances and restoration 
of the Jews. 11. He declares that God would de* 
stroy the Babylonians by his power, for their own 
pride and cruelty, though they trusted in ikm own 
strength. III. He threatens likewise tlie PkUiseines 
with total destruction. 
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Re/Hectiims. 

The promises, wludi Isaiah made to the Jewsy 
«liow,di^ if thepr<^hets liada ocinmissiion to thvea<>* 
en them, they were also sent to comfort them, witk 
an assurance that God would be reconciled with them. 
Thus has God sdways given proofs of his goodness, 
at the same time that he has given tokens of his jusi* 
tice. Isaiah* 8 description of the insupportable pride 
of the BaJbyhmansy of their formidable power, and 
the extent of their dominions, should lead us to con- 
sider, that how OTeat soever the power of the kings 
of the earth, ana the enemies of the church may be, 
it can never hold out against God ; and that his jus- 
tice is enga^d to confound the proud and unjust. 
This shomd teach us humility and confidence in 
God ; since pride is not less odious in private per- 
sons than in princes and nations. Again, the destruc- 
tion of the city and empire o{ Babylon very evidently 
proves the truth and divinity of Isaiah*s prophecies. 
The prophet mentions one very remarkable circum- 
stance ; which is, that this great and pompous city 
should become pools of water, and a dwelling for 
wild beasts ; which actually came to pass afterwards, 
as we are informed by history. The destruction of 
the Philistines^ the ancient enemies of God's people, 
presents us with the same reflections ; which came 
to pass in the reign of Hezekiahj a few years after 
Isaiah had prophesied against them. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Isaiethj in this and the following chapter, prophe- 
sies a^nst the Moabites ; foretelis the taking of the 
principal cities, Ar and Kir^ and others here men- 
tioned ; and declares that their country should be 
reduced to the utmost extremity. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

The pr(H>het in this chapter says, the Moabites 
should send lambs^ that is a tribute to the king of 
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Jerttsalem : that the Israelites should dwell in their 
own land ; and that all this should happen to punish 
the pride and insolence of the Moabites ; and lastly, 
he takes notice, that these threatenings should vie 
accomplished in three years. 

Reflections on chapters xv. and xvi. 

The prophecy concerning the destruction of the 
Moabites was fulfilled at the exact time mentioned by 
Isaiahj when Salmaneser, king of Assyria, made 
war upon the Israelites. This prince took possession 
of the kingdom of Moaby and the Moabites became 
afterwards tributaries to the kingdom of Jiidah^ and 
did homage to Hezekiah, after the Assyrians had 
been defeated in that king's reign. All these events 
God was pleased to foretell, to convince the Jews of 
the truth of all that the prophets declared, and to 
teach them, that his providence ruled over all things. 
The same instructions we may receive from several 
other prophecies of the like nature. In the desola- 
tion of the Moabites we should likewise consider the 
just punishment of their pride, and of the injuries 
they had done to the Jews^ and the care which God 
has, in all ages, been graciously pleased to take of 
his people. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

The prophet foretells the ruin of Damascus, the t 

capital of the kingdom of Syria, which is called the 
fortress of Ephraim : that is, the defence of the Is^ 
raelites of the ten tribes, who had put themselves 
under the protection of the king of Syria, He de- 
nounces the destruction of the ten tribes themselves^ 
because they had forsaken the true God to serve 
idols. 

Reflections. 

In the sixteenth chapter of the Second Book of / 
Kings, we read an account of the destruction of the 
kingdom of Damascus, foretold by Isaiah. Tialaili'- 
pileser, king of the Assyrians, took that city, laid it 
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waste, carried die inhabitants into captivity, and put 
their king to death ; and a few years after the king- 
dom of Israel^ having made a league with the As" 
, Syrians against the kmgdom of Jvdah^ was likewise 
subdued and totally extinguished by the same As-- 
Syrians, who had conquered Damascus. By this 
means the Syrians and the Israelites, who had un- 
justly attacked the king of Judah, were punished for 
§ieir injustice, as Isaiah had several times foretold; 
aiid the Israelites, in particular, received tfie punish- 
ment which their idolatry justly merited. Thus die 
divine justice, and the truth ot Isaiah's predictions, 
appeared in tie destrucdon of both these kingdoms. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

This chapter is attended with obscurity, and it is 
difficult to say with certainty what is the precise 
meaning of it, by reason of the figurative expres* 
sions we meet with in it, which may be explained 
more ways than one ; and because history does not 
afford us sufficient light on this subject. However, 
the most probable interpretation seems to be, that 
the king of Ethiopia^ when he was going to march 
against the king of Assyria, who had attacked the 
fhws, would invite the Egyptians to join him ; but 
that God would confound the designs of the Assy^ 
rians, and deliver Jerusalem by his own power alone. 

ReflecHtms* 

In die nineteenth chapter of the Second Book of 
Kings, we find the two events which the prophet 
Isaiah here takes notice of. One is, that Tirliakah, 
Ising of Ethiopia, came with his army against Senna^ 
cJierib, king of Assyria, who at that time was be- 
sieging Jerusalem. The other is, that Sennacherib^s 
army was utterly destroyed by an angel ; and that 
prince, returning to his own country, perished in a 
miserable manner. God therefore himself, and not 
the king oi Ethiopia, was the deliverer of Jerusalem, 
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and took vengeaneo on the Aityrians ; 'wkerein he 
cliq>Ia)red bis infioUe poorer, and hk love for Ud 
people. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

This chapter is a prophecy against the E^iyptuinsj 
which foretells, I. Their confusion and dissension 
among themselves, till a powerful king should ex-» 
ecttte the judgments of God against them. II. He 
foretells, that Eaypt should come to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God. 

Me/leeHons. 

History perfectly clears the predictions contained 
in this chapter. After the death of Sethan, king of 
EgypU the Egyptians had twelve kings, who were at 
war together a long time; after which, all JE^ti7»t was 
under the dominion of one prince only, named Pjam^ 
mitichus. The Egyptians were afterwards attacked 
by the king of Auyrioj and by NAuchadnezzary who 
subdued them ; and in some time Egypt, Jvdahj and 
Assyria, were governed by the same monarch. At 
the end of this chapter, Isaiah says, that the cities in 
ihe land of Egypt should speak tke language of Ca* 
noon ; that there should be an altar to the Lord in 
that land, and that the Egyptians should call upon 
God and do sacrifice to hun. This relates first, to 
what happened when the Jews retired into Egypt^ 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, and afterwards 
built a temple there, called the temple of Omas, which 
engaged many of the Egyptians to worship the true 
God. But this prophecy was not fully completed 
till the times of the Gospel, when the Egyptians and 
other nations were converted, and by that means ac- 
counted the people of God, as well as the Israelites. 

CHAPTER XX. 

God commands Isaiah to walk barefoot and naked, 
that ill, without his robe, having on only his under 
garments; to signify^ that in tkr^^yesastiie Egyptians 
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and the Ethiopians should be led into captivity naked 
and barefoot, by the Assyrians ; and that this should 
convince the Jews, that they had done wrong to ima- 
gine that the king of Egyjd should deliver them from 
the king of Assyria. 

Me/lections. 

This prophecy was verified when the king of As' 
stfria carried his arms as far as Egypt^ took several 
cities in it, and carried a gpreat number of Eyt/ptians 
captives into his own country. This must needs im- 
deceive the Jews, who trusted on the Egyptians^ and 
teach tliem to trust in God only. 

CHAPTER XXL 

This chapter contains two predictions : The first 
is concerning the dc^taruction of the Babylonians^ 
who were to fall into the hands of the Medes and 
Persians. The second relates to the people oiDumah 
and the Arabians of Kedar^ who were likewise to be 
exposed to the utmost miseries. The people of 
Dumah were of the posterity of the Ishmaelites, 

Reflections, 

In this chapter Isaiah foretells the takinff of Baby* 
tan by the Medes and Persians ; He calfi them to 
besiege it and to conquer it ; and expressly mentions 
their taking that city in a night, when the king of 
Babylon should be feasting, and taking his fiU of 
pleasures. Thus it actually came to pass, as history 
informs us, and we read at the end of the fifth chap- 
ter of Daniel. This prophecy, which was pronounced 
so long beforehand, contains in it a most evident 
mark of majesty and divinity. The Edomites and 
Arabians, who are here mentioned, were also invaded 
by the Assyrians. By which God was pleased to 
punish the idolatry of those nations, and avenge the 
injuries they had done to the Jews. 

I 6 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

After the prophet had foretold, in the foregoing^ 
chapters, the destruction of those idolatrous people 
who had oppressed the Jews^ he denounces, in mis 
chapter, the miseries that would befall the Jews them- 
selves, notwithstanding all the precautions taken by 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to secure them from 
their enemies ; and he says, that this would come 
upon them, because they had abandoned themselves 
to dissolute pleasures, at a time when God called 
them to repentance. Isaiah foretells, likewise, that 
Shebnoj one of king Hezekiah*s chief officers, when 
Sennacherib besieged Jerusalem^ should be removed 
from his place, and that jGZuzAim should succeed 
him. What is here said of Shebna, dives room to 
suppose that this prophecy relates to wnat happened 
when the Assyrians came against Jerusalem^ and 
carried captive to Babylon, Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah, as we read 2 Chron, xxxiii. 11. 

Meflections. 

The threatenings which are here denounced against 
Jerusalem by the prophet, after he had threatened the 
other nations, show, that God spares not his own 
people, and those who profess to serve him, when they 
offend him ; and that the natiops and cities, where 
impiety reiras, are at last exposed to his vengeance, 
which nothmg can secure them from. But what is 
chiefly to be observed here is, that one of the gpreatest 
sims of hardness of heart, and that which most pro- 
vokes God to punish men, is their being insensible of 
his judgments, andgiving themselves up to mirth and 
pleasures, and dissoluteness, at a time when he calls, 
them to humiliation and repentance. Isaiah* s predic- 
tion pfShebna's being turned out, and Eliakim*s being 
preferred, proves, that what happens to private per- 
sons is directed by Providence, as well as what befalls 
princes and nations ; and that God exalts and abases 
whom he pleases, as may best answer his wise designs. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

This chapterforetellsthe humbling of the Tyrians 
who were neighbours to the Jews^ and prided them- 
selves in their riches and power. 

Reflections, 

The prediction contained in this chapter was ful- 
filled when Nebuchadnezzar^ after a tedious siege, 
took the city of Tyre. It is remarkable, that flie 
prophet, in this cmpter, says expressly, that Tyre 
should be desolate seventy years; that at the end of 
that time it should be restored; that its trade should 
again flourish, and part of its riches be consecrated 
to God. All these things happened to the city of 
Tyre : After it had fallen under the power of the 
Babylonians^ it recovered from its ruins, became 
very considerable, and enjoyed its liberty in the time 
of Alexander the Great: After this the Jews reaped 
many advantages from the Tyrians^ and at last, the 
Gospel was preached in the land of Tyre. In all 
this, we see evident proofs of the divinity of these 
prophecies, and that Providence governs the world, 
and presides over all events. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

This chapter treats of the extreme desolation of 
Judea^ occasioned by the sins of the Jews. Isaiah 
promises, however, tnat Jerusalem should be restored. 

Reflections. 

In this chapter we find a prediction of the miseries 
that threatened the Jews. Isaiah declares, that their 
land would shortly be entirely desolate, because it had 
been profaned and defiled by the sins of its inhabi- 
tants, and they had broken tne divine covenant By 
this we see what they have reason to expect, who 
imitate the Jews in their rebellion and ingratitude, 
God at len^h puts in execution against them the 
decrees of his justice, and overwhelms them with his 
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jadgments ; but if he does not always pimish the 
transgressors of his covenant and laws witn temporal 

EtmisLments, he will infiJlibly punish tbem in the 
fe to come; mnce the threateninES of the Gosqpel 
are not less express, nor less certam, than those at 
the ancient prophets. On the other hand, the pro- 
mises God here makes, to establish his kingdom, and 
again to manifest his glory at Jerusalem^ after he 
had afflicted it, express God*s mercy to his people. 
These promises concern us, as well as the Jews^ 
since we see their perfect completion in the manifest 
tation of Jesus Christy and the establishment of his 
kingdom. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

This is a song of praise for the blessings which 
God would grant to ms people, in delivering them, 
and humbling their enemies. 

RefkcHons, 

The praises and thanksgivings contained in this 
chapter relate, first, to the deliverance of the Jews^ 
and their return from Babylon; but they chiefly suit 
that great deliverance, wmch the Messiah was one 
day to procure for men, by redeeming them, and 
purchasmg salvation for them. We are chiefly to 
observe, after St Paid and St, John^ that these 
words of the prophet. He will swallow up death in 
victory: and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces; will not be fiiUy accomplisned till 
death, our last enemy, shall be destroyed by the re- 
surrection, and Jesus Christ shall introduce his elect 
into eternal glory. This expectation ought to pro* 
duce in us a great desire to partake of these excel- 
lent promises, and be a powerful motive to us, to 
bless the Lord who has promised them, and to be 
glad and rejoice continually in expectation of that 
salvation, which shall be fully revealed at the second 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

I. Isaiah goes on to praise God for the blessings he 
would bestow on his people, and expresses the con- 
fidence which the rlAteous have in God. IL He 
represents how men aouse the forbearance of God ; he 
adores his justice and power, which would appear in 
restoring peace to the Jews^ after he had reduced 
them to the utmost extremity; and from all these 
Considerations he comforts and encourages the peo- 
ple of God. 

MeflectioTis. 

L We ought to meditate with faith and gratitude 
upon what is said in this chapter, and in so many 
other prophecies, of the deliverance and peace 
which God would send his church, since these pre- 
dictions principally relate to the times of the Gos- 
peL II. We learn from this chapter that the cha- 
racter of true believers is to trust in God alone^ to 
desire nothing but him, and to seek him with all the 
powers of the soul; and that God, on his part, sup- 
ports them and ^ides them in the way that they 
should go, and tsikes care of every diing that relates 
to them. III. Another instruction that the prophet 
gives us is, that men commonly learn to fear God, 
and to do that which is right, when he chastises 
them, and thev see his judgments; but that the 
wicked abuse the forbearance of God, and are har- 
dened in their sins, when he shows them favour; and 
instead of being converted, become yet more wicked. 
Lastly, The assurances which the prophet gives the 
j4?fi7^of the divine protection, should effectually com- 
fort the church, and all its true members, make them 
easy in the worst of times, and fill them continually 
with hope and joy. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

God promises by his power to punish the enemies 
of the Jews^ to be reconciled with his people, and to 
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bring the dispersed in Assyria and Egypt again to 
Jeriualenh there to worship the Lord. 

Reflections. 

We may gather jfrom this chapter, I. That how 
ffreat soever the power of the enemies of God be, he 
IS more powerful than they, and will not fail to set 
bounds to their malice. II. That there is this dif- 
ference between the afflictions with which God visits 
his churchy and the judgments he displays against 
idolaters; that God afflicts his church m pure Kind- 
ness, to cleanse and purify it : whereas he punishes 
the other in his wrath, and for their destruction. 
This goodness of the Lord appears in the promises 
here made to gather together the dispersed Jews^ 
and to bring them a^ain to Jerusalem^ which actually 
came to pass after me captivity of Babylon, This 
teaches us, that God does never entirely withdraw, 
his grace and protection from his people, and from 
those he loves ; and that after he has afflicted and 
humbled them, he restores them to rest and peace, 
and gives them new proofs of his love, and fresh rea- 
son to celebrate his mercy. 

CHAPTER XXVIIL 
This is a prophecy a^inst Ephraim; that is, 
against the kingdom of tne ten tribes and against 
the kingdom of Judah, I. Isaiah foretells, that they 
should be delivered into the hands of their enemies 
because of their pride, their dissoluteness, and their 
idolatries. XL He reproaches the priests and the 
prophets for followii^ the general corruption ; for 
Deing as ignorant and wicked as the people; and for 
their false confidence, in thinkinff themselves secure 
fromthejudgmentsof God. III. He denounces those 
judormentsaffainstthem, promising, nevertheless, that 
God would display his infinite power and wisdom in 
behalf of c7^rz£^a/em; and that as the ploughman, after 
he has prepared the earth, and sowed his seed, sets 
apart the good grain, so the Lord would spare the 
men of Judah, and not destroy them with the imgodly. 
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Reflections, 

The threatenings of IsaiaJi against the Israelites 
teacli US9 I. That the sins of men, and particularly 
pride, drunkenness, and dissoluteness, are the cause 
of those miseries which befall them, and of the chas- 
tisements which God inflicts upon them. II. That 
if these sins are displeasing to God in all persons, 
they are still more odious m the ministers of reli- 
gion ; and that ignorance and corruption, in those 
who ought to teach others, produces depravity in 
the people, and occasions the ruin and destruction 
of the church. III. It is to be observed, that Isaiah 
complains of the false confidence of the Israelites, 
who, at the very time the wrath of God was ready 
to fall upon them, in the profoundest security said, 
We have made a covenant with death ; and when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not 
come unto us. Thus men flatter themselves in their 
sins, and think themselves safe, when God is pre- 
paring to surprise and overwhelm them with his 
judraients. IV. God shows his goodness, by pro- 
mismg to lay in Sion,for a foundation^ a tried stonei 
a precious comer-stone, a sure foundation. This 
prophecy properly relates to Jesus Christ, and is se- 
veral times applied to him in the New Testament, 
where it is said, that Christ is that corner-stone upon 
which the church is built, and which is an occasion 
of stumbling, and a rock of offence to unbelievers, 
and a means of salvation to all those that believe in 
him. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

The prophet, in this and the following chapter, 
speaks of the coming of the Assyrians, who were to 
make war upon Jerusalem, and foretells, I. That 
that city, which he here calls Ariel, should in a short 
time be visited and besieged, but that God would 
disperse and confound those that made war aeainst 
them. II. He says, that all these evils would be 
occasioned by the great hardness of heart, the blind- 
ness and security which reigned, even among the. 
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prophets, and by tlie hypocrisy of the Jews. III. 
To these threatenings Isaiah joins promises of deli- 
verance. 

Reflections^ 

Ik this chapter, we are to observe, I. That Isaiah* s 
threatenings against Jeruseientj and against those 
who dioum attack it, were executed a few years 
after, when Sermackerii came to besiege that city, 
and was forced to retreat with the loss of his army» 
II. That it was the blindness of the prophets, and 
the hypocrisy of the Jews, which obliged Crod to 
use them in this manner. From hence we may con- 
clude, that the ignorance and impiety of the gever- 
aors of the church is always attenaed with great cor- 
ruption : and that God abhors the worship ^^ JP^V 
him, when it is only external and hypocritical This 
is expressed in these words, which our Saviour like- 
wise mentions in the Gospel : This people draw Jiear 
to me with their mouths^ and honour me with their Kps^ 
kut their heart is far from me. III. We also leam 
from thi» chapter, that it is great folly, and extreme 
impiety, to pretend to hide ourselves from the eyes 
of the Lord, and to escape his knowledge and his 
power; and that nothing can screen us from his' 
judgments, nor hinder him from disposing of us as 
the potter disposes of the day. Lastly, God gives 
proof of his love and mercy to his people, in pro- 
mising, after he had threatened them, to take pity 
<m them, and restore them to a glorious condition. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Isaiah denounces the utmost miseries against 
those JewSj who, instead of quietly waiting for the 
assistance of the Almighty against the Assyrians^ 
had recourse to the Egyptia:msj who would not 
hearken to the prophets of the Lord, and would 
even hinder them from speaking. II. He assures 
them, they should be delivered if they trusted in God 
rather than in man ; that God was ready to show 
tihem favmir ; that he would deliver them, and let 
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them see the destruction of the Assyrians^ and that 
afterwards they should enjoy peace and happiness* 
This prosperity the prop&et expresses, by sa^ing^ 
that then the lirht or the sun and moon snouM be 
much grreater Sian usual, and by other figtmrtiYe 
expresBfomu 

The completion of what m here read we find in 
the following' chapters, wherein Isaiah relates what 
happened wnen the Assyrians came to make war 

SMm Jerusalem. In the mean time we must make 
ese three reflections on what we read in this chap- 
ter. I. The threatenings denounced by Isaiah 
gainst the Jews^ who, instead of depending upon 
God alone, imagined they should be defended by 
the king of Egypt^ teach us, that God does not bless 
those, who, in time of danger, have recourse to ill 
means for their deliverance, and who trust in men 
rather than in him. To this piupose the prophet 
says. In rest shall ye be saved, in quietness and confix 
dence shall be your strength, II. Isaiah* s sharp re- 
buke of the Jews, for renising to obey the prophets^ 
and for stopping" their mouths, and not sunering 
them to speak, shows us, that it is a token of the 

S'eatest ODstinacy not to hearken to the voice of 
od, nor suffer his servants to speak the trutL III. 
God expresses his great kindness, when, regardless 
of the sins of the Jews, he tells them, he waited to 
be gracious unto them ; that he would again'' have 
mercy on them^ and protect Jerusalem and its inha- 
bitants against the Assyrians, This kindness and 
inercy of God towards men should engage us chiefly 
to seek his favour, to rely on him alone, and to live 
in such a manner, that we may have him for om- pro- 
tector, and put our whole confidence in him. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 
Ths prophet continues to threaten those who 
ahould seek for help fr<ni the Egyptians aeainst the 
Assyrians^ and to assure the Jews oi the divine pro*- 
ieetion« 
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Reflectians, 

The principal instruction to be drawn from this 
chapter is, that to put our confidence in man, rather 
than in the divine assistance, is to sin against God, 
and to deceive ourselves. As Isaiah said, that the 
Egyptians were men, and not God, we should al- 
ways remember, that men are verv weak, that all 
their power is but vanity, and that tney who depend 
upon them shall be deceived in their expectation ; 
whereas those who hope in God, and fear him, and 
rest wholly upon his power, are entirely safe. This 
the Jews should have acknowledged when Sermache-^ 
riby kin? of Assyria^ came against Jerusalem. His 
approach and progress at first tlu*ew terror ail 
around ; but God confounded the enterprises of that 
prince, and, moved by the prayers of Hezekiah^ who 
trusted in God alone, restored peace to Jerusalem^. 
as we read in the sequel. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

I. Isaiah describes the felicity which the Jetosj 
would enjoy under the reiffn of kmg Hezekiah^ after 
the defeat and retreat of the king ^ Assyria^ and he 
foretells that then good men should be exalted, and 
that unjust and wicked men should be abased. II. 
He applies himself to the women of Jerusalem^ who 
lived in luxury and effeminacy, and warns them to 
bewail the calamities which were to fall upon them ; 
promising, at the same time, that peace and prospe- 
rity shoidd succeed sorrow and trouble, and that the 
judgments of God should fall heavy like hail upon 
the Assyrians. 

Reflections. 

This chapter afibrds us the same reflections as the 
former, upon the great deliverance that God was to 
grant to Jerusalem in HezekiaKs time. Beside^ 
what Isaiah says, concerning the happiness ana 
peace which the Jews should enjoy under the go- 
vernment of that king, after having been in extreme 
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danger, should make us sensible, that it is a great 
blessing to a nation to be subject to just and religi- 
ous princes and ms^strates. But it is a much 
greater happiness to have God for our protector, 
and to be assured of his assistance and fiEtvour in all 
our wants and necessities. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

This is £^ain a prophecy of the ruin of the Assy-- 
rians^ who were to come against Jerusalem, and 
greatly alarm the Jews in the reign of Hezekiah. 
Isaiah promises, that this just and pious king should 
be blessed ; that Jerusalem should be preserved by 
the power of God, and the army of Sennacheriby king 
of Assyria, destroyed. 

Reflections* 

The first instruction this chapter affords us is, 
that all the designs, and all the attempts of the ene- 
mies of God and his church, are vain and ineffec- 
tual : that they cannot resist the power of the Lord, 
and that whatever they undertake against him, does 
only turn to his glory, and their confusion. It must 
further be considered, that the threatenings con- 
tained in this chapter relate in general to all wicked 
men, since God is to them a consuming fire. 5tn- 
ners are afraid ; fearfulness hath surprised the hy^ 
pocrites ; so that they shall say, Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire ? Who among us shall 
dwell with everlasting burnings f These words pre- 
sent us with a lively image of the horror and despair 
which shall seize tne wicked, when God shall come 
to judge them. Take notice likewise, that what 
Isaiah said of good king Hezehiah, agrees to all good 
men ; and, as the prophet expresses it. He that 
walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly ; he that 
despiseth the gain of oppressions, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil, he shall dwell on high, and 
shall lack nothing. In these words we see what are 
the characters of true piety, and the happy condi- 
tion of its votaries, llastly. From this chapter we 
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may cmeluie, that as C»od formerly deUr^red Jmi- 
€idemj when invaded by the Assyrians, he will con- 
stantly be the protector of the church, and of all 
IJfaAt fear him ; se that they may boldly say, 7%e 
Lord is mar judge, the Lord is our lav>fiver, the Lord 
is our kinff, fie will save us, 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

This chapter contains threatenings against the 
Edomites, whose ruin God denounoes. Isaiah pro* 
phesies, that Idumea should be desolate ; that kings 
should no longer reign there ; and that it should be 
reduced to a wilderness. 

Bepections, 

There are two reflections to be made upon this 
chapter. I. That the Edomites, who were neigh- 
bours to the Jews, and who were descended from 
Esau, brother to the patriarch Jacob, were quite 
destroyed by the king of Assyria, some lime a£ter 
this prediction of Isaiah ; toat their country was 
made a wilderness, and that they never did recover 
from that desolation; so that the threateninefs which 
Isaiah and other prophets had pronounced against 
tithem were put in execution. II. We are to take 
notice, that God dealt thus with them, because they^ 
at all times, dealt wickedly with the Jews, who were 
their brethren, and because th^y rejoiced at their 
fall. Thus the destruction of Idumea is an exan^ple 
of God's judgment upon those that are cruel and 
unjust, and who wish ill to others, and rejoice in 
their miseries. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

The propheft describes, in figurative expressions, 
the Jew^ joy in their own deliverance, ana the con- 
fusion of their enemies. ' 

Reflections. 

What is here said relates first to the happy state 
of the Jews, when -God deliver^ them from Uie in- 
vasion of the king of Assyria^ and afiterwards, 'when 
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diey were hrougbt again horn the captivity ctBaby^ 
Ian, whikt the Edamite», whose rain Isaiah had 
foretold in the feregoing chapter, and their other 
enemies, were destroyed This passage of the pro* 
pket is likewise to be applied to the Cbristittn-diurchy 
asid to Ae blessings which God would bestow upon 
it, bv the means ofthe Messiah redeeming and fianc- 
t^ing the faithful, destroying their spiritiml enemies, 
and conferring ai;i them eternal happiness. The last 
words of this chapter express the sentiments of joy 
and gratitude, which so great a deliverance preduoes 
in the hearts of all true believers. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

The history contained in this and the following 
chapters provesthe completion of the predictions set 
down in the foregoing chapters, which foretold, that 
God would deliver Jerusalem from the invasion of 
the Assyrians. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, makes 
war against Hezekiah, king of Judah, and after he 
had t&en several cities from him, he sends RabsSm^ 
keh to Jerusalem, to summon Hezekiah and die 
Jews to surrender, and to blaspheme a^inst God^ 
saying, that as the gods of the nations wnich he had 
conquered had not oeen able to deliver their land, 
so neither would the God whom Hezekiah worship- 
ped be able to deliver him. This same history is 
recorded in the sixteenth and following chapters of 
the Second Book of Kings. 

Reflections* 

We must look upon the war which the king of 
Assyria made against Hezekiah, and the advantages 
which that idolatrous king obtained over him, as a 

Eunishment to HezekiaNs subjects, and a trial sent 
y God to this pious pruace, to engt^e him and rfl 
his people to have recourse to him, and to give them 
ttfterwards extraordinary proctfs of his power in deli- 
vering them from so great a danger. It is next to 
be observed, tliBrtlihe haughty and impious speeches 
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of Sennacheribf and his blasphemies against God, 
which so much astonished Hezekiahj hastened the 
ruin of that idolatrous hine, and induced God to de- 
stroy him. When men fly in the face of the Al- 
mifi^nty, and insult him with impious speeches, lie 
faib not to set bounds to their insolence. This 
ought to inspire us with an utter abhorrence of every 
thing that affronts the Divinity ; and particularly of 
blasphemy, and all other discourses that violate the 
reverence which is due to the great God whom -we 
adore. 

CHAPTER XXXVIL 

1. Hezekiah acquaints Isaiah with the blasphe- 
mies of Senruxeheribj king of Assyria ; and the pro- 
phet assures him of God's assistance. II. Sennacherib 
IS obliged to leave Judea, because the king of Ethio^ 
pia had declared war against him ; and sends letters 
to Hezekiahf full of threatenings and blasphemies 
against God. HI. Hezekiah carries these letters to 
the temple of the Lord, and implores his assistance. 
IV. Isaiah assures him from God, that the king^ of 
Assyria should not enter Jerusalem^ but should re- 
turn to his own country. V. An angel destroys the 
army of Sennacherib ; who, being returned to his 
own country, is murdered by his own children. 

Reflections* 

We are to observe in this chapter, I. That Heze^ 
kiah, extremely alarmed by the threatenings of jSen- 
nacherib, had recourse to the intercession of Isaiah ; 
carried to the temple the insulting letters which that 
idolatrous king had sent him ; and offered up to God 
a prayer, full of sincere piety, firm confidence, and 
|^*eat zeal for the glory of God. Thus those who fear 
God have recourse to him, and the prayers of good 
men, in all their troubles. II. By the assurances ZsafoA 
gave Hezekiah of the divine assistance, we learn, that 
what chiefly provoked the Lord was die extreme inso- 
lence of the king of Assyria^ and his blasphemies ; 
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and tliat God never fails to confound the proud and 
ungodly. ImiaKs message to Hezekiah expresses 
very strongly the pride of Sennacherib^ and at the 
same time ms weaJsness, and the power wherewith 
God would set bounds to his malice, by destroying 
him, and delivering^ Jerusalem. Lastly, it appears 
from this chapter, that IsaiaNs promises and the con- 
fidence of Hezekiah^ were not m vain. Providence 
thought fit that Tirhakah^ king of Ethiopia^ should 
declare war against SennacherUfy to oblige him to re- 
tire from HezekiaJCs dominions; the army of the 
Assyrians was miraculously defeated by an angel, 
and Sennacherib himself, at nis return from this expe- 
dition, was assassinated by his sons in the temple of 
the idol whom he worshipped. In these events every 
one may see, that trust in God and prayers are very 
effectual ; that the power of God is infinite ; that he 
is just, and that sooner or later he punishes wicked 
princes, and in general all those who afironthim by 
their impiety and their pride. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

King Hezekiah being sick, Isaiah comes to ac- 
quaint him that he was to die ; but God being moved 
by the prayers of this prince, promises him fifteen 
years longer life, and confirms the promise by a mi- 
racle. Hezekiahj being recovered, praises God in a 
song. 

Me/lections. 

I. It is to be observed that about the time Hezekiah 
had been attacked by the Assyrians, God visited him 
with a mortal disease. This was a new trial for that 
prince whom God loved, and which was to serve to 
manifest and strengthen his faith and piety. For 
the same reason God afflicts his children after divers 
manners, and after he has delivered them from one 
danger, suffers them sometimes to fall into another. 
II. The prayer which Hezekiah made to God in his 
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siGkness, beseeddnf tbe Lord to remember, that he 
had walked before fiat in integrity, shows, that men 
apply to God with great confiitenee in time of adver- 
sity, and at the approadi of death, when they have 
lived in holiness, and done that which is right in his 
sight. III. In the sudden healing of Hezektah, and 
in the miracle God wrought for his sake, we may ob- 
serve the power of God, his love to that prince, and 
the ei&cacy of the prayers of the righteous. .Lastly, 
Those whom God has delivered from death, or any 
other danger, ought, in imitation of Hezekiah, who 

Eases God in a song of thanksgiving, to celebrate 
loving-kindness, to preserve tne remembrance of 
it, and to employ their life to his glory. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

The king of Babylon having sent ambassadors to 
Hezekiahi uiat prince showed them his treasures : 
which Isaiah reproved him for, and told him, that 
those treasures, and even his children should, be 
carried to Babylon. 

BeflecHons. 

These are the reflections which the Scripture 
makes on what is related in this chapter. When the 
ambassadors of the king of Babylon came to Heze- 
kiah, to inquire after the miracle that had happened, 
when the shadow of the sun-dial oiAkaz went back- 
ward with the sun, God left Hezekiak to himself to 
try him ; but Hezekiah rendered not unto God accord- 
ing to the benefit done unto him, for his heart was 
lifted up ; therefore the wrath of (rod was kindled 
against Jerusalem. Upon whidx Isaiah told him, that 
his children and his treasures should be carried to J3a- 
bylon ; but Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusor 
lem humbling themselves, the wrath of God came not 
upon them in the days of Hezekiak. — We may leam 
from hence, how easily men forget themselves in 
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prosperi^; and that those who have done their duty 
in time of affliction^ often grow remiss when it is over. 
This history shows likewise, that worldly advantages 
are vain and uncertain, and that we should never be 
puffed up with the possession of them. Lastly, it 
appears from hence, that God chastises those he 
loves, when they otow remiss and offend him; but 
tiiat he is reconciled, as soon as they repent and 
humble themselves. 

CHAPTER XL. 

I. Th^ prophet comforts the people of God, and 
assures them, God, whose word and promises are 
always sure, would deliver them. II. He exhorts 
them to rejoice at that great deliverance. III. He 
describes the infinite majesty, power, and wisdom 
of God, and the folly of those that worship idols. 
Lastly, he declares the happiness of those who wor- 
ship me true God, and put their trust in him. 

Reflections. 

The promises which God makes in this chapter, 
to comfort and redeem his people, are not to be ex- 
plained only of the deliverance wrought by the Jews^ 
m freeing tliem from the king of Assyria, and bring- 
ing them again from the Babfylonish captivity; they 
chiefly relate to the times of die Gospel, and in par-* 
ticular to the coming of John tiie Baptist, who was 
sent by God to prepare men to believe m Jesus Christ 
This we learn m the beginning of St. John's Gospel, 
where this prophecy is applied to JtAn the Baptist : 
TTie voice of one crying in the toildemess, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. To the 
same times must be referred what Isaiah says of the 
stability of the word of God, in opposition to men's 
insignificancy, as St Peter teaches, when he, apply- 
ing to tiie Gospel the words of Isaiah, says AUjUsh 
is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as thefiower 
of the field. The grass loitkerelh, the flower fadeth ; 
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but the word of the Lord endurethfor ever. And this 
is that word which by the Gospel is preached unto youj 
1 Peter i. 25. What the prophet says in the latter 
part of this chapter is very remarkable ; he there 
speaks of the majesty of God in exalted terms, and 
the most noble ideas; he represents in a lively man- 
ner the stupidity of idolaters, who worship dum b idols, 
which their own hands have framed; and describes 
the perfect happiness of those who put their trust in 
God alone. Tnese discourses of the prophet teach 
us, that God abhors idolatry, and neitner ought nor 
can be represented by any image ; that we ought to 
adore and fear this great God, before whom all crea- 
tures are as nothing; and that all our happiness 
depends on his favour, and our trust in him. 

CHAPTER XLI. 

I. The prophet addresses himself to the Isles, that 
is, to the aistant nations, and exhorts them to own 
the power of God, and the vanity of idols. II. He 
assures the Israelites of the divine protection ; pro- 
mising to make them triumph over their enemies, 
and to shower his favours upon them. Lastly, He 
shows, that the Lord was the only true God; and that 
the idols were only false divinities, because they 
could not foretell things to come ; and promises that 
Jerusalem should be restored. 

Reflections, 

This chapter teaches us, I. That the Lord is the 
true God, who ought alone to be worshipped and 
adored; that his power is infinite; that he disposes of 
kings, and of all events; and that those who serve 
ido£ are mad. II. We here see the firmness of God's 
covenant with his ancient people, and his love to them ; 
from whence we may conclude, that as the Christian 
Church is not less dear to him, he will never forsake it; 
that whatever condition it be in, it has nothing tofear; 
and that the enemies of the church, far from compass- 
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ing its ruin, shall be themselves destroyed. III. We 
ought to take particular notice of the reason which 
the prophet gives to prove that idols were not gods ; 
saying, that they could not foretell things to come, 
nor do any hurt or good to men. This consideration, 
which so strongly demonstrates the vanity of idols, 
most plainly shows, that the many prophecies we have 
in the Holy Scriptures, could proceed from none but 
God. It proves that there is a God, who knows and 
governs all things, and that the Holy Scriptures are 
true and divinefy inspired. Lastly, this teaches us, 
that the great God, who knoweth and can do all 
things, is the Lord of all men, the judge of the 
world, and he who ought to be feared: since as he is 
almighty, he will exert his power for the good of 
those tliat worship him, ana to punish those that 
rebel against him. 

CHAPTER XLIL 

I. Isaiah goes on to foretell the Jews* deliverance 
and restoration by Cyrus; but he chiefly speaks of 
the coming of the IV^ssiah, to bestow his favours on 
the Jews^ and also on the Gentiles^ II. He exhorts 
men to praise God, and to rejoice in the happiness 
which they were shortly to enjoy. III. He foretells, 
that idolaters shall be confounded, and idolatry de- 
stroyed. IV. He complains of the blindness of the 
Jews; and declares, that because of their sins they 
should be delivered into the hands of their enemies. 

Reflections. 

St. MattheWf quoting the first verses of this chap- 
ter, teaches us, that this prophecy represents the cha- 
racters of the Messiah; which are, his great meekness 
and humility, the glory of his works, and the power 
wherewith he was to establish his kingdom through- 
out all the nations of the earth. These are so many 
proofs that Jesus is the true Messiah promised by 
the prophets, and so many inducements to us, to sub- 
mit ourselves with joy to this Saviour, abounding in 
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power and goodness. II. Isaiah expresses the sen- 
timents of joy and gratitude which men would be af- 
fected with, when the Saviour of the world should 
be manifested : which are described in these words, 
Sinff unto the Lord a new son^, and his praise from 
the end of the earth* Ye that go down to the sea, 
and aU that is (herein ; the isles and the inhabitants 
thereof; let them give glory to the Ijord, and declare 
his praise. These are the thanks we ouffht to ren- 
der incessantly to God, upon account of the good 
things he has done iot us m Christ Jesus ; and par- 
ticukirly, for delivering us from the idolatry which 
formerly reigned in the world. III. The example 
of the Jews, who were exposed to desolation because 
of their blindness and stupidity, is a warning to us, 
that it is sin which exposes men to so many evils, and 
engages God to forsake them, when they shut their 
eyes against the light which enlightens them, when 
tney are deaf to his voice, and refuse to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his law. 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

I. God promises to deliver his people by his infi- 
nite power, and to bring them back n*om their dis- 
persion. II. He declares that he is the only true 
God who created all things, and who made himself 
known to the Jews ; and that he would not fail to ga- 
ther them together again. III. He complains, that 
that people had not served him as they ought, and 
threatens to chastise them ; but promises, however, 
to be reconciled with them, and to forgive them. 

Reflections. 

We see in the first part of this chapter the love of 
God to the Jews. That love appears in the assur- 
ances he gives them of his protection, as being their 
God, their Saviour, and their King; and in the pro- 
mises he makes them, of delivering them from the 
Babylonish captivity. These pronmes are likewise 
applicable to the Christian church, and to all the truly 
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£uthfiil, and are very proper to comfort and fill them 
with hope and joy. The second part of this chap- 
ter affords us powerful motives to fear the Lord our 
God ; since he is the Lord, and the only true God, 
that has been from all times, that has made all things, 
that knows what b to come, and does what he pleases, 
so that nothing can resisthim, and from his hand no- 
thing can deliver us. God's reproaching of the Jews^ 
for having provoked and offended him by their sacri- 
fices, and by the service they paid him, teaches us, 
that all worship which consists purely of ceremonies, 
and of the externals of religion, is abominable to the 
Lord. Lastly, The promises of pardon, at the end 
of this chapter, show, that if God afflicts men for 
their correction, he is likewise always ready to show 
mercy to them, when they humble themselves ; that 
it is he alone who pardons sins ; and that he does it 
only for his own sake, and out of pure mercy. 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

This chapter contains, I. Express promises of the 
deliverance of the Jews^ and of the favours which 
God would bestow upon them. II. A beautiful de- 
scription of the folly of idolaters. HI. An exhorta- 
tion to the Jews to rejoice in the hopes that God 
would bring them out of captivity, and would settle 
them again in their own country by means of Cyrus 
king of Persia. 

Reflections, 

I. The promises which God made to his people, to 
redeem them, to cause th^m to increase and multi- 
ply, and to bless them, began to be accomplished 
when he delivered the Jews from the captivity of 
Babylon; but they were perfectly fulfilled when God, 
according to his promise, sent his Son into the world 
to save mankind. Wherefore it is our duty to medi- 
tate upon these gracious promises with faith and gra- 
titude ; to rejoice in God, and return him thanks for 
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the completion of them. II. This chapter contains 
a description of the vanity of idols, which deserves to 
be read with care and attention. Isaiah represents 
the folly of those that worship images made of wood 
or other materials, and fall down before the work of 
their own hands, and before dead things. By which 
we see into what extravagances men are capable of 
falling, when left to themselves, and deprived of the 
li^ht of the divine word ; and what condition we should 
stdl be in, if we had not been delivered from idolatry, 
to serve tlie true and living God. This shows like* 
wise with what respect and fear we ought to worship 
the Almighty God, who is the governor of the world, 
who knows all things ; and as his power knows no 
bounds, can do good to those that reverence him, 
and punish those that offend him. The last verses 
of this chapter are remarkable : God therein promises, 
not only that the Jews should return from Babylon^ 
and their city and temple be rebuilt ; but he says, 
this should be done by means of a king named Cyrus; 
which accordingly came to pass about two hundred 
years after this prediction. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

In this chapter it is foretold, that there should arise 
a king named Cyrus^ to whom God would give great 
power, and who should set the Jews at liberty, and 
send them back from Babylon into their own country. 
The prophet says, that God would do all this to mani- 
fest his power and love to his people ; and to show, 
that the idols of the heathens were false gods ; and 
that there was no other God besides the God of Israel 

Reflections. 

This chapter contains one of the most express and 
most remarkable prophecies in the Old Testament. 
The purport of it is, that a king named Cyrus should 
become exceeding powerful ; tnat God would go be- 
fore him, and grantnim great victories ; that he would 
give him immense riches, and the monarchy of Asia; 
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and that this prince would grant the Jews leave to 
return to their own country, and cause them to re- 
build Jerusalem^ and the temple. These things were 
foretold two hundred years before they happened : at 
the end of which time Cvrus^ the king of Persia^ de- 
stroyed the monarchy of the Chaldeans^ and published 
an edict in behalf of the Jewsj causing them to re-, 
turn to their own country. These predictions, which 
were so exactly fulfilled, invincibly prove the divine 
original of the Holy Scriptures, and the truth of 
religion. They prove, that there is a God who 
knows things to come, and who presides over all 
events, and every thin^ that happens in the world. 
They prove, in particmar, that he disposes of things 
which depend upon the will of man, without depriv- 
ing him of his hberty ; so that men, without know- 
ing it, bring about the designs of Providence. By 
this the true God is distinguished from idols, as is 
observed several times in this and the former chap- 
ters. From the whole we must conclude, that God 
alone is to be feared and adored ; that he disposes 
all things with wisdom ; and that the end he pro- 
poses to himself in all his works, is to make himself 
known to men, and to engage them to serve and 
fear him. This appeared still plainer in the accom- 
plishment of the promises made of sending Jesus 
Christ, and establishing his kingdom. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

Isaiah foretells, that the Babylonians should be 
destroyed ; and that it should then appear, that Bel 
and Nebo, which were their idols, were nothing 
but false gods ; and that the Lord was the protector 
of the Jews, and the only true God. The prophet 
adds, that God would brin&r from the east a man, 
who should execute the designs of his Providence ; 
by which he denotes Cyrus, who would come from 
Persia, to subdue the Babylonians, and set the Jews 
at liberty. 
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JReJlections. 

What is hete said of the destrnetion of Babylon, 
was fulfilled when that city was taken, and the em- 
pire of the Babylonians passed to the Medes and 
Persians. Ood himself declares, that this great 
event would be an illustrious proof to the Jews^ and 
to all nations, that the gods of the heathens were 
but dead idols ; that he alone was the Almighty ; 
that futurity was perfectly known to him ; and that 
nothing could hinder the execution of his designs. 
We discover, likewise, in the destruction of Babylmij 
God's love to his people, and the truth of his pro- 
mises. God here assures the Jeu>6f that as he had 
t^ken care of them from the beginning, he would 
always be the same to them ; from whence we may 
conclude, that God will never cease to love and pro- 
tect his church, alid that it is not possible he should 
forget his own people. This chapter contains like- 
wise a remarkable description of the madness of 
idolaters, who after they had made images of gold 
or silver, fell down before them, and implored the 
assistance of the gods, who could neither stir from 
their place, nor hear them, nor deliver them. From 
whence we learn, that idolatry is the greatest insult 
that can be offered to the Deity, and at the same 
time the greatest error that men can possibly fall into. 

CHAPTER XLVIL 

Isaiah continues to prophecy against Babylon, . 
He foretells, that God would humble the pride of the 
Babylonians; and that after he had delivered his 
people into their hands to be chastised by them, he 
would Strip them of their power and glory which 
they were so prOud of; and would punish them for 
the barbarities they had exercised against his people, 
for their pride, their idolatry, and other crimes. 

B^ctions, 
We are to consider on this chapter, I. That God 
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disposes of all things, and particularly of the most 
powerful kings and states, with an irresistible power, 
and at the same time with perfect justice. This ap- 
peared formerly in the abasement and destruction of 
Babylony which came to pass according to the pre- 
dictions of Isaiah* 11. It appears, that these things 
engaged God to punish the Babyhmiansy their prioe, 
their inhuman treatment to the Jews^ and their idol- 
atry. Therefore we cannot doubt that these sins 
expose men, in a particular manner, to the wrath 
of God. This proves too, that God is the jud^e of 
the world; that he alone is to be feared; and that 
he is engaged by his goodness and justice to do good 
to those tlutt serve him, and study to please him. 

CHAPTER XLVIII. 

I. Isaiah tells the Jewsy that God had forewarned 
them of what was coming upon them, that they might 
renounce idolatry, confess that he was the only God, 
and be converted and lurn unto him. II. He tells 
them, that God for his own sake, and for the glory 
of his name, would not entirely destroy them ; but 
would execute his judgments and ihreatenin^s on the 
Babylaniansy their enemies. III. That if they had 
hearkened to the voice of God, they would not have 
been delivered up to the Babylonians ; that never- 
theless God would redeem them, and bring them 
again from Babylon; but that there should be no 
peace for their enemies, nor for the wicked in general. 

ReJlectioTis, 

This chapter shows, I. That God manifests him- 
self to men, and makes known his will to them, and 
his purposes, as far as it is necessary, to teach them 
to fear nim, and to render them happy. II. It is to 
be well observed, that God says here, he had de- 
clared things to come, long before they happened, 
to convince the Jews that he was the only true God, 
and to turn them from the worship of idols. Tlus 
consideration, which God proposes in so many places 

k6 
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of this Book, and in the other prophets, deserves 
our most serious reflections. God could not more 
expressly declare, that one of the clearest ways in 
which he has revealed himself to mankind, are the 
predictions of the prophets : which, with the strong- 
est evidence, proves that there is a God and a Pro- 
vidence, whicn governs all things: Therefore we 
ought to give particular heed to this proof, that we 
may, by this means, be confirmed in the belief of 
the truth of religion, and the practice of our duty. 
III. The third instruction is, that if men, on their 
part, would act suitably to what God does for them, 
they would enjoy perrect happiness, and would not 
compel him, as it were, to punish them. God shows 
his favourable dispositions to men in these expres- 
sions ; / am the Lord thy Gody which teacheth thee 
to profit^ which leadeth thee by the way thou shotddst 
go, O that thou hadst hearkened to my command-^ 
mentSy then had thy peaee been as a river, and thy 
riffhteottsness as the waves of the sea. Lastly, it 
appears from this chapter, tnat, if God is engi^ed 
to punish men, he withdraws his scourge from them 
as soon as he observes them humbled. Thus he 
acted towards the Jews^ when he sent them into cap- 
tivity, and afterwards brought them again in peace. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

I. Isaiah proclaims the glorious restoration of the 
Jews, and at the same time the coming of the Mes- 
siah, who should brin^ salvation and deliverance to 
all nations ; and promises the Jews, that God would 
set them at liberty, by freeing them from the Baby- 
lonish captivity. II. He invites all creatures to 
rejoice at the prospect of so great salvation ; he com- 
forts the Jews who might nave thought themselves 
forsaken of God ; he assures them, that the Lord 
would protect and restore them, multiply them ex- 
ceedinglv, procure them the favour of strange princes, 
and would make their glory visible to all people, by 
subduing their oppressors. 
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Ructions. 

What is said in this chapter was in part fulfilled, 
when, about two hundred years after these predic- 
tions, the Jews were recalled from the Babylonish 
captivity, God then displayed in a glorious manner, 
his power in the sight of all nations : he gave his 
people strange princes' for their protectors, such as. 
Cyrus, Darius, and several others; he gathered 
them together in their own country, and caused them 
there to increase and multiply, and blessed them 
exceedingly. But these promises more especially 
relate to the Christian church. Here we see clearly 
the calling of the Gentiles, and the marvellous 
increase of the church of Christ. This St. Paul 
teaches us, when, to convince tlie Jews that the 
Gospel was to be preached to the heathens, he cites 
the prophecy taken from this chapter : / have set 
thee to he a light to the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be 
for salvation unto the ends of the earth. Acts xiii. 47. 
and when the same apostle applies likewise to the 
times of the Gospel these other words of Isaiah, In 
an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of 
salvation have I helped thee; behold now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold now is the day of salvation, 2 Cor. 
vL 2. In that happy time the church saw her sons 
multiply ; and the kings and great men of the world 
submitted to the Almighty God, and came into the 
number of his worshippers. All who have the 
happiness to be members of the church should be 
sensible of the value of these privileges, and possess, 
them with gratitude and thankfulness. Christian, 
princes, in particular, ought to learn from hence, 
that their greatest glory consists in knowing God, in 
belonging to his church, in being the defenders and 
nursing fathers of it, and in usmg their power to 
make it flourish more and more. Lastly, we have 
here the strongest assurances of God's care and love 
for his people ; God declares that though a woman 
may forget her sucking child, he will neveir forget 
his church, which he has graven upon .the palms 
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of his hands. These are promises full of comfort to 
the church in general, ana to all its true members. 

CHAPTER L. 

I. Isaiah made use of the comparison of a woman 
who had been divorced from her husband, to show 
the Jew$^ that if they had been rejected, it was be- 
cause they had forsaken God ; that, however, God 
was able to deliver them, since he was governor of 
the world, and nothing could resist his power. II. 
He mentions the troubles which he had been exposed 
to in the discharge of his ministry, and expresses 
his firm confidence in God. 

JRefleetions. 

What Isaiah says to the Jews in this chapter, 
should lead us to observe, I. That God never for- 
sakes men, till they have first forsaken him, and that 
their sins interrupt the flow of his mercies towards 
them. 11. That if the Jews were Justly rejected for 
not hearkening to the voice of God and his prophets, 
our condemnation will be much more severe, if we 
hearken not to the voice of Jesus Christ III. The 
ministers of the Lord may learn from what happened 
to Isaiah^ that they may expect to meet with much 
opposition in the discharge of their office ; but that, 
however, they are not to leave their calling ; for God 
will support them, and all who labour and suffer for 
his sake. Lastly, We see, in the second part of 
this chapter, a representation of the contraaictions 
Jesus Christ was exposed to, of the insults he re- 
ceived from his crucifiers, and the glorious and 
happy issue of all his labours, when God raised 
him from the dead, and established his kingdom, in 
spite of all opposition from the world. 

CHAPTER LL 

I. The prophet promises the Jews, that as God 
had blessed Abraham and Sarah, by giving them a 
numerous posterity, he would aJso comfort and in- 
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crease them after their captivity ; would give them 
reason to rejoice, and for their deliverance would 
exert the same power which he had formerly shown 
against Mahab^ that is, against Egypt^ when he deH-*- 
vered their fathers, and made a way for them in the 
Red Sea. II. He exhorts them to trust in God, 
who would not fail to comfort Jerusalem, raising it 
from its ruins, after it had been destroyed by the 
ChaldeaTiSy and then to destroy the Chaldeans tnem- 
selves, for all the mischiefs they had brought upon 
the Jews. 

Reflections. 

It must be observed, I. That according to the 
promises contained in this chapter, God did restore 
the Jews, after he had afflicted them, and displayed 
his Almighty power in their behalf, when he redeem- 
ed them from the captivity of Babylon. II. What 
is here said, tends very much to the consolation of 
the church in general. God's tender affection to 
the Jewish nation suffers us not to doubt but he 
loves also the church of his own Son ; and that if he 
afflicts it, he is nevertheless always its protector. 
III. The prophet teaches us not to fear men, though 
they appear ever so formidable, since they are but 
mortals, and the Lord is infinitely more powerful 
than they. IV. What is here said of the joy with 
which the Jews should be filled, when tne Lo^d 
brought them out of Babylon, is to be looked upon 
as a type of that great joy which Jesus Christ would 
produce in the world, fiut it must likewise be ob- 
served, that this joy only belongs to the righteous, 
and that the consolations we read of in this chapter, 
are only intended for the true people of God, for 
those that seek the Lord, and near his voice, and 
have his law engraven in their hearts ; but these 
promises do by no means relate to the ungodly, whom 
God has threatened to give to drink of the cup of 
his fury, and to overtake them with his judgments. 

CHAPTER LII. 
The prophet continues to promise, that God would 
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restore Jerusalem. He assures them that God would, 
work wonders for their deliverance in the sight of 
all the earthy and bring them from Babylon widi 
great joy. 

Reflecticms. 

This prophecy has two views : The first was, the 
deliverance of the captive Jews from Babylon; and 
in this respect these predictions were fulfilled when 
Cyrus put an end to their captivity, and they left the 
i(K)latrous nations to return to Jerusalem^ there to 
worship God as before. The second and chief de- 
sign of this prophecy was to foretell the redemption 
ot mankind by Jesus Christy and that the happy 
news of this redemption, and of the coming of uie 
kingdom of God, should be published throughout 
the world by the apostles. This St Paul teaches 
us, when he applies to the preaching of the Gospel 
these words of Isaiah : How beautifmupan the mounr 
tains are the feet of him thai hringeth good tidings^ 
that pvblisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that pvblisheth salvation, that saith unto Sion, 
Thy God reigneth! It is evident, from this chap- 
ter, I. That it is the duty of those, to whom the 
Gospel is preached, to bless God, for having accom- 
plished these noble promises ; and to receive with 
joy and thankfulness the glad tidings of salvation 
which have been declared to them by the apostles 
and ministers of Jesus Christ. II. That it is the 
duty of all such to separate themselves from the 
world, and from all its pollutions, and to sanctify 
themselves, that they may serve God with a pure 
heart, living in innocence, and in a manner answer- 
able to those inestimable blessings which God has 
conferred on them by his Son Jesus Christ 

CHAPTER LIII. 

This prophecy describes the humiliation and 
death of the Messiah ; as also the glory to which 
God would exalt him after his resurrection. 
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Reflectionsm 

Nothing can more clearly or more expressly re- 
present the state of humiliation through which the 
Messiah was to pass, nor his state of exaltation and 
glory, than this admirable prophecy. The spirit of 
God here foretells, that the Messiah should appear in 
a mean condition ; that, for this reason, he should be 
despised and rejected by the Jews; that he should 
take our sins upon him ; that he should, by his death, 
atone for them ; that he should be numbered with 
the transgressors ; and that he should be honourably 
interred after his death. We see likewise described 
in this prophecy the perfect innocence of our Lord, 
and his patience under all the injuries and afironts 
he received. Lastly, the prophet foretells, that after 
the Messiah was made an offering for sin, he should 
see his seed, he should prolong his days. The mean- 
ing of which is, that his death shouldf be foUowed by 
his resurrection and exaltation to glory ; that he 
should gather together his church; that he would 
justify tliose that should believe in him, and would 
establish his kingdom in the world. This prophecy, 
which presents us with a view of the principal cir- 
cumstances of the passion of Jesus Christy should 
fully convince us that he is the great Redeemer 
spoken of by the prophets; that his doctrine is true 
and divine ; that his sufferings and death are the 
wonderful means by which God has been pleased to 
save men ; and that bein^ now exalted in fflory, he 
is able to save all those who come unto Goa by him, 
and obey him. 

CHAPTER LIV. 

I. Isaiah^ under the similitude of a barren woman, 
to whom God would give children, and of a wife for- 
saken by her husband, and afterwards restored to fa- 
vour, represents God's love to the Jews^ which would 
engage him to increase and bless them after their re- 
turn from the captivity. IL He assures them, that 
God would no more be in wrath with his people : 
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and, as lie promised Noah, after the flood, never 
more to drown the earth, so he would never more 
deliver them into the hands of their enemies ; that 
he would restore Jerusalem to a glorious state, and 
would disappoint and bring to nought all the con- 
trivances and attempts formed against it. 

Reflections. 
We see, in thn chapter, how the prophet comfort- 
ed the Jews^ by promising them that God, after he had 
chastised them, and reduced them to a small number, 
would bring them a^n from Babylon^ would greatly 
increase them, and place them in a glorious state, 

Jiving them proofs of his love, and defeating all the 
esigns and contrivances formed against them by 
their enemies. These promises do not terminate in 
the re-establishment of the Jews ; their principal aim 
is to represent what God intended to do for his 
church, and what was to happen in the days of the 
Messiah, when the church should be spread abroad 
throughout all the world, and be enlarged by the 
conversion of the Gentiles ; when God would make 
an everlasting covenant with it; and, though it was 
afflicted and persecuted, God would defend it against 
all the enterprises of its enemies ; so that, as our 
Lord says, the gates of hell should not prevail against 
it. The truth of these predictions has appeared in 
the wonderful establishment of the Christian Church, 
and in its preservation in the midst of so many dan- 

Sers and persecutions to which it has been exposed; 
ut the church's glory will appear in more splendour 
when it shall be spread over all the earth, and the 
kingdom of God be fully manifested. These reflec- 
tions should make us sensible of our own happiness, 
in being members of the church ; and should engage 
us continually to pray to God for the entire accom- 
plishment of these glorious promises. 

CHAPTER LV. 
I. The prophet after he had foretold the happy re- 
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storatton of the people of God, invites men to re* 
ceiye the mercies he offered them, and to be con- 
verted. 11. He speaks of the efficacy of the word 
of God, and of the firmness of his promises made to 
the Jews, 

Rejketians. 

This chapter teaches us, I. That Grod is so kind as 
to invite men to partake of his favours, and even so- 
licits them strongly to receive them. Here let us con- 
sider that these invitations are particularly directed 
to us in the Gospel, where God offers us the most 
valuable blessings in his Son. II. We here see, that 
when God calls us, it is our duty to receive with 
readiness and thankfulness the offers he is graciously 
pleased to make us ; and that instead of labouring 
after that which satisfieth not, we should apply aU 
our care to the attainment of true riches. III. The 
way to obtain these is, to hearken to the voice of 
Jesus Christy whom God has given for our ruler and 
guide ; to seek the Lord whilst he is to be found, to 
call upon him whilst he is near us, to turn away 
from iniquity, and be converted to God. Lastly, 
The prophet assures us, that by this means we shall 
obtain firom God the pardon of our sins, and the 
effects of his mercy ; and shall experience the truth 
of the promises which he has made us in his word. 

CHAPTER LVI, 

I. The prophet exhorts the Jews to the practice 
of virtue, and particularly to the keeping of the 
sabbath. II. He foretells, that strangers, and those 
who were not admitted to all the privileges of the 
Israelites^ by the law of Moses^ should be admitted 
into the house of God, and offer him their sacrifices 
and their prayers ; the meaning of which was, that 
God would receive all pecmle and nations indiffe- 
rently into his covenant. HI. He threatens the Jews 
with destruction, and laments the extreme corruption 
of their rulers. 

Re^etians. 

This chapter affords us these three instructions : 
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I. That what Godrequires of us, above all things, is to 
do that which is right, to keep his law, and not to pror 
fane his covenant and service. Isaiah teaches iis, that 
this is what God chiefly regards, and that all those 
who discharge these duties are accounted his people, 
whatever their condition be in other respects. This 
point St Peter has perfectly cleared up, when he 
says, I perceive that God is no respecter of persons; 
but in every nation he ihatfeareih God and loorketh 
righteousness^ is accepted with him* II. The next 
reflection relates to tne happiness enjoyed by many 
nations, who have now the privilege tq be admitted 
into covenant with God, which formerly they were 
excluded from, and the lively sense of gratitude which 
we ought to entertain for so great a favour conferred 
on us. Lastly, Let us consider the complaints which 
Isaiah makes against the rulers of the Jews^ whom he 
calls blind and sleepy watchmen^ and dumb greedy 
dogs : to signify then: unfaithfulness in conducting the 

Eeople, their neglect of duty, and thinking of noudng 
ut their own interest, and die gratifying their inch- 
nations. This should serve for a warning to those 
whom God has set over his church, as well as to ma- 
gistrates. When such persons want understanding, 
or zeal, when they are effeminate, careless, or ad- 
dicted to their interests, or pleasures, they not only 
expose themselves to the wrath of God, but also 
bring ruin and desolation upon the church. 

CHAPTER LVIL 

I. Isaiah reproaches the Jewswi^ their stupidity 
and hardness of heart, which appeared in their not 
observing that the death of good men wasapresae^e 
of their (lestruction. II. Re reproves them ror 
continuing to commit their idolatries under trees, and 
in the high places, notwithstanding the warnings 
they had received, and threatenings which God had> 
denounced against them; and for seeking help from 
man, instead of trusting in God only. III. He pro- 
mises, however, that the Jews skovld return m>m 
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the captivity ; he comforts the humble persons that 
were among the Jews^ preaching peace to such ; but 
he declares, that there is no peace for the wicked. 

Reflections, 

We may make these four reflections upon this 
chapter : 1. That God often takes good men out of 
this world, that they may not be mvolved in tjie 
miseries that are to fall upon the wicked; that when 
the righteous die, they go into a state of peace and 
rest; and that their death is sometimes followed 
with many calamities. This they had an instance of 
in good king Josiah, whom God took to himself be- 
fore the destruction of the Jews. II. That if God 
complained so often of the obstinacy of the Jews^ 
who continued to provoke him by giving themselves 
up to idolatry ; he will be much more offended with 
us, if we do not serve him faithfully, but forsake him, 
though we have so many reasons to engage us to 
fear nim, and continue faithful to him. III. We 
learn, that God dwells in humble and contrite hearts; 
and therefore if any one desires to have communion 
with God, he must renounce himself, and be lowly 
in his own sight. The last reflection relates to the 
sad condition of the wicked; God declares that 
there is no peace for them, and that they are in con- 
tinual trouble and uneasiness. This is the usual 
state of a guilty conscience, which the wicked ex- 
perience sobner or later ; this ought likewise to in- 
spire us with a great aversion to wickedness and im- 
piety. 

CHAPTER LVIII. 

God commands Isaiah to reprove the Jews se- 
verely for their sins, and especially for the hypocrisy 
of their fastings ; he shows what sort of fasts are 
acceptable to God ; and says, the Lord hears, de- 
livers, and blesses those that call upon him with sin- 
cerity and humility, and truly turn to him. 
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This chapter teaches us, what fasts God accepts, 
and what he rejects. God here declares very ex- 
pressly, that he is o£fended with the services, and 
with toe fastings of the wicked; that he has no re- 
gard to the humiliation of sinners, when it is only ex- 
ternal and hypocritical, or lasts but a short time ; but 
that the true way of fasting and praying is to humble 
ourselves before God, to af9ict our souls, to reform 
our lives, to do justice, to repair the evil we have 
committed, to exercise charity, and to serve God 
with fidelity, love, and reverence. The prophet as- 
sures us, that God never fails to hear and deliver 
such as pray and fast after this manner, and to 
shower his blessings upon them. Lastly, He teaches 
us that the way to make God propitious, and to en- 
joy peace and quiet at all times, is to renounce our 
own wills, to resign them absolutely to the will of 
God, to seek all our joy in him alone, to reverence 
religion, and to place our greatest happiness in serv- 
ing God, and honouring his holy name. Let us 
seriously reflect upon these things at all times, but 
especially when we present ourselves before God, to 
perform any of the duties of piety and religion. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

L The prophet tells the Jews that if God did 
not avert the calamities that were to fall upon them, 
it was not for want of power, but because of their 
sins and corruption, the greatness of which he here 
describes. II. He represents the miseries and ca- 
lamities with which God would shortly punish them. 
III. To these threatenings he adds such promises as 
give them reason to hope that God would have com- 
passion on them, and send a deliverer to them, that 
should be converted. 

H^iectiims. 

To make a good use of this chapter the following 
things are to be observed : I. That if God punishes 

8 
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men, and leaves tliem exposed to sufferings, it is not 
fcHT want of power or goodness to do good to them, 
and to deliver them, but their sins make the separa- 
tion between God and them. II. That by a sincere 
return to God, men may render him propitious, and 
infsdlibly recover his favoxur. III. Great notice is to 
be taken of the description here given of the cor- 
ruption of the Jews^ of the disorder of their actions 
and words, of the injustice and violence committed 
among them ; and particularly of the prophet's com- 
plaint, that good men are very few in number ; that 
nobody durst imdertake to defend a righteous cause, 
nor oppose the wicked ; and that if any one desired 
to keep himself from evil, he was immediately per- 
secuted by the wicked. When a nation is amved 
to such a pitch of corruption, we may imagine the 
evil is at its height, and that punishment will quickly 
follow ; this appears from the threatenings contained 
in this chapter, and from that which happened to 
like Jews, As to the promises which the Lord here 
makes of sending a Redeemer, and of pouring his 
Spirit upon his people, it must be considered, that 
they principally relate to Jesus Christy who was to 
be sent by God for the salvation of the Jews^ and of 
all men ; but they were made only on behalf of such 
as should be converted from their sins ; and by no 
means for the hardened and impenitent. 

CHAPTER LX. 

Isaiah describes l^e glorious and happy state of 
the church after his restoration. He propnesies, that 
kings and strange nations, who had afflicted the Jews 
should honour and protect them ; that they shcnild 
come together from all parts to worship the true God, 
and to be joined to his people, and to enter into 
covenant with him ; and that tne church, thus blessed 
by God, should then enjoy perfect happiness. 

Ructions. 

THisprophecy should be considered in three views. 
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' 1. As' it relates to the happy restoration of the Jews^ 
after the captivity of Babylon. That nation was then 
seen assembling together from all parts to re-build 
Jerusalem^ and to increase and multiply in it ; then 
it was that strange kings, as Cyms^ Darius, and Ar- 
taxerxes, protected the Jews, honoured their religion, 
contributed towards restoring the divine service, and 
even some of them came to pay their homage to the 
God of Israel. II. These prophecies are yet more 
applicable to the Christian church, which has been 
gathered out of all people^ and in whichsomany kings 
and nations of the earth have placed all their glory, 
by embracing the service of the true God. These 
remarkable events, which we are witnesses of, prove 
to all the world, that God formerly spake by the pro- 
phet Isaiah, and that we have great reason to ac- 
knowledge and admire the power of God, and the 
faithfulness of his promises. Lastly, This prophecy, 
being taken in its most perfect sense, represents the 
nlost glorious state of the church, when the kingdom 
of God shall be fully manifested, and shall be re- 
ceived into his glory. This St John teaches us, 
when he applies to the heavenly Jerusalem the words 
we have now read : And the city had no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon to shine in it : for the glory 
of God did lighten it. Rev. xxi. 23. And chap, 
xxii. 5. And the nations of them which are saved, 
shall walk in the light of it ; for the Lord giveth them 
light, and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

CHAPTER LXL 

In this chapter, Isaiah, under the type of the de- 
liverance and restoration of the Jews, speaks of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, wherewith the Messiah was 
to be invested; of the design of his coming, and of 
his ministry ; which was to be the redemption and 
santification of his church ; and of the joy which 
the church would then receive. 

Me/lections. 
It appears from this chapter, that God was to send 
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a great prophet, who was to be filled with the Spirit 
of God, to bring glad tidings of salvation to men, and 
deliver them from the slavery of sin ; and that by him 
God would make an everlasting covenant with them. 
This prophecy relates to Jesus Christy who is that 
great prophet who was anointed with the Spirit of 
the Lord, to preach the Gospel to men, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives,, and to publish the acceptable 
year of the Lord, This appears from the fourth chap* 
ter of St. Luke, where we are told, that when the Lord 
read in the synagogue of Nazareth this place of the 
prophet Isaiah, he said, that this prophecy was ful- 
filled in him. But this same prophecy teaches us, 
that these valuable blessings are only reserved for the 
meek and humble; for those that are broken-hearted, 
and earnestly desire the grace of God. This must 
be the estate of those, who expect to share in the 
blessings which Jesus Christ has purchased for us, 
and in that joy which the church shall experience 
when its Redeemer cometh. 

CHAPTER LXIL 

The prophet continues to foretell that God would 
redeem his church, which, though it seemed forsaken 
of God, should again be in a glorious state, and no 
more delivered into the hands of its enemies. He pro- 
phesies of the coming of the Redeemer, and exhorts 
men to prepare for ms reception. 

Me/lections* 

In this chapter we learn, I. That God's love to 
his church will not suffer him to forsake it; that he 
loveth it as the bridegroom loves his bride, and that 
it wiU ever be the object of his care and protection. 
11. That it is the duty of all those who are concern- 
ed for the glory of God, to pray continually for the 
prosperity of the church. IIL God here promises 
to send his people a Saviour to redeem them, and 
place them m a glorious state on earth. The truth 
of these promises appeared first in the return of the 

VOL. II. L 
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Jew8 from the captivity of Babylon^ when Jerusalem 
was rebuilt, and afterwards in the coming of Jesus 
Christ the Saviour of the worlds and in the esta- 
blishment of his church. Lastly, At the hearing of 
Uiese comfortable promises we are bound to bless 
God, who has fulfilled them in our behalf, and to 
endeavour to make suitable returns for the happiness 
we enjoy, of being members of his church, which is 
his spouse, of being his people, whom he hath re- 
deemed, and for whom he hath prepared a place of 
glory and happiness in his kingaom. 

CHAPTER LXIII. 

I. The prophet describes, in figurative terms, the 
judgments God would exercise upon the enemies of 
the Jews^ and, in particular, upon the Edomites^ and 
upon Bozrah, one of their cides. II. He represents 
wbat God had done for bis people, when he oelivered 
them out of Egwt by Mosesj and at other times ; and 
be complains of their rebellion and ingratitude. HI. 
He adds a prayer, imploring God'smercy on the Jin&j. 

ReflectioTis, 

I. The destruction of the Edomites^ which hap- 
pened some time after Isaiah had foretold their ruin, 
is a proof of the truth and divinity of this prediction, 
as well as of the justice of God on those idolatrous 
nations, who bad done great injuries to the kingdom 
of Judah, II. We must consider, that if the prophet 
gave thanks to God on this occasion, for the care he 
nad always taken of his people Israel^ we have still 
more reason to bless him for the victory which Jesus 
Christ has gained over our spiritual enemies, by the 
shedding his blood for us, and by his glorious resur- 
rection. In this view, we may say with Isaiah : I 
will mention the loving^kindnesses of the Lord^ and 
the praises of the Lord^ acccording to all thai the 
Lord has bestowed on tw, and the great goodness to- 
wards the house of Israel, which he had bestowed on 
them according to his mercies^ and according to the 
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multitude of his loving^kindnesses. III. When we 
hear how Isaiah reproached the Jews for their inOTa- 
titude towards God, and for rebelling against him, 
after so many wonders he had done for them and for 
their fathers ; we should call to mind what God hath 
done for us, and should give better proof of our gra- 
titude than the Jews did. IV. There are two things 
to be remarked in the prayer at the end of this chap- 
ter. One is, that as Isaiah beseeched God to have 
compassion on Jerusalem for the glory of his name, 
notwithstanding the unworthinessof the Jews; so the 
mercy of God, and the stability of his covenant and 
promises, should be the foundation of all our confi- 
dence. The other remark is, that these words, O 
Lord^ why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, 
and hardened our heart from thy fear ? do not imply, 
that God was the cause and author of the wickedness 
of the Jews ; they mean only that God, seeing their 
obstinacy and wilful hardness of heart, had suffered 
them to ffo astray, and in just judgment upon them 
had left tnem to themselves. 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

A PRAYER, wherein the prophet beseeches God 
to manifest his glory and majesty in the sight of 
all men ; and, for the deliverance of his people, to 
work miracles in their behalf, like those he had 
formerly wrought for them. He then intreats him 
not to remember their sins, and to pity the deplo- 
rable state Jerusalem and the temple were going to 
be reduced to by the Babylonians. 

Reflections. 

1. The description in this chapter of God's sove- 
reign power, and the proofs he formerly gave of it, 
should induce us to reverence and fear that Almighty 
Being, whose power none can resist, who has, mall 
affes, done so great things for the deliverance of 
those that trust in him, and has always made the 
wicked feel the effects of his justice, ll. As Isaiah 
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formerly prayed for the deliverance of the Jews^ all 
those who love God and his church, should^ without 
ceasinff, offer up devout prayers in its behalf, and 
beseech him, aoove all, to display his power and 
strength in its sanctification, to extend it fliroughout 
all the earth, and to manifest himself to those that 
know him not And as the prophet, intercedinff for 
the JewSi acknowledged they were guilty and denied, 
and yet besought God to pity their sad condition, 
and to remember they were nis people, and the work 
of his hands ; so we ought to offer up our prayers to 
God, with profound humility, and a sincere acknow- 
ledgment of our own sins and unworthiness, and to 
place all our hopes in his mercy only, in flie pro- 
mises he has given, and the covenant he has made 
with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

CHAPTER LXV. 

I. The Lord declares, that he would call the Gen- 
tiles to the knowledge of himself, andcastof the Jinr«, 
because of their rebellion, and particularly for the 
idolatry with which they were defiled. II. Never- 
theless, he foretells that Jerusalem should be rebuilt, 
that the Jews should dwell in their own land^ that 
the cattle should feed upon Sharon and AchoTy 
which were fruitful pastures ; and that God should 
heap his blessings upon them, whilst the rebellious 
and idolatrous Jews were abandoned to his ven- 
geance. Lastly, God promises to create new hea- 
vens and a new earth, and to cause righteousness 
and peace to reign among them. 

ReflectUms. 

I. God here promises to make himself known to 
those who sought him not, and to a people that did 
not call upon nis name. This prophecy expressly 
denotes, that God would make himself known to the 
heathen; as St. Paul shows, when he cites these 
words in the Epistle to the Romans, 11. God 
threatens to reject the Jewsy because they had pro- 
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yoked him by tlieir idolatry, and continual disobe- 
dience. This threatening was put in execution, 
when Jerusalem fell under the power of the Babylo^ 
niansj and the Jews were carried into captivity. So 
severe a punishment should make rebellious and 
ungrateful Christians dread tlie most severe effects 
of the Divine veng^eance. III. This chapter in- 
structs us, that God, in the execution of his judg- 
ments, always makes a difference between the wicked 
and his faithful servants ; and that the wicked have 
nothing but shame and grief for their portion. IV. 
It is here foretold, that God wotdd create new hea^ 
venSf and a new earth ; and that the loolfand the lamb 
should feed together ; which signifies not only that 
God was going to alter the state of Jerusalem and 
of the Jewsy by delivering them from captivity, and 
restoring peace; but that God would soon renew 
the world, and re-unite all men in his church. This 
renovation of all things began with the preaching of 
the Gospel, and will be still more fully completed 
in the latter days. Upon this the apostle teaches 
us, that since all things are become newj and we look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, we ought to be new creatures, and study 
to be without spot, and blameless. Lastly, From hence 
it appears, that Christ's design was to re-unite all 
men in his church, and to make them live in unity 
and concord ; and therefore that his kingdom is a 
kingdom of peace, that Christians ought not to hurt 
one another, and that their character should be 
mutual love, peace, forbearance, and charity. 

CHAPTER LXVI. 

I. God declares in an extremely affecting manner, 
that he rejected the sacrifices and external worship of 
the Jews ; and that he would soon severely punish 
their hypocrisy and disobedience. II. He promises 
to restore peace to Jerusalem, to give it many 
children, to heap his blessings upon it, and above 
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all, to sanctify it ; and threatens the wicked with 
eternal ruin. 

Refkctions. 

The first part of this chapter teaches us, I. That 
God, being the Creator of the world, dwells not in 
temples made with hands; that he is not honoured 
by a worship that is merely external; that he accepts 
none but those that can come to him with an humble 
spirit, and who tremble at his word ; and that without 
tnese dispositions, all acts of divine worship, even 
those he has established and commanded, such as 
were under the law, sacrifices of sheep and oxen, 
oblations and incense, are so far from pleasing^ him, 
that they become an abomination to him. if. The 
promises which God made to redeem his people, to 
multiply tliem, and to pour down his blessings upon 
them, were all accomplished, when the Jews were 
gathered from the several countries of the world to 
Jemscdem^ and the divine worship restored. But 
these promises especially declare, that the Gentiles 
shoula enter into the church of Christ, which also 
came to pass. Herein we should acknowledge the 
truth and faithfulness of God, as well as his mercy 
towards us. However, we must likewise carefully 
remember, that God declares several times in this 
chapter, tliat these promises, and these blessings, 
are only for the £edthnil and elect; and that he would 
display his vengeance upon the wicked and unbe- 
lieving. From whence it appears, that it is only by 
faith and obedience, that we can be made partakers 
of that salvation and glory, which Isaiah and the 
other prophets have promised, and which have been 
purchased for us by Jesus Christy to whom be praise 
and adoration for ever and ever. Amen. 



The end of the Book of the prophet Isaiah, 
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BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
JEREMIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

Jeremiah^ who was a priest and prophet^ prophesied 
from the \Sth year of king Josiahi till after the 
taking of Jerusalem^ which was about the space of 
45 gears. This book is writ loith a great deal of 
plainness^ and at the same time with great strength 
and energy. It is partly historical wnd partly pro-- 
phetical. We meet with several prophecies in it con^ 
ceming the ruin of the Jews, their return from the 
Captivity, the destruction of the Babylonians, and 
of some other kingdoms; the calling of the Gentiles^ 
and the new covenant that God would make with 
mankind by Jesus Christ We have here likewise 
a relation of the sufferings Jeremiah himself wnder^ 
went, and of several things that happened to him 
before, and after, the taking of Jerusalem ; as also 
an account of what passed during the siege and 
taking of that city, and of the state of the Jews that 
dwelt in Judea, and who retired into Egypt, cfier 
that Jerusalem was taken by the Chaldeans, 
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CHAPTER I. 

This chapter consists of three parts. I Jeremiah 
g[ives an account in what manner he was called to 
the office of a prophet, the reasons he gave to be 
excused from it, and God's command to obey his 
call. II. Jeremiah relates two visions whicn he 
saw ; the first of which was, the vision of an almond- 
tree beginning to bud, which signified that the de- 
struction of Jerusalem was near ; and the second, 
which was a seething pot towards the north, showed, 
that this desolation would come from the north, that 
is, from Babylon, III. We here see the promises 
God gave Jeremiah of his assistance and protection. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. Let us make one general reflection on this Book, 
which is, that God in his ^reat goodness sent Jere- 
miah to the Jews to exhort mem to repentance, and to 
warn them of their approaching destruction. II. It 
must be remarked, that Jeremiah was called to be a 
prophet when he was yet young ; that at first he was 
afraid to take this office upon him, and would have ex- 
cused himself from it, but that, when God commanded 
him, he obeyed the call. From whence it appears, 
that Jeremiah did not take this office upon himself oif 
his own choice, but in obedience to the will of Grod, 
and with profound humility. As it is God alone who 
is to send his ministers, so those whom he calls ought 
to be sensible of their weakness ; but they ought never- 
theless, to obey his voice, and to rely uponliis assist- 
ance. The two visions of Jeremiah gave him to un- 
derstand, that the chief design of his ministry was, 
to denounce the approachuig ruin oi Jerusalem. Thus 
the servants of (jod are sent, not only to deliver pro- 
mises to men, but very often threatenings, to warm 
them of the judgments of God. Lastly, the command 
of God to the prophet to acquaint tie Jews with all 
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that lie should command him, promising to support 
him against all that should oppose him, shows, that 
the ministers of the Lord are bound to discharge 
their office without fearing men, and courageously 
to declare the whole will of God; and that God 
always supports them that faithfully discharge the 
duties of their calling. 

CHAPTER II. 

There are three things to be considered in this 
chapter : I. God, under the similitude of a husband 
who has a tender affection for his wife, represents 
his own love to the Jews^ and the many good things 
he had done for them in the land of Canaan, II. 
He complains of the ungrateful returns which the 
Jews haa made to so much love, and for so many 
favours; that the people, and even the priests, the 
kings and the rulers, had carried their rebellions so 
fer, as to forsake the Lord to serve false gods, which 
the prophet reproaches them for very largely. III. 
God tells them, that this their ingratitude and idola- 
try, would be the cause of their destruction, and 
that he would punish them, by deKvering them into 
the hands of their enemies ; that neither Noph^ nor 
TahapaneSf that is, the Egyptians nor the Assyrians^ 
in whom they trusted, should deliver them; and that * 
God would make use of these very nations to chas- 
tise them. 

jReflections. 

This chapter engages us to reflect upon the love 
of God towards the Jews, upon their ingratitude, and 
their destruction. I. Upon the first of these we 
should reflect, that if God thus loved the Jews, and 
did such great things for them, he has manifested to 
us still greater love, and bestowed much more valu- 
able blessings upon us, than those which he vouch- 
safed to his ancient people. 11. God reproaches 
the Jews with falling into the basest ingratitude 
against him, and forsaking his worship, to commit 
the most abominable idolatries. This is expressed 
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in the following complaint which God toakes ; What 
iniquity have your JiUhers found in me^ that they are 
gone far from me^ and have walked afier vanity^ and 
are become vain f Neither have they saidy Where is 
the Lard that hath brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt i Be astonished^ O ye heavens^ at thisj and 
be horribly afraid^ for my people have forsaken me, 
who am the fountain of living water Sy to hew them out 
broken cisterns that can hold no water. By this God 
very plainly shows, that he is man's sovereiffn ^ood; 
that he ceaseth not to draw men to him by nis kind- 
ness ; that it is extreme ingratitude and folly thus 
to turn away from God, who is the fountain of all 
their happiness, and cleave to vain things which can- 
not make them happy ; that those who behave thus 
have no excuse to plead, and are of necessity miser- 
able, as the Jews experienced. III. We see that 
the Jewsy for their unfaithfulness to God, were de- 
prived of his protection, and drew upon themselves 
all those miseries which Jeremiah threatened them 
with. Thus all those who forsake God, who abuse 
his long-suffering, and are insensible both of his 
mercies and judgments, perish at last in a miserable 
manner. 

CHAPTER III. 

I. Jeremiah here represents, under the similitiide 
of a woman that had committed adultery, the crime 
of the Jews in forsaking the service of God, and 
breaking his covenant ; and continuing the same com- 
parison, he speaks of Israjd and Judah^ as of two 
sisters that had both fallen into the sin of adulterv : 
The meaning of which is, that the Israelites of the 
ten tribes had first forsaken God to serve idols ; and 
that those of the kingdom of Judah had imitated, and 
even exceeded them by their sins and obstinacy. 11. 
God declares, that notwithstanding the unfaithful- 
ness of that people, he was nevertheless still ready 
to forgive them upon their conversion. III. He pro- 
mises, that after he had dispersed the people of I^ael 
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and Judah^ he would one day gather them to^etlier, 
and that then they should serve him faithfully. 

Reflections, 

I. The comparison that Jeremiah makes of the 
idolatrous Jews with an idolatrous woman, represents 
the sin and perfidiousness of Christians, who do not 
observe towards God the fidelity they owe him, who 
break the covenant they have made with him, and re- 
turn his lovinff-kindness with nothing but ingrati- 
tude and rebellion. We here see that the Jews of 
Jerusalem, and of the kingdom of Jvdah, who ought 
to have been more firmly attached to the pure wor- 
ship of God, since they had his service settled among 
them, and had likewise before their eyes the example 
of their brethren of the ten tribes, who had lately 
been destroyed, did notwithstanding imitate and even 
exceed them in their idolatry. It sometimes'happens, 
that they who have received the greatest mvours 
from God abuse them, and thereby render them- 
selves more guilty than those who have not enjoyed 
the same privileges. III. God declares, that he was 
still willing to pardon the Jew*, notwithstanding their 
infideUty : Return, says he, ye haJcksliding children, 
and I will heal your backslidings. God does not cast 
oflF those who have most offended him : he still pre- 
serves a favourable inclination towards them; he 
makes them proffers of mercy, and exhorts them to 
turn again to him. Lastly, It is to be observed, that 
the promise which God made to gather together the 
people of Israel and Judah, was in some sort accom- 
plisned, when the Jews returned from the captivity 
of Babylon ; but since that deliverance concerned 
properly only those of Juddh, and tliat the greatest 
part of Isra£l remained still dispersed ; these pro- 
mises extend to the times of the Gospel, when these 
two people were to be united again in the Christian 
church ; and they will be fully accomplished, when 
the Jeunsh nation shall be converted. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

I. God assures the Jews^ that if they would be 
converted, he would have compassion on them. IL 
He threatens them, that if they continued in their 
rebellions, they should be subdued by the Chaldeans; 
and the prophet, by the comparison of a lion seeking 
his prey, ot a strong wind wnich breaks and roots up 
all before it, and of a woman in travail, represents 
how terrible the coming of the Chaldeans would be, 
and the miserable concution to which Jerusalem^ and 
all Jttdea would be reduced. 

Re/lections. 

The promises of pardon which God made to the 
Jewsj if they would turn to him, teach us how good 
and gracious the Lord b, and that the door of his 
mercy is open, eyen to those who have most offended 
him, provided they truly turn to him, and repent of 
their sins. But the severe threatenings that God joins 
to his promises, show us, that he is righteous as well 
as merciful, and that they who obstinately persist in 
their sins, have nothing to hope from him. This we 
may learn by wliat befell the Jews. The prophet's 
description in this chapter, of the miseries wnich were 
shortly to fall upon Judea, and of the desolation that 
would be occasioned by the Chaldeans in that coun- 
try, is a picture of what happened to that people 
some years after, and may serve as an instance to 
convince us of the certainty of the divine threaten- 
ings, and the severity of God's judgments. 

CHAPTER V. 

I. Jeremiah complains, that the wickedness of 
Jerusalem was so general, that there could hardly be 
found one good man in the city ; he says, that the 
Jews were insensible under the divine corrections; that 
the mean and great were equally hardened; and that 
all had abandoned themselves to idolatry, to adultery, 
and all sorts of sins. II. He denounces the divine 
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vengeance against the Jinr^ for these sins; and though 
that people, seduced by fiadse prophets, flattered them- 
selves with peace, he declares that the Chaldeans 
would quickly come against Jerusalem^ but that ne- 
vertheless God would not utterly destroy his people. 
Lastly, The prophet exhorts the Jews to fear Al- 
mighty God, and to repent; he reproaches them with 
their blindness, their injustice, and other crimes; and 
complains especially, that the priests and the prophets 
were as corrupt as die people. 

Reflections. 

This chapter contains very important instructions* 
We see here, I. How we may discover when a nation 
is extremely corrupt; which is certainly the case when 
the number of good men in it is very small; when the 
great men, and the rulers of the people, have forsaken 
the Lord, as well as the meanest; when impurity and 
injustice reign without opposition: when men have 
neither a grateful sense of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
nor dread histhreatenings; andlastly, when theminis- 
ters whom God has appointed, instead of opposing 
the evil, follow the general corruption, countenance 
and encourage it, wnich the prophet calls an amaZ" 
ina and horrible thing. II. It is to be observed, that 
when the Jews were thus sunk in wickedness, they 
did not believe the words, nor dread the threatenings 
of the prophet, but flattered themselves in their wick- 
edness, being persuaded that no harm would happen 
to them. Such is the blindness of men; they live in 
security, and dread not the judgments of God, even 
when tney are most threatened. However, God at 
last executes his threatenings, as these words ex- 
press, which are more than once repeated by Jere- 
miah : Shall I not visit fir these things^ saith the 
Lord : and shall not my sotd be avenged on such a 
nation as this ? Lastly, the reasons which the Jews 
had to dread the Almighty, so strongly represented 
in this chapter, and me blindness of that people, 
ought to be well considered. This teaches us thatit is 
strange stupidity in men not to fear that great God 
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whose power is unbounded, who is Lord of the uni- 
verse, and ponreth his benefits upon them, sending 
rain from heaven, andfruitful seasons. By this means 
they expose themselves to his wrath, and deprive 
themselves of the effects of his mercy, since, as God 
says. The iniquities of men turn away hisjuvoursy and 
withhold good things from them. 

CHAPTER VL 

Jeremiah declares, that God would shortly bring a 
nation from the north against Jertisedem, meaning toe 
Chaldeans^ who were in a few years to besiege and 
take that city, and to carry the Jews into captivity. 
God exhorts tixe Jews to repentance, assuring them 
that he still loved them, but that the true cause of 
their destruction would be their impenitence, their 
incurable obstinacy, and the general corruption that 
reigned among them ; their ^andoning themselves 
to sins of every kind: and, above all, the sins of the 
priests and the prophets, and their contempt of the 
divine threatenings and remonstrances. III.The Lord 
declares that the offerings, sacrifices, and all the ex« 
temal worship of the Jews, should not screen them 
from their nun, and even that those things should 
rather hasten it, and make it more dreadful. 

RefleciioTis. 

We must here observe, I. God's goodness and ex- 
treme tenderness, in warning men of the miseries that 
threaten them, and exhorting them to prevent their 
destruction by repentance. Tliis goodness of the Lord 
appears in these remarkable words : Be thou instruct- 
edi O Jeruscdem^ lest my soul depart from thee. II. 
The severe threatenings added to these exhortations, 
teach us, that how great soever God's patience and 
loving-Iundness is, when it has been long despised it 
gives place to his wrath. Tliis the Jews experienced 
a short time after these threatening were denounced 
against them by JeremiaJi. III. From this chapter 
we may collect, that men most provoke God's wrath, 
when they give up themselves in such a manner to 
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evil, that they sm without shame or restraint ; when 
they know not how to blush; when they disregard the 
exhortation of the ministers of the Lord; when God's 
ministers themselves live loose and disorderly lives, 
and when the rich and poor are alike corrupt. Lastly, 
It appears fromthi^ chapter, that while the Jews were 
filling up the measure of their iniquities, they still 
continued to offer to God incense and sacrifice ; but 
that God rejected all the worship they pretended to 
pay him, and prepared a severe scourge for them. 
The wicked and ungodly sometimes perform the ex- 
ternal duties of religion; but all the worship of men 
who fear not God, far firom procuring his favour, 
only tends to provoke his wrath the more. 

CHAPTER VII. 

I. This chapter contains a grave and solemn reproof 
of the jews for their sins, and especially for their 
hypocrisy and vain confidence, and for profaning the 
temple and the service of God. Jeremiah threatens 
them, that God would treat Jerusalem and the temple 
as he bad treated Shiloh^ where the tabernacle formerly 
was, and as he had treated their brethren oiEphraim^ 
that is, the Israelites of the ten tribes, who had been 
destroyed by the Assyrians. II. God forbids Jere-- 
miah to intercede for the Je:ws; he says, it is in vain 
for them to offer sacrifices, whilst they gave them- 
selves up to all kinds of sins, and worshipped idols, 
particularly Moloch and the queen of heaven, that is 
to say, the Moon. God declares, that for these sins 
the carcases of the Jews should be without burial, 
cast into the valley of Tophet^ which was a place near 
Jerusalem where the idolatrous Jews had offered their 
children to idols, making them pass through the fire. 
This chapter demands great attention. 

Reflections, 

The grave remonstrances which Jeremiah address- 
ed to the Jews^ engage us to make the following re- 
flections : I. That it is in vain for the wicked to ^ory 
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in being members of the diureh, and to pay public 
worship to God, while they break his laws ; that 
those who think to please God, by coming into his 
house, and performing acts of divine worship, and 
are at the same time unrighteous, unclean, impious, 
and hypocrites, deceive themselves, and turn the 
house of God into a den of thieves; and that the 
only means to obtain the favour of God, is to reform 
ourselves, and to do that which is right. II. Let us 
consider, that God, provoked with the sins of the 
Jewa^ threatens to treat them with the utmost severity, 
to destroy them and their temple, and forsake them, 
as he had done Shiloh in the days oi Samuel the pro* 
phet, and afterwards the kingdom of the ten tribes. 
LrCt us grow wise by their example, as well as by the 
example of those Christian churches, whose candle- 
stick, that is, the light of God's word, has been re 
moved from them because they abused it. III. We 
learn, by God's forbidding Jeremiah to pray for 
the Jews^ that when the anger of God is kindled 
against a people for their incurable obstinacy, the 
prayers even of the" righteous cannot appease it 
These words are very remarkable ; Do they pro* 
voke me to anger? saith the I^rd: Do they not pro- 
voke themselves to the confvsion cf their own faces f 
All that men do against God, when they offend him, 
cannot hurt him, but turns to their own confusion 
and great misery; and therefore it is only to prevent 
them from destroying themselves, that God is so kind 
to warn them of tneir danger. Lastly, We must take 
notice of the terrible and just vengeance of God upon 
the crimes and idolatries of the Jeios^ in destroying 
their city, and in causing their carcases to be exposed 
in the very place where they had exercised their abo- 
minable idolatries. All these considerations ought 
to produce in our hearts a wholesome dread of the 
judgments of God, and should effectually move us to 
fear and serve him with sincerity. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

This chapter has three parts. I. Jeremiah foretells, 
that the Jews^ and even the chief men among them, 
should be cast out, and their dead bodies taken out of 
their graves, and exposed to the sun, and moon, and 
the stars, which they had worshipped; and that the 
condition of the rest of the Jews snould be so deplor- 
able that they would choose death rather than life. II, 
The prophet shows the cause of all these calamities^ 
which was the extreme hardness of that people, who 
would not be converted, notwithstanding the warn- 
ings God gave them; and particularly, the impiety of 
the teachers of the law, of the priests and prophets, 
liastly, he describes the desolation which the JBaby- 
hnians were quickly to bring upon JeriLsalem and all 
Judea. 

Reflections. 
Here are these four reflections to be made : L 
The first is, that Jeremiah foretold of the Jews^ that 
their bones should be spread before the sun, and 
before the stars, which they had worshipped ; and 
that such as lived at the time of their destruction, 
should wish for death rather than Ufe. Herein we 
observe the dreadful, but just judgments of God 
upon that people, who had given up themselves to 
the sin of idolatry. The punishment of sinners bears 
usually some resemblance to the sins they have com- 
mittea. II. The next reflection is drawn from that 
complaint of the prophet : Shall they fall and not 
rise r Shall he turn atoay and not return ? Why 
then is this people of Jerusalem slidden b(zck by a 
perpetual backslidiny? Were they ashamed when 
they had committed abomination? N(w they were 
not ashamedy neither could they blush* This teaches 
us, that when men are impenitent, and are no longer 
ashamed of their evil deeds, it is a sign their obsti- 
nacy is desperate, and their punishment at hand* 
III. God's frequent and earnest complaints of the 
hypocrisy and infidelity of the priests and of the 
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prophets, show how mucli God is offended, and what 
great evils threaten those who have the care of the 
church, and neglect the duties of their functions, and 
disgrace the sanctity of their character by a profane 
ana irregular life. Lastly, Let us consider, that God, 
who brought so many calamities upon Judea^ and 
exposed that country to the most cruel and merciless 
enemies, may still punish guilty people and churches 
after the same manner ; but, if he does not pimish 
offenders with temporal calamities, they shall not, 
for that reason, escape the rigour of his justice; for 
there are other punishments much more dreadful 
than any which Jeremiah in this chapter denounced 
against the Jews. 

CHAPTER IX. 

I. Jeremiah laments the destruction of the Jews 
and their great sins, such as adultery, lying, deceit, 
cruelty, and the like. IL The prophet says that 
Jerusalem^ and all the land of Judahy would be 
reduced to a wilderness, and to a most deplorable 
condition, because the Jews had forsaken the law 
and the service of God; and he exhorts the inhabi- 
tants of the land, to bewail the calamities that were 
ready to &11 upon them. Lastly, He declares to 
them, that neituer wisdom nor strength, nor their 
boasted privilege of circumcision, shoiud secure them 
against the evfls which threatened them; and that 
they would be treated as the neighbouring nations. 

, Me/lections. 

On this chapter it must be considered, I. That as 
Jeremiah formerly lamented and bewailed the sins of 
the Jews, and their desolation, so all those who fear 
God, and especially his true ministers, are affected 
with a bitter grief at the sight of men's sins, and at the 
calamities which those sins bring upon them. IL We 
see in this chapter, that the Jews had let themselves 
loose to all manner of iniquity ; that dissimulation, 
frauds and perfidiousness, reigned among them to such 
a degree, that no man could be trusted, not even the 
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nearest relations ; that they gave themselves up to 
adultery and to uncleanness ; and that there was scarce 
any more knowledge or fear of God in JerumUm* 
When men's corruption is grown to such an height 
as this, a nation cannot long remain unpunished. 
This drew upon the Jews the utmost effects of God's 
wrath, as these words declare : Who is the wise man 
that may understand this, and who is he to whom the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken^ that he niay declare 
ityfor what the land perisheth^ and is burnt up like a 
wilderness J that none passeth through f And the Lord 
said. Because they have forsaken my law, which \I 
set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, net'- 
ther walked therein : but have walked after the ima^ 
ffination of their oum heart. III. The conclusion of 
this chapter teaches us, that we ought not to boast 
in our own wisdom; or strength, nor even in the 
outward marks of the divine covenant ; but that we 
ought to fflory only in knowing and fearing God, as 
these words 01 J^emtoA import, which are quoted by 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. and 2 Cor. x. Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches : But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that 
fie understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord. 

CHAPTER X. 

In this chapter Jeremiah exhorts the Jews not to 
imitate the folly of those that worshipped the stars, 
and that served idols which they themselves had 
made. To the vanity of idols he opposes the majesty 
of the supreme God, who is the Creator and Liord 
of the universe; and to the stupidity of idolaters, he 
opposes the happiness of the cliiloren of Israel in 
knowing the true God, and being in covenant with 
him. Next, he foretells that the Jews were going to 
be reduced to extreme misery, for having abandoned 
themselves to idolatry; nevertheless, he beseeches 
the Lord not to chastise them in his wrath, nor to 
destroy them utterly. 
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Reflections, 

This chapter treats of the idolatry of the heathens. 
I. Here we see exposed the madness of those who 
adored the stars of neaven, and idols of wood, gold, 
or silver, made by men's hands, and which, being 
without sense or life, were incapable of doine^ either 

5ood or hurt All this Jeremiah represented to the 
etr«, to inspire them with an abhorrence of idolatry, 
to convince them of their great ^uilt in falling into it^ 
and to prevent them from runnmg into it, when they 
were dispersed among the idolatrous nations. These 
reflections engage us to praise God for giving us the 
knowledge othimself ; and should keep us, not only 
from idolatry, but from every thing that has the 
least tendency towards it, and from sul superstitions 
and vain notions and practices. 11. The comparison 
here made between the impotency and vanity of 
idols, and the majesty of the Almighty God, who 
created heaven and earth, and governs it, should 
inspire us with sentiments of fear and reverence for 
that great God; and lead us to say with Jeremiah^ 
There is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great, 
and thy name is great in might Who would not 
fear thee, O king of nations f For to thee doth it 
appertain. III. We here see, that 'the Jews were 
brought to desolation by the Babylonians, because 
they forsook the service of God, and the allegiance 
they owed him. So severe a punislmient proves, 
that the wrath of God overtakes those, who, after 
having known God, do not glorify him as God. 
Lastly, We may gather from the last words of this 
chapter, that God chastises men because his chas- 
tisements are needful for them, but does not do it 
for their destruction ; therefore we ought humbly to 
submit ourselves to the chastening dispensations of 
Providence, and use this prayer of the prophet ; O 
Ijyrd, correct me, but with judgment ; not in thine 
anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 
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CHAPTER XL 

I. God sets before the Jews the covenant he had 
made with them when their fathers came out of 
Egypt, and reproaches them for having obstinately 
broken it by their sins, and especially by idolatry. 
II. He tells them, that to punish them he would visit 
them with his rod, and forbids Jeremiah to pray for 
them. HI. The prophet complains of the mhabitr 
ants of Anathoth, which was the city where Jeremiah 
dwelt, because they would have hindered him jfrom 
speaking to them, and would even have taken away 
his life. 

Reflections, 

The first instruction which this chapter affords us 
is taken from the curse which God denounces agaii]st 
those who keep not his covenant. Let us reflect on 
this a little, and remember, that God has made a 
more excellent covenant with us, than with the Jews ; 
that this new covenant engages us still more strictly 
to hear his voice, and to do all that he hath com* 
manded us ; wherefore if we break it, we shall incur 
a much heavier punishment. We ought to consider 
farther, that it is not only by worshipping idols, that 
the divine covenant is broken ; but that this may be 
done likewise, by breaking the vows which we nave 
made to God, and by withdrawing our hearts from 
him to give them to the world. God complains in 
this chapter, that the inhabitants of Jerusalem had 
conspired against him, and were incurably bent upon 
evil ; which so highly provoked God against them, 
that he forbad Jeremiah, even to pray for them. 
This teaches us, that when the wickedness of men 
is come to its full height, when tliey agree in nothing 
else but in provoking the Lord, and when his laws are 
generally despised, ne spares them no longer, and 
even the prayers of the righteous become useless. 
Lastly, We should consider well the threatenings 
denounced in this chapter against the Jews, and 
in particular against the mhabitantsof -4nafAo^A, who 
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would have hindered Jeremiah from prophesying in 
the name of the Lord, and would have taken away 
his life too. It is a very great sin to reject the word 
of the Lord, to refuse to hear his faithful servants, 
and even attempt to stop their mouths ; and God will 
call those churches and people, who are guilty of 
this sin, to a severe account. However, the mmis- 
ters of the Lord, in imitation of Jeremiah^ ought 
neither to be provoked nor discouraged, when they 
meet with the like opposition. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

1. Jeremiah asks of God, why the wicked Jews^ 
who reject his ministry, still enjoyed prosperity. The 
Lord answers, that he must prepare to meet with 
still greater opposition at Jerusalem ; but that he 
should see the accomplishment of his threatenings ; 
and that this people should soon be forsaken, and 
carried captive into a strange country: from whence, 
however, ne would bring them back again. II. God 
declares, that he would likewise punish the neigh- 
bouring nations, because of the evils they had done 
his people ; but if these nations embrace the wor- 
ship of the true God, they also should be esteemed 
his people. 

Reflections, 

What we are to consider upon this chapter is, I. 
Never to believe that the wicked and the hypocrites 
shall escape unpunished, or that they are trdiy happy 
because God spares them for a while ; nor that tne 
threatenings of^God are less sure, because he defers 
the execution of them. II. That the servants of 
God ought not to be discours^ed, though they 
should be exposed to the gainsaying and the scofira 
of the wickea ; nay, that those who are resolved to 
dischar^ their duty with integrity, have reason to 
expect It III. That the threatenings of the Lord 
have, soon or late, their effect ; and that neither the 
covenant of God, nor the love he has shown to any 
nation, can secure it from his anger, when he has 
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been provoked to it by repeated instances of rebel- 
lion ; as we are taught by these remarkable expres* 
sions : / have forsaken mine hotise, I have left mine 
heritage^ I have given the dearlj/^beloved of my soul 
into the hands of her enemies, IV. God revealed his 
purpose, first to chastise his own people, and after- 
wards the neighbouring nations, and even to receive 
those idolatrous nations into covenant with him. By 
this we may see that God is just and merciful ; that 
he has no respect of persons, and regards only inte- 
grity and uprightness. This appears evidently in 
me calling of tne Gentiles, after the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

CHAPTER XIII. 

I. The prophet represents to the Jews by the 
figure of a rotten girdle, which was good for nothing, 
that the covenant they had made with God was 

foing to be broken, and that he would reject them, 
ecause they had forsaken him. II. He exhorts all 
the people, and particularly the king, and the great 
men, to humble themselves before this destruction 
came upon them. III. He laments their destruction, 
and declares, that their invincible obstinacy would 
bring it upon them. 

Reflections, 

The instructions which this chapter affords us, are 
these : I. That our covenant with God procures us 
very great advantages, and unites us to him, in the 
strictest manner ; but if we break it, as the Jews did, it 
will become unprofitable to us. II. That when God 
causes us to hear his threatenings, we should humble 
ourselves ; and as the great are commonly the chief 
authors of the corruption of the people, and of the 
miseries consequent to it, it is but reasonable they 
should, by their humiliation, endeavour to avert the 
wrath of God. This is the reflection which we should 
make on the exhortation which Jeremiah addresses, 
not only to the people, but to the king and queen, 
to give ^ory to God, and to humble themselves 
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before the darkness came upon them. III. Tlie 
tears which Jeremiah shed on account of the obsti- 
nacy of the Jew8^ and the miseries that were to come 
upon them, show, that when men's obstinacy is past 
remedy, good men, and particularly the ministers of 
God, can do nothing more than sigh and bewail die 
wretched condition of those that perish. IV. These 
words, Can the Ethiopian change hie skin, or the leo^ 
pard his spots ? Then may ye also do good, that care 
accustomed to do evil ; deserve to be well considered, 
as they describe the strange perverseness of the Jews^ 
and teach us, that by resisting^ the grace of God, 
and by an habitual course of sm, men arrive at that 
degree of corruption, that it is hard to recover them 
from it, and many never do recover. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

The prophecy contained in this chapter was occa- 
sioned by a great drought which God had afflicted 
Judea with, and which Jeremiah here describes. To 
appease the wrath of God in that time of trouble, 
and to obtain rain, the prophet intercedes for the 
people : but God tells him, that his prayers were in 
vain, as well as the prayers and fasting of the Jews ; 
that they would shortly be extirpated by all sorts of 
plagues; and that those false prophets, who had 
promised them peace, should be confounded, and 
mvolved in the general ruin. Nevertheless Jere- 
miah beseeches God to pardon the Jews, and not^to 
cast them off entirely in this extremity. 

Reflections. 

From this chapter we are to learn these four things : 
I. That, as God sent a drought and famine upon Jvdea^ 
to signify to the Jews that &ey had provoked him, and 
that he should quickly come to destroy them, so we 
ought to consider all temporal calamities as tokens of 
the wrath of God, and incitements to repentance. 11. 
That it is the duty of those who are set over the church 
and of all its true members, to labour by their prayers 
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as Jeremiak did, to prevent and avert the judgments 
of God ; or at least to moderate them, if they cannot 
be wholly averted. III. That neither the zeal and in- 
tercession of the righteous, nor the prayers and St- 
ings of an obstinate and impenitent people, can pre- 
vent the Divine vengeance. This the Lord humbly 
teaches us, when he tells the prophet: Pray not for 
this people for their good. When theyfast^ I will not 
hear their cry. And when he declares that the Jews 
should be consumed, not only by drought and famine, 
but likewise by war and pestilence. Lastly, The mi- 
nisters of the Lord ought seriously to reflect upon 
what is here said of the crime and punishment of those 
false prophets, who promised peace to the Jews^ at the 
very time their ruin was approaching; that it may be 
a warning to them never to flatter sinners, nor lull 
them in security; but to speak always with zeal and 
sincerity, what God has commanded them. We ought 
likewise to learn from hence, to hearken to those that 
declare the truth to us sincerely and without flattery. 

CHAPTER XV. 

God again declares to Jeremiah, who had inter- 
ceded for the Jews, that his prayers should not be 
heard ; that their ruin was determined, because they 
had entirely forsaken the Lord; and that they were 
to be delivered into the hands of their enemies, who 
would destroy them; to the wild beasts, and fowls of 
the air, who would devour them; and to all kinds of 
miseries. The prophet complains of the ill-treat- 
ment he met with from the Jews, because of his 
threatening them with the judgments of God; but the 
Lord commrts him and assures him of his protection. 

Reflections, 

From this chapter we may gather these three in- 
structions. I. That although the godly are accept- 
able to God, and their prayers have great power with 
him, yet they cannot prevail in favour of those whose 
hardness is desperate. This God declares after the 
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gtrongedt maimer, when he teUaJeremiahi tibat thon^li 
Moses and Samudy who had formerly turned away ^e 
wrath of God from the people o{ Israel by their ittter- 
cession, should pray to Aim for the Jews^ he would not 
regard them. II. The next instruction is, that the 
punishment of sinners, be it never so severe, is so just, 
that they do not deserve to be lamented ; as God snows 
in these words, Who shaU hai>emty on thee, O Jeruso' 
lemf or who diaU bemoan theef or who shall gro aside 
to ash how thou dost ? because thou hastjbrsaken me, 
III. The mimstersofJi?«tt«CAm^ see, by the example 
of Jeremiah, that they are often called to tell men harsh 
and diaa^eeable things, which may expose them to the 
hatred of the wicked, but that nevertneless they are 
bound to obey the commands which God gives tnem, 
and to keep themselves pure and undefiled in the 
midst of the general corruption ; by whichmeans they 
may beassured, that Godwilltake them under his pro- 
tection ; aad that they shall never &il of his assistance. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

I. God, to convince the Jews, and Jeremiah too» 
that the utmost calamities were coming upon Judea, 
forbids him to many, or to go into any house of 
mourning to comfort the afflicted, or be present at 
any feast II. He teUs him next, that the crimes of 
the Jewsy and their prodigious hardness of heart, 
would be the cause of all their miseries ; but he pro- 
mises nevertheless to bring them again from the 
north country^ that is, from Babybmj after they had 
suffered the punishment of their sins. 

Me/lections* 

I. God forbad Jeremiah to marry, to enter into the 
houses of mourning, or to go to any feast, that by 
this behaviour of the prophet he might affect the Jews 
the more, and make them understand, that the time of 
their desolation drew near ; that the children which 
should be born should be exposed to all kinds of cala- 
unities, and come to a fatal end ; that the dead should 
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be unburied and unlamented; and that this people 
should soon have no room to rejoice. Here we 
should take notice, that in a time of calamity God 
would have us humble ourselves, and even abstain 
from things which we mi^ht lawfully do at another 
time. II. God positively declares in this chapter, 
that all these evils will beral the Jews^ because they 
had forsaken him, and had done even worse than 
their fathers ; that he took notice of all their ways ; 
and that he would recompense their sins double. 
This plainly shows that God is just ; that he sees and 
knows all tne actions of men ; and that when they 
heighten their sins, they force him, as it were, to 
take vengeance. III. We see, however, in this chap- 
ter, that God still preserved sentiments of love to- 
wards the JewSj since he was pleased to put an end 
to the captivity, and bring them again from Babj/lon^ 
after he nad chastised them for their iniquity, and 
brought them into the right way. Thus Goa deals 
willi men ; if he sends afflictions to punish them, he 
does not wholly reject them, and always pardons 
those who make a nght use of his corrections. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

I. Jeremiah declares to the Jetcs^ that their sins, 
and particularly their idolatry, would speedily occa- 
sion their ruin ; that the trust which they put m men 
could not secure them ; and that, in order to be happy, 
they must rely upon God alone, who searches and 
knows the heart, who is the Judge of all men, and 
hateth iniquity. II. The prophet complains of th^ 
injuries they did him, protests that he had not de- 
sired the destruction of the Jetvs, and had only told 
them what God had commanded him to declare. 
III. He exhorts the king and the people to repent- 
ance, and in particular to prevent the profaning of 
the Sabbatt-oay, promising them, that God would 
bless them if they did; and threatening them with 
utter destruction if they continued in their sins. 

m2 
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Reflections. 

The reflections to be made on this chapter are, I. 
That as the Jews were eiven up to their enemies, be- 
cause they had provoked the Lord, so God will, 
sooner or later, punish those who offend him. 11. 
That it is in vain to think of being secure in man's 
assistance, when we have God for our friend ; and in 
general, that those who confide in men, and in the arm 
of flesh, are accursed of God; but that he blesses all 
those that trust in him; and that there is no condition 
' more happy and secure than the condition of that man 
who trusts in God and fears him. III. We should 
(^refiiUy attend to these words of the prophet : Tht 
heart is deceitful above all things^ and deperatdy 
toicked, who can know it ? I the Lord search their hearti 
I try the reins, even to give to every man according 
to his ways. This should teach us to distrust our- 
selves, to study to know our own hearts, and to fear 
God, whose knowledge is infinite, and who is the 
Judge of a]l men. IV. This chapter teaches us, that 
those who acquire riches unjustly, do not long enjoy 
them. Lastly, Persons of a public character have here 
several very important lessons. The ministers of the 
Lord should learn, by the example of Jeremiah, not 
to think it strange if the wicked reject their ministry ; 
to be &ithful in the discharge of it, and always to 
abound with love and charity for those to whom they 
are sent, though they meet with an unkind reception. 
And the earnest exhortations addressed by the pro- 
phet to kings and rulers, concerning the observation 
of the Sabbath, show, that it is the duty of princes 
and magistrates, to perform what God commands, to 
reverence die divine service, and to prevent its being 
profaned. This is the way to obtain the Divine fe- 
vour, as on the contrary, irreligion and impiety de- 
prive kingdoms and states of his protection. 

CHAPTER XVIIL • 

I. Jeremiah represents to the Jews, by the compa- 
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rison of a potter and the clay, that God miffht destroy 
them, because of their sins; and establish them again, 
if they were converted. II. He exhorts them to repen- 
tance, and threatens them, that if they continued to 
forget God, they should be desolate. Lastly, He 
again complains of the conspiracies which the Jews 
nad formed to take away his life ; and he denounces 
the vengeance of the Lord against them. 

Reflections, 

The comparison of a potter, which is proposed in 
this chapter, does not signify that God has created 
men to destroy them, or render them unhappy, by the 
mere effect of his will ; but the design of it was, to 
teach the Jews that they were in the hands of God, 
and that he was able to punish them, and afterwards to 
restore them; in the same manner as a potter, who, 
thinking to make a good vessel, and not succeeding, 
might break it, and make another with the same clay. 
Thus God himself explains it, when he says, that if a 
nation which he had purposed to destroy, turned from 
its iniquity, he would not destroy it; and, on the con- 
trary, u a nation which he had determined to bless, did 
not nearken to his voice, he would withdraw his favour 
from that nation. He declares, moreover, that though 
ne had threatened to destroy the Jews, he was still 
ready to pardon them, and that he would not put his 
threatening in execution unless they obstinatelyper- 
sisted in their impatience and hardness of heart. From 
this doctrine, wmch is of great importance, it appears, 
that God never wants either power or goodness to do 
good to men; that he is perfectly just ; and that no 
evilbefals them but what they bring upon themselves. 
We see in the impious prpceeding of the Jews, who 
contrived to kill Jeremiah, that the servants of God, 
by discharging their duty, sometimes incur the hatred 
of the wicked. As for the last verses of this chapter, 
where Jeremiah seems to make imprecations against 
the Jews, they must not be understood as if he had 
desired their ruin: it appears from this whole Book, 
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and even from this place, that he had prayed for 
them; and he calk God to witness, in the foregoiiig' 
chapt^, that he did not wish for their calamity; but 
these are threatenings which he denoimces from 
God, in quality of prophet, to show, that their des- 
truction was inevitable, and that evils of every kind 
were to £Bdl upon them and their dbdldren. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

The design of this chapter is, to make the Jews 
understand, that God for the punishment of their ido- 
latry, and especially for having sacrificed their chil- 
dren to the iaol Moloch^ otherwise called BcuH, in the 
valley of Tophet, would cause them to perish in so 
lamentable a manner, that they should eat their chil- 
dren during the siege of Jerusalem ; and that their 
carcases should be eaten by the beasts in the same 
valley. This the prophet represents by breaking an 
earthen vessel in that place; signifying thereby, that 
God would destroy them with the same ease, and as 
suddenly as a man breaks an earthen pot; and that 
as the pieces of a broken pot cannot be ioined 
together, and are of no use, so likewise their ruin 
should be total, and most of them should perish 
without recovery. 

Reflections* 

I. It must here be observed in the fifst place, that 
the Jews had been euilty of the blackest crimes, and 
of the most execrable idolatry that ever was heard of^ 
since they were come to that pass, as even to burn 
dieir own children in honour of their idols. This is a 
very remarkable proof, that not only those that know 
not God, but even those who have known him, and 
profess to worship him, may fell into the greatest 
wickedness, and renounce all sentiments of religion 
and nature too, when they have once lost the fear of 
God, and have given themselves up to blindness and 
hardness of heart. II. We must consider, that God 
declared the Jews should be killed, and exposed dead 

1 
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in the same ralley, where they had sacrifieed their 
children to idols, and shotdd be reduced by femine, 
to eat the flesh of their sons and of their daughters. 
In this event the justice of God is very evident, who 
frequently punishes men by those very things, where- 
with they had offended, and makes those who had 
been distinguished by his favours, become, upon 
their abuse of them, examples of the most severe 
vengeance. The similitude of the earthen pot 
broken in pieces is very remarkable ; well expressmg 
the fecility with which God can destroy sinners, and 
showing, that nothing can deliver or recover them, 
when he is pleased to punish them. 

CHAPTER XX. 

A PRIEST named Pashur, struck Jeremiah^ and 
threw him into prison, for having foretold the des^ 
truction of Jerusalem ; but Jeremiah told him that 
he himself should be carried captive to BabuUmy with 
all his family, and all his frienos ; and that he should 
die there. The prophet complains of being exposed 
to the hatred of the wicked Jews^ and expresses his 
grief upon that accoimt. 

Refkctions. 

This chapter presents us widi three principal re- 
flections : I. We see how Jeremiah was beaten, and 
put into prison, for haviuj^ prophesied against the 
Jews ; but that he did not mroear, however, to fore- 
tell their destruction; and in particular denounced 
Pashur^s doom, declaring that he should feel the ef- 
fects of the Divine vengeance. Thus the wicked are 
provoked with, and persecute those who speak to 
them in the name of God ; but the true ministers of 
the Lord always do what God commands them, and 
those who set themselves against them receive the 
just reward of their malice. 11. We see here, how 
Jeremiah was astonished and afflicted at the oppo- 
sition he met with from the Jews : but that he 
strengthened himself, nevertheless, by trusting in 
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God. All who suffer for righteousness sake should 
consider this, that they may not be discouraged when 
tliey meet with obstacles. IIL The last reflection re- 
lates to the last verses of this chapter, in which Jere- 
miah says, Cursed be the day in which I wcls bom. 
It might be observed, that the prophet does not speak 
of himself here, but represents the sentiments of the 
JewSf what they woula say at the time of their de- 
struction, which would be so terrible, that it would 
be more happy for them if they had never been bom, 
and they themselves woidd wish for death. But sup- 
pose these words should relate to Jeremiah^ we must 
not believe that he was guilty of murmuring or im- 
patience ; for in the same chapter he appears ani- 
mated with a joy and confidence which led him to 
praise God ; but only that he meant by these pro- 
verbial ways of speaking, in use at that tmie, to guiow 
what a wretched thing it was to live among a people 
so corrupt, and how much he was grieved to see their 
obstinacy, and to consider the miseries that would so 
}ieavily fall upon them. 

CHAPTER XXL 

That which is related in this chapter, happened 
when the Chaldeans besieged Jerusalem^ under the 
reign of Zedekiah. This prince having sent to consult 
Jeremiah what he was to do, the prophet tells him, 
that as God had resolved to deliver the city to the 
Chaldeans^ they must submit to them; thattney who 
did so, would save their lives ; but if the king and 
people refused to surrender, they would be exposed 
to the greatest desolations of war. He also exhorts 
the kin^ and the magistrates, to reform themselves, 
and to^^o justice to every body. 

Me/lections, 

Here we are chiefly to consider the advice which 
Jeremiah gave to king Zedekiah and the Jews, to sub- 
mit themselves to the Chaldeans : declaring that if they 
did so, and obeyed the voice of God, they should be 
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Bpared ; but if QOt, they should perish by the sword, 
by fiunine, and by pestilence. We see by this, that 
God had indeed resolved to deliver Jerusalem to the 
Chaldeans; but that he had not resolved their de- 
struction ; and that it was still in their own power to 
save their lives. Thus God gave proofs of his good- 
ness, at the same time that he exercised his justice. 
This too shows very plainly, that the perdition of sin- 
ners is not so determined but they may prevent it ; 
God is always inclined to pardon them and spare 
them, even when he chastises them ; and if at last he 
overwhelms them with his jud^ents, it is because he 
is forced to it by their impenitence. This teaches 
us likewise, that when God will correct us, we must 
submit to it, lest by our resistance we draw upon our- 
selves greater evils. Lastly, This chapter teaches 
judges and magistrates, that the exercise of justice is 
one of the most effectual means to prevent uie judg- 
ments of God, and procure his protection. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

I. Jeremiah exhorts the king of Judah^ and the 
people to repentance, and particularly to the practice 
of justice : tnreatening them, if they did not, that Je- 
rusalem should be laid waste. II. He foretells what 
should happen to the posterity of Josiah^ king of 
Judah ; he says, that Shalltan^ otherwise named Je- 
hoahazj should be carried into Egypt^ and die there ; 
that Jehoiakim, his brother and successor, should be 
deprived of burial ; and thstConiahj otherwise called 
Jeconiahy should be carried to Babylon by the CAaZ- 
deans ; that he should die there, and have no son to 
reign after him. 

Me/lections. 

We may learn from this chapter, that of the things 
which have the greatest tendency to secure the favour 
and protection of God to any people, one is, when 
judges render justice to every one impartially. If the 
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kings and princes oijudah had dischai^ed their duty 
\r\ ^ifl matter, according to the exhortations of the 
prophet, they would have been spared ; but for hav- 
ing feiied tnerein, they were destroyed, and the 
whole nation perished with them. There is another 
passage in this chapter, which deserves to be taken 
notice of; that place, I mean, where it is said, that 
those who attempt to raise and establish their feum- 
lies by wicked ways, and by covetousness, shall 
never prosper. But the principal reflection to be 
made on what has been read, relates to the kings 
here spoken of. All that JeremicJi had said came 
unto wem. Shdllum^ son of kin^ Josiah^ was taken 
by the king of Egypt, and carriecl into that country, 
where he (Bed; Jehoiakim fell into the hands of the 
Ctialdearuj was carried in chains to Babylon, and so 
was Jecaniah, who had no successor. Thus God 
fulfilled the predictions of Jeremiah, and punished 
all their wicked and idolatrous princes. Moreover, 
the impiety of the descendants of the good and pious 
king Josiaii, who all of them came to a tragical end, 
shows, that the piety of parents will not screen their 
children from the judgments of God, if those chil- 
dren provoke the Lord by their disobedience. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Jeremiah threatens the wicked shepherds, that is, 
the magistrates, the priests and the prophets, accusing 
them of being the cause of all the ab(Hninable prao* 
tices which prevailed in the kingdom of Judah ; 
and he foretells, that God would raise in the family 
of David a great king, who should be the deliverer 
of his people. After this he complains, that the 
priests and prophets of Judah were still worse than 
those of the kingdom of Israel; he says, that they 
abandoned themselves to the utmost excesses, and, 
besides this, deceived the people, fidseiy boasting <yf 
revelations, and promising them peace ; and he de>» 
nounces the Divine vengeance against them* 
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Reflections. 

Here let us consider, I. That God's promise, to 

five his people good shepherds, and to raise in the 
ouse of King David a righteous prince, was fulfilled, 
not only when the Jews returned from Babyhn^ un- 
der the conduct of Zorobabel^ who was a descendant 
of Davidi and had Ezra^ Jeshua and Nehemiah^ and 
other good men for their governors ; but chiefly when 
God sent Jesus Christy born of that family, to be the 
great Shepherd and Redeemer of the church* II. The 
complaints that God here makes against false shep- 
herds, and chiefly against the priests and prophets of 
JerusaUm^^e worthy our whole attention. The Lord 
says, they were worse than those of Samaria^ who 
were however idolaters ; that the land was filled with 
adulteries, perjuries, and all manner of wickedness ; 
but that the prophets were the occasion of it : that if 
they had made known to the Jews the will of God, 
they might have been converted from their sins ; but 
instead of that, they had deceived them, telling them 
there was nothing to fear. Ministers, who are sent by 
God, should attend to these words, and faithfully re- 
cord them in their minds^ But it is a great misfortune 
indeed, when, instead of faithfully declaring the will of 
the Lord, and turning innners from the error of their 
ways, they flatter and soothe them in their crimes, and 
wiuial set them a bad example. God declares very 
expressly, that he is angry with these wicked shep- 
herds, and that they cannot escape his knowledge and 
vengeance* Bythis everyone may see of what conse- 
quence it is, tnat pastors and rulers should discharge 
their duty. But since God threatens the people as 
well as the prophets, it is evident, that if tnose who 
seduce others are guilty, those who suffer themselves 
to be seduced willbe justly punished ; that we ought 
therefore to be well instructed in the will of God, and 
after we have known it, should be afraid to offend 
God by disobedience ; and to this end ^should always 
remember, what he himself says in this chapter. Can 
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any hide himself in secret places, that I shall not see 
him ? Do InotJUl heaven and earth, saith the Uyrd f 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

For the right understanding of this chapter, we 
must know, that some years before Nebuchadnezzar 
hing of Babylon came to destroy the city and temple of 
Jerusalem, part of the people liad already been carried 
to Babylon, with Jeconiah kin^ of Judah. In that 
time the prophet Jeremiah had the vision which is 
here related, and in which he saw two baskets of figs, 
the one good and the other bad ; by which God sig- 
nified to nim the diflference there would be, between 
the Jews that were carried away with Jeconiah, and 
those that remained at Jerusalem ; which was, that 
the first should be preserved, and that God would 
restore them ; whereas the others should be almost 
all destroyed by war, famine, ^nd pestilence, together 
with Zedekiah, the last king of Judah ; and that those 
who should go down to Egypt, after the taking of </«• 
rusaleniy should there come to a most miserable end. 
Thus it happened eleven years after this prophecy. 

Reflections, 

We are to consider upon this chapter, I. That when 
Jeconiah and a part of the people, were carried away 
captives to Babylon, it should have been a wamii^ to 
the Jews of their approaching destruction. *Thu8 God 
punishes men by degrees ; and before he destroys 
them quite, warns them by several corrections tlmt 
their destruction is not far off; and if they prevent 
not his judgments, they will feel the weight of them. 
II. It is to l)e observed next, thattheJeu^^ who were 
first carried away to Babylon were happily restored; 
whereas those that stayed at Jerusalem, and thought 
tliemselves much more happy than their captive coun- 
trymen, but were much more wicked and guilty than 
they, since they made a very ill use of what had hap- 
pened to their brethren, were almost all destroyed by 
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the sword, pestilence, and famine, when Nebuchad" 
nezzar came the last time against Jerusalem. Zede^ 
hiah their king came to a fatal end, with all the great 
men of his court ; and those among them who went 
down into Egypt^ after the taking of Jerusalem^ felt 
the heaviest load of the Divine judgments. This ex- 
ample showeth, that those whom God punishes are 
not always the most guilty, nor the most miserable; 
and that sinners who enjoy prosperity, and whom 
God bears longer with, are treatea with the greatest 
severity, when they persist in their impenitence* 

CHAPTER XXV. 

This chapter contains three remarkable things. 
I. That the Jews^ for despising the exhortations of 
the prophets, and above all, those they had received 
from Jeremiah^ during the space of twenty-three 
years, were to be given up to the Babylonians. II. 
That the captivity of Babylon should last seventy 
years. III. That since God did not spare his own 
people, he would not spare other nations ; that the 
Egyptians^ the several people of Arabia^ the Philis" 
tines^ the Edomitesj the Moabites, and the other 
neighbours of the Jews, together with the Medes and 
JPersians^ should be punished; after which the Ba- 
bylonians themselves should be destroyed. This Je- 
remiah represents, by saying, that all the nations 
should drink of the cup of the wine of the wrath of 
God ; which is a figurative way of speaking used by 
the prophets, to signify the Divine vengeance, 

Mefiections. 

h The first reflection to be made upon this chapter 
is, that God bears with men with great patience; that 
he exhorts them a long time to repentance ; but that 
if they abuse his long-suffering, heat last executes his 
threatenings. Thus God, after he had in vain called 
the Jews to conversion by the ministry of Jeremiah^ 
for the space of twenty- tmree years, brought the kin^ 
qi Babylon to destroy them, II, God, to comfort his 



8^ JEREMIAH. [CHA?. 

ing Ahikam, as well as king Hezekiah, who is likewise 
mentioned in this chapter ; who, instead of being angiy 
with the prophet Micak, humbled himself, and byhis 
Aumiliation averted the wrath of God. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
I. The kings bordering upon Judea^ having sent 
ambassadors to Zedekiah king of Judah, God orders 
Jeremiah to send bonds and yokes to those kin^ to 
signify, by this mysterious action, that those kings 
shoula be so far from delivering Zedekiah, as he ex- 
pected, that they should themseh^es be brought under 
the dominion of the king of Babylon. The prophet 
tells them to submit to that king ; and shows, that the 
empire of the Babylonians should last till the time of 
the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, after which it should 
come to an end. 11. He exhorts Zedekiah, and the 
people of Jerusalem, to submit themselves to the king 
of Babylon, and not to give credit to the false pro- 
phets, who made them believe that the vessels oi the 
temple, which had been carried to Babylon with king 
Jehoiakim, should be brought back again to Jierusa- 
Icm. Jeremiah declares, that on the contrary, the re- 
mainder of the holy vessels should likewise be taken 
away, when Nebuchadnezzar came to destroy the 
city and temple. 

Me^ctions. 

There are four observations to be made upon this 
chapter : I. We observe, that Jeremiah sent bonds 
and yokes to the kings living near Jerusalem, to show 
them that they should be conquered by Nelntchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, who is here called the servant 
of the Lord, because he was to execute the decrees of 
Providence. This should have taught Zedekiah not 
to expect any assistance from those kings against the 
Babylonians. This action of Jeremiah, which the 
ambassadors of those princes were witnesses of, tend- 
ed likewise to convince them that the Lord, in whose 
name Jeremiah spake, was the only true God ; which 
they must needs be convinced of, when they fell under 
the dominion of the Babylonians, who conquered 
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them all, one after the other. II. It is to be observed, 
that Jeremiah foretold, that the monarchy of the Ba- 
bylonians should subsist till the grandson of Nebu- 
diadnezzar^ which was verified by the event; that 
monarchy ending in Belshazzar^ when Babylon was 
taken by the Medes and Persians, These are very 
express predictions, which prove and confirm mast 
evidently the Divine authority of JereiiitaA'< prophe- 
cies. III. The exhortations of the prophet aadressed 
to Zedekiak and the Jews^ to submit themselves will* 
ingly to tlie king of Babylouy teach us, that it is in 
vam to pretend to resist the will of God ; and that 
when he has made known his will to us, and thinks 
fit to chastise us, it is best humbly to submit to it 
Lastly, We see in this chapter, that God forbad the 
Jews to hearken to the false prophets, who flattered 
them and promised them peace, and the return of the 
holy vessels. It is a great sin in those who are set 
over the church, to dissemble the will of God, and 
flatter sinners by a base compliance ; and the true 
servants of God are those who declare the truth sin* 
cerely and without disguise. 

CHAPTER XXVIII, 

A FALSE prophet, named Hananiah^ opposes J^re- 
TraiaA, and foretells that Jerusalem should not be taken 
by the Babylonians ; that within two years, the holy 
vessels, which had been carried away to Babylon^ 
should be brought back to Jerusalem^ and that Jeco^ 
niak should return from thence with all the captives. 
And to confirm his prediction, he breaks a wooden 
yoke that Jeremiah had made by order of God, which 
represented, that the Jews should be made subject 
to the king of Babylon, as we read in the foregoing^ 
chapter ; but Jeremiah, when he had told HananicSi 
that the event would show the falseness of his pre- 
dictions, causes a yoke of iron to be made, instead 
of the wooden yoke which Hdnaniah had broken, 
and prophecies mat he should die that year, which 
accordingly came ip pass. 
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The chief consideration this cbapter affords us is, 
that at the very time the destruction of the Jews drew 
near, there were among them fidse prophets, who pro- 
mised them peace, and a return of the sacred vessels 
of the temple, and of their captive brethren. There 
have been in all ages false teachers in the church, 
who have lulled the people in their security; but it 
it is a dangerous thing to hearken to them, and God is 
very gracious when he sends faithful ministers, who 
do not flatter their people, nor conceal any thing that 
they are commanded to speak to men for their good. 
The courage of Jeremiah in resisting Hananiah, 
shows, that we should never give way to the wicked 
when they attempt to seduce others ; but should op- 
pose them always, ana discharge our duty with bold- 
ness. The punishment of ^anamaA,whoaied accord- 
ing to the prediction of tJi^emtaA, might have taught 
the Jews that Hananiah was a &lse prophet, and &aX 
the rest of Jeremiah* s threatenings should be fulfilled. 
This is an example of the Divine vengeance, which 
pursues those who resist God and his holy word, and 
who seduce others to sin or error. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

In this letter, wrote to the Jews who had been car- 
ried away to Babylon with Jeconiah, the prophet Je^ 
remiah does four mings: I. He exhorts them to stay 
in ^oiy/ltm, and to be fiedthful to the king axid govern- 
ment of that country, and not to believe the prophets, 
who promised them that they should be delivered be- 
fore the seventy years of theur captivity were expired. 
II. He promises, that at the end of that time God 
would bring them again to «7mi«a&m. III. Retells 
them ^t the Jewsj who were yet at Jerusalem^ and 
their king ZedekicJi, were going to be reduced to the 
utmost desolation. IV. He foretells the punishment 
of Ahab and Zedekiah, two lyii^ prophets^ and <^ 
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Shemaiahj who had written letters fiom Babyhn to 
Jerusalem against the prophet Jeremiah. 

Rejkctions, 

I. The order that Jeremiah gave the Jewsj who 
were at Babylon^ to stay there, and to pray for the 

Erosperity of that city, shows us, that God woold 
ave us hve in submission to the kings under whose 
government we are placed, and to pray for the pros- 
perity of their dominions ; and that when God thinks 
fit to chastise us, we ought to acquiesce in it, and to 
continue in the condition to which he is pleased to 
reduce us. II. The clear and repeated promises Je- 
remiah made the Jews^ that they should oe sent away 
free at the end of seventy years, express the love of 
God towards them, and the divinity of this prophecy, 
III. It is to be remarked, that though the Jews who 
were at Jerusalemj seemed to be in a more happy 
state than those who were at Babylon^ yet they were 
to be most severely scourged by God, for not im* 
proving by the misery of their captive brethren, and 
for continuing to despise the voice of the Lord. Thus 
God proportions his punishments to the sins of men, 
and those w^hich he punishes last are usually treated 
with the greatest severity, because they have longest 
abused his patience. I V . We find in this chapter, 
that there were at Jerusalem and at Babylon false 
prophets, who railed against Jeremiah^ and who se- 
duced the people, and were moreover impure and 
corrupt men. God, for the trial of men, has in all 
ages permitted that there should be seducers, to 
oblige us to be upon our guard against such people, 
according to the exhortation of our Lord, and to dis- 
tinguish them from the true ministers of God. But 
we likewise observe, in the punishment that God in- 
flicted upon the false prophets here mentioned, that 
God condemns all such ; since Ahab and Zedekiah 
were burnt by the king of Babylon^ and Shemaiah 
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perished with his fiunily, without seeing the deli- 
verance of the Jews ; whereas Jeremiah^ who spake 
with sincerity, experienced the Divine protection. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

The prophet Jeremiah^ after he had declared to 
the Jews that they should be led captives to Babyhm^ 
promises here, that God would deliver them from it; 
that the Babylonians should feel his vengeance ; and 
that after he had chastised his people he would dis^ 
play his infinite power for their restoration. 

B£jlections* 

The reflections to be made on this chapter, relate 
to the love of God, his power*, justice, and faithfid- 
ness. The love of God towards this people appears 
in his promising to deliver them from the yoke of the 
king of Babylon^ and to cause them to dwell again 
in tneir own land. His power appears in delivering 
them at a time when there seemed to be no relief for 
them, and by means they could never have expected. 
His justice ne gave proof of in taking vengeance on 
the Babylonians, who had oppressed me Jews with so 
much severity and injustice. Lastly, we are to take 
notice, that God is true and faithful in his promises, 
since all that was foretold in this chapter concerning 
the recovery of the Jews came to pass, when they re- 
turned from Babylon into their own country, under 
the conduct of Zorobabel and their other leaders. 
But these promises were completely fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus Christ, who was bom of the posterity 
of David. From all which we may conclude, that 
God, who is always the same, will protect the 
Christian church ; which, if he appears sometimes 
angry with, his design is to purify it ; and that it 
shall ever subsist in spite of the attempts of those 
who seek its ruin. 



XXXI.] JEREMIAH. 261 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

This chapter, as well as the foregoing, treats of the 
Jewi restoration. God promises, that after he had 
chastised them, and they were converted, he would 
settle them in a happy and glorious condition ; and 
Ephraim^ that is, tne Israelites of the ten tribes^ 
should share in this happy revolution. He exhorts 
them no more to lament their desolation, and gives 
them strong assurances of his love. Lastly, He pro- 
mises to make a new covenant with them, wnich 
should last always. 

Reflections. 

Upon this chapter these three things are to be 
considered: I. Tnat if the prophets were sent to 
threaten the Jews, they were also sent to comfort 
them by promises; and that the promises whidi 
we have just been reading, must needs tend to 
strengthen their faith during their captivity in Baby~ 
Ion, II. That God promised the Jews they should 
return into their own land, after their repentance and 
conversion ; from whence it appears, that as men's 
sins are the causes of the afflictions God visits them 
with, so he restores them not to favour till he sees 
them penitent and humbled. III. The last and chief 
reflection is, that God here promises to make a new 
covenant, which shoidd be as firm as the order of the 
world, and should last as long as heaven and earth 
remain. St. Paul, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, ap- 
plies this prophecy to the covenant of the Gospel : 
and it is evident, that the true meaning of it is not to 
be found in the restoration of the Jews, which was but 
of short continuance, wherein the Jeics of the ten 
tribes, very few of them, had any share ; so that this 
promise suits only the Christian church, with which 
God has made a covenant that is to last until the end 
of the world. This prophecy sets before us the pri- 
vilege we enjoy in living under this covenant, teaches 
us, at the same time, t£at God's design in admitting 
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US into it was to sanctify^ us, by putting his law into 
our hearts, and writing it in our inner parts, that we 
may serve him and obey him all the days of our life. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

I. Jeremiah being put in prison at Jerusalem^ when 
the Chaldeans were besieging that city, God com- 
mands him to buy a field, ana to put the evidence of 
the purchase in a place where it might be preserved ; 
whereupon Jeremiah asking of the Lord, why he or- 
dered lum to buy lands, when the city was to be de- 
livered up to the Chaldeans, and the people carried 
into captivity, God acquainted him, that it was done 
to be an assurance to tke Jews, that after diey had 
for the punishment of their sins been sent into cap- 
tivity to Babylon^ they should return to their own 
country, and possess it again. 

ReJlecHons. 

The command that God gave Jeremiah, to buy a 
field, when the BabvloniansweTe besieges Jenisalem, 
and he himself was m prison, is very remarkable. This 
tended to comfort the prophet, and to confirm what 
he said to the Jews concerning their approaching de- 
struction, and their rui^. With this view God ordered 
tiie deed of the purchase to be preserved, as a proof 
and a monument of tiie truth of Jeremiah's predic- 
tions. From hence we learn, that nothing is impos- 
sible to God ; that he infallibly executes his promises, 
how improbable soever they may appear, humanly 
speaking. We again find in this cnapter, that the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, though Goa had greatiy 
blessed them, and bore long with them, corrupted 
themselves still more and more ; that they ceased not 
to provoke him, which was the reason he gave them 
im to the power and cruelty of the Babylonians ; but 
after he had made the Jews suffer the punishment 
thejr deserved, he had pity on them. God severely 
punishes any contempt offered to his goodness, or 
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ungrateful retuiBs for &voiir8 received ; but he does 
not wholly withdraw his love from those that have 
offended him ; and when his corrections have pro-^ 
duced their effect, he restores them to his favour, and 
makes the expressions of his love succeed those of 
his wrath. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

This prophecy is a sequel of the foregoing : its 
contents are, that Jerusalem should be taken, its 
houses destroyed by the Babylonians^ and its inha- 
bitants put to death ; but that afterwards the Jews 
should return from Babylon^ rebuild the city with 
glory, and should have divine service performed in 
the temple as before. God confirms this promise, 
saying, his covenant with his people should be as firm 
and immutable as the order of nature. 

Reflections, 
From the promises n^de by God to the Jews^ to 
bring them again to Jerusalem^ to dwell there, and to 
heap his blessings upon them, we are led to consider^ 
that God is always merciful, and inclined to do good 
to men, and that it is in love he afflicts them ; we are 
also hereby led to take notice of the faithfulness of 
God, and the firmness of his covenant. It must ne- 
vertheless be observed, that the promises here made 
to the two families of Israel^ that is, to the Jews of 
the kingdom of Judah^ and those of the ten tribes, 
were not entirely fulfilled after the captivity of 
Babylon^ since the ^eatest part of the Israelites of 
the ten tribes remamed in the countries where they 
had been dispersed. The same thing is to be re- 
marked on what God so expressly declares, concern- 
ing his worship beingfor ever establishedat Jmuo&ni, 
and his covenant with the house of David and with 
the Jews^ subsisting as long as the world lasted. 
This can but impenectly agree with the restoration 
of the Jews after the captivity, since they did not 
continue long in Judea^ and were afterwards de- 
stroyed by the Romans^ and the service performed 
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at JifruMi&m was ^pute aboUslied by the destruction 
of the temple. These promises, therefore, relate 
to die times of the Messiah, and describe the king- 
dom of Jems ChrUU the establishment of the Gos- 
pel worship among all nations, and the complete 
conversion of the Jews^ which will one day be ac- 
complished. We ought, therefore, to bless God 
that these promises have been fulfilled with respect 
to us, and that we are included in the new covenant, 
which God had promised to make with all men in 
the latter days. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

When NebucTiadnezzar was besieging Jerusalem^ 
Jeremiah informs Zedekiah^ that the city should be 
taken and burnt ; that he should not, however, be put 
to death, but be carried to Babylon^ and die there. 
Zedekiah and the Jews^ terrified at tlie threatenings 
of Jeremiaky showed some tokens of repentance, and 
set the Jewish slaves at liberty, as the law of God 
directed them to do every seven years. But soon 
after, when the Chaldeans had retired, and the ru- 
lers thought the danger was over, they reduced 
again to a state of slavery those that had been re- 
leased ; whereupon Jeremiah declared to them, that 
because of their hypocrisy, and the violation of their 
vow, God would cause the Chaldeans to return, who 
should burn Jerusalem^ and put its inhabitants to 
death, and lay the whole country waste. 

Mejlections. 

The most important reflection to be made on this 
chapter relates to the behaviour of. Zedekiah and the 
inhabitants oi Jerusalem^ who finding themselves be- 
sieged, set at liberty the Jewish servants, and pre- 
tended they would observe the law of God ; but as 
soon as the Chaldeans retired, because the king of 
Egypt come out against them, the J<?w5 imagining fliey 
had nothing more to fear, changed their min^ and 
made slaves again of their brethren. Thus sinners 
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pretend to humble themselves, and seem disposed for 
conversion whilst they are threatened, and the danger 
is near ; but as soon as their fears are over, they re- 
turn to their sins and break their promises. JeremialCs 
reproaches and threatenings of tne Jews for their im- 
pious and unjust proceedings, show, that a repentance 
and a reformation, which is but of short duration, in- 
stead of paci^ing God, provoked him the more ; and 
that those who violate nis covenant, and their own 
promises, after having vowed to observe them, shall 
not escape the punishments which their hypocrisy 
and infidelity deserve. Thus it happened to Zedekiah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem : That city was 
taken soon after these things ; and Zedekiah fell into 
the hands of Nebucliadnezzarj who put him in chains, 
and carried him to Babylon^ where he died. This 
is an instance of the just judgment of God upon 
sinners, and especially on wicked princes. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

For the understanding of this chapter, we nftisi* 
know, that the Mechabites were Jews descended from 
Jonadah, the son of Rechab^ who lived in the time of 
Jeku^ king of J^o^/, 2Kinffs x, 15. and upon account 
of a vow which their father had obliged them to 
make, drank no wine, and dwelt in tents. These 
Rechabites having fled to Jerusalem^ when the Chal- 
deans entered Judea^ under the reign of Jehoiakim^ 
as we are told in the twenty-fourw chapter of the 
Second Book oiKinas ; Jeremiah offered them wine, 
and bade them drink it : which they refused to do, 
alleging their vow, and the prombition of their 
father. Whereupon Jeremiah took occasion to re- 
proach the Jews^ for not showing the same respect 
to the commandments of God, as the Rechabites 
showed to those of their father, and for still persist- 
ing in their idolatry. For which reason he .de- 
nounces destruction to the Jews^ and promises the 
Rechabites that God would bless them. 
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Reflections. 

Th I s history is worthy of our attention. Jeremiah 
presented wine to the Rechabites^ not with a design 
to persuade them to break their vows, but with an 
intent to make use of their example to condemn the 
Jews. When the Rechabites had told bim, it was 
not lawful for them to drink wine, on account of the 
vow their father had laid upon them, Jeremiah took 
occasion from thence to expostulate with the Jews^ 
and expose their great guilt in breaking the Divine 
commands, and the vow they had made to observe 
them ; though these laws related not to things of an 
Indifferent nature, as the use of wine, but to the most 
necessary and indispensable duties. He reproaches 
them for the continual exhortations to repentance, 
which God had given them by his propnets, and 
which they had refnsed to hearken to, whilst the 
Rechabites religiously observed the vow laid upon 
them a lon^ time belore. The instruction this fur- 
nishes us withy is, that thofife who do not fulfil the 
vows they have made to God, nor keep his covenant, 
must ^xpect the punishments which are denounced 
against those Ayho shall transgress it ; and, on the 
contrary, that those who observe the duties required, 
shall be blessed of God, as the RechcAites were be- 
cause of their piety. 

CHAPTER XXX VI. 

I. Jeremiah caused his tkreadenings against the 
Jei0s to be writ in a boiok; .and as. h^ (9Mild i%dl go 
himself into the temple, he orders JSairUch to read 
them before the people uponja day.of ^adtiiig. II. 
^arzM^/e. having, r^aa them in, the preaeace of the 
people, aad of ihe officers t>f IxitigJehoi^Ainif that 
prince caused the yrritinga* to be.tnroitglit to bim; 
and aftei: be had heard part!^ it reftd, he cut it in 
pieces and threw it in theiire, uad^otier^ Jeremiah 
and Baruch to be seised: but GoA^wnrnKadeAJe- 
remiah to wrljbe another b<M^»/€!$«(yuiUJ»g. Ae same 
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things as that which Jehoiakim had burnt, and to tell 
the king, that God would punish him for his impiety ; 
that his judgments should &Q upon him and his 
posterity ; and that his body shomd be deprived of 
buriaL 

Reflections, 

In this history we are to remsurk, I. That God, on a 
solemn iast*day, did, by the hand of Jeremiah and 
Baruch^ warn the Jews of the dangers that threatened 
them, that they might avert them by their repentance. 
This was a proof of the diviae goodness toward that 
people, who were very near their ruin. Thus does 
God warn sinners, and sJford to them the last means 
to escape their destruction. II. We here see the 
extreme impiety of king Jehoiakim, who, instead of 
humUing himself, upon the hearing of those threat- 
enings, cut the booK in which they were contained, 
and threw it into the fire, without regard to the 
in treaties of some of his officers, who would have 
prevented him, and commanded Jeremiah and Ba^ 
ruoh to be cast into prison. This behaviour of Je- 
koiakim is a proof of tiie greatest impiety, and of the 
utmost ooBtempt of God and his word. Behold how 
the wicked, instead of beiHgaffected by the warnings 
they Te<^eive ik*om God, ^row angry at tkem, and 
even miarrd with God, his word, and his servants. 
III. The order that Jeremiah received from God, to 
write in'ffliotheir bode the same^ tilings that were 
containecl in tibat which the king had burnt, and to 
add dier^to partkniiar threatenings against him, 
should leadtis to acknowledge, that it is in vain for the 
wicked to ipret^id to stop the mouth of God^s ser- 
vants, or to «coff St his word. .What God has de- 
termined is always executed ; and, sooner or later, 
impidnis and proKme men will bear the punishment 
due to tliem ; as it happened to king Jehinakim, who 
perished miserably, am whose carcase was thrown 
into the draught-Muse, as Jeremiah had foretold in 
the twenty*«ec(md chapter of this Book. 

n2 
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CHAPTER XXXVIL 

King Zedekiah desired Jeremiah to intercede with 
God for him, and for the Jews^ at the time when the 
Chaldeans made war against them ; but the prophet 
acquainted him, that although the Chaldeans had 
raised the siege of Jerusalem^ to go and fight with the 
king of Egypt^ who was come to his assistance, yet 
they should return and take the city. After this, Je- 
remiah going out of Jerusalem^ was stopped and ac- 
cused of designing to go oyer to the Chaldeans; upon 
which cliarge he was very much abused, and thrown 
into a duneeon; but king Zedekiah causing him 
secretly to be brought before him, the prophet fore- 
told to him again,* Uiat he should hH into the hands 
of the king of Babylon, and besought him not to 
send him l^ick to tne dungeon, lest he should die 
there ; whereupon the king ordered that he should 
be put in the court of the prison, and fed there 
during the siege of Jerusalem. 

Reflections. 

There are four obseryations to be made upon this 
chapter : I. That wicked men seem sometimes to have 
recourse to God in danger, but that they do it not sin- 
cerely. This we may see in king Zedekiah, who when 
he was besieged, applied to the prophet for his prayers 
and counsel ; but did not turn nrom his iniquities, nor 
follow the adyice which the prophet gaye him. IL 
The next consideration relates to what Jeremiah de- 
clared to the king, telling him, not to depend upon the 
assistance of the Egyptians, nor upon the king of 
Babylon* s raising the siege of Jerusfuem; but that the 
city should be certainly taken by the Chaldeans. From 
whence we may learn, that it is in yain to trust in the 
help of man, when God is not on our side, and that 
notning can hinder the execution of his purposes. III. 
We see that Jeremiah was unjustly accused by the 
Jews, and was even beaten and dirown into adungeon, 
and yet did not forbear tellingthe king, that he ^ould 
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be. subdued by the Chaldeans. The ministers of the 
Lord have been often exposed to persecution and in- 
justice ; but the fear of men never stops the mouths 
of those who are animated with a true zeaL IV. We 
are here to take notice, that God protected Jeremiah^ 
and softened the heart of Zedehiah towards him, so 
that he not only saved him from the dungeon he had 
been thrown into, but fed him likewise whilst the 
siege lasted, and the famine prevailed in Jenualem. 
Thus Providence sets bounos to the malice of the 
wicked, delivers the righteous, and makes good men 
meet with comfort and help in the worst of times. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

I. The chief men of Jerusalem caused JeremiaJi 
to be put in a dungeon full of mire, because he con- 
tinued to foretell the taking of Jerusalem : but an 
officer named tUyed^melech^ interceded for him, and 
took him out of the dungeon. II. Jeremiah being 
secretly broug^ht before the king, still prophecies, 
that the city should be taken by the Chaldeans^ and 
earnestly exhorts Zedehiah to surrender himself to 
them ; promising him, that if he did so, he and his 
household should save their lives, and the city should 
not be burnt. The king was almost persuaded, but 
had not courage to follow the advice of the prophet, 
who was sent back to prison, and remained there till 
the taking of Jerusalem. 

Rejkctions. 

This chapter affords us several very instructive 
lessons. I. The first is, tliat the servants of God are 
often persecuted and slandered for discharging their 
duty. This Jeremiah experienced, when he was ac- 
cused, and imprisoned as a traitor to Ids king and 
country, because he advised the Jews to submit to the 
Chaldeans. 11. Tlie deliverance of Jeremialij who, by 
JEbed-melech, was taken out of the dungeon in which 
liemust have perished, is a proof of the care God takes 
of the righteous when persecuted ; and the piety of 
Ebed'melechy who had the courage to intercede for 

N 3 



270 JERBMIAH. [CHAP. 

Jtremisii^ shows, diat those who fear God, always do 
what diey can in defence of impressed imioeenee. We 
shall see in die following chs^ter, that the piety iA 
Ehed'-meUdi^daA not go UDrewarded* III. Tlie advice 
Jeremiah gave the king, assurinj^ him in the most po- 
sitive and expressmanncF, diatimesarfendered to die 
Chaldeans no hann should happ^i to him, and Jerusa- 
lem should not be burnt; but if he did not, he would 
expose himself and that city to die greatest miseries, 
clearly proves that the destrucdon of diat prince, and 
of Jerusalemj was not so determined, but he might 
have prevented it. The Divine direatenings and pre- 
dictions, and the knowledfipe Grod has of mturity, do 
not deprive men of dieir uberty, since die evils they 
are threatened with are brought on diem by their own 
feult. Lastly, let us, above all, take notice of the be- 
haviour of Zedekiah. That prince had a regard for 
Jeremiah^ and even wished to follow his advice ; he 
was moved with what the prophet had told him, and 
almost determined to do as he advised ; but his fear of 
the rulers of the people prevented him. Thus do sin- 
ners act : When God speaks to them, they are some- 
times affected ; diere are still some remams of good 
in them, which press them to their duty ; but they 
are hindered from following the dictates of their con- 
sciences, by a false shame, by the respect tjiey have 
for men, and by other the like motives, by which means 
they let slip the favourable opportunity, and after long 
struggling and resistance, mey take the worst side 
and perish. This was the cause of Zedekiah's ruin. 
The Scripture remarks, that he humbled not himself 
when Jeremiah spake unto him in the name of God ; 
and notwithstanding the solicitations of the prophet, 
and the conviction of his own conscience, resolved 
not to yield to the Chaldeans, The warnings con- 
tained m this chapter are die last that God gave 
him ; and as he neglected to improve them, it was 
afterwards too late to do it, and he drew upon his 
subjects and himself the utmost miseries, as we find 
related in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

We liave in this chapter, L An account of the 
taking of Jerusalem^ and of king Zedekiah*s being 
carried away to Babylon with flie Jews, after that 
Nebuchadnezzar had caused his sons to be slain 
before him, and put out his eyes. II. We see what 
happened to Jeremiah, and the respect which the 
Chaldeans had for him. Lastly, This chapter in- 
forms us, that Ebed-melech, who had saved the pro- 
phet's life, was himself also saved when Jerusalem 
was taken, as Jeremiah had pro];nised him. 

Re/kctions. 

There are three reflections to be made on this 
chaipter : I, That the city of Jerustdem was taken, 

Elundered and burnt with the temple; the king's 
ouses, and the houses of the people ; and that tlie 
Jews were carried to Babylon^ as Jeremiah and the 
other prophets had threatened. So remarkable ail 
event proves that God is righteous, that his threat- 
enings are certain; and that after he has a long while 
in vain borne with men, he punishes them according to 
their deserts. IL The next reflection is, that Zedekiah 
was taken ; that the king of Babylon caused him to be 
tried as a tri^tor, and one that had broken the oath 
of allegienoe to him ; and that he slew his children 
before nis face, put out his eyes, and carried him in 
ch^ns to Babylon. What befeU that prince, who had 
received so many warnings from Goa by die prophet 
Jeremiah, shows that they who refuse to heaiken to 
the voice of God, they who are the authors of other 
men's sins, and of public miseries, and particularly 
peijured persons, are made at length examples of the 
wraih of God. III. It is to be dbserved, that Jere-r 
miah was saved at the taking of Jemiaalem ; and that 
Sbed^nielechf who had saved the life of Jeremiah, was 
also himself spared, as God had promised him, because 
be bad put Us trust in him. These two are instances 
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of the protection which God vouchsafes to good men 
in times of calamity. YHiBt happened to Ebed'-mehck, 
shows in particular, that those who protect the inno- 
cent, and take upon them to defend the servants of 
God when they are oppressed, receive the reward of 
their zeal and piety. 

CHAPTER XL. 

This and the following chapters contain the history 
of what happened to tne JewSj whom the king of 
Babylon left m Judetif after the taking of JentstUem. 
Jeremiah being carried to Mamah in <£aiiis, with the 
rest of the captive Jews, the captain of the g^uard to 
the king of Babylon gave Jeremiah his choice, either 
to go to Babvlm or to stay in the country with the 
Jews ; but the prophet preferred staying in Judea^ 
and went to Gedaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
appointed governor of that country. Gedaliah ex- 
horts the Jews to submit themselves to the Babyhh 
niang^ and assures them, they might remain in their 
land with safety. This governor is warned, that /«A- 
mael and the king of the Ammonites had entered into 
a conspiracy against him, but he would not believe it 

Be/kctions, 

The remarks we are to make on this chi^ter are, I. 
That the Chaldeans had a particular regard for Jere" 
miah when Jerusalem was taken : and uiat while the 
Jews were in chains, and carried away captives, the 
prophet was set at liberty. This was a reward of his 
zeal and integrity, and is a proof of God's care of 
those that fear him. II. We here seejeremiah^s piety 
and attachment to his own country and nation. He 
chose rather to stay in Judea with the Jews who re- 
mained there, than to go to Babylon^ where he might 
have sliared in the favour and loudness oiNAuchad" 
nezzar. Thus should we always prefer our du^, and 
the edification of our brethren, before all worldly ad- 
vantages. III. From theaccount givenin this diapter 
it appears, that the Jews might, if they would, have 
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lived securely in their own countrvy under Gedaliah^ 
by submitting themselves to the CkaUeans; and even 
that God sent them that year a plentiful harvest. This 
was a mark of God's goodness towards that people ; 
and shows, that we ouf ht to submit to, and continue 
in that condition whidi God is pleased to allot us ; 
and that he is always ready to do good to those who 
submit to the diiq>ensations of his providence. Lastly, 
The conduct of Gedaliah is wormy of our attention. 
When notice was given him of the conspiracy which 
Ishmael^ a prince of the royal fiimily of Judahj had 
formed agamst him, he would not believe it, nor suffer 
them to take away his life. In this he acted like an 
honest man. Gooa men do not easily give credit to 
tale-bearers; and as they act with candour, and are 
incapable of doing an ill action, they do not judge 
others capable of it, nor ever make use of treachery, 
or other unlawful means to secure themselves. 

CHAPTER XLI. 

Ighmael treacherously kills Gedaliah, the governor 
of Judea, and the Chaldeans that were with him. 
The next day he slew threescore and ten Jews, who 
were going to pray and offer their gifts upon the ruins 
of the temple; and he took prisoners ^MiheJews that 
were at Mizpah, to carry them to the Ammonites; but 
Johanan delivered them, and forced Ishmael to fly. 
After which, the Jews fearing that the Chaldeans 
would revenge the death of Gedaliah, whom Ishmael 
had slain, formed the design of retiring into Egypt. 

Reflections* 

The death of Gedaliah, and of the Jews who were 
assassinated by lAmael and the other conspirators, is 
an instance of base and detestable treacherv; which 
shows, that among the Jews who remained m Judea, 
there were some exceeding wicked. However, it ap- 
pears from what is here said of the fourscore men, who 
were going to pray at the ruins of the temple, that there 
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were likewise some pious and zealous persons among 
the remnant of that nation. What betel them, shows 
that God permits sometimes the innooent to be op- 
pressed to nrinff about the wise ends of his providence. 
However, God did not suffer the traitor IJimael^ and 
his accomplices, to succeed in the design they bad 
formed of makiiif tliemselves masters of the Jewg: 
Iskmael did not U>ng enjoy the fruit of his crimes; 
but God set bounds to his wickedness by the means 
of Johanoai^ who put Ishmael to flight, and delivered 
the people. If God suffers wicked men, in some 
measure to succeed in their evil purposes, he likewise 
puts a stop to them, and does not always suffer them 
to bring about their unjust schemes. 

* 

CHAPTER XLH. 

The Jews who remained in Judea after the taking 
ofjerusalemy consult with Jeremiah about the desira 
they had formed of retiring into E^yptj and promise 
with an oath to do as he should direct them. The 
prophet orders them to stay in the land, and to submit 
themselves to the Chaldeans^ promising them secu- 
rity if they did so, and threatening them, that if they 
went into Egypt^ they should there perish miserably, 
and never see their own country again. 

Reflections. 

This chapter presents us with two reflections : I. 
That the Jews asked counsel of the Lord bv Jeremiah^ 
whether they should ^o into Egypt^ and promised, 
with an oath, to obey the commandment of the Lord, 
which, nevertheless, they did not do. Thus men seem 
sometimes sincerely to desire to know the willof God, 
and resolved to obey it, and yet follow their own will 
and break their promises. But to consult God is of 
no use, if we will not do what he commands us. II. 
God ordered the Jews to stay in Judea^ and promised 
them that they should be there in peace; whereas, if 
they went into Egypt^ thinking to escape die resent- 
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metit of the Chaldeans, and war and famine, the Di- 
vine Vengeance would pursue them there, and they 
should perish by those very scourges which they 
thought to avoid. This was the effect of the g^eat 
goodness of God, who was willing to preserve them 
in their own country, and secure' them from the mise* 
ries that were coming shortly upon the Effyptiam. 
God, in his dealings with men, affords them sufficient 
means of happiness, and forewarns them of the dan- 
gers that threaten l^m. If we follow his directions, 
we are always secure ; bpt if we reject them^ and pre- 
fer the maximis of human prudence before the way 
which God has revealed, we fallinevitably intomisery. 
Lastly, It is to bti observed, that notwithstanding all 
that Jeremiah declared to the Jews, they were oDSti-^ 
nately bent upon going into Egypt; and as the pro- 

Ehet reproached them for it, they deceitfully desired 
im to consult the Lord for diem. Strange mfidelity 
and rebellion ! The Jews think themselves secure in 
their own country, when the prophets threaten them 
with Divine judgments ; and think themselves in the 
utmost danger, when Jeremiah assures them they 
have nothing to fear. Thus men believe neither God's 
promises nor threatenings ; and by that means stop 
the current of his mercies towards them, and expose 
themselves to his severest vengeance. 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

The Jews oppose Jeremiah, who commanded 
them, in God's name, to remain in their own coun- 
try; and they go into j^w^, - carrying with them 
Jeremiah 2caa Baruch, mien the prophet was at 
Tahpahnes in Egypt, he foretold that Nehuchad- 
nezzar, king of nabylon, should destroy the Egyp^ 
tians, and their idol temples, and the Jews who had 
retired into that country. 

Rejections, 

In the behaviour of the Jews, we have an instance 
of great impiety, joined to the most notorious hypo- 
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crisy. They had promised with an oath to follow the 
advice of the prophet ; but because hiscounsel was not 
ibie to their inclinations^ they went down into 
}t; and even accused the prophet of speaking 
ly in the name of the Liord, aiid desiring to deliver 
them into the hands'of the Clialdeanim These Jews 
represent those, who upon some occasicms express 
their zeal and good intentions; but forget their pro- 
mises, and reject the most wholesome counsels^ when 
they tibwart tneir passions, and what they had secretly 

Eroposed ; till at length they proceed to o^n rebel- 
on, and cast off all restraint. However, it is remark- 
able, that God suffered Jeremiah to be carried to 
Egypt^ that he might there denounce the ruin of the 
Egyptiansj as well as of the Jews^ who had put their 
trust in them. Wherever the wicked are, the hand 
of God finds them out; and those who think to 
avoid, by disobeying him, the evils they dread, and 
to that end make use of unlawful means, by those 
very means fall into the evils they thought to shun, 
and are confounded in their hope. 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

In this prophecy, which Jeremiah pronounced in 
'Egypt against the Jews that were fled thither, the 

I)rophet reproaches them for continuinje^ in their ido- 
atry and rebellion against God, after aU the miseries 
that had befallen them; and declares, that vengeance 
should pursue them in the country whither they were 
fled, but the Jews haughtily replied, that they were 
resolved to sacrifice to idols, and to the queen of 
heaven, that is, the Moon; which made Jeremiah in- 
form (^em, that God would root them all out, except 
a small number ; and the \ax\soilEgypt should be de- 
livered into the hands of the king oi Babylon. This 
chapter deserves a particular attention. 

Refkdums. 
There are several very important reflections to be 
made upon this chapter: We see, that the Jino^ that 
were in Egypt^ were not subdued nor humbled by the 
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desolation of their country, and so obstinately con'- 
tinued in their sins, that they hearkened not to what 
Jeremiah had spoken to them in the name of the Lord* 
They eren proceed to such excess of rage and im- 
piety, as to tell him, that since they had left off sacri* 
ficing to idols, they had met with nothing but misfor- 
tunes; that this had brought upon them war and fa- 
mine ; and therefore they were resolved to continue 
to worship false s^ods. This is an example of desperate 
wickedness, and most horrid impiety, especially in a 
people that knew God, and had lately felt the weight 
of his judgments for £Eilling into idolatry. But when 
men nave once forsaken God, thev fiprow continually 
worse and worse, and so hardened, Siat adversity it- 
self cannot tame them ; and therefore God, seeing 
they are incorrigible, forsakes them utterly. Thus 
it happened to £ose unhappy Jews who retired into 
Egypt; they were destroyed with the Eayptians^ by 
war and famine, as Jeremiah and the other prophets 
had foretold ; Ndmckadnezzar conquered the king 
of Egypt : and the Jews^ who thought to find a re- 
fuge m that king's dominions, perished there in a 
nuserable manner. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

The Lord comforts Baruch^ who lamented for the 
hardness of the Jews; and promises to take care of 
him, when the city of Jerusalem should be taken by 
the Chaldeans. This should be refbrred to the time 
preceding the destruction of that city, and to the 
thirty-sixth chapter of this book. 

Reflections. 

What is here to be observed is, that the servants 
of God ought not to abandon themselves to too much 
sorrow, nor be discouraged, when their ministry is 
rejected ; but always discharge the duties of their 
calling, in full assurance that God will be their pro- 
tector. 

11 
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CHAPTER XLVL 

Jeremiah foretells, that the Egyptians should be 
twice defeated by the Babylonians ; first at Carche- 
mish on the river Euphrates^ where! Pharojoh Necho 
was conquered; and then afterwards in Egypt itself, 
where Nebuchadnezzar carried war and desolation, in 
the time of Pharoak Hophrah. Jeremiah also fore- 
tells that the Jews should return from the captivity. 
These predictions were made before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, 

Reflections, 

The predictions contained in this chapter were 
exactly accomplished, Nebuchadnezzar having twice 
defeated the Egyptians; once near the river Eu- 
phrateSy in the reign of Jehoiakimj king of Jndah; 
and the next, when he marched into Egypt^ and sub- 
dued it, and carried the inhabitants uito captivity, 
after he had taken the city of TSfre^ which happened 
after the taking of Jerusalem, By this means God 
was pleased to pimish the Egyptians^ and at the same 
time to chastise those Jews who took shelter in that 
country, contrary to the command of God, since a 
great number of Jews perished in that war. How- 
ever it must be observed, that the prophjet foretells, 
that after this, Egypt should b6 inhabited ; and, in- 
deed, the Egyptians did return into their own country, 
as Ezekiel expressly declares. Lastly, We here see, 
that God comforts the Jews^ promising to restore 
them, and destroy the nations who had oppressed 
them. Thus we see that God, amidst all the chants 
and revolution^ that happen in the world, is ever the 
preserver and protector of his church. 

CHAPTER XLVIL 

Jeremiah foretells, that the Babylonians sfaocdd 
subdue the Philistines, Tyrians, and Zidoniana. 
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Reflections. 

The Philistines^ as well as the TyriansvdiA, Zido- 
nians, were conquered and subdued by Nebuchadtuz^ 
zar ; God having determined to punish them for the 
injuries done to the Jews. 

CHAPTER XLVIIL 

Jeremiah denounces the woes that were to fall on 
the Moabites. He foretells that Neboj Kirjath-haim^ 
and Heshbon, and other cities here mentioned, should 
be destroyed, and they carried into captivity ; but 
that they should be restored* 

Re/lections. 

This chapter contains a very particular detail of 
the calamites that were to come upon the Moabites 
in all their cities, and throughout their whole coim- 
try ; which is exactly conformable to what the pro- 
phet Isaiah had foretold before, as we read in the 
1 5th and 16th chapters of his prophecy. All this was 
fulfilled soon after the takim^ of Jerusakmy when the 
Chaldeans came and rav^ed that country. We learn 
from this chapter, that <£eir idolatry, dieir insuffer/- 
able pride, and the insults they had offered to the 
Jews^ drew upon them the severe efiects oi the Di- 
vine vengeance. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

The prophet denounces the judgments of God 
against the Ammonites^ the EdomiteSf the Syrians^ 
the Arabians, and the Elamites. 

Rejkctions. 

In this chapter we see, that when Jerusalem was 
assaulted and taken by the Chaldeans^ and the Jews 
carried into captivity, God poured out his judgments 
upon the nations here mentioned. God treated them 
thus, because they had very much injured his people; 
and to convince those idolatrous nations, that the God 

1 
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whom the Jew* worshipped was the only true God, 
and the supreme Lora of all things. And that it 
might be past doubt he was the dispenser of all these 
'events, he was pleased his prophets should foretell 
them beforehand, and commit their predictions to 
writing; and the exact completion of these prophe- 
cies prove the divine authority of them. 

CHAPTER L. 

This chapter declares that the idols of Babylonj 
whose names were Bel and Merodach, should be de- 
stroyed; and that the Babylonians should be de- 
stroyed by the Medes and Persians, after they had 
oppressed the Jews, and other nations mentioned in 
the for^;oing chapters; and that then the Jews 
would be set at liberty, and return into their own 
country. 

JRefiections. 

This prophecy foretells two considerable events; 
the destruction of the Babylonians, and the deliver- 
ance of the Jews. As to the first of these events, it 
is to be observed, that after God had chastised the 
Jews, the Egyptians, and other nations, whose ruin 
Jeremiah had foretold, by means of the kin^ of Ba- 
hylon; the Babylonians themselves were punished in 
their turn, and fell under the dominion of tlie Medes 
and Persians. God thought fit it should happen, as 
Jeremiah foretold it woum, to prove that the gods of 
the Babylonians were but fiilse gods, to confound 
their pnde, and to punish them for their injustice 
and tyranny, and particularly for reviling the true 
God, destroyinjr his temple, abolishing his worship, 
and oppressine^ nis people. The other event taken 
notice of in this prophecy, is the deliverance of the 
Jews, which happened at the same time; they bein^ 
set at liberty by Cyms king of Persia, after ne had 
taken Babylon, andwere afterwards protected by the 
successors of that prince. In the completion of these 
two predictions of JeremtoA, let us acimowledge the 
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truth and divinity of these prophecies, and at the 
same time the power of God, his justice and love to ' 
his people. iJastly, God revealed these things, to 
JieretnuJi^ and would have the Jews informed of 
them, in order to support and comfort them when 
they were going to fidl into the hands of the Chal- 
deans. 

CHAPTER LI. 

The prophet continues to foretell the destruction 
of Babylon and the Babylonish empire. He says, that 
after God has chastised several nations, and especially 
the Jews, by means of the Isingof Babylon, tnat city 
should be taken; that the Babylonish monarchy 
should be destroyed ; and that then the captive Jews 
should be set at liberty, and return to Jerusalem with 
joy. This prophecy Jeremiah gave in writing to Se- 
raiah one of ZedekiaKs principal olBBcers, wno was 
going to Babylon with a message from the king his 
master; he ordered him to react it as soon as he ar- 
rived there, and when he had done reading it, to 
fasten it to a stone, and throw it into the river jEu- 
phrates: thereby to express the certainty of the de- 
struction of that city. 

Refleetions* 
This very remarkaole prophecy, which was ful- 
filled threescore years after it was first made, is an 
exact prediction of the taking of Babylon, and of 
the several circumstances attending that memorable 
event Jeremiah says, that great city would be 
taken by the Medes and Persians after a long siege ; 
that though the inhabitants of Bah/Ion thought 
themselves secure in the strength of their city, and 
the advantage of their situation, since it was sur- 
rounded by the waters of the river Euphrates^ yet 
the enemies should enter in, after they had turned 
the course of that river, and dried up the other waters 
that were about the city. He adds that the king of 
Babylon should not hear the news, till the enemies 
had entered the city at one end : and that this shoidd 
come upon him, when he was in the. height of joy. 
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and feastmff widi the nobles of hk kingdom. He 
says, that the high and lofty walls of that city slMmkl 
be tvoken down, and no remains be left of its former 
grandeur. All this perfectly agrees with what Danul 
and other histcnians inform us conoemiDg the taking 
of tliat great dty, and the end of the BabyUmish em- 
pire. When Jeremiah and the other prophets fore- 
told these things^ the Babyhmums were at the height 
of their power and glory; they carried their conquests 
on every side, ana made all submit to their aomi- 
nion; they wer^ even then upon the very point of 
destroying the J!no«,and laying Jerusalem waste; and 
yet the prophet dedared tliat the Babylonians them- 
selves should be made desolate, and their city taken, 
bumt»and utterly overthrown, by princes who should 
set the Jews at libertv, and cause Jerusalem to be 
rebuilt. There is sucn a character of majesty in all 
this, as evidently proves the divine ori^nal of these 
prophecies. God utiought fit these predictions shoidd 
oe read in Babylon^ for the consolation of the Jews 
that were already tliere, and of those that were in a 
few years to be carried thither ; and to teach them 
that this revolution, so fatal to the Babylonians^ 
would be very advantageous to the Jewish nation, 
which would then be set at liberty. 

CHAPTER LII. 

This is an account of the destruction oiJerusakuh 
which, after a lon^ siege, was taken by the kiqg of 
BabyUm, The city and temple were biyrnt; and 
Zedeikiah and the princes of Jerusalem taken and 
carried to Babylon with the people. The same 
history we read in the 2&th chapter of the Second 
Book of Kinffs* With this history ends the Book 
of the Prophet Jeremiah, 

Befi^ctions. 

This history qffers to our consideration one of the 
ma^ remarkable events that ever happened, which is 
the Ui^goi Jerusalem hy the Chijddeans. This city, 
after it Imd held out a long sieee, and endured a se« 
vere famine, was taken by assaidt, burnt, and utterly 
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destroyed. The temple itself was involved in this 
general destruction; and God, who had put his name 
there, and set that place apart for his worship, per- 
mitted the Babylonians to profane and burn it, sifter 
they had stript it of every thing that was .most valua- 
ble ; so that holy place remained desolate, and the 
divine service entirely ceased to be performed in it. 
By which God revenged on the Jews, the profanation 
of the temple, and showed likewise, that the service 
which had been there established was not always to 
subsist. King Zedekiah was put in chains and carried 
to Babylon, having his own eyes put out, after he had 
seen his sons slain in his presence* This was a judg- 
ment of God upon that king, who, by his perjury and 
rebellion against the king m Babylon, and by his ob- 
stinacy, haA brought all these miseries upon his do- 
minions. The priests and the rulers w^e also put to 
death, as the prophet had threatened them, and as 
they deserved, since, instead of feithfully dischaiging 
their duty, they had seduced the people into all man- 
ner of wickedness. Lastly, The people were not 
spared ; almost all the Jews perished by the famine 
or by the sword; and of those who escaped the rage 
of tne Babylonians, some were carried into captivity, 
and others remained in Judea, in a very low and 
wretched condition. Thus God accomplished the 
many threatenings he had denounced against the Ji?tr« 
by hiB prophets, and showed, that those who persist 
in oifending him, become at length examples of his 
justice ; and that even his covenant does not secure 
them from his judgments. However, it is worth no- 
tice, that the king oi Babylon treated Jehaiakim, king 
of Judah, very kindly, who had been captive foy a 
long time in that city : this was an instance of the 
goodness of God towards the captive Jews, and a 
preparing the way for their return into their own 
country, which came to pass, after the seventy years 
of their captivity were elapsed. 

The end of the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 



THE 



LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

^ Thig book contains the lamentations and complaints 

which the prophet Jeremiah pronounced upon the 
desolation of Jerusalem^ when that city was taken 
hy the Chaldeans^ and together with the temple 
burnt and destroyed^ and the Jews carried away 
captives to Babylon. 

CHAPTER I. 

I. The prophet complains that Jerusalem^ which 
was once in so flourishing a condition, was laid waste, 
the people carried into captivity, and the divine ser- 
vice abolished. II. He confesses, that all these mise- 
ries happened to the Jews because of their rebellion 
^;ainst God. III. He beseeches him to have com- 
passion on them, and to restrain the malice of their 
enemies. 

Reflections after reading the Chapter. 

^ I. The destruction of Jerusalem affords us a woeful 

instance of Divine justice. The severity of tUs j ustice 
appears, not only in the city's being taken, and the 
people exposed to the fury of their enemies, and car- 
riea into captivity ; but more especially in the burn- 
ing of the temple, and the suppression of the divine 
service. After such an example as this, no one can 
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doubt but God will severely revenge the contempt 
men offer to his covenant, his worship, and the invi- 
tetions of his mercy. 11. As Jeremiah lamented and 
bewailed this desolation, so all those who love God 
are most sensibly afflicted, when they see men pro- 
voke God by their sins, and his church exposed to 
suffennp. And as the prophet owns, that all the cala- 
mities that befel the Jewg were the just punishment 
of their sins ; we ought likewise to adore the ririite- 
ousness of God, in all the evils that happen to us, and 
receive them as chastisements which we have brought 
upon ourselves. Lastly, In imitation otJeremiah,%e 
must zealously implore God's mercy when he is pro- 
voked against us ; and above all, pray fervently for 
he peace and deliverance of the church. 

CHAPTER IL 

Jeremiah continues to bewail the desolation of Je- 
rusalem^ of the temjjle of Judea, and of the whole 
Jewish nation.^ He gives a most affecting description 
of their miseries, and implores God's mercy. 

ReJUctiims. 

This chapter engages us to make three reflections : 
I. The first relates to the miseries that befel the Jeics 
in the loss of alltheirprivileges,andof theDivinepro- 
tection; in the destruction of their city and temple,* 
and in the evils they endured, through war, famine, 
and captivity. In all tnese melancholyeven ts, Jeremiah 
acknowledges the just judgment of God on that peo- 
ple, who had abused the fevours he had conferred on 
them with so bountiful a hand. This the prophet had 
threatened the J^« with;andthese things Moses had 
foretold would befall them. II. It is to be observed, 
that though the Babylonians had reduced the Jew^ 
to that deplorable condition they were then in, yet the 
prophet attributes all these misfortunes to God; and 
says it was God himself who had cast off his people, 
and delivered his temple, his altars, and his city, into 
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the bands ef the idcrfatets. The enemies of the Jews 
could not have hturt them, if God had not withdrawn 
his protection from the people whidi he had cho^n. 
Goa is the dispenser of afflictions to mankind; but in 
his ehiureh, particiklarly, nothing happens widiout hk 
will. Lastly, we should consider^ that when God ^ns 
exposes his churdi to suffeiings, he does not design 
to destroy it, but only to refatm and purifr it by ok 
corrections. We should pass the same judgment on 
all the evils thibt heML men in Ais life. 



CHAPTER III. 

In this chapter, which has three parts, I. Jeremiah 
represents, by several figured, %he deplorable istate of 
p the Jews, tl. He comforts himself, and acknow- 

ledges the love of God in punishing his people, and 
takes occasion to diow, that afflictions are necessary 
to men ; that God, in strict justice, dispenses mod 
and evil ; ancl he exhorts the Jews to confess uieir 
sins, and be converted. Lastly, He resumes his de- 
scription of the miserable state, of the Jewsy implores 
the assistance of God in their behalf, and foretells the 
destruction of the Babylonians^ and their other ene- 
mies. 

R^ciiaTiS. 

This chapter is very proper for the instruction and 
comfort of persons in affliction. In it we learn, I. That 
God exposes men to various evils ; that he punislies 
them sometimes withgreatseverity^andreduces^them 
to such a coiiditioB9. that he seems to have quite for- 
saken them, and IdTt them without hope <^ r^Redy* 
^ 11. Jeremiah teaches* us, thiat Grod does not wiUingly 

afflict them, but does- it with Justice, «nd even witli 
mercy ; and thatwhen he ohasttses men, lie di^es not 
cast tnem off utterly, but only proposes to briaft' them 
back to himself. Jeremiah tells us herevqM^n, that af- 
flictions are very useful and necessary for us ; that 
it is ^ood for a man to bear the yoke in his youth ; 
that It is by sufferings we learn to seek God ; and 
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that dven too it k.duut God draws bigh to us, since 
he is always gracioas to those who hope in him, and 
to the soul that seeketh hint. III. The prophet teaches 
us aMin, that good and «vil proceed from the com- 
mand of the Most High ; and thai; nothing is done 
here below, but fay his will. He instructs us in the 
duty of persons in affliction^ sayings that man ought 
iMt to compinin for the punishment of his suis ; out 
he ought to search and try his toaysj and lift tip his 
heart and hands to Oad, coibfessing and Jfonsaking his 
sins. Lastly, Jeremiah assures us, dttt God is ap- 
peased towards tliose who humble themsdves &us 
under affliction, and improve under his rod. This 
doctrine should be well understood and remembered, 
to be used at all times, particularly in the time of 
adversity. 

CHAPTER IV. 

In this chapter, which consists of three parts, I. 
Jereniiah describes the terrible judgments of God 
upon the Jews, and compares the happy state they 
were in before theii* ruin, with the deplorable con- 
dition they wer6 then in. ll. He says, that their re- 
bellion, and chiefly the sins of the priests and the pro- 
Jhets, had brought all'these miseries upon them. III. 
le prophesies, that God would deliver his people, 
and denounces tibe Divine wrath ^^inst their ene- 
mies, and particularly against the Edomites. 

Mejkctidns. . . 

We are to consider in this chapter, I. The ^eat 
change that happened in the condition of the Jews, 
who from a pi^osperouls stale were reduced to the 
^matest misery, being deprived lof^ the advantages 
wey enjoyed, and overwhelmed with all imaginable 
erriis T ^ (^^ poured out upon them all the (fierce- 
ness i»f his wratL Thus we see, how those who have 
been the most favoured of God, feel bis severest 
vengeance when they abuse his mercies* IL Jere" 
imaA says, that alt tiiies^ mercies came upon the Jews 
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for their 811189 and particularly for the sins of the pnn 
phets, and the iniquities of their priests. These re* 
markable words show, that one thin^ which most pro~ 
yokes the wrath of God, is the impiety of persons of 
a public character, and especially of the ministers of 
reu^on, because theb deprayity is oommonly fol- 
lowed by the corruption of the people. III. The 
threatenings here denounced by the prophet against 
the Edomitesy were occasioned by their rejoicing at 
the ruin of the Jews ; and eyen contributing towards 
it. From whence it appears, that if those whom 
God loves are not sparea, the wicked and ungodly 
have no reason to flatter themselyes they shall 
escape unpunished. 

CHAPTER V. 

This chapter is a prayer, in which Jeremiah in- 
treats the Lord to have compassion upon Jemsakm 
and the Jews ; he represents the greatness of their 
desolation, confesses that they were justly punished 
for tibe sins of their Ceithers, and earnestly begs of 
God to restore Jerusalem and his people to their 
former state. 

Reflections, 

I. The fenrent zeal with which the prophet be- 
seeches the Lord to haye compassion on his people, 
should excite us at all times to pray earnestly for the 
prosperity of the Church, and the supply of all its 
wants, whether it be exposed to sufferings, or yice and 
impiety make cruel hayoc in it. II. These words 
of the prophet should be taken particular notice of; 
Our fathers have sinned^ and are not ; and we have 
home their iniquities. We must not imagine, thi^t 
God, who is just and ffood, punishes chil(&en, so as 
to exclude them from nis mercy, for the sins which 
their fathers have committed ; but it often happens, 
that God, to chastise the fathers, and for the good of 
the children themselyes, exposes tliem in this life to 
the calamities which their fathers, by their sins, haye 
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brought upon them. This the captive Jews at Baby' 
Ian experienced; and this God had threatened them 
with, when he says in the law, that he would punish 
the iniquities of the fathers upon the children^ unto the 
third and fourth generation ; as we daily see it hap - 

Eens in the course of his providence. Lastly, The 
umble and earnest prayer which Jeremiah made to 
God to restore the Jewish nation, shows, that when 
God corrects us, and uses us with the greatest seve- 
rity, we should have recourse to him by a serious 
repentance, and implore his mercy ; which is the 
omy way to procure a renewal of his &vours. 



The end of the Book of Lamentations. 
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THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



EZEKIEL. 



ARGUMENT. 

Ezekiel prophesied in Chaldea^ where he was with 
the Jews who had been carried thither with king J<?- 
hoiakim^ abovt eleven years before the destruction 
of Jertisalem. He prophesied from the Jifth year 

- of the captivity, for the space of about twenty 
years; while Jeremiah ai Jerusalem wasfoteteUing 
the same things, Ezekiel was sent by God to in- 
struct and exhort the Jews that were in Chaldea, 
and to foretell the desolation that was to come upon 
the Jews who were still in Judeaj the taking of 
Jerusalem, the ruin of several nations, the deliver' 
ance of the captive Jews, the coming of the Mes- 
siah, the calling of the Gentiles, and the establish" 
ment of the kingdom of God* 

CHAPTER !• 

EZEKIEL relates, I. The time and place where 
God called him. II. A vision which he saw. 
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Reflections after rending the chapter, 

. There axe two things that here require our atten- 
tioD, namely, the calling of Ezekid^ and the vision be 
received from God. I. The calling of the prophet, 
and the conuuand he received from God to decbure 
die things ccmtaiiied in this Book, enga^ us to 
hearken to it with aJitendon and respect II. The 
magnificent vision of the four living creatures, and 
of tne four wheels which Ezekiel saw, was a repre- 
sentation of God's glory, which tended to convmoe 
diie prophet, that God had appeared unto him. It 
signified, likewise, that God is every where present; 
that his knowledge and power are infinite ; that he 

foverns all things by his providence ; and as it was 
y his will Jerusalem was destroyed, so he would 
onange its condition, and bring the Jews again from 
their captivity, in a way known only to himself. 

CHAPTER 11. 

I. God commands Ezekiel to speak to the Jewsj 
and to reproach them for their ingratitude. II. He 
shows him a roll, or a book filled with curses. 

Reflections* 

The order Ezekiel received from God to speak to 
the Jews^ and to tell them boldly and without fear all 
that he should command him to declare unto them, 
shows, that those who are sent by God ought to dis- 
charge their commission with zeal, without fearing 
the malice of men ; and always to declare the will of 
the Lord, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. It appears likewise from hence, that those 
who are warned, are inexcusable if they neglect to 
improve by it. The vision of that Book, which wavS 
filled with lamentations and woes, signified, that the 
curses which God had denounced against the Jews by 
Moses and the prophets, were going to fall heavy upon 
them ; and that mey would soon be reduced to the 
most deplorable condition. 

o2 
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CHAPTER III. 

I. God orders Ezekiel to eat a roll, or a book : 
which signified, that he was to hearken to the word of 
the Lord, and write it in his own heart ; that he 
should execute the command he received, to speak to 
the Jews in Chaldea, and not to fear them, though 
they should be obstinate in their sins : This vision, 
which the prophet had already seen, was repeated. 
II. Ezekiel jgoes to the Jews that were at Telabib, 
where God instructs him agsin in the duties of his 
office, confirms him in his calling by a vision which 
he had before shown him : and warns him again of 
the obstinacy and perverseness of the Jews, 

Re/lections, 

I. The first thing to be observed on this chapter is, 
that God tells the prophet, he sent him not to strange 
nations, but to the Jews ; and that nevertheless they 
would not hear him. God is so kind as to prevent 
men by his grace, and make himself known to them; 
but they who ought to be most attentive to his voice, 
and have received the greatest favours from him, are 
often the most hardened in iniquity. II. It is to be 
considered, that although God knew the obstinacy of 
the Jews^ he was pleased nevertheless to send Ezekiel 
to exhort them : by which we see, on one hand, that 
God warns even those who are most corrupt; and that 
if they do not make a right use of it, he will punish 
them with justice ; and, on the other hand, that the 
prospect, or fear of ill success, should not prevent the 
ministers of the Lord from discharging their duty. III. 
The promises God made Ezekiel to assist him, ought 
to fill with confidence all those who walk faithfuUy in 
the duties of their calling. IV. Let us above all 
observe, that when God a second time caused Ezekiel 
to behold his glory, he most expressly charged him to 
warn the i,ews from him ; telling him, that he ap- 
pointed him as a watchman over them ; that if he 
warned not the wicked, and even the righteous, who 
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had tamed away from their righteousness, they should 
die in their sins, but that he should be accountable 
for their loss ; whereas if he faithfully warned them, 
he should deliver his own soul. This shows with what 
zeal those who watch over the souls of men, and are 
to eive an account, ought to discharge their ministry, 
ana to warn sinners, and even good men, if they 
would not be responsible before God for their souls, 
should they perish through their feult This teaches 
us likewise, that those who are warned, and do not 
beware, are without excuse. 

CHAPTER IV. 

In this chapter we have a figurative rnd prophetical 
description of the siege oi Jerusalem^ aiid of the famine 
that would be in that city during the siege. 

Reflections. 

On this chapter let it be remarked, that God for- 
merly represented, by visions and sensible images, 
what he thought fit to reveal to the prophets ; and 
that they likewise used to represent, by the same 
images and extraordinary actions, what was to come 
to pass. The 390 days, in which Ezekiel lay on his 
left side, signified, that Jerusalem should be besieged 
so many days ; and these 390 days answered to the 
390 years which passed between the time that idol- 
atry was introduced by Jeroboam^ and the taking 
of Jerusalem, The forty days that the prophet lay 
on his right side, denoted, tnat from the taking of 
that city, till the Chaldeans had made an end of burn- 
ing ana plundering it, would be so many days; and 
the like number of years passed after God nad de- 
clared, iriHhe reig^ of Josiak, that the destruction of 
that city was irreversibly determined. The mean 
and uncommon food of the prophet, all that time, sig- 
nified the great famine that would be in Jerusalem 
during the siege. The Lord was pleased thus to re- 
veal beforehand to Ezekiel^ what was shortly to happen 

o 3 
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to the iohabitants of Jerusalem, that the Jews^ espe- 
cially those who were in Chaldean might not doubt of 
the execution of the threatenings which God had de- 
nounced against their countrymen. 

CHAPTER V. 

God commands EzekieiU^^aBye his head and beard, 
to burn one part of the hair, to cut another part with 
a sword, to cast another part to the wind, and to shut 
up the rest This was another of the mysterious 9j^ 
tions of the prophet, which was to sigmfy, that the 
Jews who were at Jerusalem should be destroyed, some 
by pestilence and femine, some by war ; that others 
should be dispersed throughout the world, and that a 
small number of them should be preserved. 

Reflections, 

We have, in this chapter, a very express type of 
the evils that befell the Jews, when the Chaldeans be- 
sieged and took Jerusalem, Great numbers of them 
perished by the pestilence ; many were carried oflFby 
famine during tne siege ; others were slain by the 
enemies ; and those wbo escaped these misfortunes 
were dispersed and sent into captivity. II. The pro- 
phet, when he proposed this emblem of the t7^/ de- 
struction, declared that they should be overtaken 
with these plagues, because they had rejected God's 
ordinances, and profaned his sanctuary; and espe- 
cially, because they had imitated, and even exceeded 
the neighbouring nations in their idolatry. He tells 
them, that for this reason God would punish them in 
the sight of those nations ; and that as they had ex- 
ceeded the other nations in wickedness, he would do 
such things to them as he had never done before, and 
would execute his judgments upon them with wrath 
jand fury. Thus God punishes men for their rebellion^ 
suiting their punishment to their crimes, and treating 
those with the greatest severity, who have had the 
greatest share in his favours, when they ungratefuDy 
abuse them. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

In this chapter, which is a continuation of the pro- 
phecy in the foregoing, Ezekiel prophesies against 
Jndea^ and foreteus, I. That the cities and places 
where the Jews had committed their idolatries diould 
be destroyed, and they should perish by war, famine, 
and pestilence. II. xlat there should be a remnant 
of them preservied and restored, after they had been 
captivesin strange countries. 

jRefiections. 

THfiR£ are three things to be considered in this 
chapter, I. That the inhabitants of Jerusalem^ and of 
all Jndeoj felt those miseries which Ezekiel had de- 
nounced against them, as we learn from the account 
of what happetied during the siege, and at the taking 
of that city. God thought fit these things should be 
foretold beforehand, that, as it is observed in this 
chapter, the Jews^ when they came to pass, might 
confess, that the word of the Lord had not been 
spoken in vain, and might be encouraged to turn 
to him. II. Since Ood thus dealt with the Jews^ to 
punish their sins, and especially their idolatry, we 
may from hence learn, that he particularly abhors 
idolatry 5 and that he severely revenges the infidelity 
of those who know him, and, notwithstanding that, 
despise his laws, and profane his worship. III. Amidst 
these threatenings of the prophet, and all these ex- 
pressions of Ooas wrath, we see evident tokens of 
his goodness, promising to spare the remnant of the 
Jewsy and to restore those that should remember him 
and be converted ; which is an assurance to us, that 
those whom God is most provoked with, may still 
become the objects of his love, if they acknowledge 
and bewail their sins, and make a right use of his 
chastisements, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ezekiel continues to describe the min of the Jews : 
He declares that the end, that is, the time of their 
desolation was come : that God would spare them no 
longer, and that he would shortly take vengeance of 
their idolatry and other sins, causing them to perish 
by the sword, by pestilence, and by mmine ; driving 
them out of their own country, sending them into 
captivity, and giving their land to strangers, 

' JReflections. 

These repeated threatenings of Ezekiel against 
the Jews that were still at Jerusalem^ which were all 
accomplished, should serve for a warning and ex- 
ample, to teach us, that after God has a long time 
borne with sinners, he will at last infallibly exe- 
cute his threatenings. The certainty and severity of 
God'sjudgments appear in his express and positive de- 
claration, that he would no longer spare the Jeios^ 
nor take pity on them. We must not think to rely 
upon the mercy of God, while we remain in a state 
of impenitence; since there is a time when the 
ffoodness and patience of the Lord are at an end 
There is another thing to be taken notice of on this 
subject, which is, that the prophet here declares, that 
neither the riches of the Jetos, nor any other advan- 
tages, could save them from the shame and desolar 
tion that threatened them; from whence we may 
gather, that nothing can screen men from the wrath 
of God when they persist in their sins. 

CHAPTER VIIL 

God carries Ezekiel to Jeruscdem in a vision, and 
there shows him the many abominations committed 
by die Jews, in worshipping all sorts of idols ; and he 
protests he will pour upon them all his wrath. 
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Re/kcHons, 

The subject of this chapter is well worthy our at- 
tention. We see here, that the Jews at Jerusalem, a 
little before their destruction, had ffiven themselves 
up to the greatest abominations. They worshipped 
the sun, and the images of all kinds of beasts ; their 
women paid an abominable worship to the idols of 
the Egyptians ; and to complete their impiety, thev 
committed this execrable idolatry, not only in their 
houses, but even in the temple itself. These horrid 
crimes prove, that they had carried their impieties 
to the highest pitch, and that no good was to oe ex- 
pected from them. Farther, we may observe, that 
God revealed all these abominations of the Jews in a 
vision to Ezekiel, to convince him, and the Jews that 
were with him in Chaldea, that the destruction of 
Jerusalem was inevitable and truly just. This shows 
likewise that God knows all things, that men cannot 
hide the knowledge of their sins from him, though 
they should commit them in the dark, and never so 
secretly, and therefore cannot escape his judgment. 

CHAPTER IX. 

In this chapter, which is a continuation of the vi- 
sion mentioned in the foregoing, God, after he had 
showed Ezekiel the abominations and idolatries of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, commands the ministers of 
his vengeance to destroy them; but to spare the good 
men that were still among them, setting a mark on 
their foreheads. And as the prophet took occasion to 
ask God, whether he would utterly destroy the Jews ; 
he answered, that he would spare them no longer. 

Rejleciions, 

This chapter engages us to make these three re- 
flections. 1. We are carefully to consider the com- 
mand which God gave to the ministers of his wrath, 
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to slay and root out old and young, women and chil- 
dren. This the Chaldeans executed when they took 
Jenualem ; the inhabitants of that city perished in a 
miserable manner, by &mine, by fire, and sword, the 
enemies being regardless of every age, sex, or condi- 
tion. This is a terrible instance of tne wrath of God, 
which ought to inspire us with a dread of his judg- 
ments. IL We should seriously reflect upon the order 
which God gave his angel, to mark and spare all such 
as grieved and sighed because of the abominations that 
were committed m Jerusalem. These words represent 
the character of good men, and of God's elect, who 
afflict themselves at the sight of other men's sins. We 
may also observe here, how dear to God zealous and 
pious persons are ; what care he takes of them, and 
now he spares them when he punishes the ungodly. 
The same promises are made in Holy Scripture to sul 
God's faithful servants, and to those who shall keep 
themselves undefiled in the midst of the corruptions of 
the world. Lastly, it is to be well considered, that 
when Ezekiel inquired of God, whether he would de- 
stroy his people, God answered, that the sins of the 
Jews were too great not to be avenged ; that they had 
carried their impiety so fiar as to say. The Lord hath 
forsaken the land, and the Lord seeih not ; and there- 
fore that he would have no pity on them. When 
men have arrived to a certain degree of wickedness; 
when they have lost all fear of God, and every thing 
is in tlie utmost disorder, God is, as it were, obliged 
to execute justice, and his mercy gives place to his 
vengeance. 

CHAPTER X. 

This chjq)ter continues the vision related in the two 
former chapters. Ezekiel saw an appearance, like that 
which he Imd already seen, which is described in the 
beginning of this !fiook ; but this last appearance 
was attended with two particular circumstances ; one 
was, that the prophetsaw anangel scattering burning 
coals over the dty of Jertisalem ; and the other, that 



X. XI.] EKEKIEL. 299 

he saw the glory of God depart from the temple 
and from the city. 

ReflectioTis. 

God wajs pleased the virion, which Ezekiel had 
seen at the beginning of his ministry, should be re- 
peated, to connrm his predictions, and to show still 
more expressly that JenisdlemvfoxM. shortly be burnt 
and destroyeo, and the temple deprived of God's 
presence and protection. The coals of fire which 
the angel scattered over the city, signified, that it 
should be burnt by the Chaldeans. It is said, that the 
angel took these coals from between the cherubims, by 
the command of God, to show that this destruction 
proceeded from the Lord. The prophet saw particu- 
larly the glory of the Lord go up from the cherubims, 
and light upon the door of the sanctu^y, and from 
thence upon the door of the court; which showed, that 
God was going to withdraw himself from that place. 
This is the general design or meaning of this vision ; 
which is a lively representation of the severe ven- 
geance which God was going very shortly to take of 
tne Jews^ for the sins committed in Jerusalem^ and their 
pro&ning the temple and the service of God. 

CHAPTER XL 

This chapter is a continuation of the former, in 
which Ezekiel finishes his accoimt of the vision he had 
seen. I. God informs him, that the inhabitants o( Je- 
rusalem would soon experience his most severe judg- 
ments, though they thought they had nothing to fear ; 
of which the sudden death of Petaliah^ one of the 
princes of the people, was a sign. II. The prophet 
declares, that tnough the Jews who were at Jerusa- 
lem^ thought they should dwell in their own country, 
rather than those who were already captives at Ba- 
hylon ; yet that these should be recalled, and that 
God would bless all among them that should truly 
turn to him. III. After mis, the prophet saw the 
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glory of the Lord, which had rested upon the door 
of the court of the temple, withdraw entirely from 
the city ; which siraified that it would soon be for- 
saken by God. This vision being ended, the prophet 
told ^e vision to the Jews in Cnaldea* 

Ructions. 

We find by this chapter, that there were at Jerusa- 
2em, just before the destruction of that city, very many, 
even among the chief men, who scoffed at the threat- 
eningsof the prophet, and save the people pernicioiis 
counsel. Tins spirit of infidelity and irrebgion is al- 
ways a forerunner of the divine vengeance, especially 
when those who are in authority are infected. This 
God testified, when he declareo, that he knew all the 
thoughts of those rebelliousand unbelieving Jeu7«;and 
that ne would cause the sword to come upon them. 
From thence we likewise learn, that God knows dis- 
tinctly all the actions, and all the thoufi^hts of men, and 
that he judges them all according to their works. The 
similitude of a caldron, or pot in which flesh is boiled, 
signified, that part of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
should perish in that city, and that the rest should be 
taken from thence, and put to death in the land of 
Israeli and in other places, by their enemies. The 
promises which God adds to these threatening^ in 
behalf of the Jews that were captives in Chaldea^ de- 
claring he would bring them a^in into the land of 
Israjely show, that God is merciful and gracious, even 
whenhe is displaying his severest judgments; but they 
prove at the same time, that he exercises his goodness 
only towards such sinners as have a new heart and a 
new spirit, and fear his name ; and that to those who 
follow their own irregular affections, he renders ac- 
cording to their deserts. Lastly, we here see, that the 
glory of the Lord, which had withdrawn from the 
sanctuary, afterwards from the temple, and at length 
sorsook tiie city entirely, implied, that God was gomg 
utterly to forsake Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

• 

I. God commands the prophet to go out of his house 
at the beginning of the night with his &ce covered; 
which was to show, that Zedekiah the king should fly 
from Jertuakm by night ; that he should be taken by 
the Chaldeans, and be carried to Babylon ; that he 
should die in that city, but should not see it, because 
his eyes would be put out II. The prophet likewise 
foretells the destruction and captivity of the people of 
Jerusalem. Lastly, he declares, by order of God, that 
the threatenings of the Lord's prophets were shortly 
to be put in execution, though the Jews imagined 
they would not be fulfilled of a long time. 

B^jleqfians. 

... I. We meet in this chapter with a very clear 
representation of all that was shortly to happen to 
king Zedekiah and the Jews when Jerusalem should 
be taken by the Chaldeans; namely, that that prince 
should fall into the hand of his enemies ; that he 
should attempt to fly by night from Jerusalem ; that 
he should be taken, and have his eyes put out ; that 
he should go to Babylon, but not see it; that the 
princes of Jerusalem should be slain ; and that the 
people should be carried into captivity. This pre- 
diction, which was literally and in every circumstance 
fulfilled, proves very clearly, that God has a perfect 
knowledge of futurity, and tnat all things are directed 
by his providence. God gave the Jews in Chaldea 
notice of all this, that they might not envy the condi-* 
tion of their brethren who were still in Jerusalem. 
II. It is to be observed, that God here declares, he 
was resolved to disperse the Jews among the nations, 
that the abominations and the sins with wnich they had 
provoked him to wrath might be known among them. 
This shows tliat God dispenses his corrections with jus- 
tice ; and that the end which he proposes in chastising 
men, is to bring them to a confession of their sins, and 
to repentance, and at tlie same time to make them serve 
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for an example to others. III. Another thing this 
chapter teaches us is, that the Jews^ though they were 
tatremely guilty, and upon the point of perishing, 
lived in profound security; that they did not appre- 
hend the threatenings of die prq>hets, or at least be- 
lieved it would be a long while before the threatening 
would be aocomplished; which security of theirs made 
them impatient, and occasioned their utter destruc- 
tion. It IS a dangerous thing to flatter ourselves when 
God threatens us, and to defer our conversion when 
he sends us warning of our danger; but a salutary 
dread, attended with a speedy conversion, is the sure 
nd only way to prevent his judgements. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Ezekiel denounces the judgment of God against 
those prophets and prophetesses who falsely pretend- 
ed to divine inspiration, and promised peace to the 
eople of Israel^ at a time when there was no peace 
or them, and they were going to be destroyed; and 
he threatens also such as should hearken to these 
false prophets, with the same miseries. 

Reflections. 

The destruction of Jerusalem fully verified all that 
Ezekiel\LdA said in this chapter, and the event show- 
ed, that those prophets who desired to persuade the 
people that no harm would happen to them, were im- 
postors, and that JSr^Ate? was really sent to them, from 
God. From hence we are to learn two things : I. 
That the ministers of the Lord commit a very gpreat 
sin, and expose themselves to a dreadful condemna- 
tion, when instead of boldly reproving impenitent sin- 
ners, and threatening them with the anger of God, 
they soothe them in their crimes, and fill them with a 
ftlse confidence. The prophet expresses the sin of 
these false teachers, saying, that tney seduced the 
people, promising them peace when there was no 
peace; that they davbed the wall with untempered 
fnortar; and thai they sewed pillows to all amJioles. 
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This should be a powerful engagement to all those 
who are called to the sacred ministry, to discharge 
the will of God fiuthfuUy, lest if they flatter sinners 
with vain and groundlesspromises, they expose them- 
selves likewise to the Divine vengeance. II. Since 
God threatens the people with his judgments for 
hearkening to false prophets, it is evident that those 
who suffer themselves to be deceived, shall likewise 
bear the punishment of their iniquities; especially 
if they have, as the Jews had, means to be instructed 
in the will of God and their duty. It follows likewise 
from hence, that as we ought to shun false teachers 
and seducers, so ought we to love and hearken to 
f oee who with zeaf and sincerity discharge their 
duty. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

I. This chapter contains complaints and threaten- 
ings agmnst t£e hypocritical Jews, who made as if 
they desired to learn the will of God, and to consult 
his prophets, whilst they worshipped idols, and heark<* 
ened to false prophets rather than to the true ser- 
vants of God. Ezekiel tells them, the Lord was 
going to display his most severe vengeance on the 
seducers, and them that hearkened to tnem. II. God 
declares, that when he should resolve to punish a 
country by any of his plagues, the good in that coun* 
try might be preserved, but could not save others ; 
by which God meant to show, that the ruin of the 
J^^was inevitable; that he had resolved to display 
all his sore judgments at once upon them ; and that 
the small number of good men that remained among 
them should not secure them. 

Reflections, 

I. It appears from this chapter, that it is gross im- 
piety and hypocrisy to pretend to inquire of uie Lord, 
and to attend to his word, while our heart is far from 
him, and we are resolved to persevere in our sins. 
II. That when God has sufficiently made known his 

12 



304 EZEKIEL. [chap. 

will to men, and they, notwithstanding, err from the 
right way, obstinately following their own wills and 
imaginations, he in his just judgment forsakes them; 
and then meeting with seducers they give ear to lies 
rather than the truth. Thus it happened to the Jews; 
instead of following the wholesome counsels God had 
given them by his prophets, they adhered to impos- 
tors, and perished with them when Jerusalem was 
taken, as Ezekiel had threatened them. It is a dan- 
gerous thing to hearken to any other voice than that 
of God; who will justly punish both those who se- 
duce others, and those who suffer themselves to be 
seduced. There are several important instructions 
to be drawn from the second part of this chapter. 
We here learn that the sword, famine, pestilence, and 
other the like calamities, are the punishments which 
God makes use of against countries and nations. But 
above all, let us seriously consider what is here said 
of Noah, Daniel, and Job, those holy men, so a(^- 
ceptable in the sight of God, thatif they were among 
a people whom God had determined to destroy, they 
could not prevent their destruction. The intercession 
of grood men prevaileth much, but is not always effec- 
toal for others ; however, God takes care of his own 
elect, and exempts them from those punishments and 
miseries to which the wicked and sinners are exposed. 
It appears from this chapter, that Daniel was already 
become illustrious for nis piety, among those who 
were carried captives to Babylon ivith king Jehoia- 
him* See Dan. i. 1 — 6. 

CHAPTER XV. 

God represents the total destruction of the Jews, 
by the similitude of a vine branch, which is fit for 
nothing but to be burnt 

Re/lections. 

We have here an emblem of the total destruction 
of the Jews, who were to be consumed by the fire of 
God's wrath; and likewise of the causes of their ruin, 
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which were the sbis and iniquities of that people who 
were like a barren vine and unprofitable branch. Our 
Liord makes use of the same similitude to represent 
what the wicked have reason to expect, when he says 
If any rrum abide not in me^ he is cast forth as a 
branch J and is withered ; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are humed. And 
John the Baptist denounced the same punishment 
against the unbelievers, in these words ; Every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and 
cast into theftre, 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Ezekiel makes use of the parable of an adulterous 
woman, to show that God had chosen the Jews, and 
had heaped his favours upon them ; but they had 
dealt very treacherously against him, and particularly 
by their idolatry had broken the covenant he had 
made with them. He reproaches the Jews of Jeru^ 
salem, for imitating, and even exceeding Samaria, 
that is, the Israelites of the ten tribes, in their idola- 
trous worship ; and for defiling themselves with the 
abominations of the Egyptians, Assyrians, and Choi'' 
deans ; he compares them to Sodom, which he calls 
their sister; and he threatens them with a dreadful 
and inevitable destruction : promising, however, that 
God would have compassion on part of them, and 
after he had humblea them, would receive them 
again into covenant with him. 

Reflections, 

What we read in this chapter represents the sin of 
those who have been received into covenant with God, 
and highly &voured, and notwithanding this, fall 
into ingratitude and unbelief, casting off the obedi-» 
ence they owe to him, which the Scripture calls spiri-* 
tual adultery ; to show that men, by actingthus, break 
the covenant they had made with God. From God's 
severe reproaches of the Jews for not only imitating, 
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but even surpassing Samaria and Sodom in their 
wickedness, we learn that none are more guilty than 
those who have the greatest share of the divine fii* 
TOUTS, and have abused them ; and that none are more 
severely punished than they. It is, however^ to be 
remarked, that God declares, that after he had exer- 
cised his vengeance upon the rebellious and idolatrous 
Jews^ he would remember his covenant, and pardon 
those who should be converted. The design of tem- 
poral judgments is to bring men to repentance, and 
therefore as soon as they are trulv humbled, Gk>d is 
appeased, which is a proof of his goodness, at the 
same time that he is giving marks of his justice. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

For the right understandingof this chapter, it must 
be observed, that when the king of Babylon carried 
Jeconiahy the king of Judah^ into Chaldean with part 
of the Jewsy he set Zedekiah over those that were 
eft at Jerusalem^ and made him swear fidelitj^ to 
im : but Zedekiah broke his oath, rebelled against 
the king of Babylon^ and made an alliance wiui the 
Idng oiEgypty and applied to him for assistance. 
Ezekiel prophesies in this chapter, that God would 
punish Zedekiah for his perjury, and would deliver 
nim up to the BaJbyhnians^ with all his people* This 
the prophet represents by the similitude of an eagle 
and a cedar, wnich himself explains. 

Reflections. 

We here see ZedeliaVs sin, in breaking the oath 
of fidelity, which he had taken to the king otBaby- 
Ion, and applying to the Egyptians for assistance ; 
and we see ukeume, how Zedekiah was punished for 
his perfidiousness, when God delivered him into the 
hand of the Babylonians, who carried him into cap- 
tivity. From whence we may learn, that penury is one 
of the grreatest crimes that can be committed ; that 
this sin brings down the divine vengeances, not only 
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upon private persons, but upon whole nations ; espe~ 
cially when it is committed by them that are set in 
authority over others. Ezekiel declares, that God 
will recompense the oath that is broken upon the 
head of him that hath broken it, which Zedehiah ex- 
perienced the truth of. This chapter teaches us, 
moreover, that God does not bless those means, which 
perjured and unri^teous men have recourse to; and 
that it is in vain to fly to men, when we have sinned 
against God. Zedekiah thought to meet with help 
from the Egyptians against the king of Babylon ; 
and by this means he engaged this prince to make 
war against him, and try mm as a perjured person. 
It is added at the end of this chapter, that God 
would plant a branch of cedar upon the mountain of 
Israel^ which should grow and become a great cedar, 
and the birds of the air should dwell unaer it. The 
meaning of which was that Zorchabely a prince of the 
royal fiamily of Judah^ should bring the Jews from 
their captivity in Babylon. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

The prophet refutes themurmurings of the captive 
JewSi who complained that God had ptmished them 
for the sins of meir Others. Whereupon he declares, 
I. That God did not impute to the children the sins 
which their fathers had committed, bat that every 
one should bear the punishment of his own &ult8. 
This he explains at Leu-ge, and sets in the clearest 
light : to ¥^ch he adds, to convince the Jews of the 
unreasonableness of their complaints, II. That God 
desired nothing but their salvation, and that he was 
ready to pardon them as soon as they sincerely re^ 
pented ; and he exhorts the Jews with great warmth, 
to acknowledge the righteousness of God, and to be 
converted. There are many important instructions 
contained in this chapter, which ought to be read 
with great attention. 
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Reflections^ 

The use we are to make of this chapter is, I. To 
learn from hence never to murmur against God when 
he afflicts us, nor to imitate the impiety of the Jews, 
who complained that God punished them for the 
sins of their fathers, and saio, that the ways of God 
are not equaL II. God says very clearly in this chap- 
ter, and repeats it several times expressly, that chil- 
dren shall not bear the iniquity of their fathers, but 
that the soul which has sinned shall die. To con- 
firm this, God declares that if a good man has a 
wicked son, the son shall die because of his sins ; and 
if a wicked man has a good son, the son shall live, 
and the father shall die. This doctrine teaches us, 
that God is perfectly just as well as good; and that 
he never condemns men for any but their own sins, 
though it sometimes happens that the children are in- 
volved in the temporal evils, with which God punishes 
the sins which their fathers have committed, ill. God 
shows, in this chapter, that he is infinitely good, al- 
ways ready to pardon even those who have committed 
the greatest cnmes ; such are idolatry, injustice, and 
other sins there mentioned ; provided they forsake 
them, and for the future keep his commandments. 
This assurance is given us in these words ; Repent 
and turn yourselves from all your transgression, so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin. Make you a new 
heart, and a new spirit ; for why loill you die, O ye 
house of Israel f For I have no pleasure in the death 
of him that dieth : Wher^ore turn yourselves and 
live^ This great mercy of God should strongly ex- 
cite us to repentance when we have offended him. 
XV. We here see the absolute necessity of repentance) 
and learn at the same time, that the repentance to 
whicli God joins the promise of pardon, is that kind 
of repentance which withdraws aman from sin, which 
leads him, as it is several times repeated in this chap- 
ter, to repair the evil he has done by restitution, and 
by all other possible means. In one word, die Lord 
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declares there is no repentance effectual but that 
which produces a new heart, and a clumge of inclina- 
tions, followed by actual amendment andreformation« 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Ezekiel proposes two emblems ; one of a lioness 
and her wnelps, and the other of a vine and its 
branches; by which the prophet denotes what befell 
the princes of the royal family of Judahy and in par- 
ticular Jehodhaz^ who was carried into Egypt^ and 
Jehoiakim^ who was taken, put in chains, and carried 
to Babylon, 

Reflections* 

In the 36th chapter of the Second Book of Chro^ 
nicies^ we find that the latter kings of Jvdah felt the 
miseries which the prophet here denounces. God 
who rules all things with wisdom and justice, is in a 
particular manner the disposer of kings, putting down 
one, and setting up anotner, as he pleaseth, and ge- 
nerally making them and their families public exam- 
ples of his vengeance on those sins they have been 
guilty of. 

CHAPTER XX. 

I, The prophet, that he might prevail upon the 
Jews to fear God, and above all, to forsake their 
idolatry, represents to their elders, who came to con- 
sult him, the many favours God had conferred on 
them, in choosing them and giving them his laws. 
II. He reproaches them for the continual breach of 
God's oonmiandments, and serving idols ever since 
they came out of Egypt^ both in the wilderness and 
the land of Caiman* iH. Because they continued to 
provoke God, as their fathers had done, the prophet 
declares, God would pour out all his wrath upon 
them. He promises, however, that God would have 
compassion upon some of tiiem, and would bring 
them again to Jerasakm* 
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This chapter presents us with a detail of the fa- 
vours God had conferred on the Jews, in choosing 
them for his people, and giving them his laws, and 
bearing so long with dieni. We here likewise see how 
ungrateful they were for God's mercies, how insensi- 
ble of his warnings, his long-suffering, and even of his 
punishments ; for which reason his most severe judg- 
ments were shortly to overtake them. This shomd 
lead us to consider, that God has done infinitely more 
for us than for the Jews ; he has redeemed us by Jesus 
Christ; he has given us the knowledge of his holy 
laws, by which we may obtain life ; and the warnings 
he gives us, to engage us to serve and fear him, are 
. not less express, nor less frequent, than those ad- 
dressed to his ancient people. If, afler all, we should 
fall into infidelity and disobedience, we should be in- 
. finitely more blameworthy than the Jews^ and our 
, punishment too would be much more severe. The 
promises which God makes to eather the Jews toge- 
ther i^ain in the land of their rorefathers, after they 
should have acknowledged their sins, and been 
punished for them, show God's love to his Church, 
and his design in correcting men; which is to 
humble and convert thera, and make them the 
objects of his mercy. 

CHAPTER XXL 

This diapter has two parts ; in the first of which 
Ezekiel represents underlie type of a fire, consuming 
wood, and of a drawn swoid, the destruction and rum 
of Jerusalem. In the second he says, tiiat the king of 
Babylon should consult the magicians by lot, to know 
whether he should make war against the Ammonites^ 
or against the Jews : and that God would cause the 
lot to fall in such a manner, that the Jews should be 
destroyed first ; and that Zedekiah their king, who is 
here (»lled a profane and wicked prince, should re- 
ceive the punishment of his perfidiousn ess, after which 
the Ammonites should be conquered and destroyed. 
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Reflections. 

The first part of this chapter sets before our eyes, 
under the similitude of a devouring fire, and of a 
drawn sword, which spares none, the dismal and un- 
avoidable effects of the divine vengeance, when men 
E revoke God by theirsins. In the second part we see, 
ow the king of Babylon having consulted his idols, 
cast the lot, to know whether he should m against 
Jerusalem or a^ixmt the Ammonites, though the man- 
ner in which uxe king oi Babylon chose to determine 
him what course he should take, was such, yet God 
was pleased so to direct it, that he turned first against 
Jerusalem. This teaches us very plainly, that God 
governs all things by his providence ; that he even 
presides over the lot, and over such events as we 
imagine to depend upon mere chance, and in general 
over all the actions of men ; so that men, without 
knowing it, execute what he has resolved to do or 
permit We are further to consider the ruin of the 
Jews, and especially the exemplary punishment of 
king Zedekiah, as a proof, that sinfm nations, and 
chiefly wicked princes, do at last meet with divine 
v^igeance : and the destruction of the Amrnonitesj 
who were spared at first, but destroyed by Nebuchad-* 
vez^aVy five years after he had taken Jerusalem^^ 
shows, that if God forbears chastising the guilty for 
a time, they shall not escape his ju(%ment. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

jEz^Af^ZprophesiesagainstJeTT^a/m; he mentions 
the crimes that were there committed, such as idolatry, 
contempt of parents, injustice, oppression, murder, 
pr (rfanatien of the divine service, adultery, bribes, 
corruption, and extortion ; and says liiat these crimes 
would cause the total nun of Jerusalem, and of that 
whole nation. But he complainB, above all, that the 
prophet the priests, and the magistrates, abandoned 
themselves to «11 kind of iniquity ; and that no one 
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endeavoured to put a stop to the wrath of God, 
which was ready to fall upon that people. 

Reflections, 

There are two things chiefly to be observed in this 
chapter: I. An enumeration ofthe crimes that reigned 
in Jerusalem^ a little before it was taken and destroyed 
by the Babylonians, The Jews had given themselves 
up to idolatry, injustice, uncleanness, and to abomi- 
nations of every kind, and had profaned religion, and 
the service of God in the most shocking manner. 
This it was that deprived them of the divine protec- 
tion, and obUffed God to put his threatenings in 
execution. These sins, no doubt, God does still 
abhor, and much more in Christians, and will never 
fail to punish those who do such things. II. The 
next thing to be observed here is, that God does 
particularly complain of persons in a public character ; 
that the prophet seduced the peoplej that the priests 
broke the law, and profaned holy things ; and that 
the magistrates were addicted to injustice, dishonest 
gain, mud, and violence. From these complaints, 
which God so frequently makes, we may learn, that 
when the rulers of the Church and the civil magis- 
trates are without religion and virtue, impiety and 
corruption must needs make great havoc, and we can 
expect nothing but the utmost misery. Pastors and 
governors ougnt seriously to consider this, that they 
may not be the authors of corruption, and of public 
calamities, nor occasion the eternal perdition of those 
that God has set them over. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

This chapter contains the parable of two sisters 
that lived in whoredom, who represent the two king- 
doms of Israel; that is, the kingdom of Samaria^ or 
ofthe ten tribes, which had first forsaken the worship 
of God and set up idolatry, and the kingdom of Jm- 
dah, which had herein imitated the ten tribes. The 
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Lord declares, that as those tribes had been given 
into the hands of the Assyrians for their idolatry ; so 
the men of Judah^ who had been witnesses of the 
punishment of their brethren, and instead of taking 
warning by it, had surpassed them in wickedness, 
should shortly be laid waste by the Chaldeans. 

Re/lections. 

The complaints which God makes in this chapter, 
both aeainst the Israelites of the ten tribes, and the 
men of Judak^ leave us no room to doubt but he is 
particularly offended, when those to whom he has 
made himself known, corrupt his worship, and rebel 
a^nst him. What is here said, under the similitude 
of adultery, shows, that they who are thus unfuthful 
to God, break his covenant, and expose themselves 
to the most dreadful effects of his wTath ; and since 
God declares himself much more incensed against the 
Jews of Jerusalem^ among whom his worship had 
been preserved, than against those of the ten tribes ; 
we may from hence learn, that rebellion a^nst God, 
in those who have been distinguished by peculiar 
privileges, is still more odious man in others. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

I. God reveals to Ezehiel^ who was then in Chal" 
decL^ that upon that very day the king of Babylon 
had laid siege to Jerusalem^ and orders him to re- 
present the destruction of that city by the type of a 
caldron, in which flesh was boiled, and afterwards 
made red-hot II. That same day EzekieVs wife died, 
but God forbids him to weep, or to use any tokens of 
mourning, to show, that the desolation of Jerusalem 
would be so great and general, that husbands and 
wives, parents and children, and all the nearest re- 
lations, could not be able to lament the death of 
each other. 

VOL. II. p 
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Reflections. 

What we are to consider in this chapter is, I. That 
although Ezekiel was in Chaldea^ ana very far from 
Jeruscuemy God made known to him the very day in 
which the king of Babylon had begun the sieee of 
Jerusalem ; by which it appears, that God perfectly 
knows all that passes in uie world. II. The type of 
a caldron in which flesh is boiled, and which ^^lien 
empty was put up(Mi die fire again to tdce aiR^y its 
scum, sigfnined, according to me explanation God 
gave of that similitude, oiat the wvath of God wa» 
going to be po«i):efd U{H)n JtrusAt^fn^ and upon all its 
inhabitants, and diat his wrath is a consuming fire. 
III. We must observe, that Jencsalem was tretetted in 
tliis manner, because it was defiled and Ml of abo- 
Initiations ; in it blood had been spilt, and itA inha« 
bitants committed all msuifier of ^ckedniess^ and re* 
mained utterly itt^rrigible. God poportions men's 
punishments to their sms, Und to uie condition liiey 
are in, and proceeds to extremities, and makes use of 
the most severe putyishineftt^ when liieir ob^itiacy is 
insurmountable. IV. God's forbiddilig the prophet 
to weep for die death of his ^fe, though she ws^ 
dear to him, was to show the captive Jews how dread- 
ful the ruin of their brethren in Judea would be, since 
their dead should not be so much as lamented ; and 
EzekieVs obedience to the command, which must 
needs be grievous to him, ^ows tjiat we must sacri- 
fice what 18 dearest to ns when God commands ; and 
that the interest of his glory should mote nearly 
concern us than our own private interest. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Ezekiel foretells, that the Amrtumites^ the Moab- 
ites^ Edomites^ and Philistines^ who were neighbours 
and enemies to the Jews^ should be soon destroyed, 
because they had rejoiced at the ruin of Jerusalem. 
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Reflections, 

These three things are to be considered in this 
cliBpter : I. That Ezekiel^ after he had foretold the 
destruction of Jerusalem^ and of the Jews, denounces 
the divine vengeance {gainst their enemies. This 
shows that God is righteous, and if he punishes and 
corrects his own people, neither will he spare the 
enemies of his church. II. That the destruction of 
die Ammonites^ Moabites, Edomites^ and Philistines^ 
happened soon after the taking of Jemsalenif those 
people being subdued by the king of Babylon^ agree- 
ably to the ttireatenings denounced against them by 
Ezekiel, Isaiah^ ond JeremiaJi, III. The next consi- 
deration is, that God displayed his judgments against 
those people, because tney had provoked him, and 
to punish their pride and inhumanity in insulting the 
Jews in the time of their calamity. It is a great sin 
to rejoice at the miseries of other men, and to be hard 
and cruel to such as are in affliction ; and God se- 
verely and justly punishes those who are so; as, on 
die contrary, he blesses those who are affected with 
the sufferings of others, and that comfort them. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

This ckipter, and the two following, are a pro- 
phecy against die Tyrians. In this Ezekiel foretells 
die obstruction 'of the <aty of Tyre. He says, that ^ 
diat city, which had rejoiced to see Jerusalem laid 
waste by king Ndmeiiadnezzar^ should be taken, 
plundered, and destroyed by the same king. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Ezekiel describes the great commerce of the 
Tyrians with other nations, their immense riches, 
and how astonished every one would be at their de- 
struction. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Ezekiel represents the pride of the king of Ture ; 
he says, that Zidan, a city bordering upon Tt/rey 
should likewise be destroyed ; and he promises the 
Jews, that they should return from their captivity, 
and dwell agam in their own land. 

Reflections on chap. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. 

On the twenty-sixth and two following' chapters, 
observe, that though the city of Tyre was exceeding 
powerful, by reason of its situation on the sea-shore, 
Its extensive commerce, its immense riches, and its 
alliance with almost all the nations of the world, as 
we read in the twenty-seventh chapter ; yet it was very 
soon to be delivered into the hands of the king of 
Babylon^ who would take it, and spoil it of all its 
glory. In truth, a little after this prophecy, Nebu-- 
chadnezzar took the city of Tyrej after a siege of 
thirteen years, and destroyed it m such a manner, that 
it was not rebuilt ; for the new city of Tyre was not 
built in the same place where the ancient city stood. 
One cannot avoid considering this event as tne work 
of God ; especially if we reflect, that it had been fore- 
told, with all its circumstances, not only by the ^ro- 
phet Ezekiely eighteen years beforehand; but also by 
Isaiah, above an hundred and twenty years before. 
Moreover, we are to ascribe this destruction of T^e 
to the idolatry that prevailed in it, to the pride and 
luxury which great riches had introduced, and to the 
hatred which the Tyriam bore to the Jews, Thus 
Providence humbles the most powerful states, and 
the most flourishing cities, to restrain the impiety, 
pride, injustice, luxury, dissoluteness, and other 
crimes, which usually attend plenty and prosperity. 
Lastly, we «re to take notice, that when Ezekiel de^ 
nounces the judgments of God against the idolatrous 
nations, as well as against the Jews, he does not pro- 
mise that they should be restored, as the people of 
God had reason to hope. This must administer com- 
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fort to the captive Jews^ engage them to fly to God 
by repentance, and convince them that God watched 
over them, and would not fail to cause them to re- 
turn from the Babylonish captivity. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

This and the three followingchapters are a pro- 
phecy against the Egyptians, The prophet having 
foretold the overthrow of Tyre in the preceding 
chapters, in this denounces the destruction of Egypt, 
which should likewise be subdued by the king of 
JBabylon, after he had taken Tyre, However, Ezekiei 
foretells, that at the end of forty years, the Egyp^ 
Hans should return into their own country, but 
should be there in a very abject condition. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Ezekiel continues his prophecy against Egypt^ 
and says, that the principal cities of that kingdom, 
which are mentioned by name in this chapter, 
should be destroyed with their idols. 

CHAPTER XXXL 

The prophet represents, by the comparison of a 
fine large cedar, that the Assyrian monarchy had 
$ven been more powerful than the Egyptians, and 
yet had come to an end ; and that it snould be so 
with the latter. 

CHAPTER XXXn. 

This chapter is a lamentation for the destruction 
of Egypt, which should be reduced to the same con- 
dition as the Persians^ the EdoniiteSy and the other 
nations, who were likewise to be conquered by the 
Babylonians:^ 

Me/lections an chap. xxix. xxx. xxxi. xxxii. 

On these chapters we are to consider, I. That God 
thought fit to foretell by Ezekiel, and by the other 
prophets, the destruction of Egypt, that the Jews 
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mi^t acknowledge that the God whom they wor- 
Bhipped was the supreme Lord of the universey and 
of all nations, and that they had in vain put their 
confidence in the Egyptians. II. It is remarkably 
that Ezekiel saySf expressly, that God would deliver 
Egypt to Nebvxhadnjezzar^ as a reward for executing 
his j udCTients on the city of Tyre ; that the Egyptians 
should be dispersed; that in forty years they should 
return to Egypt ; but that their kingdom should not 
be restored to them in its former condition^ being 
brought very low. All this was literally fulfilled: 
Nelmchadnezzar became master of Egypt after he 
liad taken the city of Tyre; the Egyptians were car- 
ried into captivity; and at tlie end of some years they 
returned into their own country, under AmcLsU theur 
king ; but the kingdom of Egypt did not recover its 
former splendour, and was afterwards kept low and 
made subject to foreign princes, as Ezehiel had fore- 
told. To compare these prophecies with the event, 
is very proper, to convince us that God was the 
kutlior of tnem, that the holy Scripture is divinely 
inspired, and diat nothing is more certainly true 
than the doctrines contained in it. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

There are four things to be considered in this 
chapter: I. God instructs the prophet in the duties of 
his office, and the obligation he was under to warn 
sinners. II. To stop the murmurings of the JewSi he 
declares, that he desires not the death of the wicked, 
and that repenting sinners should be received to 
mercy ; as, on the other hand, the righteous, who for- 
sake the ways of righteousness, sha^ die in their sin. 
III. Ezehiel VQQQiYQB the news of the taking oijervr 
salem^ and foretells the destruction of those Jews that 
remained in Judea, IV. God complains of the hy- 
pocrisy of the Jews that were at Babylon^ who came 
to hear Ezekiely but would not do that which he comr 
manded them in the name of God. This is one of 
the most instructive chapters in the whole Book. 
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Reflections. 

That we may improve by this chapter, we must 
consider as follows : 1. The comparison of a centinel, 
or watchmaQi whereby God represents the duties of 
Ezeki^s officOf shows with what fidelity the pastors 
of the church ought to warn sinners, and labour with 
their utmost strength to recover them from the error 
of thdr waya^ if they would not he responsible for the 
fuiaof their ^uls ; apd it likewise proveip» that if sin-r 
aers do not anc^end, when they are so warqed, theif 
destructioQ will be just, II. We have here one of the 
inost express declarations of the infinite mercy of 
Oods that is to be found in the whole Scripture. God 
9wears by himself, that he would not by any means 
the death of the wicked ; that he desires nothing but 
their conversion and life, and receives them graciously 
as soon as they return to him. The consideration of 
God's great mercy should fill sinners with confidence, 
and engage them to repent, and hereby prevent their 
ruin. ill. Ezehiel teaches us, that God has no re- 
spect in his judgment, but to the good and evil which 
^very man has done ; and that as sinners who change 
their course of life, shall obtain mercy, so likewise 
the righteous, if they forsake their righteousness, 
shall die in their sin. What God says in so clear and 
express a manner on this head, sets his unbounded 
goodness towards men in a clear light, as well as his 
unspotted justice ; and this doctrine ought to stop the 
mouths of hardened sinners, apd inspire good men 
with a wholesome fear. IV. We have a remarkable 
instance of the justice of God, and of the truth of 
his threatenings, in the taking of Jerusalem^ and in 
the calamities that fell upon tlie Jews that still re- 
mained in Judea. However, it is to be remarked, that 
those JewSf though guilty of all manner of wicked- 
ness, and even of idolatry, flattered themselves till 
then, that they should remain in their own land, and 
continue to possess it Thus sinners imagine they 
have nothing to fear, when they are the object of 
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God's wrath, and his vengeance is goin^ to take hold 
of them. Lastly, God reproaches the Jews for com- 
ing to hear the prophet Ezekiel, and not doin^ what 
he said, which teaches us, that it is downright nypo* 
crisy, and the most criminal contempt, to hear the 
word of God, and not practise what it prescribes. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

This chapter contains two things : I. The threat- 
enings a^nst false shepherds; that is to say, against 
the prophets and magistrates, who, instead of taking 
care of the flock and sheep of the Lord, are the oc* 
casion of their ruin. IL It contains promises^ by 
which God engages to save his sheep, to give them 
good shepherds; and, above all, to send a great 
Shepherd, who should redeem his people, and ren- 
der them eternally happy. 

Ite/lecHans. 

This is a chapter, which both magistrates and the 
rulers of the church ought to meditate upon very se- 
riously. The complaints that God here makes of false 
shepherds, and the curses he denounces against them, 
show, that it is the duty of pastors, with their utmost 
diligence, to watch over thesheep with which they are 
entrusted, and to provide with care and readiness for 
all their wants ; and that if they i^l herein, they must 
give a severe account to God for it. This too lays 
an obligation uponprinces and magistrates, to govern 
faithfully and justly the people committed to their 
trust What befell the Jews, who for the un£edthful- 
ness of their prophets and magistrates were utterly 
destroyed, shows, that it is the greatest misfortune to 
a nation to have wicked rulers ; and that all who are 
concerned for the glory of God, and the happiness 
and edification of the church, have great reason 
to pray to God, that he would always raise up to his 
people futhful and ^ood pastors. As to the promises 
which God makes m this chapter, to save his sheep, 
and to be himself their shepherd and tlieir guide ; they 
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first denote the return of the Jews from their captivity 
at Babylon into their own country ; which they did 
by the authority of Cyrtis^ and under the conduct of 
their rulers ; but they more perfectly agree to Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is the great Shepherd of the 
sheep, that good Shepherd, who has laid down his 
life for them, who came to gather them togedier in 
his church, and will give them everlasting life, as he 
himself has declared in the Gospel. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

Ezekiel prophesies against the Edomites^ and fore* 
tells their utter destruction, because of the great mis- 
chiefs they had done to the Jews^ and because they 
had even proudly opposed God himself. 

Reflections^ 

We here see, that the Edomites were to feel the 
divine vengeance, and that their country was to be 
laid waste, because they bore a mortal hatred to the 
people of Israel^ and had not only rejoiced in their 
destruction, but had even assisted m bringing it 
about, and had behaved with great insolence and bar- 
barity. These menaces were not long before they 
were put in execution against the Edomites^ their 
country being plundered and laid waste by the same 
Icing that had destroyed Jerusalem^ and some time 
after by the Ji5w?«, in the time of the Maccabees, Thus 
God punishes those who have no pity on the miser- 
able, and take pleasure in doing evil to others ; but 
especially those who persecute the church. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

I.. Ezekiel foretells the ruin of the Edomites^ and 
the other enemies of God's people, and the restora- 
tion of the Jews to their own land. H. He says, that 
God had destroyed Jerusalem, and scattered tne peo- 
ple of Israel, because of their sins ; but that the Lord 
would have compassion on them, would again cause 
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them to inhabit their land, and would heap his fa- 
vours upon them ; and above all, that he would sanc- 
tify them, and fill them with the knowledge and fear 
of his holy name : and that he would do all this for 
his own glory, and to convince the idolatrous nations 
that there was no other God but he. 

Reflections. 

The reading of this chapter engages us to consider, 
I. That if God formerly suffered hS people to be op- 

Eressed by their enemies for awhile, it was not that 
e designed to cast them off utterly, but because he 
was willing to purify them by affliction, and at length 
to manifest Ids power and justice in delivering them, 
and in punishing those tlutt had afflicted them. We 
should pass the same judgment on the persecutions 
to which the church is exposed, as well as on the af- 
flictions which God dispenses to particular men in this 
life. II. The promise God here makes of restoring, 
protecting, and sanctifying his people, is not confinra 
to the deUverance of tbe Jewa^ and to die temporal 
blessings vouchsafed tiiem in their land, after their 
return rtom. BaJbylan; it agrees more especially to the 
spiritual blessings that God was to bestow first on the 
ffewi^ and afterwards on all men, in the times of the 
Messiah, and was accomplished by the coming of 
Jesus Christy the sending of the Holy Ghost, and by 
the preaching of the Gospel. III. What we are 
diiefly to consider in these promises is, that the design 
of God in grstfiting us these blessings was to withdraw 
men from sin, to sanctify them, and to ^ve them a 
new heart and a new spirit, that they might walk in 
his statutes, and keep his commandments. This then 
is what we ought chiefly to labour after; this is the 
end to which we should apply the mercies whidi God 
vouchsafes us by the new covenant, which we have 
the happiness to live uiider. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

This chapter consists of two parts. In the first, 
Ezekiel relates the vision^he had seen of a field co- 
vered with the bones of dead bodies that were brought 
to life again; by which God was pleased to assure the 
Jews^ that he was able to bring them back from the 
captivity of Sobylony though l£ere seemed to be no 
appearance of their restoration. Jn the second, the 
prophets shows, by the emblem of two pieces of wood 
joined together, that the Lord would reunite the Jews 
of JEphraim^ that is, of the ten tribes, and those of 
the kingdom of Jvdah^ that they should make but 
one people, aqd live under one king; and that God 
WQuld make aiji everlasting covenant with them. 

^jlections* 

I. This vision of Ezekiel^ in which God showed 
hijn dead bodies raised to life, tended to instruct the 
Jews, that though they were in a very deplorable con- 
dition, and there seemed to be no hopes of their reco* 
very, yet God, by his infinite power, would infallibly 
deUver them. From whence we may gather, that no- 
thing is impossible with God, and that he never wants 
means to accomplish his promises. This vision is like- 
wise to be considered as a most express type of the 
general resurrection. Though our bodies are reduced 
to dust, God is able to give them life again, and re- 
unite them to our souls; which he will infallibly do 
at the last day, as we aire most clearly taught in the 
Gospel. Ezekiers prophecy of the two nations of 
Israel, and of Judah, b^ing one day gathered to- 
gether, and united under one king, to serve God 
with one accord, can be but imperfectly applied to 
the st^te of the Jews after the captivity: since a con- 
siderable part of them, especially those of the ten 
tribes, never returned into their own country, and 
those who did return, remained there but a short 
time, and were almost always under the dominion of 
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foreign princes. This prophecy therefore must re- 
late to the calling of tne Jews under the Gospel, 
their union in the church of Christ, and particu- 
larly their conversion, when that people slmll em- 
brace the Christian religiAi, 

CHAPTERS XXXVIIL XXXIX. 

In these two chapters the prophet foretells, that 
the church should be assaulted by Gog: by which 
the Holy Spirit is supposed to describe the miseries 
which the neighbouring kings, and in particular An- 
tiochus Epiphanesy king of Syria^ would brin&^ upon 
the Jews^ after their return from Babylon ; me de- 
struction of that cruel prince, and the glorious de- 
liverance which God would vouchsafe his people by 
the Maccabees. 

Reflections on chapters isjoivm. and xxxix. 

As the Jews were exposed, some time after their 
return from the Babylonish captivity, to cruel pei^ 
secutions, particularly under tne reign of AntiochuSj 
king of Syria; God forewarned them of it by this 
prophecy of Ezehiel^ and by another of Daniel^ who 
likewise foretold the same event ; that when these 
evils came upon them they might not be surprised. 
In truth, they were attacked and oppressed by An^ 
tiochus^ who made war upon them, put a great num- 
ber of them to death, profaned the temple at Jervr 
salem^ and for some time prevented the performance 
of divine service. But in their distress they expe- 
rienced divine assistance; that prince was vanquish- 
ed, by the divine blessing upon the arms of the 
Maccabees; he became an example of divine ven- 
geance ; and the Jews recovered their liberty. Thus 
God was pleased to trv and purify his people ; giving 
chem, in the sight of the idolatrous nations, signd 
proofs of his protection; and disposing them for the 
reception of the Messiah, who was soon to be sent 
unto them. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

In this and the following chapter to the end of the 
Book, Ezekiel relates a vision wnich he saw fourteen 
years after the taking df Jerusalem; wherein are 
described the temple, and the service that was to be 
performed in it, tne division of the land oiCariaan to 
the twelve tribes of Israel, together with a plan of a 
new city. Some apply this prophecy to the temple 
that was rebuilt after the captivity, and to the state of 
the Jews at that time. But, considering that the se- 
cond temple was not built as Ezekielhete represents; 
that the twelve tribes did not return into tneir own 
country; that the land of Canaan was not divided 
unto them ; that Jerusalem was not rebuilt according 
to the plan laid down by Ezekiel ; considering, fer- 
ther, that there are laws mentioned in these chapters 
which were never observed by the Jews since their 
return, and promises which have not been fulfilled ; 
others are of opinion, this vision should be explained 
in a spiritual sense, and understand it of the Christian 
Church. Some think it represents what would have 
happened, if the twelve tribes had been convertedand 
turned unto God. Lastly, There are others of opi- 
nion, that these predictions relate to the restoration of 
the Jewish nation in the later times, when they shall 
be converted. As all these explanations are attended 
with several difficulties, it would be hard to determine 
the sense of these chapters with certainty, and to 
make any particular reflections on them. 
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ARGUMENT. 

DcaiUl wdi very remarkable fir hU holiness, his great 
zeal^ and the revelations he received. The testimony 
given of him by God, in thefiurteenth and twenty- 
eighth chapters ofEzekiel; and what Jesus Christ 
says of him in the GospeU proves that he was a very 
holy man, and a great prophet. He lived at Baby- 
Ion, six hundred yearsbefbre the coming of our Lord, 
aafid was there known as a prophet aU the time of 
the captivity, and beyond it, that is, upwards ofsc" 
venty years ; so that he lived to a very advanced age. 
This book is made up of histories and remarkable 
prophecies^ We have here the history of several eon* 
sid^rablc events, which happened at Babylon, both 
to the prophet Daniel, and to the kings of that 
country ; and several prophecies, which describe 
the revolutions that were to happen in the kingdoms 
of the world, and particularly in the state of the 
Jews ; as aho the coming of the Messiah, 

CHAPTER I. 

In this chapter we see how Daniel was brought to 
Babylon, and educated at the court of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 
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Me/lections afUr reading the chapter. 

There are three reflections to be made upon this 
first chapter of Daniel. I. The first is, that by the 
providence of God, Daniel was carried captive to 
Babylon with the other Jews, vfdis brought up at the 
kin^scourt, and there became famous by his wisdom, 
and by the gift of prophecy. Providence so disposed 
all these events for the consolation of the captive 
Jewsy and to make known the true God among those 
idolatrous people, and for the comfort and instruction 
of the church in all ages. II. We have a noble ex- 
ample of temperance, piety, and confidence in God, 
in the behaviour of Daniel and his three companions, 
who lived only upon water and pulse, and refused to 
eat of the king's meat, because the Babylonians ate 
some animals which it was not lawful for die Jews to 
eat, and because their meat was most commonly 
offered to idols. This piety and temperance of Daniel 
and his Mends, who, though they were then but 
young, at which time men are most incUned to plea* 
sure, and lived in an idolatrous court greatly addicted 
to sensuality, yet kept diemselves pure and undefiled, 
should teacn all, especially young per8ons,and those 
who live sunong the g^eat, to shun luxury, to be sober, 
and never to do any thing contrary to religion or their 
oonsciences. III. We here observe, that God granted 
Z)am>Z, together with bodily health, matundenstand- 
ing, and extraordinary gifts, and raised him to consi- 
derable employments. As God designed Danid for 
great things, he trained him iq> for them from his 
youth, by the extraordinary gifts he bestowed on him, 
and by giving him favour with the powerful prince 
Nebuchadnezzar^ and his suceessom, till die kingdom 
passed from the Chaldeans to the Persians. Thus 
God blesses those that fear him, bestows his &vou» 
upon sober and pious persons, and often grants them 
temporal blessings, as a reward of their godliness. 
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CHAPTER II. 

This chapter gives an account of a dream of king 
Ndmchadnezzar^ in which he saw a great image 
composed of divers metals. The astrologers, because 
they could not find out nor explain the dream, were 
condemned to death ; but Daniel rehearsed and ex- 
plained it to the kinff, who confessed that the God 
whom Daniel worshipped was the true God ; and 
exalted the prophet and his three friends to g^eat 
honours. 

ReflectioTis. 

These are theprincipal reflections to be made upon 
this chapter : I. That God sent Nebtichadnezzar a 
dream, and then permitted that prince to forget it, that 
when Daniel told him his dream, he might be the 
better disposed to receive and believe what Daniel 
should tell him, and that he might confess that this 
dream came from God, who alone knows things to 
come. II. The incapacity of the wise men of ^a^Zo» 
to find out the dream, discovers very plainly that those 
people were impostors, and that none but the true God 
can discover hidden things. III. DanieVs promising 
the king that he would tea him his dream, and explain 
it to him, is a proof of his surprising faith and great 
confidence in God, since, if he eoiud not have done 
what he promised, he must have been put to death. 
And since God upon the prayers of Daniel and his 
friends, revealed iveittcAoc^zrar'j dream, we see that 
the prayers of the righteous are of ^eat efficacy. But 
that which is chiefly to be observed is, the interpreta- 
tion of this dream* Dante/shows, that there should be 
four powerfulkiiiKdoinssucceedmgr one another: the 
first was that of the Chaldeans, which was then sub- 
sisting, and of which Nebuchcidnezzar was king, but 
which was soon to come to an end ; the second was 
that of the Medes and Persians ; and the Aird, the 
kingdom of Alexander the Great and of the Grecians. 
As to the fourth kingdom, some will have it to be that 
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of the kings of Syria and Egypt, who reigned after 
Alexander the Great; and they mink what is here said 
describes what was to be&ll the Jews under these kings, 
particularly under Antiochtis Epiphanes^ the cruel 
persecutor of the people of God. Others imagine the 
fourth to be the Moman empire ; founding their opi- 
nion chiefly on this, that in the time of this fourth 
kingdom, God would establish his kingdom by Jems 
Christ; and thus the ancients understood this pro- 
phecy. This is certain, that these empires succeeded 
each other; and after all these revolutions, the kingdom 
of God was manifested by our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
cannot sufficiently admire this noble prophecy, which 
extends to so many ages. It formerly served, as we 
learn at the end of this chapter, to make the true God 
known among the idolaters, and to render the king of 
Babylon favourable to the Jews. It ought to make 
still greater impression upon us, who have seen the ac« 
complishment of this prophecy, and should fully con- 
vince us, that there is a God who perfectly knows 
things to come. We ou^ht also from hence to con- 
clude, that the raising and overthrowing of kingdoms 
and states, and the various changes that happen in 
the world, proceed from God's providence, who has 
always in view the good of the church, and of those 
that fear him. 

CHAPTER III. 

King Nebucliadnezzar causes a great image of gold 
to be made, and commands that every one should 
worship it; which the three friends of Daniel having 
refused to do, the king caused them to be thrown into 
the fiery furnace ; but God preserved them miracu- 
lously m the fire, insomuch that Nebuchadnezzar 
being astonished at the miracle, confessed and pub- 
licly proclaimed the power of the true God. 

Me/lections. 

In the remarkable history here set down, we may 
observe these four things : L' The folly, pride, ana 
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impiety of Nebuchadnezzar^ who set up this golden 
imiw^, and commandedall his subjects, upon pain of 
death, to worship it. Idolatry and superstition are 
always cruel and extravagant, and in Nebuchadnezzar 
we liave the picture of haughty, idolatrous, andper-* 
secuting princes.. II. We here see the admirable con- 
stancy and generous resolution of the three Hebrews 
who without hesitating, answered the king, that they 
ehose rather to be thrown into the fiery furnace than 
to obey his command. This is a noble example of 
faith and constancy, which teaches us, that the fear of 
men will never induce good men to sin against God. 
When their duty to Godis concerned, they do not de- 
liberate what course to take ; but are always ready, 
when called to it, boldly to expose their lives for his 
glory, and in the defence of true religion. III. The 
Chaldeans, who cast the three Hebrews into the 
furnace, were themselves consumed by the flames, 
and DanieFs three friends were so miraculously pre- 
served by the angel of the Lord, that the fire did 
not do them the kast harm. Thus God punished 
the cruel and idolatrous Chaldeans, made tnem feel 
the effects of his power, rendered 1:he miracle wrought 
in behalf of the Hebrews more visible and incontes* 
table, and rewarded the zeal and piety of his servants 
who exposed their lives for his sake. St. Paul par* 
ticularly ascribes this miraculous deliverance to the 
faith of DanieFs three friends, when he says. That 
by faith they quenched the violence of the fire. Let 
usn*om hence learn to acknowledge tbe great efficacy 
of faith; that God never wants power to deliver 
those that suffer for his sake; that he supports his 
children in their afflictions ; that he is with them in 
the greatest dangers, and gives them a happy issue 
out of them. Lastly, The zeal which Nebuchad" 
nezzar expressed for tfie glory of the God whom 
Daniel worshipped, the homage he paid him, and 
his commendation of the faith and steadfastness of the 
three Hebrews, shoulcj lead us to acknowledge and 
adore the power of that great God, who alone does 
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marvellous things, and who displays his power in be« 
half of those who serve him faithfully, and put their 
trust in him. The behaviour of this heathen prince 
dhonld engage Christian princes and magistrates to 
iionour God, to cause religion to be had in reverence, 
to restrain impietyv &nd not to suffer any insults to 
be offered to the Divine Majesty. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Tnischapter consists of three parts: I. An account 
of a dream, m which king Nebuchadnezzar saw a great 
tree, whose branches were lopt off. II. Daniers 
interpretation of the dream, who told the king that he 
should be driven from his kingdom, and afterwards 
restored to it again. III. We see the accomplishment 
of the dream, and of all diat Daniel had foretold. 

Reflections* 

This history furnishes us with many instructions. 
I. What happened to Netmchadnezzar^ when he was 
in the height of his glory, teaches us, that prosperity 
is a dangerous state ; that men easily fsdl from a state 
of plenty and grandeur into pride and security, and 
that then they are most in danger of God's judgment; 
pride generally goingbeforea fall. II. Observe, That 
as God had formerly by a dream revealed his will to 
JPharaok^ he was pleased likewise to reveal himself to 
Nebiwhadnezzar^ informing him what was to befall 
him, by a dream which Daniel interpreted ; that this 
prince might confess that this humiliation proceeded 
from God. Thus God in his loving-kindness, warns 
men of their approaching miseries, and teaches them 
how they may avoid them. III. The counsel which 
Daniel gave the king, to break off his sinsby righteotLs- 
ness, and his iniquities by showing mercy to the poor^ 
teaches us to repair, by all possible means, the sins we 
have committed, and that works of charity have a 
peculiar efficacy to avert the wrath of God, when they 
proceed from true repentance. IV. Observe the 
punishment of Nebuchadnezzar^ who was driven from 
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his kingdom, deprived of his reason, andreduced to the 
state of a brute ; this priiu5e falling into a madness and 
deep melancholy, which made him brutish, and for a 
time rendered him unfit for human society. This event, 
which heathen historians make mention of, was dis- 
pensed of God, as is observed in this chapter, and as 
the king afterwards confessed, that men might know 
that the Almighty God ruleth over kings ; that he does 
whatsoever he pleases; that he exalts and abases whom 
he will; and particularly, that he is just, and knows 
how to humble the proud. Lastly, We have seen how 
NebiLchadTiezzar recovered his senses, and humbled 
himself, and gave public m^ks of his fear of the true 
God, ordering all his subjects to revere him, and then 
was restored to his kingdom. Thiis we see how God*s 
chastisements bring men to a sense of their duty, and 
procure the return of his fiivour. And Nebtwhad- 
nezzar^s solemn acknowledgment of the majesty and 
justice of God, teaches the princes and great men of 
the world their obligation to worship God, and with 
all their might to promote his glory. 

CHAPTER V. 

King Behhazzar making a great feast, at the time 
^a&y2cm was besieged by the Medes^ and profaning the 
sacred vessels of tne temple of Jerusalem^ saw a hand, 
which wrote upon the wall the decree of his death, as 
Daniel interpreted it This decree was executed im- 
mediately, Belshazzarheingshinthstyery night, and 
Babylon taken by Darius. By this means the mo- 
narchy of the Chaldeans passed to the Medes and Per-' 
sianSf as Daniel and the other prophets had foretold. 

Me/lections. 

The history recorded in this chapter is very remark- 
able ; but what is chiefly to be observed is, I. That 
while kin^ Bels/mzzar wasmaking a great feast for his 
nobles, giving himself up to mirSi and dishonouring 
the true God, by drinking in the sacred vessels of the 
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temple of Jerusalem to the honour of idols, God 
t^aused a hand to appear writing his condemnation ; 
that this prodigy, and DanieFs explanation of it, 
might convince that idolatrous people, that the same 
God, whose temple Nehiichadnezzar^ the grand- 
father of Belshazzar^ had destroyed, was going to 
overthrow the empire of the Chaldeans. II. The 
very great confusion and uneasiness of Behhazzcer 
at the sight of the hand, shows, that nothing is more 
weak and timorous than a guilty conscience : and 
that the divine judgments overtake the ungodly, 
when they think themselves most secure. III. Ob- 
serve that Daniel reproached the king for not mak-- 
ing a better use of the judgments with which God 
had chastised his grandfather Nebtichadnezzar ; for 
persisting in his pride, and setting himself against 
God, by profaning the vessels of the temple of Je- 
rusalem^ and praising his idols, instead of giving, 
glory to God. This is a visible proof of the divine 
vengeance on those whose heart is lifted up with 
prosperity ; on the profane and ungodly, who instead 
of reverencing him from whom they receive life and 
breath, and sul things, have the insolence to exalt 
themselves against him ; and on those who do not 
improve the warnings he gives them, the afflictions 
he visits them with, nor the examples he sets before 
their eyes. Lastly, The death of Belshazzar, and 
the ruin of the Babylonish empire, which then passed 
to the Medes and Persians^ is an event the more 
remarkable, as it had been foretold, not only by 
Daniel^ but by Isaiah^ Jeremiah^ and the other pro^ 

Ehets, who haa expressly foretold that Babylon should 
e taken in the night, while the king and the princes 
were rejoicing; which is also confirmed by the 
writers of prorane history. This history, therefore, 
should be looked upon as a proof of the divine au- 
thority of the sacred writings, and of the truth of 
religion ; and should lead us to adore the infinite 
power and wisdom of God, and the wonders of his 
providence, which with so much wisdom, justice, 
and goodness, directs all events. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I. Danielis raised by king Darius to great honour, 
at whicli the great men of the kingdom being jeak)us» 
obtain an edict to forbid that any prayers ^oiild be 
made, for the space of thirty days, to any god or man 
whatever, excepttothe king. II. But DoniW continu- 
ing as usual to pray to &>d publicly, was accused 
of violating the Kings' decree, and was cast into the 
den of lions, where God miraculously preserved him. 
III. The king, astonished at the miracle, commands 
that the God o£ Daniel should be worshipped by all 
men. 

Refiectians* 

There are several very important reflections to be 
made upon this chapter : L The fidelity with which 
Daniel served king Darius, is an example for those 
in public posts to discharge their duty with integrity. 
11. In the decree that Darius published, upon the 
importunity of DanieFs enemies, we observe, ^i one 
hand, the roily and impiety of a prince who desired 
to be worshipped as a god ; and, on the other, the 
evils that anse from envy and jealousy, and how dim- 
gerous it is to listen to those who make use of craft, 
slander, and violeiMse, to destroy the innocent. III. 
We here see the zeal of Daniel, who had been reli- 
gious and devout in the greatest prosperity, and so 
continues, when he is in we greatest danger on that 
very account He is no way intimidated by the 
king^s edict ; continues to worship his God, and that 
pumidy, widiout fearing the danger to which he was 
exposed ; lest, if he had done it m secret, he might 
be thought to dissemble his fiiith, and obey the king's 
command. On such occasions we must make pubhk; 
{>rofes8ion of our faith, without the least dissimula- 
tion, and without betraying our consdences for fear 
of men. FV. It is to be observed, that Darius was 
weak enough to consent to DaniePs death, though 
he thought him innocent God did not think fit to 
deliver his servant by means of king Darius ; but 
suffered Daniel to be cast into the den of li<m8, be- 
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cause he desieiled to send fak angel to deliver him 
in a flOore glorious manner. The Soripture says, that 
Ekmid was thus preserved, because innocency was 
found in hirn^ and he believed in his God. This was 
a glorious reward of his fidelity, and a surprising 
effect of his £EUth, as St. Pa«Z observes in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews, Thus God protects his servants; 
if they seem sometimes to be forsaken, and past re-^ 
eovery, he at last happily delivers them out of all 
their trials. V. Another reflection to be made is, 
that die lions had no powier over £kmiel ; but his 
enemies were devoured by them immediately. This 
nakes the divine protection of Daniel the more visi- 
ble ; and thus God brings upon sinners the evil they 
deseed for o^^ers. Lastly, The solemn acknow- 
ledgment that king Darivcs made of the majesty of 
the true God, engines us to adore the goodness, 
justice, mid almighty power oi the Lord in all 
thuigs, to publish his marvellous works, and to ad- 
mire ^e ways oi his providence, who made use of 
this king's edict, and o( Nelmchadnezzar^ and seveml 
other heathen princes, to make himself Idiown amoi^ 
those idolatrous nations. Christian princes ought 
serknisly to attend to these things, if they would 
not have these idolatrous prin^ces nse up ixi judgment 
against them. 

CHAPTER VIL 

This chapter contains the vision which the pro- 
phet Daniel had of the four beasts, and the explana- 
tion which an an^el gave him of that vision ; telUng 
him, there would be four great empires; and that in 
the time of the fourth, the kingdom of God should 
be established. 

Reflections^ 

We ought to meditate upon this prophecy with 
great attention. This mysterious dream which God 
sent to Daniel, and the angel's explanation of it, de- 
note the very same thing as the vision of the great 

7 
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image mentioned in the second chapter of this book ; 
namely, that four great empires should succeed each 
other ; the first, the empire of the Babylonians ; the 
second, that of the Medes and Persians; the third, the 
Grecian empire ; and the fourth, as was observed on 
die second chapter, either that of the kings of Syria 
and Egypt^ called the Seleucides and the Legides^ or 
that ot the Rovnans. According to the first interpre- 
tation, that horn, that is, that power which would 
make war against the saints, but was to be destroyed, 
is king Antiochtts, whoso cruelly treated the Jews^ and 
reduced them to the utmost extremities. If we follow 
the second interpretation, that power means Anti- 
christ, who was to appear in the church, but whom 
God would destroy ; after which the kingdom of God 
would be fully manifested. These prophecies which, 
extend to so many ages, and foretold so long before- 
hand these great revolutions, show, that Daniel spake 
by divine inspiration ; that things to come are per- 
fectly known to God, and that he rules over all 
things. We ought principally to acknowledge, that 
among all these revolutions, God had in view the 
establishing his kingdom among men ; and that the 
famous prophecy, which foretells that the Son of 
Man should receive of God a kingdom and dominion 
over all things, and that his kingdom should have 
no end, and that the saints shoim reign with him, 
undoubtedly relate to our Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
that he has secured eternal glory and perfect happi- 
ness for all his saints and faithful servants. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

This chapter has two parts. The first is, the vi- 
sion that Daniel saw of the ram and of the ^oat, fight- 
ing with one another. The second is the interpreta- 
tion of that vision by the angel Gabriel ; the substance 
of which is, that a king of Javan^ that is, of Greece^ 
should overthrow the monarchy of the Medes and Per" 
sians ; as it happened when Alexander the Great con- 



yill.] DANIEL. 837 

Suered Darius, the king of Persia. Then the angel 
eclares, that after the death of Alexander, there 
should arise four horns, which si^ified that his em- 
pire should be divided into four diief kingdoms ; and 
that out of one of them there should arise a king, 
proud and cruel, who would grievously persecute the 
Jews, and cause the service of God to cease for the 
space of three years and a half; but that he should 
at last be destroyed. This was AntiochusEpiphanes, 
king of Syria. 

Reflections. 
The prophecy contained in this chapter -has been 
fully accomplished, and by the event is made so clear, 
that there remains not the least obscurity in it. The 
empire of the Medes and Persians was raised to agreat 
height, but was destroyed by Alexander the Great, 
who conquered Darius, king of Persia. The mo^ 
narchy of Alexander was after his death divided into 
four principal kingdoms ; and from one of them, 
which was that of Syria, rose up Antiochus, surnamed 
the Illustrious, who cruelly persecuted the Jews, and 
made divine service to cease for three years and a 
half; after which the Jews were delivered from that 
[ persecution, die temple was purified, and Antiochus 

felt the effects of the Divine vengeance. From this it 
indisputably follows, that Daniel, who told so long 
beforehand all these events, was divinely inspired. 
To this general reflection, which so evidently proves 
the truth of religion, we must add one particular 
consideration ; which is, that God was pleased to re- 
veal all these things to Daniel, and make known to 
him what great miseries Antiochus would bring upon 
the Jews, but that they should be delivered from the 
., tyranny of that prince. It was necessary that the Jews 

snould be warned of this, that when this persecution 
came upon them, they might with constancy bear up 
^ under it. This engages us to consider, that God, 

'^ whose providence governs all things, overrules in a 

^} particular manner the events which concern the 

i; Church ; he sometimes permits it to be oppressed for 

VOL. II. Q 
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a wliile, but never quite fbrsokefl it, and always sets 
bounds to the malice of peraecutois. Lastly, We 
ought to pray, that as the sanctuary was formerly 
cleansed from the abominations intit)duced by Ax^ 
tiockuSf Cjod would also purify his Church, and purge 
Christianity from tiie many pollutioiis which prei^ 
in it. 

CHAPTER IX. 

This chapter contains two things : I. An excellent 
prayer, in which Daniel confesses the sins of the 
Jews^ and implores the mercy of God upon them. 
II. A most remarkable prophecy, showing, that from 
the restoration of Jerusalem^ to the coming of the 
Messiah, there would be seventy weeks ofyears, 
that is four hundred and ninety years. We see 
likewise in this prophecy, that the Messiah was to 
die ; that the Ramans would take and destroy Jeru- 
scdem, and cause a general desolation throughout all 
the country of the Jews, 

Me/lections* 

DameTs prayer is an excellent pattern of that hu- 
mility with which we should acknowledge and confess 
our sins before God, especially in calamitous times. 
We learn in this prayer, that t^e sins of men kindle 
the wrath of God s^ainst them ; agid that tbe way tx> 
appease it, is to betake ourselves to t^ mercy of God, 
with a sincere repentance abd reformation of our 
lives. DanieVs prayer for the restoration of Jerusor 
lent and the temple, ishows, that it is the duty 6f all 
sincere members of the church to be concerned for it, 
and to offer up continual and devout prayers for its 
proq)erity. The prophecy of the seventy weeks, is 
one of the most express prophedes in all the Old 
Testament : it clearly determines the time that was to 
pass between the decree for rebuilding Jemsaknh 
and the death of the Messiah. The angel who spake 
to Daniel says, the time was to be four hundred aUd 
ninety years, to be reckoned from the decree made 
in favour of the Jews by Artaaeracesy surnamed Lon-- 
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ginmmu. This prophecy expressly declares, that at 
the end «f this tenn the Messiah should come ; that 
he 'woiikl make an atonement for sin by his death ; 
that he would establish and confirm the covenant of 
God with men; and that afterwards the Momans 
should come and destroy the city and tranple of Jeru" 
saknu All these things hare been exactly fulfilled 
at the time and in the manner foretold, as we are 
most certainly informed by history. Thus we have in 
tills prophecy an immoveable support of our faith, 
as it proves beyond contradiction the divine autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, and the truth of the 
Christian Religion ; showii^, in the clearest manner 
that Jems is the promised Messiah, who has re- 
deemed us by his death, and strongly engaging us 
to believe in him as our Saviour, and to submit to 
the doctnnes which he preached. 

CHAPTER X. 

This chapter, and the two following, contain a re- 
velation made to Daniel ; the design of which was to 
inform him what was to be&ll the Jews^ from the 
rei^of Qfn», kingof Pema,to the end of the per- 
secution. In this chapter Daniel relates a vision of 
an angel that appeared to him in the shape of a man 
dodied in linen ; the fright which the vision caused; 
and how the angel comforted him, and prepared him 
to hear the things he had to tell him. 

Refiectttms. 

Of what the angel said to Daniel in this chapter 
diis is the sum ; tluit the prayers of that prophet in 
behalf of the JevDs had been heard ; but that the kings 
of Penia would oppose them ; that the Jews womd 
be crossed in their design of building the temple ; 
that, nevertheless, Crod would protect mem ; that the 
prince of Javan^ or of the Greeks^ that is Alexander 
the Grreat, would come against the Persians ; and that 
the principal angels, sucn as he who talked with Da- 
nidj and Michael the archangel, would be employed 

S2 
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by God to defend, and assist the Jews^ and to 
strengthen the kings who were for the Jews^ as, at 
the beginning of the following chapter, the angel who 
here speaks is said to have strengthened kingDanttf. 
I. The affliction and fitting oiDaniel^ who mourned 
for three weeks, should be considered as the effect 
of his zeal for the restoration of the Jews ; it being 
the character of pious and zealous persons to afflict 
themselves when the glory of God is obstructed, and 
to offer up prayers for the peace and prosperity of 
the Church. II. We see here how much God loves 
those who fear him, and serve him faithfully ; and 
how great regard he has to their prayers and to 
their grief. This evidently appears, from the vision 
of the angel who was sent to Darnel^ and the kind 
manner in which he spake to him ; assuring him that 
he was acceptable to God, and that his prayers had 
been heard. III. What the angel saia to Daniel^ 
that he had laboured and fought for the Jews^ against 
those who sought their ruin, is a proof of God's care 
of his Church, and that he protects it in the worst of 
times, and finds means to deliver it. This shows too, 
that God makes use of the ministry of angels, to ex- 
ecute his designs, and for the good of those he is 
pleased to bless. But what ou^t to fill us with the 
greatest confidence is, that Jesus Christy the head 
and king of the Church, watches over it continually, 
and displays his power in its behalf. 

CHAPTER XL 

The angel goes on speaking to Daniel, and revealing 
to him thmgs to come. This prophecy has three parts. 
I. It points out the end of the Persian empire, and the 
establishment of the Grecian monarchy by Alexander 
the Great. IL The dividing of that monarchy after 
his death, and the wars that were to be between the 
kings of Egypt and the kings of Syria. III. The 
reign of Antiochus, ^^^K ^^ ^yria, his wars with the 
king oiEgyptj and particularlv his persecution of the 
Jews, his attempt to abolish tne divine worship, and 
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set up idolatiy; and, lastly, the destruction of that 
impious and cruel prince. 

Reflections. 

The sense and substance of this chapter is this; 
That there would be three kin&;8 in Persia after Cy- 
rus who then reigned ; that aner these would arise 
a powerful prince, namely Xerxes ; that Alexander 
the Great would come and destroy the Persian em- 
pire ; that after his death his kingdom should be di- 
vided, and out of it two principal ones be formed; 
namely, the kingdom of Syria^ called in this chapter 
the kingdom of the north; and that of Egypt^ called 
the kingdom of the south; that these two kingdoms 
should make war upon each other; that among the 
kings of Syria there should be one who would usurp 
the Kingdom by artifice, which was Antiochtis Ept" 
plumes; that this king would be several times at war 
with the king of Egypt, would persecute the JewSf 
put great numbers of them to death, and profane the 
temple of Jerusalem; but that the Jews would resist 
iiim, and recover their liberty ; that this Antiochtis 
woidd plunder the temple, would make another ex- 
pedition into Eaypt; and that after this God would 
Diing him to his end. Though this chapter is at- 
tended with obscurity to those who are unacquainted 
with ancient history, yet ought not the reading of it 
to be neglected, since it is one of the clearest and 
most circumstantial prophecies in the Old Testament. 
It comprises the history of about four hundred years, 
and in the historians of those times we meet with an 
exact account of the events here predicted. This 
chapter is therefore very remarkable; furnishing us 
with the most evident and convincing proofs imagi- 
nable of the divine authority of the Scriptures, and 
presenting us with several particular reflections on 
the revolutions and wars that nappen in the world, on 
the designs of Providence in these various events, on 
the persecutions to which the church is exposed, the 
deliverance vouchsafed by God, and the tragical end 
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which ifl ugually the fiUieof tyramnoal and persecating 
princes. 

CHAPTER XII. 

This chapter is a sequelof the propheey eontaiBed 
in the foregoing. The angel who spake to Damethere 
describes two wings : I. The detiyerance that God 
would grant to his people, and the glorious reward he 
would hestow upon those that had been persecuted by 
Antioehtis. II. The continuance of that persecution, 
which was to be three years and a half. 

We are to observe from this chapter, L That Crod 
has always been the defender of his chnrdi, and that 
he has protected it, when it was assaulted with the 
greatest violence. Of this we have a Tproai in what is 
here said, that Mithad, the archangel, should take the 
part of the Jews ; and in the glorious deliveranoe God 
vouchsafed them, after they bad be^a cruelly perseoH 
ed by Antiochus. II. Hiese words deserve our $er»* 
ous attention ; Many of them tiuxt deep m the duMcf 
the earth shall awtzke^ some to evertastrng life^ aaid 
some to shame and everlasting contempt As mis prm 
mise related to the zealous Jews^ who should defend 
the cause of religion, and suffer death luider the perse* 
cution of Antiochus; so we cannot doubt but these 
words relate likewise to the resurrection of the dead, 
and to the difference that shall be made in the Ufe to 
come between the righteous and the widced. This is 
the doctrine which Jesus Christ has taught us more 
clearly in the Gospel, and in terms not umike those of 
Danid. III. When the angel says, that the wise 
Jews^ who should signaUze weir fidelity in time <tf 
pen^tion, should %e crowned with extraocdiiL^ 
glory; this, which deserves to be well oonsadereo, 
shoiud inspire uswith great zeal in promoting the glory 
of God, even at the hazaidof our lives, and in <x>ntrj- 
butingall that is in our powerto the ecUficationand sal- 
vation of others. Lastly, When we consider, that the 
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time of the persecution of Antiachus, and the number 
of the days it was to last, are here so expressly describ- 
ed, we may infer from hence, that God keeps times in 
his own power ; that he has set bounds which wicked 
men ana the enemies of his fflory shall not pass ; and 
that what he has resolved, shsdl always come to pass at 
the time, and in the manner that he has decreed. 
These are, for the church in general, and for every 
particular believer, powerful motives to trust in 
God, even in times of most severe trial : to rely on 
his Providence, and to wait with patience in the 
discharging of tteir duty tiU his decrees be accom- 
plished. 



Tlie end of the Booh of the Prophet DanieL 
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THE 



BO;OK OF THE PROPHET 
H O S E A. 



ARGUMENT. 

Hosea, thejirst of the twelve minor prophets^ was sent 
tofbreteU the ruin of the kingdom of the ten tribes^ 
as well as of the kingdom ofjvdah. He also fore- 
told the return of Oie Jews^ and the calling of the 
Gentiles ; and prophesied about fowrscore years. 

CHAPTERS I. II. HI. 

In the three first chapters, Hosea represents, under 
the emblem of a marriage withawhonsh woman, and 
of children bom of her, that the Israelites were fellen 
into idolatry ; that God, to punish themj would cast 
them off, and reduce them to the utmost misery ; that 
nevertheless, he would have pity on them, and receive 
them again into covenant. 

Reflections on chapters i. ii. iii. 

We may in general observe on this prophecy, the 
great goodness of God, who sent HoseadJoA other pro- 
phets to the people of the ten tribes to recover them 
from the idolatry which was established in the king- 
dom, and to exhort them to repentance. What we 
read at the beginning of this book looks like a real his- 
tory, and gives some room to imagine, that Hosea ac- 
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tually married a woman who had led a disorderiy life, 
but aid not persist in it; and it may be said, that mar- 
rying her by God's command, he acted lawfully in so 
m)ing. However, as such a marriage seems not con- 
sistent with decency, especially in a prophet, we may 
consider it as a parable and allegory. The prophets 
often relate things which passed only in a vision, or in 
a figure, as if they had really happened; which we 
have several express instances of m their writings : 
and the name of the woman which Hosea is said to 
marry, and the other circumstances mentioned, do 
not prove it to be a real history ; any more than we 
may conclude that the parable of the wicked rich 
man is not a parable, because the name of Lazarus 
is mentioned in it, and the rich man is said to have 
had five brethren. By what Hosea here relates, 
God designed to show, that the Israelites had forsa- 
ken his service to worship idols, as the adulterous 
woman forsakes her husband. The name of Jezreel^ 
which is ^ven to the first son that was born, signified, 
that Goa would punish the family of JeAw, king of 
Israelj for the idolatry and other sins of that prince 
and his successors. This threatening was executed. 
Zechariahf the son of Jeroboam the second, in whose 
reign Hosea prophesied, being the last king of the 
descendants of Jehu. The second child was a 
daughter, named Loruhamah ; which name signified, 
that God would no longer have compassion on the 
Israelites, but that they should feel the effects of his 
vengeance ; which also came to pass. The name of 
the third was Loammi, which meant, that the Isra-- 
elites were no more the people of God. After this, 
Hosea foretells the calamities that were going to fall 
upon the Jews^ for the punishment of their idolatry* 
However, God declares, that he still entertained 
sentiments of love for that people ; and that after he 
had punished them, he would have pity on them, and 
they should be converted. This is the meaning and 
design of these chapters ; wherein we have a lively 
representation of tne infidelity of those who break 
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their ooveiiaiit with God, and of the divine vengeance 
on th^an; as well as of his mery on those who with 
true repentance turn unto him. 

CHAPTER IV. 

I. Hosea declares that God, provoked by the many 
abominations which prevailed in the kinraom of Is- 
rael^ even amon^ tne priests, and particularly by 
idolatry, which is nere called adultery, would shortly 
destroy that kins^dom. II. He exhorts the men of 
Judah not to imitate the ten tribes in their idolatry, 
and in the impieties committed at Gilgal and BetheL 

Re/lections^ 

It appears from this chapter, that in the time of 
Hosea the kingdom oi Israel was filled with impiety, 
injustice, dissoluteness, andaUmannerofwickedness; 
that even the priests themselves were extremely cor- 
rupted; and that this general depravity would soon 
expose the IsraeliteSj as it happened when they were 
destroyed by the king of Assyria^ and carried into his 
land. These reproofs and these threatenings teach us, 
that when there is no fear of God in any country, when 
sins multiply therein, and are committed without re- 
straint, and men cannot be reduced to a sense of their 
duty, God withdraws his protection from them, and 
visits them with his judgments. The exhortations 
which Hosea addressed to the JeiM of Judah^ to 
avoid falling into the sins and idolatry of the men of 
Israelj show us, that those whom God has particu- 
larly honoured with the knowledge of himself, ought 
not to imitate the wicked in then* disorders ; but on 
the contrary, keep inviolably to thek duty, if they 
desire to escape his most severe judgments* 

CHAPTER V. 

I. Hosea reproves the priests, the magistrates, and 
the princes of Israel^ for being the occasion of the sins 
of the people, and of their ruin. IL He declares, that 
God would have no regard to the sacrifice of the 



V. VI.] nosEA. 347 

Jews; but would destroy them all, both those of 
Ephraim, that is, of the lun^dom of Israel, and those 
of Jitdah ; and that the aia of the king^ of Assyria 
would not secure them from the evik that were 
coming upon them. 

R^lections. 

What is remarkable in this chapter is, I. That the 
corruption and ruin of the people proceed commonly 
from their spiritual and temporal ^ides, when they 
neglect to do their duty, and break tne laws of religion 
andjustice. II. ThatGod does notaccept the external 
service that is paid him by hypocrites and ungodly 
men, who provoke him with their sins. III. Tnatit 
is in vain to have recourse to men, when God is not 
on our side, and that there is no way to appease him, 
when we have offended him, but by confessing our 
sins and turning unto him by sincere repentance. 

CHAPTER VI. 

I. Hosea exhorts the Israelites to be converted, and 
promises them, that if they did truly repent, God 
would have pity on them, and restore them. II. He 
reproaches the ten tribes for their insincerity in their 
devotions ; and tells them, that was the reason God 
threatened by his prophets to destroy them. III. He 
complains, that instead of becoming acceptable to God 
by their obedience, they broke his covenant, and gave 
themselves up, both pnests and people, to all manner 
of wickedness, and especially to idolatry. 

Reflections. 

This chapter teaches us, I. That when God 
threatens or punishes men, they cannot avert or ap- 
pease his wrath, without a speedy and sincere return 
to their duty. II. That piety and repentance, which 
soon passes away, and does not produce a steady re- 
formation, is useless and unprofitable. III. That 
what God requires and deUghts in above aU things 
is, that men should know and fear him ; that they 
shoidd exercise mercy and charity. This is ex- 
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pressed in these words of Hosea^ whicli our Saviour 
quotes in the Gospel : / desired mercy ^ and not sa- 
crifice ; and the knowledge of God, more than burnt" 
offerings. The end of this chapter teaches us, that 
when those, whom God has received into covenant, 
transgress, and fall into unbelief, God deprives them 
of his favour and protection, and makes tnem a pub- 
lic example: This the Israelites experienced, as 
Hosea and the other prophets had threatened them. 

CHAPTER VII. 

God complains here, I. That at the time he would 
have broumt back Ephrainij that is to say, the 
Israelites oi the ten tribes, from their idolatry and 
other sins, they still persisted in them. XL That their 
kings and princes were the first to draw thepeopleinto 
rebellion ; and that for this reason they should oe con- 
sumed by the fire of God's wrath, ana become a prey 
to strangers. III. God declares, that it would be in 
vain for them to seek assistance from the Egyptians 
or Assyrians, IV. He reproaches them for not 
beinff sincere in their conversion when he had chas- 
tened them. 

Reflections. 

We are to observe here, I. That as the Israelites 
did obstinately persist in their sins, though God endea- 
voured to reclcom them, so men often fly from God, 
and offend him more resolutely, at the time when he 
seeks to call them to him. II. That the depravity of 
the people usually proceeds from the bad example of 
those that govern them, who infect them, and expose 
them to a total destruction. III. That it is in vam to 
have recourse to human means, when God is not on 
our side ; and that he even makes use of those very 
means to punish those who put their trust in them; as 
the Jews found by experience, who expected to meet 
with assistance from the J^yptiansy and werepunished 
by those very people, i^tly. The Jews, who cried 
and groaned under the pressure of their afflictions, but 
did not turn to God, are Ijke many among Christians, 
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who complain and grieve in time of adversity^ and 
seem to fly to God, but are not touched with true 
repentance, their sorrow being nothing but a worldly 
sorrow, and not producing a sincere reformation. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

I. This chapter contains more threatenings de- 
nounced by God a^inst the Israelites of the ten 
tribes, because they had rebelled against him by set- 
ting up other kings than those of the. house of David; 
and by substituting idolalry,and the worship of the 

f olden calves, instead of the true service of God ; and 
y seeking assistance from the Assyrians. 11. The 
prophet declares that the Israelites^ for these and all 
their sins, were near their destruction, and that after 
them the Jews of the kingdom of Judah should like- 
wise be rooted out» 

Reflections. 

The chief reflection to be made upon Hoseds 
reproaches of the Israelites for their revolting from 
the obedience they owed to God, and forsakmg his 
covenant and service, is, that we cannot leave the 
worsliip that God requires of us, without exposing 
ourselves to his most severe vengeance. Upon which 
we are to observe, that it is not only by idolatry that 
men forsake God, but that they may do this by not 
paying him the true worship he requires of us, which 
IS to serve him with a pure heart, to love him above 
all things, and to obey him. If therefore the Israelites 
were punished so severely for their idolatry. Christ- 
ians who rebel against God, and disobey tne laws of 
Jesus Christy have reason to expect punishments 
much more severe. 

CHAPTER IX. 

The substance of this qhapter is, I. That the Is- 
raelitesy because they had forsaken God to serve 
idols, should be driven out of their own land, and dis- 
persed in Egypt and Assyria ; and diat their sacri- 



350 HOSBA. [CHAP. 

fioes were rejected. II. That their destructioii when 
it came upon them, would show, that &Ue prophets 
had deceived them. III. That they were as corrupt 
as the Israelites of Gibeali formerly were ; and that 
the idolatries long committed in their land, particu- 
larly at Gilffol^ would brin^ upon them and their 
children a desolation which wey would never recover 
from* 

JRefkctians. 

Let us seriously consider what happened formerlv 
to the Israelites for forsaking the true service of Ood, 
embracing an idolatrous reugion and false worship, 
and giving heed to falseprophets rather than to the 
propnets of the Lord. This people, whom God had 
so much loved, and with whom he had made a cove- 
nant, were deprived of his protection and the privi- 
leges they enjoyed, and dispersed among strange na- 
tions. Thus we see what ingratitude towards God, 
and unfaithfulness in his service, expose men to : God 
at last rejects those who will not hear his voice, and 
after he has spared them for a long while, visits them 
for their wickedness, and executes the judgments he 
had denounced against them. 

CHAPTER X. 

The substance of this chapter is, that because the 
Israelites had persisted in their idolatry, and their 
other sins, and had even increased them more and 
more, they should be carried away from their coun- 
try ; that Samaritty which was their capital city, should 
be taken, with its king ; and that God would bring 
against them a people who should reduce them to the 
utmost desolation. For the right understanding of 
this chapter it must be observed, that Ephraim sig- 
nifies the Israelites of the ten tribes ; that Bethel^ or 
Bethaven^wBS the place where they worshipped idols; 
that the Calves^ or the young heifers, were the idols 
they worshipped in that place ; and that the Chema-^ 
Tim were the priests who sacrificed to those fidse 
gods. 
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Re/lections. 

On this, as well as the other chapters of this book, 
it is to be remarked, that all those miseries which 
Hosea and the other prophets had denounced against 
the Israelites, overtook them when Salmaneser came 
and destroyed Samaria, and carried the ten tribes into 
Assyria, Their total ruin, therefore, is to be attri- 
buted to their idolatry and impenitence ; since, instead 
of forsaking their sins, they increased them more and 
more. In uiis example every one may see that God 
is just, and that he will not suffer the contempt of his 
covenant to go unpunished. And, when we near the 

Erophets firequently reproaching the Jews for their ido- 
itry, and denouncing the Divme vengeance against 
them for it, we should remember, that to break the 
commandments of God, and to turn our heart from 
him to bestow it upon the world, is to be guilty of a 
kind of idolatry, which is not less odious to him in 
Christians, than that which Hosea complained of was 
in the Jews, and which he will not fail to punish, by 
excluding from his presence, and from his kingdom, 
those who become guilty of it. 

CHAPTER XL 

The prophet represents to the Jews of the ten 
tribes that notwithstanding the kindness God had 
shown to their fathers, in bringing them ovitot Egypt, 
and all that he had done to draw them to him, they' 
had forsaken him, and were fallen into idolatry, and 
all kind of sins, which would cause God to deliver 
them to the king of Assyria. However, the Lord 
testifies, that he was moved with compassion towards 
them, because they were his people, and therefore 
promised he would not destroy them utterly, but 
would bring them again from their dispersion. 

Reflections. 

I. God reproaches the Jews for making so ill a 
return for his love to them and to their fathers, and 
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for the mercies he had conferred on them ; which is 
a warning to us, not be ungrateful to the Lord for 
all his kindnesses, and especially for his spiritual far 
Tours, which are infinitely more valuable than those 
he had bestowed upon the Jews. IL Hosea here 
teaches us, that God draws men, and endeavours to 
unite them to him with the cords of love ; that is to 
say, by kind and gentle means, before he makes use 
of severity against them. III. Wesee the great good- 
ness of God towards the guilty Jews in his declaring, 
that he could not resolve to destroy the Israelites; 
that he was moved with compassion towards them; 
that after he had chastened them, he would have 
pity on them. God is always merciful towards men, 
sparing them when he punishes them, and returns 
with his favour and loving-kindness as soon as the 
affliction has humbled them, and brought tjiem again 
to their duty. 

CHAPTER XII. 

I. Hosea complains, that the Israelites of the ten 
tribes had set up idolatrous worship, whilst the wor- 
ship God had prescribed was observed in the king- 
dom of Judah; and he threatens likewise the men of 
Judah for falling into idolatry, in imitation of the ten 
tribes. II. He reminds the Israelites of the blessings 
God had conferred on their father Jojcob^ and his 
posterity, in bringing them out of Eaypt^ and lead- 
ing them through the wilderness; but reproaches 
them for the imgrateful returns they had made for 
all the mercies they had received, and for provoking 
him by their worship of idols. 

Reflections, 

The design of this chapter was to put the Jews in 
mind of their ingratitude and infidelity towards God, 
who had not ceased to shower his favours upon them, 
in order to bring them to a sense of their duty. This 
should remind us of the inestimable blessings Grod has 
vouchsafed us, in giving us the knowledge of himself, 
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and redeeming us by his Son ; and sliould make us 
sensible how great our guilt must be, and how se- 
verely our ingratitude will be punished, if we make 
not a suitable return for so many benefits. Those 
words of the prophet deserve a serious attention, 
where he says, Jacob had power over the angel and 
prevailed^ when he wept and made supplication unto 
him. The example of this patriarch teaches us, that 
God will refuse nothing to those who call upon him 
with humility and perseverance ; and that the way to 
obtain the blessing of God, is to adhere to him by 
faith, and a sincere desire of his grace and blessing. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

I. Hosea says, that the people of Ephraim, tliat is, 
the Jews of the ten tribes, were formerly very pow- 
erful, and a terror to their enemies; but that, 
since their idolatry and disobedience against God, 
who had brought them out of Egypt^ and blessed 
them, they had exposed themselves to his wrath. 
II. He foretells that their kingdom should be de- 
stroyed, and that Samaria^ their capital city, should 
be laid waste ; whereas, had they continued faithful 
to their God, he would have secured them from all 
these misfortunes. 

Reflections* 

This chapter engages us to reflect on what for- 
merly befell the Israelites^ for making so ill a return 
for tne divine favour towards them, and abusing his 
patience and mercies. God, who had been their 
protector, and the protector of their fathers, declared 
fu^nst them, and caused them to be destroyed by 
the Assyrians, Let us from hence learn to acknow- 
ledge, that men bring upon themselves all the evil 
that befalls them. The Lord is full of kindness, and 
has only merciful intentions towards them ; but when 
they return his favours with ingratitude, and are in- 
sensible of his long-suffering, they lose their share in 
his love, and at li^t feel his severest vengeance. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1. Thb prophet eodiorts tke people of Israel^ to fly 
to God by repentaace^ not to put tikeir trust in thie 
Assyriamj and to renounce the worship of idols. IL 
He promises a return of the divine mvour to those 
who should be converted. 

jReJlectiom. 

This last chapter of Hosea contains these two in- 
structions : I. That when we have offended God, and 
fedlen into rebellion, we must recover by a speedy 
conversion, by having recourse to his mercy, and 
making promises of amendment, and bv serving him 
fidthfiuly. II. That God is always disposed to re- 
ceive into &vour those that repent, and to do them 
good after he has chasdsed them. God's promises 
of pardon to the Igraditesj showed what would hap<- 
pen to those among them who were recalled into 
their own countiy with the other Jews who returned 
from Babylon ; that God would bless them^ and they 
should for ever renounce the worship of idols. The 
use we are to make of the example of that people^ 
and of the warnings contained in this prqpnecy, is 
expressed in the last words of this Book : Who is 
tmse^ and he shall understand these things ? Prudent, 
and he shall know them ? For the ways of the Lord 
are riffht, and the just shall walk in them ; but the 
transgressors shall jaU therein. 



The end of the Booh of the Prophet Hosea, 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



JOEL. 



ARGUMENT. 

Joel prophesied in the kingdom of Jwdah ; but we do 
not know excLctly at what time» The occasion of his 
prophecy is an extrojordinary drought and famine 
which happened in that kingdom. He exhorts the 
Jews to humiliation and repentance; he likewise 
foretells their return from the Babylonish captivity ; 
and what was to hajy)en in the last days^ when the 
Messiah should come. 

CHAPTER L 

JOEL here describes the desolation to which Judea 
was shortly to be reduced, by drought, by vermin, 
and by famine ; and exhorts the people to humble 
themselves before God, and to have recourse to his 
mercy by prayer and repentance. 

Reflection's after reading the chapter. 

The famine with which the Jews were visited in 
the time of JcW, should be considered in these two 
liffhts ; first, as a chastisement from God on that peo- 
ple ; and secondly, as a forerunner of the desolation 
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which the Babylonians would cause in Judea; where- 
upon we may make two reflections. I. That God 
has several ways of chastising men ; he sometimes 
punishes guilty nations by drought, by vermin, by 
Darrenness, and by £Eunine, as it happened formerly 
to the kingdom of Judak. II. That when God 
sends any of these scourges, we must betake our- 
selves to him by fasting, humiliation, and earnest 
prayer, and endeavour to prevail upon him by a sin- 
cere repentance, lest still heavier judgments overtake 
us. By this means temporal calamities are sometimes 
averted ; but we are sure thereby to obtain pardon 
of sins, and deliverance from the miseries of the 
soul, and the punishments of the Ufe to come. 

CHAPTER II. 

This chapter has three parts ; I. Joel describes, in 
a figurative manner, the calamities that were to &11 
upon the Jews^ by famine, by vermin, and by the 
Chaldeans, II. He exhorts them all to humble them- 
selves, particularly the priests, and to turn away the 
an&'er of the Lord by a solemn fast, and by prayer ; 
which if they did, he assures them God would nave 
compassion on them. III. He adds a very express 
prophecy concerning the return from the captivity, 
and the gifts of the Holy Ghost, which Jesus Christ 
was to bestow upon men after his ascension into hea- 
ven, and before the last destruction of Jerusalem. 

Reflections. 

We may learn from this chapter, as well as the 
former, I. That famine, war, and other calamities, 
are the effects of God's justice, and the methods he 
uses for the punishment of men. II. When God 
appears provoked, we must endeavour to pacify his 
wrath by prayer and fasting ; but that the true man- 
ner of humbling ourselves by fasting, is, to have the 
heart broken with real sorrow, and to be converted 
to God by a sincere reformation. This is a general 
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duty ; but the prophet's particular address to the 
priests, shows that this is, m a peculiar maimer, the 
duty of the ministers of religion. III. We have here 
very positive promises, that God would redeem his 
eople ; that he would pour out his spirit upon all 
esh in the latter days ; and that then all who should 
call upon the name of the Lord should be saved. 
This promise relates to the times of the Gospel ; and 
was fulfilled when our Lord sent the Holy Ghost 
upon his apostles, after his ascension into heaven ; 
as St. Peter shows in the second chapter of the 
Acts; and this promise is executed in behalf of all 
the faithful who live under the new covenant, since 
God pours his Holy Spirit into their hearts, and 
gives salvation to all such as call upon his name ; 
which should lead us to celebrate the divine mercy 
towards us, and to make a due improvement of all 
the spiritual blessings which he so plentifully bestows 
upon us in his church. 

CHAPTER IIL 

Joel foretells, that God. would bring the Jews 
again after their captivity into their own country; 
that he would take vengeance upon their enemies ror 
their cruelty and injustice towards them, would de- 
liver his people, and bless them abundantly. 

Reflections. 

The promises contained in this chapter, whereby 
God had engaged to bring again the captive Jews 
into their own country, and to punish the idolatrous 
nations who had afflicted them, were fulfilled, when 
the Jews returned from their captivity at Babylon; 
and the Edomites, Egyptians, and B(dn/lonians, who 
had so greatly afflicted the people of God, felt the 
divine vengeance. We here see, that God is faith- 
ful to his promises, and that his covenant with his 
people standeth sure ; that when he appears most 
angry with them, he still preserves hiis love and kind- 
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ness towards them. Lastly, We here observe llie 
oare God takes in preserving, proteetine', and de- 
fending his church, against the power and malice of 
its enemies. These promises are likewise aj^licable 
to the Christian churdi in asense still more perfect; 
and it is in this light that we are to consider them, 
and to meditate upon them, fer our edification and 
comfort. 



The end of (he Book of the Prophet JoeL 



TH£ 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



AMOS. 



ARGUMENT. 

God sent the prophet Amos, toho toas a shepherd, to 
exhort the Jews of Israd and Judah to repent'- 
ance : to denounce his judgments agaimt them; 
and at the same time toforeteU the deliverance of 
the people of God, and the coming of Jesus Christ. 
The time in which Amos prophesied, is noted at the 
beginning of his Book. 

CHAPTER I. 

God says, that he was going to punish the Syrians, 
Philistines, Tyrians, Edomites, Moabites, and Am- 
monites, because of their crimeSy and the evils they 
had done to the Jews, 

Rejections after reading the chapter. 

On this chapter we are to consider, that all the 
people here mentioned, felt the effects of the threat- 
enii^ denounced against them by Amos and the 
other prophets ; and that God punished them, by 
means of the Assyrians, for their pride and injustice, 
and the cruelties they had exercised against the 
Jews, whereby we see, that God is just and true in 
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his threatenings, and revenges the injuries done to 
the innocent, and especially to his church. 

CHAPTER II. 

I. Amos denounces the ruin of the Moahites. II. 
He declares next, that the people of Judah and of 
iS^o^Z should be likewise punished, because they had 
forsaken the service and laws of the Lord, and ren- 
dered themselves guilty of foul iuCTatitude ; and be- 
cause, although God had raisea prophets among 
them, to warn them, they had refused to hearken to 
them. 

Reactions. 

The threatenings contained in this chapter engage 
us to consider, that God, after he had declared that 
he would execute his judgments upon the nations 
round about the Jews^ says, he would likewise pu- 
nish the kingdoms of Judah and Israel for their sms, 
because they had sinned against God, forsaken his 
service, abused his favours, and refused to hearken 
to the prophets, whom he had at several times raised 
up among them. God punishes sin every where, and 
particularly in those on whom he has conferred ex- 
traordinary favours, when they make ungrateful re- 
turns for his mercies, break his laws, and cast his 
word behind them, and despise the warnings of his 
servants. 

CHAPTER III. 

I. Amos denoimces the dreadful judgments of God 
against the Israelites^ and declares, that God was 
ffoing to execute his threatenings upon them, accord- 
mg to the predictions of the prophet. II. He calls 
the Philistines^ and Egyptians to be witnesses of the 
sins of the Israelites^ and of the vengeance God 
would take upon them : and he foretells, that the 
cities and palaces of the Israelites should be over- 
thrown, and that Beth^el^ which was the place where 
they worshipped the idols, should be totally de- 
stroyed. 
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Reflections, 

I. God's severe treatment of the Jews^ whom he 
had chosen above all the people of the earth, but they 
had rebelled agamst him, teaches us, that those whom 
God has received into covenant, and has distinguished 
by his favours, are most severely punished when they 
prove unfaithful. II. Amos teaches us, that when 
God speaks and threatens, all the world ought to stand 
in awe ; and that no evil happens to men but what 
proceeds from God. This ought to fill us with a salu- 
tary dread of the voice of God and his threatenings ; 
ana make us confess, that all the evils, and all the 
calamities which come upon men, are the dispensations 
of Providence ; and that we ought to aaore in all 
things the justice of God, and to submit to his will. 
III. When we read, that God calls the neighbouring 
people to bear witness to the great disorders that 
reigned among the Jews^ and to see the vengeance 
that he was going to take upon them ; this shows to 
what a height of corruption they were arrived, inso- 
much that the idolatrous nations themselves had rea- 
son to be astonished, and to acknowledge the justice 
of God's j udgments upon them. IV. The same justice 
appeared, in that Beth-elj which was the place where 
their idolatry was established, and the palaces and 
houses of the great men, in which they haa committed 
their crimes, were devoted to utter destruction, 

CHAPTER IV. 

I. The prophet foretells, that the Lord would 
quickly destroy Samaria, the capital of the ten tribes, 
because of the wickedness, injustice, and violence, 
which the great men, who are here called the fat kine 
of Bason, committed in it, and because of the idolatry 
that was established at Beth^el, and at Gilgal, II. 
He next reproaches the Jews, that notwithstanding 
God had chastened them by famine, drought, vermin, 
pestilence, and odier scourges, yet they were not con- 
verted to him ; and therefore, that they must pre pare 
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themselves to feel the utmost effects of his wrath and 
indignation. 

There are two reflections to be made on this 
chapter. I. That there are two sins which particu- 
larly provoke God to anger against a nation ; which 
are, the injustice and oppression committed by ^eat 
men ; and the pro£a.nation of divine service, and the 
false worship paid to Ood. The other thing we are 
to learn here is, that God uses to call men to conver- 
sion by divers corrections, before he suffers his sever- 
est judgments to fall upon them. He had sent famine, 
drought, burnings, vermin, pestilence, and war, upon 
the fsradites^ to bring them to himself; but because 
they did not sincerely turn to God when he smote 
them with all these scourges, he at last made use of 
the most dreadfuland severe chastisements, deliverii)g 
them to their enemies, and driving them out of their 
own country. 

CHAPTER V. 

I. Amos foretells and declares the desolation of 
the ten tribes, and attributes that desolation to the 
idolatry, oppression, injustice, and other crimes of 
that nation ; but particularly, to their continuing in 
the idolatrous worship practised at Beih-elf Gi^aly 
and Beersheba. II. He describes the miseries that 
were to fall upon their cities and the whole country, 
III. He tells then^, that God ai)horred their feasts, 
their solemn assemblies, their burnt sacrifices, and 
their whole worship; because they served idols, as 
their fathers had done in thewilaerDess : and that 
to punish them for their id<^try, they would' soon 
be carried captives into AssyrtOy beyond Damascus. 

Reflections. 

God continues in this chapter to reprove the Is^ 
radites for their two principali sins ; samoly, that they 
were idolaters, and that the great men among them 
had no sense of religion and conscience, but op* 
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pressed the innocent, committed injustice, and took 
rewards and bribes. These reproaches, which so 
frequently occur in the Prophets, show very plainly, 
that those sins are of the number of the great crimes 
that God suffers not to pass unpunished, and which 
even occasion the ruin of kings and nations. II. It 
appears from hence, that God, at the time he so 

, severely threatened the Israelites^ was so gracious 
as to inform them how they might prevent tneir de- 
struction, by forbidding them to go to Beth-el and 
other places where they served iaoh; telling them 
several times : Seek the Lordf and ye shall live. 
Hate the evil, and love the goodf and establish ivdg^ 
meat in the gate ; it may be that the Lord God of 
hosts will he gracious unto you. God is infinitely 
gopd, and long-«8uffering towards sinners, and does 
not punish them as they deserve, till he has showed 
them the way to escape his judsments. III. We 
have seen, that the sacrifices, ana all the worship of 
the Jews were displeasing to God ; that he hated their 

/east days, and their solemn assemblies, and would 
not accept ilieir bumt-^fferings. God thereby de- 
clares, that all outward acts of religious worship, even 
those which are attended with the greatest solenmity, 
are looked upon by him as sacruege and impiety, 
when those who perform them trample under foot 
his holy laws, ana have no real intention to please 
him, and to do his will.' 

CHAPTER VL 

I. The rebukes and threatenings in this chapter, are 
chiefly addressed to the rich and great men of the 
king(U>m of Judah and IsraeL II. Amos reproves 
them for their injustice, dissoluteness, sensual lives, 
and pride; and ne blames. them, above all, that at a 
time when they should afflict themselves for the deso* 
lation of Joseph, that is to say, of a part of their Inre- 
thren ; and when they themselves were threatened 
with die like treatment, they abandoned themselves 
to mirth and pleasure. III. He gives them to un- 
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derstand, that God, being justly provoked, would 
humble their pride, cause both mat and small to 
perish in a miserable manner, and take from them 
all those advantages whioti they abused, and deliver 
them into the hands of the Assyrians, 

Reflections, 
We are chiefly to observe, in the reading' of this 
chapter, that among the several sins which displease 
God, and provoke his indication, there are three 
which particularly produce uiis effect; which are, I. 
The injustice and violence committed by the rich and 
^at. II. A sensual and voluptuous life, luxury, 
high living, the love of pleasure and diversions, and 
pride. III. Insensibility under God's corrections, and 
the examples of his wrath. These were the sins for 
which the Jews perished, and which bring down his 
vengeance upon such as are guilty of them ; where- 
fore we ought most carefully to avoid them. To this 
end let us consider, that these sins do not only expose 
men to temporal punishment, but make them subject 
still more unavoidably to the punishments of the world 
to come ; and that injustice, a love of pleasures, im- 
patience, and security, are yet more displeasing to 
God in Christians, than they were in the Ji?ir5/ be- 
cause the Gospel does so expressly command, and by 
the most powerful motives engage us, to renounce 
the desires of the flesh, and to live in charity, tem- 
perance, and humility. 

CHAPTER VII. 

This chapter has two parts. In the first, Amos re- 
lates three visions : the two first, which are the vision 
of the grasshoppers, and that of the fire, represent the 
corrections wherewith God had intended to visit the 
Israelites; and from which they had been delivered by 
the intercession of theprophet, and by the goodness 
and long-suffering of Grod towards them. The thhrd 
vision, which was that of a man with a plumb-line in 
his hand, denoted, that God was just going to put his 
threatenings in execution against ikaX people ; that 
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he would not bear with them any longer, and in par- 
ticular, would destroy the house of Jeroboam. In 
the second part of this chapter, Amos relates that 
Amaziahf who was an idolatrous priest of Beth^el^ 
accused him to Jeroboam^ the king of Israel^ of con- 
spiring against him ; and would have forced the 
prophet to fly into tlie land of Judah^ and to pro- 
phesy no more at Beth-eL But Amos repeated his 
predictions, and threatens Amaziah and his family 
with a fatal end, and says, that the Israelites should 
certainly be carried out of their country. 

Re/lections. 

The visions related in the first part of this chapter 
show, that before God cast off the Jewsj he had 
chastened them several ways, and bore with them a 
long time, being moved by the intercession of the pro- 
phet ; but seemg that their hardness of heart was 
unconquerable, he was resolved to spare them no 
longer. God in his goodness and patience does not 

Presently destroy those who sin against him ; he 
earkens unto the intercession of good men, and 
warns and corrects them ; but when sinners despise 
God's long-suffering, he displays on them the utmost 
severity of his justice, from which nothing can 
secure them. In the second part we see, how an 
idolatrous priest accused Amos of having conspired 
against the king, and would have had him leave the 
land of Israel; but the prophet continued always 
speaking in God's name, and declared to that un- 
godly priest, that he should see the shame and de- 
struction of his family, and should be carried with 
the Israelites into a strange land. This is an exam- 
ple to show that the innocent, and the true servants 
of God, have in all ages been exposed to calumny, 
and the contradiction of sinners ; that the fear of 
men ought not to discourage them, nor hinder them 
from discharging their duty ; and tliat those who resist 
the word of Goc^ and his faithful ministers, as they op- 
pose God himself, shall never escape unpunished, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

I. The Lord represents the rain of the kinfi^dom 
of Itrael^ by the vision of a basket of summer truits, 
which were ripe and fit to eat II. He blames those 
that enrich themselves by covetousness, extortion, 
injustice, and by oppressing the people. Lastly, 
He declares, that God would not suffer these crimes 
to pass unpunished ; that he would overwhelm the 
land of Israel with all kinds of calamities; and 
chiefly, that he would send the famine of his word 
to punish the Israelites for their contempt of it, and 
for the idolatry they committed in worshipping the 
golden calves of Dan and Beersheba. 

jReflections, 

Besides the general reflections we may make 
upon the punbhments the Israelites drew upon them- 
selves by their idolatry, and by their other sins, this 
chapter offers us two particular considerations, which 
we ought carefully to attend to. One is, that it is 
a very great and crying sin to make use of fraud, 
extortion, and oppression, to gain wealth ; to have 
false weights and false measures ; and especially to 
shut up and engross corn, and other things neces- 
sary for life, in the time of famine, with a design to 
enrich ourselves, and by that means get the sub- 
stance of the poor and necessitous. It is very 
remarkable, that God swears by himself that he wiU 
not suffer such sins to go unpunished. The other 
consideration relates to the threatening of the pro- 
phet, that God would send a famine in the landj not 
a famine of breads nor a thirst for toater^ but of hear- 
ing the word of the Lord. Let us learn from hence, 
that the most terrible chastisement God can inflict 
upon a people is to deprive them of his woi^d, and 
no longer to send his faithful servants amongst them; 
and therefore, that those who enjoy those precious 
advantages ought to esteem them above all things, 
and make a good use of them, lest God depr^^e 
them of them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I, Amos relates a new vision, in which he saw God 
standing upon the altar, and commanding that place 
to be destroyed, with all the people ; and declaring, 
th^t his vengeance would pursue the Jews wherever 
they went ; and that he would no longer look upon 
them as his people, II. He promises, nevertheless, 
that after he had dispersed -them, he would recall 
them one day, and would restore the tabernacle, that 
is to say, the throne of David^ and the true worship 
of God ; and with this promise Amos ends his pro- 
phecy. 

Mefkctions, 

In this chapter we see God's severe justice against 
the Jewsy and his mercy towards the remnant of that 
nation. The severity of God's justice appears in the 
order he rave an angel to destroy the Jews; and espe- 
cially in his declaring, that though they should hide 
themselves in the bottom of the earth or sea, or should 
ascend up even to the heavens, his vengeance should 
pursue them )thither, since he is the great and mighty 
God, the creator and governor of the world. These 
words, so full of majesty, should inspire us with fear 
and reverence, and convince us that God is every 
where, that his power has no bounds, and that no- 
thing can screen the wicked from his justice and 
veneeance. Themercy of God shows itself in his de- 
clarmg, that the Jews should not be cast off for ever ; 
that he would have compassion on them, and bring 
them again from their captivity ; that he would raise up 
the tabernacle of David; and that then all the nations 
should call upon the name of the Lord. This pro- 
phecy does not only signify that the Jews should re- 
turn mto their own land after the captivity ; it relates 
also to the glorious establishment of thehingdom of 
the Messiah, and the calling of the Gentiles, as St. 
James explains it in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts^ 
where he quotes these words. After this J will return^ 
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and will huild again the tabernacle of Damdj which 
is fallen down. And I will build again the ruins 
thereof^ and I will set it up. That the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord^ and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doth all 
these things. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet Amos. 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



GBADIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

The Book of Obadiah is a prophecy against the 
EdomiteSy who were rmghhours of the Jews^ arud 
descended from Esau^ JacoVs brother : for which 
reason the prophet says, thai the Jews were their 
brethren. Obadiah foretells, that God would root 
out the Edomites because of their pride, and par^ 
ticularly because they ryoiced at the ruin of the 
Jews, and had even helped to destroy them ; which 
might incline us to believe, that he lived after the 
destruction of Jerusalem : But as Joel, chap, iii. 
19, and Amos, chap, \, 11, 12. reprove and threaten 
the Edomites in the same manner ; and the prophecy 
of Obadiah is placed immediately after that of 
Joel and Amos, we must suppose that these three 
prophets lived at the same time ; and that what is 
said in this book of the miseries that had befallen 
the Jews, relates to some other calamities which 
they had been exposed to; as we read 2 Chron, 
XXI. 16, 17, and xxv. 21. Obadiah foretells like- 
wise, that the Jews shotdd return into their oivn 
land, and even possess part of the country of the 
Edomites, 
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Iteflectiom after reading the chapter. 

The prophecy of Obadiah has this peculiarity in 
it, that he prophesied not against tne Jews^ but 
against another nation, even af^ainst the Edomites. 
Two things are to be considerea in this book. The 
first is, that the ruin of the Edomites happened as 
Obadiah and the other prophets had foretold ; for 
the Chaldeans took and destroyed Edom soon after 
Jerusalem was taken ; and when the Jews were re- 
turned into their own land, they gained great ad- 
vantages over the Edomites^ and became masters of 
a part of their country. These events, which so ex- 
actly answer the predictions of Obadiah^ prove the 
Divine authority of his prophecy. The second re- 
flection relates to the cause of their destructioxi. 
The prophet several times declares, that they were 
thus treated on account of their pride, their vain 
confidence, and particulturly because they had re- 

{*oiced to see the miseries of the Jews^ their neigh- 
bours and brethren : and had even helped to destroy 
them ; killing those who had e^c^ped tne rage of the 
Babylonians^ when Jemsalem was taken. Thus 
Providence brings down proud and cruel people, 
severely punishes thode wuo insult the miseraole, 
and deught in their sufferings, and takes vengeance 
on the enemies <tf the church, and those who oppose 
his glory. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet Obadiah. 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



JONAH. 



ARGUMENT, 

Jonah lived in the time of Jeroboam the secoTtd, king 
of Israel. He was sent from God to Nineveh^ the 
capital of ttie empire of the Assyrians^ to denounce 
the ruin of that city : and this Book informs us 
what was me success of his mimstry, Jonah uttered 
other prophecies besides that contained in this 
Book : as may be concluded from the fourteenth 
chapter of the Second Book of Kings* Jonah is 
the only prophetj whose writings are handed down 
to usj thai was sent to any strange nation* What 
our Lord says in the Gospelj confirms the truth of 
what is corUained in this Booky and shows that 
Jonah was a prophet sent from God* 

CHAPTER i: 

I. God sends Jonah to Nificvek ; bat the prophet 
beinir afraid to go thither, embarks tx) go to Tardiish. 
IL &)d raises a great tempest, and JbttoA is cast 
into the sea to allay the storm. 

Ructions after reading the chapter. 

It may be observed in genei^ upon the Book of 
Jonahy that God sent that prophet to the Ninevites, 
and to the Assyrians, ibat those idolaters and enemies 
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of the Jew$i who were in a short time to destroy the 
kingdom of the ten tribes, might know that the God 
of l[srael was the Ahnighty God, who would over- 
throw their city, as it happened some time afiter. The 
particular reflections to be made on this chapter are 
three : I. That Jonah fearing to eo to discharge his 
commission at Nineveh^ attemptea to fly into a dis- 
tant country. This was the effect of die prophet's 
weakness, which, upon this occasion, got the better 
of his piety. They who have not courage to obey 
the divine call, are guilty of a sin like that of Jonah : 
but this the ministers oi God are particularly guilty 
of, who, through shame or the fear of men, dare not 
speak to them in his name. II. The storm which 
suddenly came upon Jonah^ and those that sailed 
with him, and which God sent, teaches us, that it is 
in vain to think of escaping his knowledge, or flying 
from his authority ; since he pursues and finds out 
those that refuse to obey him, who, whoever they 
are, cannot escape his justice. III. We must ob- 
serve, that Jonah was discovered b^ lot, cast into 
the sea, and swallowed by a fish. By this means 
God was pleased to punisn the prophet for his diso- 
bedience, make him sensible of the greatness of his 
crime, and eng^age him to confess it before those 
who were with him in the^ ®^^P» ^^^ ^^ repair it 
afterwards by going to Nineveh. Thus God proposed 
to inspire those idolaters with fear that were with 
Jonah, and lead them to revere and proclaim the 
power of that God whose minister Jonah was, which 
accordingly they did when the storm ceased. What 
happened on this occasion shows likewise, that the 
lot, as well as all other events, are at the disposal of 
Divine Providence. 

CHAPTER IL 

Jonah being cast into the sea, is swallowed by a 
great fish, in whose belly he remained three days and 
three nights. Hejprays to God, and thanks him for 
delivering him, ancl the fish casts him upon the shore. 
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JRe/lections. 

I. Thb manner in which God preserved Jonahs 
causing him to be swallowed by a great fish, when he 
was cast into the sea, is a new miracle, which dis- 
covers the power of God, at the same time that it 
displays his goodness towards the prophet Thus 
God snows his mercy, at the same time he is giving 
proofs of bis justice : and when he chastises he de- 
signs to preserve and bless. II. JmwKs prayer to 
God, when he had brought him up from the depth 
of the sea, and when the fish which had swallowed 
him up was going to cast him upon the shore, shows 
the great faith and thankfulness of the prophet, as 
well as his return to his duty. III. The deliverance 
of Jondh^ when he came out of the belly of the fish, 
i$ another wonderful event, which displays in an il- 
lustrious manner the power and goodness of God. 
But what we are chiefly to take notice of in this 
event is, that the miraculous manner in which God 
^restored JbwaA to life the third day, was a very express 
type of the death and resurrection of our Lord. This 
Jems Christ himself teaches us in the Gospel, where 
he says. That as Jonah was three days and three-nights 
in the whalers belly ^ so the Son of Man shall be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earthy and 
on the third day he shall rise again^ 

CHAPTER III. 

Jonah being sent a second time to Nineveh, de- 
clares to the people of that great citV) that it was 
going to be destroyed ; at which the king and the 
inhabitants being moved, fasted and humbled them- 
selves before God, which prevailed upon him to spare 
them. 

Reflections, 

This history presents us with the following reflec- 
tions : I. That Jonah, who was afraid to go to Ni^ 
neveh the first time the Lord sent him, after he had 
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felt the effects of God's power, went thither boldly. 
This example shows, that^the Divine corrections are 
of great Bse, as ihef serve to recover men from their 
errors, awaken the seal of good men, and lead them 
to a more fiEdthfol discharge of their duty. II. God 
commanded JomA to go to Nineveh^ and threaten 
the inhabitants of that great city, which was snnk in 
idolatry, luxmy, and dissoluteness, with a speedy and 
total destruction. The warning God gave the ^tW- 
vites of their approaching rum, is a proof on one 
hand, that he was provoked at the abommable crimes 
they were addictea to ; and on the other, it is a token 
of his mercy towards that people. Thus the sins of 
men, and particularly those committed in great cities 
and the courts of princes, provoke God's wrath, and 
indignation ; and yet God, in his mercy, threatem 
men before he punishes them, that they may pre- 
vent his judgments by repentance. III. The lung of 
Nineveh and his people, who had been informed g( 
the miracle that had happened in), the perscm of 
Jonah^ humbled themselves, and foiisook their sins^ 
and God was reconciled towards them. This teaches 
us that fasting, humiliation, and conversion, are most 
effectual means of averting the Divine anger ; and 
that God, who is infinitely gracious, forgives the most 
guilty, when they forsake their sins. Liastly, This 
history should call to mind what our Lord says in 
the Gospel upon this occasion ; The men of Nineveh 
shall rise up in jfudgment cugamst this generation^ 
and shall condemn it^ because they repented at the 
preaclHng rf Janahj and behold a greater than Jonah 
is here. By this we may judge, that Christians who 
are called to repentance by the voice of Jesiu Christ 
himself, shall certainly be condemned, if they refuse 
to hear the call. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Jonah, seeing God had spared the Ninevitesy is 

frieved, and wishes for death ; but God, to convince 
im how unreasonable it was to grieve as he diid, 
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caused a plant to wither, under which the prophet 
was sheltered. 

ReflectionSm 

I. The displeasure of the prophet at God's sparing 
the Ninevitesy must be consiaered as one of those 
weaknesses which are sometimes found in persons of 
true piety, and which God graciously pardons. How- 
ever, his displeasure proceeds from a fear of being 
exposed to some ill treatment in that country and 

Eassing for a felse prophet, since his threatenings 
ad not been executed. II. It is to be observed that 
God caused the plant to wither under whose shade 
Jonah sat, and when the prophet grieved at it, he 
showed him how unreasonable it was to be so much 
concerned and afraid, because God had spared Nine' 
veh. What God said to Jonah on this occasion, ex- 
presses his great goodness towards this prophet, and 
especially his great mercy towards all men, which 
was extended even to little children. The all-ffra- 
cious God hates none of his creatures ; and, far from 
making them miserable, and taking pleasure in their 
sufferings, he is inclined to spare tnem, and do them 
good. This mercy of God ought to affect our hearts 
with love and gratitude towards him, inspire us with 
sentiments of R»ve towards all men, and engage us to 
be merciful^ as our Father which is in heaven^ is mer" 
cifuh 



The end of the Book of the Prophet JonaK 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



M I C A H. 



ARGUMENT. 

Micah lived in the time of Isaiah and Hosea. The 
design of his prophecy is^ to reprove the Jews for 
their sins, both those of the kingdom of Israel, and 
chiefly those ofjudah ; to denounce their ruin, and 
to foretell the restoration of the people of God, and 
the coming of the Messiahs 

CHAPTER I. 

I. The prophet says, that God was preparins^ to 
destroy Samaria, the capital of the kingdom of ik- 
rael, and Jertisalem, the capital of Judah, because 
these two kingdoms had ^ven themselves up to ido- 
latry. II. He foretells lucewise the ruin of several 
cities in the land of Israel and Jvdah, such as Saphir, 
Zaanin, Maroth, Lachish, and some otliers. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. We are to consider in general, on this first chap- 
ter, that the event proved the truth and divinity of 
this prophecv ; the kingdom of /^ro^Zhaving been de- 
stroyed by the Assyrians, and that of Judah, after it 
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Lad been attacked by the same Assyrians in the 
reign of Hezekiah^ bein^ at last destroyed by the jBa- 
hylonians^ and the people led away into captivity. II. 
We should take particular notice of that pompous 
description of the majesty and power of the Lord, 
which the prophet gives at the beginning of this 
Book. It teaches us, that God is a being of un- 
bounded power, that nothing can resist him, and 
that, as he employs this power to protect such as 
fear him, so likewise he makes use of it to punish 
them that offend him. This we have an example of 
in the destruction of the chief cities of Israel and 
Judah^ and even of these two whole kingdoms ; who, 
for having provoked God to wrath by meir idolatry, 
and by divers crimes, found themselves at last de- 
prived of his protection, and delivered into the hands 
of their enemies. 

CHAPTER II. 

Micahi after he had in the former chapter describ- 
ed the idolatry of the Jews^ in this complains of the 
injustice and extortion committed among them, prin- 
cipally by their great men and rulers, and threatens 
them with sudden destruction. 

Reflections. 

I. The prophet complains in this chapter, that the 
Jewsy and particularly tneir rulers, were covetous and 
unjust, and had no other design but to enrich them- 
selves, and made use of every means to this end. 
Moreover, he accuses them of attempting to hindeY 
the prophets of the Lord from speaking to them, and 
for hearkening rather to false prophets. Lastly, He 
protests, that God would soon make them feel the 
effects of his justice, by driving them out of the land 
wherein they dwelt. By this all men may see, that 
the sins of persons in authority, their injustice, vio- 
lence, desire of enriching themselves, and contempt 
of God's warnings by his word and ministers, is a 
mark of extreme corruption, and that God will one 
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way or other tedce vengeance on those ^s, when men 
obstinately persist in them. 

CHAPTER HI. 

The prophet goes on in censniing the Jetos for 
their sins. L He reproaches the magistrates for their 
avarice, injustice, and other misdemeanors. IL He 
speaks against the felse prophets, who deceived the 
Jew$9 pronusing them peace, in hopes thereby of pro- 
moting their own interest HI. He declares^ in the 
name of the Lord, that these sins of the rulers of the 
people would cause God quickly to overthrow Jeru^ 
salemy and the temple^ anci reduce them to a ruinous 
heap. 

The censures contained in this chapter are ad- 
dressed to the princes, and magistrates, and prophets 
of IsraeL Tney show, that the depravity of the 
Jews was general, and past remedy, in the time of 
the prophet Micah; but that the source of the cor- 
ruption, was in those who were at the head of the 
nation. The judges and ma^stratesopenly practised 
injustice, ju^ed for rewards, and took brioes. Be- 
sides, the prophets and priests, who would have op- 
posed the corruption, were prevaricators and merce- 
narV) who, by nattering the people, lulled them in 
then: security. These ai'e the crimes for which the 
prophets very fireauently reproaiehed the Jewish 
princes, and for wnich MiecA declares^ that Sien 
eaxd Jerusalem should be made an heap of stones. 
Bv this every one may see to what degree the 
crmies of persons in a public character, as un- 
righteousness in judgment, and infidelity in the mi- 
nisters of religion, provoke the Lord, and the great 
evils they bring upon the whole nation. This isAidiat 
judges and. magistrates, as well as pastors, should 
continually and seriously consider. The ministers of 
God, in particular, ought to imitate the holy confi- 
dence of Micahf and be, like him, filled with the Spirit 
of God, to tell Jacob his trespcLss^ avid Israel his sin; 
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ihat is to rebuke vice with great freedom in all per- 
sonsy and to declare to men all that God has com- 
manded them to say in his name; taking heed 
above all things not to lull sinners, by giving them 
false hopes, or concealing the miseries that threaten 
them. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Thoe prophet foretells : I. That all nations should 
be called to the knowledge of the true God. II. 
That though the Jews were to go into captivity at 
Babylon^ God would give them peace, and victory 
over their enemies. 

Rejlectionsk 

This chapter contains two prophecies : the first, 
foretells, that all nations should be enlightened with 
the knowledge of the true God, and should come and 
worship and serve him. The state of religion, and the 
divine worship at Jerusalem^ after the return of the 
Jews from the Babyhnish captivity, does not fully 
answer the majesty of this prophecv- But we have 
seen the accomplishment of it in the calling of the 
Gentiles, and their conversion to Christianity. This 
great and h^py event should convince us of the 
truth of the Christian Religion, and the divinity of 
the prophecies which went before concerning it, and 
produce in us great gratitude towards God, and fer* 
vent zeal for his service. MicaKs second prediction 
shows, that die Jews should be carried captives to 
Babylon, but that they should return,^ and dwell in 
Jvdea, and that all tlieir enemies should be con- 
founded. This prophecy was fulfilled as well as the 
former, which snould serve to confirm us still more 
in the £aith. We here likewise have an evident proof 
of the goodness of God, and his love to his people ; 
since while he threatens the ews to send them to 
BabfjjUm^ and deliver diem to strange nations, he 
promises to brin^ them again to their own land, and 
to make them tnumph over all their enemies. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The predictions in this chapter describe, I. The 
wars that would be in Jndeuy tne siege of Jerusalem^ 
the fall cff the Jewish government, the coming of the 
Messiah, who was to be born at Bethlehem^ and the 
establishing of his kingdom. II. Micah foretells, that 
the Israelites should be delivered from the Assyrians 
and Babylonians^ who were to be given into the 
hands of their enemies, and utterly destroyed. 

Reflections. 

This chapter contains several predictions, which 
have all been verified by the event. We here see the 
miseries which afflicted the Jews before the coming 
of our Lord : but, above all, we here meet with an 
express prophecy, foretelling that the Messiah should 
come out of the town of Bethlehem. This prophecy 
perfectly agrees with Jesus Christy as St. Matthew 
remarks in. the second chapter of his Gospel, and 
can be applied to no other. The other predictions 
of the prophet have likewise been fulfilled. The 
Jews were delivered and protected by kings raised 
up by God to that end, and returned into Judea ; 
the Assyrian and Babylonian empires came to an 
end, and Babylon was utterly destroyed* So that 
the divinity of the prophecies, and the truth of God's 
promises, cannot be called in question, any more 
than the truth of relic^on in general, and our obliga- 
tion to practise the duties it prescribes. 

CHAPTER VI. 

I. The Lord complains, after a very earnest and 
affecting manner, of uie ingratitude of the Jewsy who 
notwithstanding his favours at all times bestowed upon 
them, rebelled against him, and forsook him. XL He 
tells them, that tneir sacrifices and oblations were not 
able to turn away his wrath ; and that the only way 
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to become acceptable to him, was to do what was 
right. Lastly, he reproaches them for the injustice, 
deceit, and violence, which were committed among 
them. But he especially accuses them of keeping the 
statutes of Omri and Ahab ; that is, of following the 
idolatrous worship which those kings had introduced 
in the kingdom of the ten tribes; and he declares that 
the Lord, provoked by all these crimes, would over- 
take them with his judgments. 

Reflections. 

From this chapter we learn, I. That God is per- 
fectly just, and at the same time full of goodness to- 
wards men ; that he only seeks to make 3iem happy; 
and that he loads them with his favours to engage 
them to love and fear him. This Micah expresses m 
most affecting terms, when he says, that God pleads 
with his people, and asks them, O my people^ what 
have I done unto thee^ and wherein have I wearied 
thee; testify against me. These words show, in the 
clearest manner, that men are guilty of foul ingrati- 
tude when they rebel against a good and gracious 
God; and that if they thereby bring down his wrath 
upon them, they are without excuse. IL The next 
instruction is, That it is not with sacriflces and burnt 
offerings^ or oblations^ that God vnll be pleaded; but 
that he has showed us what is good; and what the 
Lord requires of usy even to do justh^ and to love 
mercy y and to walk humbly with our God. By these 
words God teaches us, that the only worship he re- 
ceives is that which is attended with uprightness, and 
innocence of life, with charity and humihty of hearts 
These are the essential duties of religion ; for the 
neglect of which the Jewsy who were otherwise care- 
ful enough in the practice of the ceremonies, and ex- 
ternal duties of Divine worship perished in a misera- 
ble manner. Lastly, since God declares, he will not 
justify the unjust, those who make use of false 
weights, and false measures, and rob their neigh- 
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bour, either by violence, or by fraud and deceit; we 
cannot at all aoubt but these sins are very odions in 
his sight, and will brin^ down the curse of God upon 
such as are guilty of l£em. 

CHAPTER VII. 

This chapter contains two things : I. Micah la- 
ments the extreme corruption of tne Jewsy and the 
vices that reigned among them. 11. He promises 
them a happy restoration, and assures them, that, 
after God haa delivered them, for some time, into the 
hand of their enemies, and had justly chastised them, 
he would give them peace again, and would do for 
them such wonderful things as he had done in the 
times of their forefathers; for which the prophet 
blesses and praises the Lord. 

Me/lections* 

Here we may observe three things for our edifi- 
cation; which are, the complaints of we prophet, his 
comforting the Jews^ and his thanksgivings to God. 
I. He complains of dbie strange depravity of the Jews, 
saying that one could not find a good man among 
them ; that they sought nothing but to do mischief to 
one another; that sincere people were so scarce 
among them, that they could not trust their nearest 
relations; that magistrates and judges ran after 
bribes, and were guilty of all kinds of miquity. This 
picture of the strange corruption of the Jews^ shows 
the justice of those punishments with which God 
vbited them; and we may observe from thence, that 
when the fear of God, uprightness and sincerity are 
banished out of a country, when deceit and fraud 
prevail, and. judges take bribes and rewards, the 
judgments of God will soon unavoidably fall upon the 
land for such abominations. II. We must take ffood 
heed to those words wherewith Micah comforted the 
people of God, when they were quickly to fedl into 
the bands of their enemies : Rejoice not against me. 
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O mxRfi enemy : when I fall^ I shall arise : when I 
sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light tmto me. I 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have 
sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and exe- 
cute JudamefU for me. These admirable words teach 
us, God's way of dealing with men, and in particular 
with his church, when they sin against nim. He 
chastens them, but does not forsake them, nor suffer 
their enemies to prevail against them. III. This con- 
duct of the Lord should stir us up to acknowledge 
and praise his power, wisdom, andgoodness ; and to 
say with the prophet, )^F%o is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans-- 
gression of the remnant of his heritage f He retain- 
eth not his anger for ever, because he .delighteth in 
mercy ; he will have compassion upon us, and will 
forgive our iniquities. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet Micah. 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 
N A H U M. 



ARGUMENT. 

The prophecy of Nahum^ is a prediction of the de- 
struction ofNineveh^ and the end of the empire of 
the Assyrians, It is thought Nahum lived about 
eighty years after Jonah^ who had also prophesied 
against the Ninevites. 

CHAPTER I. 

NAHUM gives a noble description of the majesty 
and power of God, to show that the Assyrians could 
not resist him, and that, notwithstanding their 
strength, they should be destroyed, whilst the Jeics, 
whom they had used so ill, should be restored and 
preserved. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. It must be observed upon this book of Nahum^ 
that God raised several prophets, not only to foretell 
the destruction of the Jews^ but likewise that of other 
nations, and particularly of the Assyrians^ whose em- 
pire was exceeding powerful, and who had greatly 
oppressed the people of God ; their kings, Pul, Tig- 
lathpileser, Salmaneser, and Sennacherib, having 



II.] NAHUM. 385 

come, at several different times, into the land of 
Israel^ and made great havoc there. These predic- 
tions must have comforted the Jews^ and convinced 
tiiem, and the idolatrous nations themselves, that it 
was the Almighty God, and the Lord of the world, 
who permitted these nations to injure and oppress 
his people, and who spake by the mouth of his pro- 
phets. II. It is necessary to observe, in the next 
place, that JbnoA having been sent to Nineveh about 
eighty years before, the Ninevites had then averted 
the wrath of God by their repentance ; but that 
afterwards returning to their iniquities, and oppres- 
sing ihejewsy Nahum was sent to foretell the destruc- 
tion of tiieir city, and of the whole Assyrian monar- 
chy. God pardons men upon their humiliation, and 
bears with tnem ; but when they return to their ini- 

Juities, he at last executes thedecreesof his justice. 
II. We must know, that the predictions of Nahum^ 
made at a time when the Assyrians were still very 
powerful and formidable, were entirely fulfilled at 
the end of about ninety years, when Nahopolassarf 
father to the great Nebuchadnezzar^ king of Babylon, 
destroyed Nineveh, and put an end to the Assyrian 
empire ; which is a strong proof of the divimty of 
this Book. Lasdy, what Nahum says at the begin- 
ning of this Book, with so much strength and ele- 
Lce, concerning the infinite power and justice of 
rod, teaches us, that since God is so great and 
powerful, those who offend him cannot resist him ; 
and that notiiing can hurt those who fear him, and 
put {heir trust in him. 

CHAPTER II. 

The prophet foretells, that the city of Nineveh, 
and the Assyrian monarchy, of which Nineveh was 
tiie capital, should be assaulted by powerful ene- 
mies, and that notwitiistanding its strength, it should 
be taken, plundered, and laid entirely desolate. 
This desolation is here represented in a figurative 
and prophetical manner. 

VOL. II. s 
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Reflections* 

In this chapter we meet with a description of what 
befell the Assyrians^ and the city of Niner^eh^ some 
time after this prophecy. This ancient, powerful, 
and opulent city, was taken by the Babylonians^ its 
houses and palaces were destroyed, its inhabitants 
became a prey to the conquerors, and the Assyrian 
monarchy came to an end. So considerable an event 
should convince us more and more, that the predic- 
tions of the prophets came from God ; that there is a 
providence presiding over all things with justice and 
wisdom, and with a power which nothing can resist; 
and that the same God, who thus punishes and abaises 
kingdoms and nations, is the judge of all men, and 
will render to every one according to his works. 

CHAPTER III. 

Nahum continues to foretell the destruction of 
Nineveh f which he calls the city of blood, on account 
of the cruelties practised in it He says, that that 
powerful and magnificent city should be plundered 
and sacked, because it was full of pride and injus- 
tice, and defiled with its adulteries, that is, by the 
idolatry that prevailed in it; to this he adds, that ds 
Na^ which was a populous city in Egypt^ (and which 
is supposed to be the famous city of Thebes) was de- 
stroyed by Sennacherib^ so should Nin&oeh be de- 
stroyed ; and that ^neither the riches, nor the mighty 
men, nor all the people in it, however numerous, 
should be able to secin*e it; and that it should ner^^- 
recover from its ruins. ^ 

Meflections. 

In the destruction of Nineveh^-mid of the Assyrian 
monarchy, which was one of the most ancient and 
most flourishing empires in the world, we must observe 
the almighty power of God, who when he pleases 
overturns the greatest states. Besides God's infinite 
power, we may here also consider his justice; since it 
was the pride of the Assyrians^ their luxury, injustice, 
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idolatry, and the evil they had dope the Israelites^ 
that induced God to destroy them. Thus it will 
always be ; God will ever humble the proud, and 
punish those that live in wickedness and impiety ; 
especially when they obstinately persist in their sins. 
Lastly, it inust be considered, that God caused the 
destruction of Nineveh to be foretold long before- 
hand by NahuTHf for the consolation of his people, 
who were to be afflicted and invaded by the kings of 
Assyria, He did it likewise to prevent these idola- 
trous nations from glorifying^ in their victories over 
the Jews ; and that the whole world might see, that 
if the Jews were vanauished, it was by the will and 
permission of God, who meant to chastise his people 
by means of the Assyrians. 



The end of the Booh of the Prophet Nahum. 
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THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



HABAKKUK. 



ARGUMENT. 

Habakhuk prophesied a little before the takinff of <7e- 
rtisalem^ and near the time <y Jeremiah. He fore- 
told^ that God^ being provoked by the sins of his 
people^ was about to deliver them to the Chaldeans 
their enemies ; and that afterwards^ ike Chaldeans 
also should feel the effects of the Divine vengeance, 

CHAPTER I. 

In the first chapter Habakkuk does three things; I 
He complains, that the corruption of the Jews was 
come to its height II. He says, that God would 
bring the Chaldeans upon them to destroy them. III. 
He prays God not to forsake his people, to avenge the 
injuries they received, and not to suffer their enemies 
to triumph over them, nor to ascribe their victories to 
their own strength, and to their idols. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

The reflections to be made upon the three parts of 
this chapter are these : I. The first relates to the state 
of the Jews before their destruction. The complaints 
with which Habakkuk begins his prophecy, show, that 



CHAP. II.] HABAKKUK. 389 

nothing but violence and injustice was to be found 
amon^ them ; the law was no longer of any force to 
restrain them, justice was trampledimder foot, and all 
kinds of iniquity were committed by them. This was 
the true cause of the evils that came upon them ; and 
thus does God usually punish those who give them- 
selves up to wickedness and impiety. II. in the des- 
cription the prophet gives of the coming of the 
Chaldeans^ of their cruelty, and of the waste they 
would make in Judea^ we ought to consider, not so 
much the power of the ChaMeanSj as the justice of 
God, who made use of them to punish the Jews, 
III. HabakkuKs prayer to God, imploring his assist- 
ance against the impiety and pride of the king of 
the Chaldeans, who boasted of his victories, and 
attributed them to his false gods, teaches us, to have 
recourse to God in all dangers and necessities ; and 
to do this with extraordinary zeal and confidence, 
when God's glory is concerned. This prayer should 
moreover convince us, that God is righteous ; that 
his eyes are too pure to behold iniquity ; that he 
cannot suffer injustice and violence ; and that he is 
engaged by his own' glory to confound the proud, 
and Si who haughtily exalt themselves against him. 

CHAPTER II. 

The prophet having prayed, in the foregoing chap- 
ter, for the Jews, God answers him in this, and assures 
him, that although the deliverance of his people, and 
die punishment of the Babylonians, were delayed for 
a while, yet both of them should infaUibly come to pass ; 
that he would punish the Babylonians for their cruel- 
ties and dissoluteness, and, above all, for their impietj^ 
and idolatry ; that he would make tliem know, mat it 
was in vain diey trusted in their false gods. 

Reflections. 

From the reading of this chapter we may learn, I. 
To wait with patience, faith, and firm confidence, the 
accomplishment of God's promises, and not to be dis- 
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couraged when he defers the execution of them. This 
is themstructionwhich the prophet gives us, when he 
says, Though it iarry^ wait for tV, becattse it will 
narely come^ it wiU not tarry : And Aejmt shall live by 
foith, II. The prophet teaches us, that the Babyh^ 
niana would infallibly be destroyed for their pride, in- 
justice, rapine, andidolatry. Tiius we learn, that the 
endofGod'sjudgments is to punish menfor the crimes 
they commit, and to show tiiat he is the supreme Lord 
ana judge over aU tiie earth. Furtiier, these threaten- 
inffs of Habakkuh were executed ; the Babylonians 
felt the Divine vengeance as the Assyrians md done 
before them: and by this means, those two formidable 
powers, whohadtreatedtiie«74St(;«withsogreatcruelty, 
Decame examples of tiieDivine vengeance in the sight 
of all men. Lastiy, What the prophet says of the pu- 
nishment God would inflict upon the king of Babylon 
for his injustice and violenee, is applicable to all sudi 
as propose to enrich and raise themselves by sinful 
methods. Wherefore we ought to consider these 
words of Habahkvk with great attention : Wo unto 
him thai coveteth an evil covetausness ia his house^ 
and what follows on this subject This curse does 
not lew reeard private persona than kings ; it 
threatens all those th^t heap up riches by wicked 
ways : and daily experience shows, that ill gotten 
goods are not long enjoyed, and do commonly bring 
upon the unjust, and their families, all kmds of 
miseries. 

CHAPTER HI. 

This hymn of Habakkuh celebrates in lofty okt 
pressions the majesty of Qod, which had formerly 
appeared, when he published tiie law on mount Sinai, 
and in the wonders he wrought for the Jews^ in subr 
duingthe kings and people ofthe land of Canaan^ and 
of the countries round about, si;nd settling the children 
of Israel in that country. The design of thisi hymn 
was to comfort the JewSf and give them full assurance 
that God would not forsake them, but would again 
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diisplay his power in delivering them from the op- 
pression of the Chaldeans. . 

Reflections, 

The use we are to make of this hymn is, I. To 
learn from hence to remember the mercies of God, 
to meditate upon them continually, and chiefly to 
reflect on the wonders he has wrought for us in 
redeeming us by Jestis Christ our Lord, since those 
are infinitely greater than what Habakkuk celebrates 
in this chapter. II. The consideration of the effects 
of the power and love of God towards us, should 
inflame our hearts with love and gratitude; and 
above all should fill us with firm confidence in him, 
even in the greatest adversities. God has in all ages 
given evident proofs of his power and justice ; and 
since his love to his church, an/i to his children is 
always the same, it is impossible he should ever 
forsake those who are his, and who hope in him. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet Habakkuk. 
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THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



ZEPHANIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

ZephaniaJi W(u sent to the Jews of Jvdahj under the 
reign ofjosiah^ and some time before their destruc* 
tion, to exhort them to renounce their idolatry and 
other sinsy and be converted; and to threaten them^ 
that if they persevered in their impenitence, they 
shotdd certainly be destroyed by the Chaldeans. 

CHAPTER I. 

I. Zephaniah declares that the wrath of God was 
shortly to fall upon Jerusalem and its inhabitants, 
upon the royal family, and upon the whole kingdom 
01 Judahj because the Jews had provoked the Xord 
by their crimes, particularly by tine worship of false 
ods, and by their impenitence. IL He describes 
e horror of that desolation, and says, that neither 
their riches nor strength should deliver them. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. God, in his great g^oodness to die Jews, raised up 
Zephaniah, under the reign oijosiah, at a time when 
every thing^ was in confusion, and the Jews were 
addicted to idolatry, impiety, and the most shameful 
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crimes. The prophet had orders from God to ex- 
hort them to repentance, and to denounce their total 
destruction ; which Huldah the prophetess foretold 
at the same time. Thus God gives men notice and 
threatens them, before he punishes them, that they 
may by their repentance prevent his judgments, it. 
This chapter represents the extreme desolation to 
which the Jews would be reduced; the strict ac- 
count God would call them to, and the severe and 
exemplary punishment they would be exposed to for 
their sins, which was brought to pass afterwards by 
the Egyptians and Assyrians invading Jvdea^ and 
at length by the Chaldeans, who took and destroyed 
the city of Jerusalem. We may learn from hence, 
that nothing; can resist the Divine power and justice ; 
and that it is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, when he punishes. Above all, the 
description that the prophet ^ives of the day of the 
Jews^ destruction, should remind us of the great day 
of judgment, and of the terror of the wicked at that 
time. Lastly, we should reflect on the cause of those 
miseries which befell the Jews. They had forsaken 
the Lord, and corrupted his worsmp; and while 
they remained in this state of rebellion and impiety^ 
they still flattered themselves they were secure from 
danger; and that God would bring no evil upon 
them. Thus God punishes the profanation of the 
Divine service and impenitency, especially in those 
to whom he has in a particular manner made himself 
known. But, what is a mark of the utmost degree 
of obstinacy, and more especially engages God not 
to spare sinners, is their not dreading nis judgments, 
though they are so exceeding guilty, nor endeavour- 
ing to avert them by repentance. 

CHAPTER IL 

This chapter contains two things: I. An exhorta- 
tion to the Jews to confess their sins, and to be eon- 
verted, before God executed upon them the decrees 
of bis wiath. II. A prophecy, signifying, that God 
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would save a remnant of that people ; that he would 
cause the Jews to dwell again in the l^pd of Ccaman; 
and that tb^ neighbourinff naticMfig, the Philistines^ 
Moabitest Ammonites^ and the Ethiapian^ shpu}d 
be rooted out, and the Assyrians too, who were at 
that time so powerful, and Nineveh their capit^ city. 

Me/lections, 

We are here taught, I. That when God i»>pear9 
provoked^ the surest way to prevent the effects of 
nis wrath, is speedily to repen^ and turn to him, be- 
fore he puts his threatening in execution. II. That 
the piety, zeal, and upri^tness of those diat fear 
God, are sometimes the means of turning away his 
anger; and that the Lord never feils to remember 
the righteous, when he punishes the widced. This 
is the reflection to be made on these words of Ze^ 
phaniah : Seek ye the Lord^ all ye meek of the earthy 
which have wrought his judgment, seek righteousness, 
seek meekness : It may be, ye shall be hid in the day 
of the Lar^s an^J !!£ The prophet foretell^ 
mat God would bring the Jews back from their cap- 
tivity, and that the nations which were their enemies 
shomd be utterly laid waste. These predictions were 
not long before they were fulfilled. The king of Ba- 
bylon subdued the several nations here mentioned, 
in particular, the destruction of the famous city M- 
neveh, and of the Assyrian empire, was seen at that 
time. AU these events show, that God is a righteous 
judge ; and that he restrains the malice, pride, and 
power of nations and kings; that he takes in hand 
the cause of his church, and preserves it amidst the 
revolutions that happen in the world, and in spite of 
the attempts of those who desire to destroy it. 

CHAPTER III. 

Zephaniah denounces the utmpst miseries ^gaiost 
Jerusalem, because the Jews had not hearkened to 
the voice of the Lord. He complains of the unjust 
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acts committed by magistrates ; of the lies of the fake 
prophets; of the impiety of die priests, and of the 
obstinacy pf die people, who had made ^ right use 
neither of die patience of God, nor his corrections^ 
nor of the example of other nations, and particularly 
of the Jews of the ten tribes, who were already de- 
stroyed. He threatens them with a speedy desola- 
iion upon that account; promising, howeyer, diat 
God would do them good, and give them further 
reason to rejoice, by bringing diem again from 
strange nations into tneir own hmd, and pouring out 
his blessings upon diem. 

Reflections, 

I. The prophet here complains, that the city of 
Jerusalem had refused to hear the voice of God, and 
to receive instruction ; that the magistrates, priests, 
and prophets, were impious, unjust, and pro&ne ; 
and that the whole nation was extremely hardened ; 
to which he adds, that though God was in die midst 
of them, and daily did all that was necessary to bring 
them back to him, they were strangers both to shame 
and repentance. These complaints ought to be seri- 
ously considered, as they show us, that God is always 
just and good; and therefore, that we may not 
ascribe his judgments, and the evils that befall men, 
to any other cause than their wickedness, and their 
resistmg the voice of the Lord. Above all, we may 
learn fi'om this chapter, that the greatest misfortune 
that can happen to any people, and which most cer- 
tainly exposes them to the Divine vengeance, is when 
their spiritual or temporal rulers neglect the duties 
of their calling, and trample unHer foot the laws of 
religion and justice, II. We must take notice, in the 
next place, that God had caused the Jews to see the 
destruction of several nations, and especially of their 
brethren the Israelites^ that they might learn by 
these examples to fear him : but because they had 
persevered in their rebellion, die fire of his wrath was 
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goin^ to consume them. Those who see the ex- 
ampks of Divine justice, and the miseries which be- 
ftll others^ and do not improve by them^ aggravate 
their fraiit and punishment, and have reason to ex- 
pect Uie severest effects of the Divine vengeance. 
Liastly, The promises which Zq>fianiah adds to 
these threatenings, teach us, that as God afflicts 
men only to chastise and purify them ; he removes 
the afflictions as soon as they return to him. Thus 
he restored peace to the Jew^ and recalled them 
from Babyhnj when the seventy years of their cap- 
tivity were accomplished. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet ZephanioL 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



HAGGAI. 



ARGUMENT. 

TTi£ three last prophets^ Haggai^ Zechariah, and 
Malachi^ prophesied after the return of the Jews 
from Babylon, Haggai was sent to exhort the 
Jews to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem^ and to 
declare to them that the Messiah wotdd soon comsj 
and that the glory of his kingdom would be very 
great, 

CHAPTER I. 

In this chapter the prophet reproaches the Jews 
for beinfi^ more concerned in building their own 
houses, t^an in rebuilding the temple : he tells them, 
that their negligence and want of zeal was the reason 
that God had punished them by a dearth ; where- 
upon Zerubbabel the governor of Jerusalem^ and 
Joshua the chief priest, and all the people, set about 
building the house of God. 

Reflections cfter reading the chapter, 

HaggaVs reproof of the Jews for neglecting to 
rebuild the temple, while they took so much pains 
about their own houses, leads us to consider, that 
it is a very great &ult to be more concerned for our 
temporal mterests, and for the conveniences of this 
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life, than for the glory of God, and his service. It 
must next bo observed, that as God punished the 
lukewarmness and negligence of the Jews^ by not 
blessing their labours, and by sending them dearth 
and barrenness, so they who want zeal for the ser- 
vice of God, deprive themselves of his blessing; 
whereas he ][>le9ses those wlfo seek first the Iqn^dom 
of God, and his righteousness, and together with spi- 
ritual, grants them also temporal blessings. Lastly, 
The deference which Zemlfbabel the governor of 
Jerusalem^ and Joshua the high priest, and all the 
people, paid to the remonstrances of Haggai^ teaches 
us, to receive with submission the Divine exhorta- 
tions; and that those who are in authority, either in 
church or state, should enwlpy themselves with cou- 
rage, and to the utmost of tlieir power, in works of 
piety, and in promoting the true worship of God. 

CHAPTER 11. 

I. The prophet foretells, that though the temple 
qi the Jews then building, was inconsiderable in com- 
parison with that built by Sohmm^ Y^^ ^^^ ^^ glory 
of that second temple should be greater than the 
glory of the former, ^nd that the blessing of God 
should spread itself from thence over all nations. 11. 
Hdggai declares, that the Jews and the sacrifices 
had been reputed unclean before God, and he hai 
sent barrenness among them, whilst they neglected 
to rebuild his temple, but that for the future he 
would bless them. Lastly, He foretells that God 
would destroy many kingdoms, and recompense th^ 
zeal of Zembbabel^ governor of the Jews, 

Th£ iippst important reflection to be fn^^e upon 
tlos chapter, relates to the prophecy of Saffgai, 
which jEbretells that the glory of the second teiffple, 
which was built after the captivity, should be much 
greater than that of the first >;emple, which Soiamm 
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had built, and which had been burnt by the Chal- 
deans. Here it must be observed, that the temple 
of Solomon was much richer and more magnificent 
than that built in the time of Haggai; but that 
nevertheless, the glory of the second would be much 
greater, because the Messiah was to enter into it 
This prophecy, the truth and accomplishment of 
which can be shown no other way, plainly foretells, 
that the Messiah should come whilst the second 
temple was standing ; and as that temple no longer 
subsists, we must necessarily confess, tnat the Mes- 
siah is come, and that this Messiah is Jesus Christ 
our Lord. This is one of the clearest and most ex- 
press prophecies in the Old Testament. Another 
consideration which this chapter suggests to us, is 
that the Jews were esteemed unclean, and God pu- 
nished them by scarcity, while they neglected to re- 
build the temple. From whence we may learn, that 
we can have no share in the Divine blessings, when 
we are careless, and indilfereiit in what relates to his 
service. Lastly, It must be remarked, tliat, accord- 
ing to the predictions of Haggah ^^ Persian and 
Grecian monai'chies, which opposed ihe Jews, were 
destroyed, as that of the Babylonians had been; 
that the Jews were supported in their own land ; that 
Zerubbabelf and his descendanjts, subsisted in a glori- 
ous stote for a very long time ; and that at length 
our Lord was born of his posterity. Thus have the 
predictions of the prophets always been fulfilled, and 
the promises of God never figiled of being put in exe- 
cution. 



The end of the Book of the Prophet Haggai. 



THE 



BOOK OF THE PROPHET 



ZECHARIAH. 



ARGUMENT. 

Zechariah was sent at the same time^ and upon Ae 
same occasion as Haggaiy which was to encourage 
the Jews to rebuild the temple. In this book there 
are a great many visions and JigureSy describing 
what was to happen to the Jews* There are like' 
wise several prophecies relating to Jesus Christy 
and particularly to his royal entry into Jerusalem: 
to the thirty pieces of silver which Judas received 
to betray him : to the destruction of the Jews^ and 
the calling of the Gentiles* 

CHAPTER I. 

In this chapter Zechariah does two things : I He 
exhorts the Jews to repentance, and not to imitate 
their fathers, who, for despising the remonstrances of 
the prophets, had been sent into captivity. II. He 
relates two visions ; one of a man nding upon a red 
horse ; the meaning of which was, that God would 
have compassion upon Jerusalem ; that he would re- 
store the Jews, and watch over them for their good ; 
the other is, the vision of the four horns, ana four 
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carpenters; which signified, that God would defeat 
the designs and endeavours of the Enemies of his 
people, and would bring down the power of the 
kingdoms and nations which had set themselves 
against them. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

What we are here to consider, is, I. That exhor- 
tation to repentance, which God addressed to the 
Jews : Return ye to me^ and I will return to you. 
These words show, that God is ready to pardon, and 
restore his peace and favour to those who have pro- 
voked him Dy their sins, as soon as they return sin- 
cerely to him. II. God declares to the Jews^ that 
their fathers refusing to be converted, and to hearken 
to the voice of the prophets, who exhorted them to 
turn from their iniquities, was the reason why he had 
put in execution the threatenings denounced against 
them by those prophets. This is a warning to us, not 
to abuse the long-suffering of God, nor despise either 
his exhortation or threatenings. III. God sent 
visions and an angel to Zechariah^ to assure him, that 
he was moved with compassion at the sad condition 
of Jerusalem ; and that he had resolved to raise it 
from its ruins, and to deliver it from the oppression it 
laboured under, and to secure it from the plots and 
attempts of its enemies. These words of the angel 
are very remarkable, and evidently discover to us 
that God sees and governs all events, especially what 
concerns his church ; that whatever state it is in, he 
is its defender, and never leaves it in the hands of 
those that seek to destroy it. 

CHAPTER II. 

I. God shows Zechariah^ in a vision, a man hold- 
ing a measuring line in his hand ; which the angel 
explains, by telung him, that Jerusalem should be re-* 
built, and inhabited again ; and that God would be 
a waU to it II. The prophet invites the Jews which 
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were stUi at Baiyknh to return to Jkrusajem ; de^ 
nouncea the judgments of God against their enemies; 
exhorts the Jeios to rejoice^ ana foretells that other 
nations should join with them, and becoQie likewise 
the people of God. 

Re^tiofui. 

We see in this chapter, as well as in the whole 
rophecy of Zeckariah^ very plain proofs of God's 
ove and protection of the Jewish nation ; as he hin^- 
self expresses in these words : I will be a wall ofjbre 
round about Jerusalem, Sing and rejoice, O daughter 
ofSion : For lo I come, and unit dwell in the midst 
of thee, saith the Lord. The truth of these promises 
appears in the recalling the Jews that were captives 
at Babylon, and in the favours which God granted 
them after their return to Jerusalem ; but these pro- 
mises are yet more applicable to the Christian church; 
which is the true Sion, that shall continue for ever, 
and into which other Nations wer^ to be admitted, and 
become the people of God ; he dwellingin the midst 
of them, as their everlasting protector, xhese reflec- 
tions are very proper to ml with confidence all the 
true members of the churchy and confirm them more 
and more in godliness. 

CHAPTER III. 

ZeeharicJi sees the Idgh-priest Joshua standing 
belbre the angel, with Satan, that is to say, an adve^ 
sary standing oy him. Thisadversaryfepresentedthe 
people th^t hated the Jews, and hindered them firom 
rebuilding their city and temple. But the angel 
threatens this adversary with the judgments of God ; 
commands Joshiia to put on his priestly garments, 
and prpmises him, as well aB the Jeip9i ^ partici|lar 
blessing and protection. This is expressed |n tta$ 
chapter by the vision there set down, fmd by ^9 
stone which had seven eyps : these eyei? r^pre^ent 
the knowledge pf God and his provideiw^e, ^}i^\ 
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ruleth over all. The design of all this was to show, 
that God would preserve Jerusalem and the temple, 
in spite of the opposition of their ^lemies* 

Rejlectiom, 

This chapter presents us with these three obser- 
vations : I. That as the enemies of the Jews formerly 
with all their might opposed the building of the temple, 
and restoring the divine service ; so those who labour 
to promote the glory of God, almost always meet 
with opposition, but ought by no means to be dis- 
couraged by it. II. The angel threatens the adver- 
sary of the Jews, that God would restrain his malice, 
ana defeat his attepipts ; that the high-priest Joslma 
should execute his office in the temple ; and that 
divine service should be there performed as before. 
These words of the angel clearly prove, that God 
was the protector of Jerusalem^ and of those who had 
the divine worship at heart; and assure us, that he 
will always confound the enemies of true religion, 
and of his church, and will be the defender and sup- 
port of all such as serve him feithfiilly. III. We 
must here remember the remark which St. Petet 
and St. Jvde made upon these words of the angel to 
the adversary, who represented the enemies of the 
Jevps: The Lord rebvJte thee; upon which words 
these apostles observe, that since the angels them- 
selves ao not pronounce the sentence of condemna- 
tion against such as are exalted in dignity, but refer 
them to the judgment of God ; it is never lawful to 
revile and speak evil of the higher powers, but that 
we ought always to speak of them with meekness and 
respect. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Ik this chapter Zechariah relates the vision of the 
golden candlestidc and the two olive trees ; which 
vision ifnplied, that Jerusc^lem and the temple should 
be restored by the Divine assistance, and by the care 
of Joskuoj mQ high priest, and of Zerubbabel the 
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governor; who are here called the two olive trees^ 
and the two sons of oil, that is, the two anointed of 
the Lord« 

Re^ectiims. 

The vision in this chapter teaches us, that as God 
formerly protected Zerubbabel and Joshtia^ the two 
chief rulers of the Jews^ at a time when they met 
with CTeat opposition ; so he blesses and supports all 
his faithful servants ; and that, in particular, he will 
defend and bless those, who, beine m the magistracvs 
or in the holy ministry, employ themselves zealously 
for his glory, and for the edification of his church. 

CHAPTER V. 

The fifth chapter contains two visions ; the first 
is, the vision of the flying roll, or book, wherein were 
contained the curses of God's law, denounced against 
thieves and perjured persons; which vision repre- 
sents the Dj vine vengeance pursuing the hypocritical 
and ungodly Jews. The time in which Zechariah 
prophesied, gives room to suppose, that these threat- 
enings regard those who made use of fraud and sa- 
crilege with respect to what had been dedicated to 
the rebuilding the temple, and restoring the divine 
service. This appears from the reproaches of the 
prophet Malachi, who prophesied at that time. The 
second vision is that of the ephah, which was a mea- 
sure used to measure com with ; and the sense of the 
vision seems to be, that the Jews having filled up 
the measure of their iniquities, were carried away 
captives, and that by this means their sin had been, 
as it were, carried away to Babylon. 

Reflections. 

The first of ZechariaKs visions here set down, 
engages us to consider, that the curse of God pur- 
sues the unjust, perjured persons, and more particu- 
larly ungodly, sacrilegious, and hypocritical men, who 
despise religion, and profane the service of God. 
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This curse cleaves to their persons, their goods, and 
even to their posterity ; God punishes them by this 
means, making them serve as an example of his just 
vengeance. In the second vision we may remark, 
that as the Jews were carried captives to Babylon 
for the punishment of their sins, m such a manner, 
however, that after they had remained a long time in 
that country, for their punishment, God brought 
them from thence ; so likewise God punishes and 
chastises men, when they have filled up the measure 
of their iniquities ; but he does it with an intent to 
recover them, that they may become afterwards 
objects of his love. 

CHAPTER VI. 

I. An angel shows Zechariah four chariots, which 
were going to the several parts of the world. This 
emblem seems to denote that there happenedf, and 
would happen, great changes in the empires of the 
world; and particularly in the four monarchies,^ which 
Daniel ana the other prophets had spoken of; and 
that amidst all these changes, Providence would pre- 
serve the Jewsy and execute judgments on their ene- 
mies. II. The angel orders the prophet to receive 
the gold and silver which some considerable persons 
would give him, and make therewith crowns for 
Joshua^ the high priest, and to put them into the 
temple for a memorial that Joshua should exercise 
the priest's office, and that the temple and the divine 
service should continue. 

Me/lections. 

Though the visions here related are attended with 
some obscurity, yet this we see in general, that there 
had happened, and were still to happen, great revo- 
lutions in the world ; and particularly in the states 
and kingdoms that had any relation to the people of 
God ; but that the Lord would so over-rule all these 
events that the kings and people should do nothing 
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but what Grod had determined, and that the Jews 
should always experience his love and protection. 
The second part of this chapter show^ inore particu- 
larly, that God would reward in a glorious manner 
die zeal of Joslma^ the high priest, and would keep 
up his worship at Jerusalem. From whence we may 
conclude, that if God formerly protected the Jews 
and their rulers in troublesome tunes, aiid punished 
the princes and kingdoms which had made war 
a|^nst them, he will never suffer all the powers of 
the world or hell to prevail against his church ; and 
that Jews Christy the great high priest and king df 
his church, will always support it, and destroy what- 
ever opposes his kingdom. 

CHAPTER VII. VIII. 

These two chapters treat of the same subject, and 
should therefore be read together. The Jews having 
inauired of the priests, whether they should continue 
to Keep the fasts, as they had done during the se- 
venty years of the captivity, Zechariah^ by way of 
reply, does these four things; I. He asks them, whe- 
ther they had fasted truly, and for God's sake? II. 
He adds, that God had fulfilled the threatenings of 
his prophets ; and because their fathers had not fived 
r^hteously, he had dispersed them over all the world. 
in. He tells them that the jealousy of the Lord, and 
the love he bore his people, would induce him to call 
them back, and to bless them, provided that, for the 
future, they would set themselves to do that which 
was right IV. The prophet directly answers their 
question, and declares, that the foi^ fasts, which had 
till then been kept in memory of the siege of Jerusa- 
lem^ the taking of that city, the destruction of the tem- 
ple, and the murder of Gedaliah, should be changed 
mto days of ioy, a!nd that even several nations should 
join themselves with them to worship the true God. 
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Reflections, 

I. These two chapters t6ach us, that fasting and 
prayer cannot please God, unless they be attended 
witn reformation, and that without this disposition, he 
has no regard to the worship we pay him. II. The 
example of the Jews^ who were dispersed amon^ the 
nations for not walking uprightly, and for despising 
the threats and remonstrances of the prophets, shows 
us, that God never threatens in vain, and that he 
punishes severely the contempt of his word, and ob- 
stinately persistinff in sin. III. In the promises made 
by Zechariah to the Jews^ and the change made in 
their fasting days, we see that God loves his church, 
and that after he has chastised it, his power brings 
peace, and causes joy to succeed afflictions. TV. We 
should carefully attend to what God by his prophet 
says to the Jews : These are the things that ye shall 
do : Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour ; 
execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates ^ 
and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against 
his neighbour J and love no false oath : for all these 
are things that I hate^ saith the Lord. These noble 
expressions teach us, that the surest, and indeed the 
only way to render ourselves acceptable to God, is 
to live m innocence, justice, charity, and holiness. 
Lastly, We have in the last words of the eighth 
chapter a prophecy, that several ilations would one 
day join with the Jews in worshipping the true God; 
which came to pass first, when after the captivity a 
great number or idolaters embraced the Jewish Re- 
ligion, and afterwards, when the heathen were con- 
verted to the Christian religion. 

CHAPTER IX. 

I. The prophet foretells, that the Syrians^ the Ty- 
rians, the Sidoniansy the Philistines^ and the other 
enemies of his people, should be destroyed. II. He 
comforts Jerusalem with the promise of the coming 
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of her king; he prodaims deliverance to the c^tive 
Jewsj and every blessing. 

Reflections^ 

I. God executed his threatenings against the na- 
tions mentioned in this chapter, by means of Alex" 
ander the Great, who subdued them, as well as by 
the Jews who conquered several cities in Syria, 
Edam, and the country of the Philistines, as we learn 
from Josephus, and the history of the Maccabees ; and 
who gained great advantages over Antiochits JEpi- 
pfianes, king of Syria, !!• Zechariah foretells, like- 
wise, that among those nations, God would bring 
many persons to the knowledge of himself ; which 
came to pass, when several heathens in those coun- 
tries emoraced the Jewish Religion. III. We have 
here an express prophecy, foretelling, that God 
would send to Jertisalem a kmg^and mighty deliverer; 
that this king should appear m a mean and abjecl 
condition ; that he should come riding upon an ass ; 
but that nevertheless, he should give signal proofs of 
his infinite power. This prophecy was accomplish- 
ed, when Jesus Christ made his royal entry into Je~ 
rusalem, six days before his death, riding upon an 
ass, and followed by a great multitude of people ; and 
when after his death and resurrection, he established 
his kingdom throughout the world. This is one of 
the characters by which we discover that Jesus 
Ctirist is the Messiah promised by the prophets ; and 
these words of Zechariah, Mejoice, O daughter of 
Zion ; behold thy king cometh unto thee ; engage us 
to share in that joy, which the coming of the Re- 
deemer was to occasion to the church, and to sub- 
mit to him as our great and good king, who reigns 
over us only to mdce us happy. 

CHAPTER X. 

Zechariah, after he had promised the Jews, at the 
end of the former chapter, that God would send Aem 
plenty, and blessings of every kind, exhorts them to 
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apply to God, and not to idols, to obtain them, as 
they had done before, when they were seduced by 
their rulers and by false prophets, which hadproyoked 
God's wrath against them. He renews his promises 
that God, who was the support of the Jews^ would 
gather them again from the countries where seyeral 
of them were still dispersed, and that he would com- 
pletely humble the power and pride of the Assyrians^ 
Egyptians^ and the other enemies of his people. 

jReflections. 

This chapter enea^es us to consider, I. That since 
God is the author of sul blessings, temporal as well as 
spiritual, from him alone we ought to expect them ; 
and that in order to obtain them, we must deyoutly 
ask, and with fidelity serye him. II. That all the 
predictions of Zechariah, and the other prophets, 
concerning the return of the Jews^ and the destruc- 
tion of the nations that made war against them, were 
fulfilled ; and therefore we haye no reason to doubt 
but those holy men were inspired by God, and that 
the doctrine contained in their writings should be 
receiyed as the word of God himself. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Tnischapter describes in general the judgments of 
God on the people of IsraeL These he represents, 
by saying that he had in his hand two staves, that is, 
shepheras crooks; that one of them was called 
beauty, which denoted the coyenant that the Jews 
had made with God : . and the other was called bands, 
which implied the union of the two people of Israel 
and JudcJi. He says, that these two staves were 
broken, to signify that God would no longer feed or 
govern ihejewsj but that he would scatter them over 
all the world. The prophet adds, that three shep- 
herds, or three leaders, were cut off in one month ; 
the meaning of which may be, that the principal or- 
ders of the Jeicish leaders should be abolished in a 
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short tune. We have here also the prophecy of our 
Saviour's being betsayed for thirty pieces of silver. 

JR^lectians. 

On this chapter let us make tihese two reflectiims : 
I. That as the covenant God had made with the 
ylews, did not hinder him from casting^ them off and 
forsaking them, because they had broken it ; so our 
covenant with Ood will not screen us fr<»n his wiath, 
if we break it, and prove unfaithful. II. The other 
reflection relates to these words : TTiey weighed for 
my price thirty pieces of silver ; and de Lord said 
unto nWi Cast it unto the potUr. The evangelists 
observe, that this prophecy was fidfilled when Judas 
received of the Jews thirty pieces of silver to betray 
our Lord, and when that money which Judas cast 
into the temple was applied by the priests in the 
purchase of the potter's neld. This prediction ^ows, 
that all which befell Jesus Christ was so directed by 
Providence, and had been long before signified by 
the prophets, that by these several characters he 
might be known to be the Messiah. 

CHAPTER XII. 

This chapter contains promises in behalf of Jeru- 
salem ; the prophet likewise foretells, that the Jeics 
should be assaulted, but that God would confound 
. their enemies. 

Reflections^ 

I. The truth of the promises here made to the 
Jewsj appeared in the divine protection of that peo- 
ple after their return from the captivity ; and chiefly, 
in the glorious deliverance ^ich God vouchsafed 
them by the Maccabees. II. We must remember 
that these words, Tltey shalVlook upon me, whom 
they have pierced^ and they shall mourn for him^ 
relate to our Lord Jesus Christ, St. John quotes 
them, to represent the greatness of the crime the 
Jews had committed in crucifying him ; the severity 

11 
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of the punishments they drew upon themselves by 
that means ; and the terror that shall fall upon the 
wicked, when our Lord shall come at the last day 
to judge the world. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

I. The prophet foretells that there should be a 
spring- and fountdn open for the Jews, that idolatry 
snoull be banished from the midst of them, and that 
false prophets should no more be suffered amongst 
diem, but should be rejected even by their nearest 
relations. II. He foretells that God would smite 
the shepherd, and that the sheep of the flock should 
be scattered ; that two parts of the people should be 
cut off^ but that a third should be preserved and 
dedicated to the service of God. 

Me/lections* 

What we read in this chapter, relates to the state 
the Jews were to be in afiter their return from the 
captivity. Zeehariah says^ &at God would pour 
upon them his grace ; tlmt he would cleanse them 
from their sins ; that they would not any more fall 
into idolatry, nor hearken to false prophets, per- 
suading them to worship idols ; that, however, that 
people, and their rulers, should be smitten, and ex- 
posed tO' great calamities; but that there should be 
m those times a great number of Jews, who being 
purified by affliction, would serve God faithfully 
and zealously. All these things befel die Jews, 
between dieir return from BaMon, and the coming 
^f Jesus Christ; and particularly at the time of the 
persecution of Antiomtis. In a' more perfect sense, 
this prophecy sets before us the graces which God 
has oonierred on his church under the Gospel, 
washing away the sins of men by the blood of his 
Son, and recovering them from idolatry and cor*^ 
rupdon, that they might become the people of God, 
and serve him with purity. 

t2 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Zecliariah foretells, that Jerusalem should be at- 
tacked by powerful enemies ; but that God would 
save a remnant of his people, and exalt them to great 
glory ; that the' grace of God should from Jerusalem 
spread over other nations; that strange nations 
snould worship God, and submit to his government; 
und that the enemies of the church, and those who 
refused to give glory to God, should be overwhelmed 
with his judgments. 

Me/kctions, 

We are to seek for the accomplishment of the 
promises God here makes in favour of Jerusalem^ 
and his people ; first, in the stat^ of the Jews after 
their return from Babyhn^ in their wars with their 
enemies, and in the signal deliverances God granted 
them, upon several occasions, especially when they' 
were persecuted by Antiochus. These advantages 
raised that nation to very great glory, and engaged 
those Jews^ who were dispersed in Egypt^ and other 
countries, to come to Jerusalem to worship the God 
of their fathers, and attend at the solemn fasts. 
But it is to be considered, that the Jejjos did not 
long continue in that happy condition, not long 
enough to answer to the glorious promises God had 
made them : that Jerusalem, was afterwards entirely 
destroyed ; and that while it did subsist, it could not 
be said that God reigned, as ZechariaJi here fore- 
tells. Wherefore this prophecy ought to be under- 
stood in a spiritual and more perfect sense, as it re- 
lates to the Christian church, of which Jesus Christ 
is the king and protector ; and in which all nations 
are gathered together to worship God in spirit and 
in truth. 

The end of the Book of the Prophet Zechariah. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Malachij the last of the prophets, does ttoo things in 
his prophecy. 1. He exhorts the Jews to reform 
the disorders that were committed among them, 
eweciallg in the divine service, and to be converted, 
II. He foretells the establishment ^ the Gospel 
worship ; the coming of John the Baptist, and of 
Jesus Christ; and the last ruin of the Jews^ 

CHAPTER I. 

1. In this chapter God reproaches the Jews, that 
though he had loved and chosen them for his people, 
before the posterity of Esau, yet they had been un- 
grateful for his favours. II. He reproves the priests 
and the people for oflFering to him unclean thinffs, 
and beasts that had blemishes, which was against the 
law ; and he foretells, that the time drew near when 
men should oflFer every where to God a pure service, 
and sacrifices that should be acceptable to him. 

t3 
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Reflections after readiTig the chapter, 

I. God, to convince the Jews that he had loved 
them in a very particular manner, tells them at the 
beeinnine of tnis prophecy, that he had loved Jcucoh^ 
and hatea Esau ; the meaning of which is, that he 
had chosen Jcuc6b preferably to Esau his brother, to 
be admitted into covenant with him ; and that he 
had not restored the Edomites^ and descendants of 
EsaUf after their destruction, as he had restored the 
Jews, the posterity of Jacobs by bringing them again 
to Jerusalem. St Pau/ quotes this passage of mala' 
chi, in the ninth chapter of the Epistle to the i2o- 
jnans, to show, that God may choose whom he pleases, 
and grant them extraordinary favours, which he 
vouchsafes not to others ; and tnat if we are so happy 
as to be the people of God, we owe it wholly to his 

foodness, and to the free and gracious choice he has 
een pleased to make of us. 11. We here see that 
the JewSf notwithstanding the love which God had 
expressed towards them, did not honour him as they 
ought. This God complains of, when he says, a son 
honaureth his father^ aand a servant his master; if 
then I be afalhery where is mine honour ? and if I be 
a master, where is my fear ? These words teach us, 
that they, who return the Divine love only with dis- 
obedience, are guilty of foul ingratitude ; and that it 
is in vain to call God our Father and our Lord, if we 
do not render him the fear and honour which are 
due to him. III.* Those who are called to the holy 
ministry, ought to discharge it in such a manner, that 
God may not have occasion to reproach them, as he 
did the Jewish priests, with dishonouring: his name, 
and rendering L service contemptible. IV. The 
prophet complains, that the Jews, out of a principle 
of covetousness, brought into the temple unsuitable 
offerings, and presented only things of the smallest 
value ; which God looked upon as sacrilege and im- 
piety. This should make us shun covetousness, and 
excite us to act sincerely, and after the most perfect 



II.] MAIiACHI. 415 

manner, in all things that concern the glory of God 
and his service. Lastly, Malachi foretells, that the 
name of God should be great among all nations, and 
that in all places incense and pure oblations should 
be offered to his name. This prophecy signified that 
the name of God would be made known throughout 
the world, by the preaching of the Gospel ; and it is 
to be understood of the worship that would be paid 
atnong all nations, after the manifestation of the 
Messiah. This engages us to discharge these just 
duties, by offering luways to God such spiritual 
sacrifices as he will accept through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

CHAPTER IL 

This chapter consists of two parts : I. God re- 
proves the negligence and impiety of the priests, 
who, instead of naving at heart the glory of God, 
and faithfully instructing the Jews^ as their function 
obliged them, dishonoured their ministry, rendered 
the divine service contemptible, and caused the 
people to sin ; for which he threatens them with his 
curses. IL God complains, that the Jews had mar- 
ried idolatrous women, contrary to the law; and 
that they violated the sacred laws of marriage, by 
divorces, and by unlawful marriages. 

Rejlections. 

The first part of this chapter directly relates to 
the ministers of religion, teaching them that they are 
appointed to procure the glory of God, to be tlie 
guides of the people, and to instruct them faithfully, 
both by their doctrine and example ; that when they 
are wanting in their duty, religion is despised. Divine 
service is profaned, the people corrupted, and they 
themselves fall into contempt, and become the objects 
of the curse of God. The pastors and governors of the 
church, ought to have these reflections continually 
before their eyes. The second part of this chapter 
contains very important directions about marriage. 
Here we see that God is offended when the sacred 
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laws of marriage are broken, either by divorces, or 
by polygamy, or in any other manner whatever, as 
well as when we marry persons guilty of idolatry. 
Malaohi sliow% that all these disorders are contrary 
to the first institation of marriage, since God created 
but one man and one wemiin at the beginning ; and 
this point Jemu Christ settles still more plainly in the 
Grospel, where he proves, by the first institution 
made by God afier the creation, ihat marriage is« 
holy state^ and an indissoluble Ixmd, which equally 
binds the wife and the husband. Therefore this 
state ought to be respected, and preserved in its pu- 
rity among Christians. 

CHAPTER III. 

Here are three things to be observed : I. The 
prophet foretells, that God would soon send JeAn 
the Baptist, and that then the Messiah should come 
to purify his church, by establishing the true service 
of God, and by punishing the wicked. II. He se- 
verely rebukes the impiety of the Jewsy and the 
sacrilege they committed in their tithes and offer- 
ings. III. He refutes the blasphemies of those 
pro&ne persons, who save out that men serve God 
m vain : and he says, mat God never fails to reward 
those that fear him, and to distinguish them from 
the imgodly. 

JR^^eeti&ne, 

I. This prophecy expressly shows, that God was 
shortly to send a propliet, who is here called the 
Angel, or Messenger of the Lord ; after which the 
Lord, whom the Jetos expected, should enter into his 
temple. Our Lord Jesus Christ explains this pro- 
phecy in the eleventh chapter of St. Matthew, and 
dechu-es, that John Baptist is that messenger who 
was to come. It is evident this prediction has been 
accomplished, since it foretold^ that the Messiah 
should come while the temple at Jertisalem was stand- 
ing ; for that temple being destroyed, there is no 
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ambiguity in this prophecy, and we c&nnot doubt but 
that Jesus is the Messiah promised to the Jews. II. 
This prophecy shows, that the design of the coming 
of Jesus Christ was to sanctify his church, and to 
make believers so many priests and Levites; that is, 
persons dedicated to the service of God. This is a 
powerful motive to Christians to behave agreeably to 
their holy calling, by devoting themselves to God, 
and by the purity of their lives. III. MalacMs re- 
proach of the Jew^ for their sins, and particularly for 
their sacrilege, and their contempt of the divine ser- 
vice, is an argument to prove, that God would have 
men respect every thing that belongs to religion, and 
in particular, that it is a great sin to apply to any 
other purpose things that are devoted to holy uses. 
IV. Let us learn likewisle from hence, to detest pro- 
fane speeches and sentiments; and, above all, to ab- 
hor the impiety of those who aiBrm, that it is in vain 
to fear God and to keep his commandments. The 
Lord here very expressly declares, that he knows 
those that fear him and reverence his name ; that he 
will remember them and their pious behaviour, and 
will always make a just difference between the righte- 
ous and the wicked. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Malacki foretells the coming of the day of God's 
vengeance, and the destruction of the ungodly, under 
the emblem of fire, which consumes all things; and 
says it would be preceded by the coming of the 
Messiali, whom he calls the Sun of Righteousness, 
and by the coming of John Baptist, to whom he gives 
the name of Elijah, and whose office and ministry 
he describes. 

Rejflections, 

This last chapter of Malachi takes notice of three 
considerable events; The first is the vengeance which 
God purposed to exercise against the ungodly. This 
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prophecy expreflse^-wfaat be£dl die Hnbelieving 'Jeu» 
soon after Che eoming ot Jesus Christy when they were 
destroyed with their city and touple. The second 
isy the manifestation of the Messiah, who is here 
called the Sun of Bdghteoosnessy with healing on his 
wings. The third is the coming of John Baptist, to 
whom Malachi grives4he name of jB/uoA the prophet, 
becanse he was to resemble Elijah m his* manner of 
living, in lus zeal, and in -the nature of his office. We 
find m the Gospel, that this is the true sense of tliis 
prophecy, our Lord having expressly told ua^ that 
John Baptist was the Elijah that waa to comej These 
sereral predictions are so many proo& which eonfirm 
the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, the tmdi 
of the Christian religion, the certamty of the pro- 
mises and threatenings of the Gospel,, and the ne- 
eessity of practising all that is therein commanded. 
This 18 also the: design of all the prophecies, and of 
all the Books of the CMd Testament, and the use to 
which they ought to be applied. 



7%c end of the Canonical Books of the Old Testament. 
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